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**A History of Christian Thought: Paul Tillich and His Enduring Influence**

a history of christian thought paul tillich invites us into a fascinating journey through one of the
most influential theologians of the 20th century. Paul Tillich’s contributions to theology, philosophy,
and Christian thought continue to resonate with scholars, clergy, and spiritual seekers alike.
Understanding Tillich’s place in the broader history of Christian theology not only sheds light on his
unique perspectives but also helps us appreciate how Christian thought has evolved in response to
modern challenges.

The Landscape of Christian Thought Before Tillich

Before diving deeper into the specifics of Paul Tillich’s theology, it’s essential to grasp the context in
which he developed his ideas. The history of Christian thought is vast, stretching from the early
Church Fathers such as Augustine and Aquinas, through the Reformation era with figures like
Martin Luther and John Calvin, and into the modern period characterized by Enlightenment
rationalism and existentialist philosophy.

By the time Tillich entered the scene in the early 20th century, Christian theology was grappling
with new intellectual challenges: scientific discoveries, secularism, and the trauma of two world
wars. These changes demanded a fresh approach to faith and reason, a task Tillich took up with
remarkable insight.

Who Was Paul Tillich?

Paul Tillich (1886-1965) was a German-American theologian and philosopher whose work bridged
the gap between traditional Christian doctrine and contemporary existential thought. Educated in
Germany and later forced to emigrate to the United States due to the rise of Nazism, Tillich’s
theological vision was deeply shaped by the turbulent historical context.

Tillich’s philosophy revolved around the concept of “the God above God,” a revolutionary idea that
challenged conventional images of God as a supernatural being residing outside the world. Instead,
he proposed God as the “Ground of Being” — the very foundation and depth of all existence.

Tillich’s Contribution to Christian Thought

#### The Ground of Being and Existential Theology

One of the most significant contributions from Tillich to the history of Christian thought is his idea of
God as the Ground of Being. This concept moves away from a theistic God who exists as a separate
entity and instead views God as the depth and power underlying all reality. This shift allowed Tillich
to engage deeply with existential philosophy, particularly the works of Kierkegaard and Heidegger.



In this framework, faith is not merely intellectual assent or emotional feeling but a state of ultimate
concern — something that demands total commitment and shapes one’s entire existence. Tillich’s
existential approach helped revitalize Christian theology by addressing the doubts, anxieties, and
questions of modern individuals.

#### Symbolism and Theology

Tillich also emphasized the importance of symbols in religious language. In his view, religious
symbols are not mere metaphors or poetic expressions but dynamic signs that point beyond
themselves to ultimate realities. Understanding religious language symbolically, according to Tillich,
allows believers to navigate the tension between finite human experience and the infinite divine.

This approach provided a way for Christian thought to remain relevant in a pluralistic and often
skeptical intellectual climate. It also opened the door for interfaith dialogue and a more nuanced
understanding of religious traditions.

Placing Tillich in the Broader History of Christian Thought

##4## The Intersection of Theology and Philosophy

Paul Tillich occupies a unique position at the crossroads of theology and philosophy. While earlier
theologians like Augustine integrated Platonic philosophy with Christian doctrine, Tillich’s
engagement was with modern existentialism and phenomenology. This marked a significant
development in the history of Christian thought because it moved the conversation from
metaphysical abstractions to lived human experience.

His work exemplifies the mid-20th-century shift toward contextual theology — one that considers the
cultural, social, and psychological realities of believers.

###+# Influence on Contemporary Theology

Tillich’s ideas have had a profound impact on later theological movements such as neo-orthodoxy
and process theology. His emphasis on existential questions and the depth dimension of faith
influenced theologians like Reinhold Niebuhr and Karl Barth, even as Tillich maintained a distinct
voice.

Moreover, his thought continues to inspire contemporary scholars wrestling with the challenges of
secularism, pluralism, and the search for meaning in a fragmented world.

Key Themes in Tillich’s Theology

To appreciate Tillich’s role in a history of Christian thought, it helps to highlight some of the core
themes that permeate his work:

- *»*Ultimate Concern:** Faith as the focus of one’s total being.
- **The Courage to Be:** Facing existential anxiety through faith.
- **The Unity of Being and Non-being:** The paradoxical nature of existence.



- *The New Being:** The transformative power of grace.
- **Correlation Method:** Dialogue between existential questions and Christian answers.

These themes illustrate how Tillich sought to articulate a theology that was both intellectually
rigorous and deeply relevant to contemporary life.

Understanding Tillich’s Impact Through His Writings

Paul Tillich’s major works, such as *Systematic Theology* and *Dynamics of Faith*, offer rich
insights into his thought process and theological method. In *Dynamics of Faith*, for example, Tillich
explores faith not just as belief but as the state of being ultimately concerned, which can manifest in
various forms beyond traditional Christianity.

His *Systematic Theology* volumes are monumental for their ambitious attempt to provide a
comprehensive account of Christian doctrine in conversation with modern philosophy, psychology,
and culture.

Tips for Exploring Tillich’s Theology Today

Approaching Tillich’s work can be both rewarding and challenging. Here are a few tips for those
interested in delving into his thought:

1. **Start with accessible introductions:** Books or lectures aimed at beginners can provide a
helpful overview before tackling his more dense writings.

2. **Engage with existential philosophy:** Familiarity with Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, or Heidegger
enhances understanding of Tillich’s context.

3. **Reflect on the experience of faith:** Tillich’s theology is deeply experiential; personal reflection
on faith and doubt can enrich comprehension.

4. **Consider the symbolic language:** Pay attention to how Tillich uses symbols to bridge finite
human experience and divine mystery.

The Legacy of Paul Tillich in Christian Thought

In tracing a history of Christian thought Paul Tillich stands out as a pivotal figure who challenged
and expanded the horizons of theology. His integration of existentialism, symbolism, and the concept
of God as the Ground of Being continues to invite fresh reflection on what it means to live a life of
faith in the modern world.

Tillich’s work reminds us that Christian thought is not static but an ongoing conversation — one that
engages with the deepest questions of human existence and the divine mystery that undergirds it all.
Through his innovative ideas, Tillich has helped shape a theology that speaks to the heart of
contemporary spiritual seekers, making him an enduring voice in the rich tapestry of Christian
intellectual history.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Paul Tillich and why is he significant in the history of
Christian thought?

Paul Tillich was a 20th-century German-American theologian and philosopher known for his
influential contributions to Christian existentialism and systematic theology. He is significant for
integrating modern philosophy with Christian theology and addressing the existential questions of
faith.

What are the main themes in Paul Tillich's theological work?

Tillich's main themes include the concept of God as the 'Ground of Being,' the correlation between
existential human questions and Christian answers, the idea of faith as an act of ultimate concern,
and the use of symbols in religious language.

How did Paul Tillich influence modern Christian thought?

Tillich influenced modern Christian thought by bridging traditional Christian doctrines with
contemporary existential philosophy, encouraging a dialogue between faith and culture, and
redefining religious language to be meaningful in the modern world.

What is the significance of Tillich's book 'Systematic Theology'
in Christian thought history?

'Systematic Theology' is considered Tillich's magnum opus, where he systematically presents his
theological ideas, addressing the nature of God, human existence, sin, salvation, and the role of
culture, which has had a lasting impact on theological studies.

How does Paul Tillich's understanding of God differ from
traditional Christian views?

Tillich understood God not as a supernatural being but as the 'Ground of Being' or 'Being-itself,’
which means God is the fundamental reality underlying all existence, moving away from
anthropomorphic images toward a more existential and philosophical conception.

In what ways did Paul Tillich address the relationship between
faith and doubt?

Tillich viewed faith and doubt as intertwined; he argued that true faith involves courage in the face
of doubt and uncertainty, making doubt an essential component of a mature and authentic faith
experience.

How is Paul Tillich's approach to Christian thought relevant to



contemporary theology?

Tillich's approach remains relevant as it offers a framework for engaging modern existential
questions within Christian theology, promotes dialogue between faith and culture, and encourages
reinterpretation of religious symbols in a pluralistic and secular world.

Additional Resources
**A History of Christian Thought: Paul Tillich's Enduring Influence**

a history of christian thought paul tillich reveals a profound engagement with the complexities
of modern theology, philosophy, and existential inquiry. As one of the most influential Protestant
theologians of the 20th century, Tillich's work bridges traditional Christian doctrines with
contemporary intellectual currents, offering a fresh perspective that continues to resonate within
theological circles and beyond. His contributions stand at the intersection of historical Christian
reflection and modern existential concerns, making his theological framework a pivotal chapter in
the narrative of Christian thought.

Tillich’s unique approach is best understood against the backdrop of a history of Christian thought
marked by evolving interpretations of faith, reason, and human existence. His intellectual journey
reflects a deep dialogue with the challenges posed by secularization, scientific advancements, and
philosophical skepticism. Exploring Paul Tillich’s role in this history requires an examination of his
method of correlation, his concept of God as the "Ground of Being," and his efforts to articulate faith
in a way that addresses the existential anxieties of the modern individual.

Paul Tillich in the Context of Christian Intellectual
History

Christian thought has historically grappled with reconciling divine revelation with human
understanding. From the patristic era through the scholastics to the Reformation and
Enlightenment, theologians have sought to articulate the nature of God, salvation, and human
purpose. By the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the rise of modern philosophy and scientific
rationalism challenged traditional Christian doctrines, necessitating new theological responses.

In this landscape, Paul Tillich emerged as a prominent figure who embraced both theological
tradition and contemporary philosophy. His work reflects an engagement with existentialist
philosophy—particularly the ideas of Sgren Kierkegaard and Friedrich Nietzsche—and the
systematic rigor of German idealism. This synthesis positioned Tillich uniquely within the history of
Christian thought, as he sought to reinterpret Christian symbols and doctrines in a language
intelligible to the modern mind.

The Method of Correlation: Bridging Faith and Culture

One of Tillich’s most significant contributions to Christian theology is his method of correlation.
Rather than treating theology as a static body of knowledge, Tillich proposed that Christian theology



must correlate the symbols of faith with the questions posed by contemporary culture. This method
involves a dynamic interaction where theology responds to existential human concerns—such as
doubt, despair, and meaning—while remaining rooted in the Christian tradition.

This approach contrasts with earlier theological methods that often prioritized doctrinal exegesis or
dogmatic assertion without fully engaging the cultural context. Tillich’s method allowed Christian
thought to remain relevant in an age marked by rapid social and intellectual change. It also opened
pathways for dialogue between faith and disciplines such as psychology, philosophy, and the natural
sciences.

God as the “Ground of Being”: A Theological Innovation

Central to Tillich’s theology is his redefinition of God—not as a being among other beings but as the
"Ground of Being" or "Being-itself." This concept departs from classical theism, which often depicted
God as a supreme entity existing independently in a transcendent realm. Tillich’s view emphasizes
God as the foundational reality underlying all existence, thus moving beyond anthropomorphic or
literalist interpretations.

This notion has profound implications for Christian thought. It reframes faith as an ultimate
concern—a state of being that anchors human existence amid uncertainty and finitude. By
emphasizing the existential dimension of faith, Tillich invites believers and skeptics alike to consider
spirituality beyond doctrinal formulas or institutional affiliations.

Paul Tillich’s Place Among Modern Theologians

Tillich’s work is often compared to that of contemporaries such as Karl Barth and Rudolf Bultmann,
both of whom also sought to address the challenges modernity posed to Christian faith. While Barth
emphasized the transcendence and sovereignty of God, often critiquing cultural accommodation,
Tillich leaned toward integration and reinterpretation.

Bultmann’s project of demythologization—stripping the New Testament of supernatural elements to
reveal existential truths—shares affinities with Tillich’s symbolic interpretation of religious
language. However, Tillich’s approach is broader, aiming to affirm the validity of Christian symbols
while understanding their metaphorical and existential significance.

Impact on Ecumenism and Interfaith Dialogue

Tillich’s theological method and conceptual innovations have had a lasting influence on ecumenical
movements and interfaith dialogue. By framing religious symbols as expressions of ultimate
concerns rather than literal truths, Tillich opened space for mutual understanding among diverse
religious traditions.

His work encourages a respectful engagement with different faiths and worldviews, recognizing that
questions about meaning, existence, and the divine transcend specific doctrinal boundaries. This
outlook has proven valuable in an increasingly pluralistic religious landscape, positioning Tillich as a



bridge-builder within global theological conversations.

Critiques and Controversies

Despite his influence, Tillich’s theology has not been without criticism. Some conservative
theologians argue that his symbolic and existentialist interpretation dilutes the specificity and
historicity of Christian revelation. They contend that his conception of God as the "Ground of Being"
risks pantheism or vague spirituality incompatible with orthodox Christianity.

On the other hand, some secular philosophers and theologians critique Tillich for not fully escaping
metaphysical assumptions or for insufficiently addressing the implications of secular existentialism.
These critiques highlight ongoing tensions within the history of Christian thought regarding the
balance between tradition and innovation.

Legacy and Continuing Relevance

The enduring appeal of Paul Tillich’s work lies in its capacity to speak meaningfully to the human
condition in times of doubt and change. As Christian thought continues to navigate the complexities
of the 21st century—marked by scientific advancement, ethical pluralism, and cultural
fragmentation—Tillich’s insights offer a framework for engaging these challenges without
abandoning faith.

His emphasis on existential questions, the symbolic nature of religious language, and the dynamic
relationship between faith and culture remain central themes in contemporary theology, pastoral
practice, and academic discourse. Moreover, Tillich’s interdisciplinary approach serves as a model
for integrating theology with philosophy, psychology, and the social sciences.

In tracing a history of Christian thought Paul Tillich’s work emerges as an essential chapter—one
that redefines the contours of theological reflection and invites ongoing exploration into the
mysteries of faith, existence, and the divine.
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development of Christian theology. This classic is for theology students and others interested in the
range of Church history and teaching. In A History of Christian Thought, Paul Tillich has
accomplished the supremely difficult feat of creating a work at once brilliantly authoritative and
comprehensive, while remaining clear and uncluttered by scholarly annotation and debate.
Originally delivered as lectures at the Union Theological Seminary and at the Divinity School of the
University of Chicago, Professor Tillich guides the reader through the fascinating history of
Christian thought with a confidence and clarity of presentation only a great scholar and teacher
possesses.

a history of christian thought paul tillich: History of Christian Thought Paul Tillich, 1968
In A History of Christian Thought, Paul Tillich has accomplished the supremely difficult feat of
creating a work at once brilliantly authoritative and comprehensive, while remaining clear and
uncluttered by scholarly annotation and debate. Originally delivered as lectures at the Union
Theological Seminary and at the Divinity School of the University of Chicago, this edition has been
superbly edited by Carl E. Braaten of the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago. From the
preparation for Christianity implicit in the kairos and the Mystery Religions to the individualism of
Bultmann, Troeltsch, and Barth, Professor Tillich guides the reader through the fascinating history
of Christian thought with a confidence and clarity of presentation only a great scholar and teacher
possesses. Book jacket.

a history of christian thought paul tillich: Paul Tillich and Bonaventure John P. Dourley,
2023-10-09

a history of christian thought paul tillich: A History of Christian Thought Paul Tillich, 1972

a history of christian thought paul tillich: Paulus, Then and Now John Jesse Carey, 2002 --
Is The Courage to Be still a viable analysis of the human situation? -- Does Tillich's positive sense of
Eros illumine our intense discussions of human sexuality? -- Does Postmodernism really dissolve
Tillich's major assumptions? -- Can Tillich contribute to the contemporary discussion of science and
religion? -- How does his work stand when compared to other writers on creation, such as Langdon
Gilkey and Sallie McFague? -- Given the paradoxes of Tillich's life, is his ethical theory still viable? In
Paulus, Then and Now: A Study of Paul Tillich's Theological World and the Continuing Relevance of
his Work, John ]J. Carey clarifies previously neglected foundational aspects of Tillich's thought. Carey
places Tillich's theological work in political, social, economic, and scholarly context. He also explains
Tillich's thinking on Luther, Marx, history, and politics, and his unique perspective on the Bible and
on biblical authority. Having accomplished these things, Carey then moves to show how Tillich's
thinking can be applied to contemporary problems.

a history of christian thought paul tillich: A History of Christian Thought Juergen Ludwig
Neve, Otto William Heick, 1965

a history of christian thought paul tillich: A Short History of Christian Thought Linwood
Urban, 1986 This introduction to the history of Christian thought is organized topically, analyzing
the great issues that have occupied Christian thinkers since the earliest days of the Church.
Questions of doctrine, such as the Trinity and the Incarnation, are dealt with in full, as well as such
important issues in natural theology as the existence of God, freedom of the will, and the problem of
evil. Urban demonstrates that the foundations of Christian belief are largely rational and that
Christian thought, through history, has encompassed the full range of human experience.

a history of christian thought paul tillich: Options on Atonement in Christian Thought
Stephen Finlan, 2007 In his previous book, Problems with Atonement, Stephen Finlan compellingly
argues that the doctrine of atonement has been more a stumbling block to a true understanding of
the relationship between God and humanity than a genuine explanation of how we relate to God and
God to us. Options on Atonement reprises these arguments briefly, then looks more closely at the
solutions to the problem offered by a variety of modern interpreters. Finlan's focus in this volume is
on revelation, on the gradual human absorption of and interpretation of revelation received from
God, the maturing of human cultures, and especially the light shed by modern family systems
psychology. At a time when public debates rage over the notion of evolution in the natural world,



this book asserts that our understanding of divine revelation is likewise subject to evolution. If
religion itself does not evolve, the author asserts, we are left only with an unsatisfactory choice: to
remain mired in the past, or to repudiate all that is past, including our Scriptures. Will that be our
choice? Or can we resolve to examine our traditions, including that of the atonement, in the light of
new knowledge? Stephen Finlan chooses to do just that.

a history of christian thought paul tillich: Ford's The Modern Theologians Rachel Muers,
Ashley Cocksworth, 2024-03-18 Captures the multiple voices of Christian theology in a diverse and
interconnected world through in-depth studies of representative figures and overviews of key
movements Providing an unparalleled overview of the subject, The Modern Theologians provides an
indispensable guide to the diverse approaches and perspectives within Christian theology from the
early twentieth century to the present. Each chapter is written by a leading scholar and explores the
development and trajectory of modern theology while presenting critical accounts of a broad range
of relevant topics and representative thinkers. The fourth edition of The Modern Theologians is fully
updated to provide readers with a clear picture of the broad spectrum and core concerns of modern
Christian theology worldwide. It offers new perspectives on key twentieth-century figures and
movements from different geographical and ecclesial contexts. There are expanded sections on
theological dialogue with non-Christian traditions, and on Christian theology's engagement with the
arts and sciences. A new section explores theological responses to urgent global challenges - such as
nationalism, racism, and the environmental crisis. Providing the next generation of theologians with
the tools needed to take theological conversations forward, The Modern Theologians: Explores
Christian theology's engagement with multiple ways of knowing across diverse approaches and
traditions Combines introductions to key modern theologians and coverage of the major movements
within contemporary theology Identifies common dynamics found across theologies to enable
cross-contextual comparisons Positions individual theologians in geographical regions, trans-local
movements, and ecclesial contexts Features new and revised chapters written by experts in
particular movements, topics, and individuals Providing in-depth critical evaluation and extensive
references to further readings and research, Ford's The Modern Theologians: An Introduction to
Christian Theology since 1918, Fourth Edition, remains an ideal textbook for undergraduate and
graduate courses in Theology and Religious Studies, such as Introduction to Christian Theology,
Systematic Theology, Modern Theology, and Modern Theologians. It is also an invaluable resource
for researchers, those involved in various forms of Christian ministry, teachers of religious studies,
and general readers engaged in independent study.

a history of christian thought paul tillich: The Moral Mystic James R. Horne, 2006-01-01
Mysticism is condemned as often as it is praised. Much of the condemnation comes from mysticism’s
apparent disregard of morality and ethics. For mystics, the experience of “union” transcends all
moral concern. In this careful examination of the works of such practitioners or examiners of
mysticism as Paul Tillich, Thomas Merton, Evelyn Underhill, and Martin Buber, the author posits a
spectrum of uneasy relationships between mysticism and morality. Horne explores the polarities of
apophatic (imageless) and imaginative mysticism, the contemplative and the active life, and morality
and amorality. He stresses the importance of the distinction between “proper-name” (entirely
personal) morality and “social” morality, for the history of Christian mysticism is a mix of minimal
moral concern, proper-name morality, and social morality. The volume will be of interest to students
of religious experience, ethics, and the recent history of mysticism. Carefully reasoned and
documented, the argument is couched in clear prose, easily accessible to lay readers as well as to
scholars.

a history of christian thought paul tillich: A Theologian’s Guide to Heidegger Hue
Woodson, 2019-08-30 A Theologian's Guide to Heidegger provides a uniquely theological
introduction to the philosophy of Martin Heidegger, by focusing on not just the relationship between
Heidegger and theology, or even the nature of the discourse that must occur between theological
concerns and Heidegger's philosophical errands, but by precisely exploring how theology can use
Heidegger's philosophy as a means of outlining the scope and task of postmodern theology. To do



this, especially with the postmodern theologian in mind, this book considers the general relationship
between Heidegger and theology, how Heidegger can be read theologically, while justifying why
Heidegger must be read this way and defining the role that Heidegger must take in postmodern
theology. This includes a careful consideration of Heidegger's early theological roots from Freiburg
to Marburg by examining the content of Heidegger's lesser-known theologically-minded seminars,
lectures, and talks.

a history of christian thought paul tillich: From Generation to Generation , 1990-01-01
Based on years of experience as a pastor and professor of theology, John Leith reflects on the
dilemma of the church today as primarily a crisis of faith. He states that renewal is found within
Scripture and the tradition of a believing, worshiping community--in hearing the word of God,
particularly in preaching, in teaching, in the sacraments, and in Christian conversation.

a history of christian thought paul tillich: The Barthian Revolt in Modern Theology Gary ]J.
Dorrien, 2000-01-01 In this history of the rise, development, and near-demise of Karl Barth's
theology, Gary Dorrien carefully analyzes the making of the Barthian revolution and the reasons
behind its simultaneously dominating and marginal character. He discusses Barth's relationship to
his predecessors and contemporaries, as well as to modern theologians, and argues that his
approach to theology was deeply indebted to his liberal past.

a history of christian thought paul tillich: The Authority and Interpretation of the Bible
Jack Rogers, Donald K. McKim, 1999-02-05 This book is a detailed and comprehensive study of
attitudes toward biblical authority and interpretation held from the beginnings of the Christian era
to the present day. In clear and readable fashion, the authors examine the writings of early church
fathers, the medieval exegetes, and the leaders of the Protestant Reformation to locate the source of,
and refute, the position of inerrancy.

a history of christian thought paul tillich: A History of Christian Thought ... Paul Tillich,
Peter H. John, 1956

a history of christian thought paul tillich: The Socialist Emigre Brian Donnelly, 2003 Paul
Tillich never abandoned the Marxist ideas he developed during the political upheaval of his native
Germany in the 1920s and 1930s. Indeed, he subsumed and incorporated Marxism into the
construction of his post-German religious thinking and theology which he pioneered after fleeing to
the USA in 1933. In the Socialist Emigre, Brian Donnelly deals with the philosophical foundations of
Tillich's theology, specifically the important thread of Marxism, and argues that Tillich's later and
highly acclaimed theology cannot be divorced from his earlier Marxist views. This makes for a
seminal work which examines Tillich in a new and critical light and furthers the debate as to the
structure of his philosophical theology and the nature of his eclectic thought. This unique study
features Tillich's boundary thought regarding Marxism and religion, faith and culture, history and
supernaturalism, and emphasizes Tillich the philosopher rather then Tillich the theologian.

a history of christian thought paul tillich: Schelling, Freedom, and the Immanent Made
Transcendent Daniele Fulvi, 2023-09-28 This book offers a cutting-edge interpretation of the
philosophy of F.W.J. Schelling by critically reconsidering the interpretations of some of his
“successors.” It argues that Schelling’s philosophy should be read as an ontology of immanence,
highlighting its relevance for ongoing debates on ethics and freedom. The book builds on a key
notion from Schelling’s Philosophy of Revelation where he outlines the process through which
transcendence must return to immanence in order to be grasped and understood. The author
identifies Jaspers, Heidegger, and Deleuze as the main interpreters of Schelling’s philosophical
activity, highlighting their relevance for subsequent Schelling scholarship. Heidegger and Jaspers
refer to Schelling’s philosophy in negative terms, namely as an incomplete and unviable
philosophical system, whereas Deleuze holds the immanent core of Schelling’s ontological discourse
in high regard. The author’s analysis demonstrates that reading Schelling’s philosophy as an
ontology of immanence not only avoids Heidegger’s and Jaspers’s criticisms but is also more fitting
to Schelling’s original meaning. Accordingly, his reading allows us to fully grasp Schelling’s thought
in all its strength and consistency: as a philosophy that avoids metaphysical abstractions and




maintains the concreteness of concepts like God, nature, freedom by binding them to a solid and
material account of Being. Finally, the author uses Schelling to propose an innovative reading of
freedom as a matter of resistance, and of philosophy as an activity whose main purpose is that of
seeking the actual extent and place of (human) life and freedom within nature. The author originally
emphasises the relevance of these conclusions on contemporary debates in Postcolonial Critical
Theory and Environmental Ethics. Schelling, Freedom, and the Immanent Made Transcendent. From
Philosophy of Nature to Environmental Ethics will appeal to scholars and advanced students working
in 19th-century Continental philosophy, German idealism, and Postcolonial Critical Theory and
Environmental Ethics.

a history of christian thought paul tillich: Christ Across the Disciplines Roger Lundin,
2013-10-03 In Christ across the Disciplines a group of distinguished scholars from across the
theological spectrum explores the dynamic relationship between the Christian faith and the life of
the mind. Although the essays in this volume are rooted in a rich understanding of the past, they
focus primarily on how Christian students, teachers, and scholars might best meet the challenges of
intellectual and cultural life in a global world. This book ranges widely over the broad terrain of
contemporary academic and cultural life, covering such topics as the enormous growth of political
activism in late twentieth-century evangelicalism, the dynamics of literature and faith in the
African-American experience, the dramatic implications of globalization for those who profess Christ
and practice the life of the mind, and more!

a history of christian thought paul tillich: Paul Tillich and His System of Paradoxical
Correlation Charles Amarkwei, 2020-05-05 This book shows the paradoxical mode by which
Christians keep their faith in the Christian message as they relate with science. It reveals how Paul
Tillich's method of correlation helps us to understand how Christians interact with science without
necessarily conflicting, separating, and dialoguing, and synthesizing with each other. It rules out
natural theology but provides a non-eclectic theology of nature that frees Christians to be involved in
science meaningfully and without undermining their faith.
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