
mr james casting the runes
**Mr James Casting the Runes: An Exploration of a Chilling Classic**

mr james casting the runes is a phrase that immediately evokes the eerie atmosphere of classic
British horror literature and cinema. This story, originally penned by M.R. James, has fascinated
audiences for decades with its blend of supernatural suspense and psychological intrigue. Whether
you’re a fan of ghost stories or a newcomer curious about the origins of modern horror, understanding
the significance of *Casting the Runes* offers a gateway into the world of classic horror fiction and its
lasting impact.

The Origins of Mr James Casting the Runes

M.R. James, often referred to as the master of the English ghost story, wrote *Casting the Runes* in
1911. The tale first appeared in his collection *More Ghost Stories of an Antiquary* and quickly
became one of his most celebrated works. James, a scholar and medievalist, infused his stories with a
scholarly charm, combining antiquarian knowledge with supernatural elements to craft narratives that
were as intellectually engaging as they were chilling.

The story itself revolves around a cursed rune that dooms its recipient to a terrifying fate. The
protagonist, an academic named Dunning, finds himself ensnared in a web of occult revenge after
dismissing the warnings of a sinister figure named Karswell. The interplay between skepticism and
belief, logic and superstition, is central to the story’s tension.

Why *Casting the Runes* Stands Out

Unlike many horror stories that rely heavily on gore or shock value, *Casting the Runes* thrives on
atmosphere and psychological dread. M.R. James’ subtle approach to horror—hinting at unseen forces
and slowly building suspense—creates a more profound sense of unease. This style has influenced
countless writers and filmmakers, cementing the story’s place as a cornerstone of supernatural
fiction.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The legacy of *mr james casting the runes* extends far beyond the pages of the original short story.
Its compelling narrative has inspired multiple adaptations, with the most famous being the 1957 film
*Night of the Demon* (also known as *Curse of the Demon* in the U.S.). Directed by Jacques
Tourneur, this film brought James’ story to life with memorable performances and a haunting
atmosphere that captured the essence of the written work.



The 1957 Film Adaptation: Night of the Demon

The film adaptation made some changes to the plot, enhancing the visual horror and tension while
maintaining the story’s core themes. It highlights the ancient curse symbolized by the runes and the
struggle between rationality and the supernatural. The movie is often praised for its suspenseful
direction and eerie score, making it a must-watch for horror enthusiasts interested in the origins of
psychological horror cinema.

Other Media and References

Beyond the film, *Casting the Runes* has influenced radio dramas, television adaptations, and even
modern horror literature. Its themes of occult revenge and cursed objects have become a template
for many stories within the genre. The concept of runic curses and mystical symbols continues to be a
popular motif in horror, fantasy, and thriller narratives.

The Symbolism of the Runes in the Story

Understanding the role of “runes” in *mr james casting the runes* adds depth to the narrative. Runes
are ancient alphabets used in Germanic languages, often associated with mystical or magical
properties in folklore. In James’ story, the runes are more than just letters—they represent a tangible
connection to the supernatural world.

Runes as a Plot Device

The cursed runes serve as a physical embodiment of the threat facing the protagonist. When Dunning
receives the ominous piece of paper inscribed with runes, it marks the beginning of his perilous
journey. This use of a tangible object as a symbol of doom taps into a universal fear of unseen curses
and the power of ancient magic.

Historical and Cultural Context of Runes

M.R. James’ background as an antiquarian allows him to weave authentic historical elements into his
fiction. Runes, historically used in early medieval inscriptions, have long been associated with
mystery and magic in popular culture. By incorporating them into his story, James connects the
modern world with ancient, arcane forces, heightening the story’s eerie atmosphere.

What Makes Mr James’ Story Relevant Today?

Even over a century after it was written, *mr james casting the runes* remains an engaging and
relevant piece of horror fiction. Its themes of skepticism, hidden dangers, and the clash between



rationality and the supernatural resonate with contemporary audiences. In an age where technology
and science dominate, stories that question the limits of human understanding continue to captivate.

The Enduring Appeal of Classic Horror

Classic horror stories like *Casting the Runes* offer something different from modern horror’s reliance
on jump scares and special effects. They invite readers to immerse themselves in a slow-burning
narrative, where fear builds through atmosphere, suggestion, and the unknown. This style encourages
imagination, making the horror more personal and, often, more frightening.

Lessons from the Story for Modern Readers

For those interested in storytelling, *Casting the Runes* provides valuable insights into pacing,
character development, and the use of folklore. The story also serves as a reminder of the power of
belief—how what we dismiss as superstition can sometimes have real consequences. It encourages
readers to keep an open mind while navigating the boundaries between fact and myth.

Exploring Related Themes and Inspirations

The concept of casting runes and cursed symbols has permeated various genres and inspired
numerous works beyond James’ original story. Exploring these related themes can enrich one’s
appreciation of the narrative and its cultural significance.

Curses and Occult in Literature

The idea of curses as a form of supernatural retribution is a common motif in horror literature. From
ancient myths to contemporary novels, curses serve as a powerful narrative device to create
suspense and conflict. *Casting the Runes* stands out by combining this motif with academic
skepticism, making the story both intellectually and emotionally compelling.

Rune Magic in Popular Culture

Runes have appeared in fantasy games, movies, and books, often carrying magical properties or
serving as cryptic codes. This fascination with runic symbols taps into a broader human intrigue with
ancient mysteries and the unknown. Whether in Norse mythology or modern fantasy worlds, runes
continue to symbolize hidden power and ancient wisdom.



Tips for Readers and Viewers Interested in Mr James
Casting the Runes

If you’re eager to dive into the world of *mr james casting the runes*, here are some tips to enhance
your experience:

Read the original story: Start with M.R. James’ original text to appreciate the storytelling
style and themes.

Watch the film adaptation: *Night of the Demon* offers a visual and atmospheric
interpretation that complements the story.

Explore other works by M.R. James: His collections of ghost stories provide a rich context
for his unique approach to horror.

Research rune symbolism: Understanding the historical and mystical significance of runes
can deepen your appreciation of the story’s symbolism.

Engage with fan discussions: Horror forums and literary groups often provide fresh insights
and interpretations.

Engaging with both the text and its adaptations allows for a fuller appreciation of how *Casting the
Runes* has influenced horror storytelling across generations.

---

The lasting intrigue of *mr james casting the runes* lies in its masterful blend of scholarly detail and
supernatural terror. It’s a story that invites readers to confront the unknown, question their beliefs,
and experience a timeless tale of suspense that continues to haunt imaginations today. Whether
through the chilling original prose or the evocative film adaptation, the legacy of this classic work
remains a vital thread in the tapestry of horror fiction.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Mr James Casting the Runes'?
The story follows an academic named Mr. Dunning who encounters a mysterious occultist, Mr.
Karswell, who curses him by casting runes that bring about supernatural danger and terror.

Who is the author of 'Casting the Runes'?
The story was written by M.R. James, a British author known for his ghost stories.



What is the significance of runes in the story 'Casting the
Runes'?
Runes in the story are used as a form of curse or supernatural malediction that brings misfortune or
death to the person who receives them.

Has 'Casting the Runes' been adapted into films or other
media?
Yes, 'Casting the Runes' has been adapted into several films, including the 1957 movie 'Night of the
Demon' and various radio and television adaptations.

What themes are explored in 'Mr James Casting the Runes'?
The story explores themes of supernatural horror, the dangers of occult knowledge, skepticism versus
belief, and the consequences of meddling with dark forces.

Additional Resources
Mr James Casting the Runes: An In-Depth Exploration of a Classic Supernatural Tale

mr james casting the runes stands as a seminal work in the realm of supernatural fiction, penned
by the distinguished British author M.R. James. Renowned for his mastery of ghost stories and his
ability to entwine scholarly settings with chilling atmospheres, James’s narrative in "Casting the
Runes" has captivated readers and critics alike for over a century. This article delves into the
intricacies of this enduring story, examining its themes, narrative structure, and its lasting influence
on horror literature and media adaptations.

The Genesis and Context of Mr James Casting the
Runes

"Mr James Casting the Runes" was first published in 1911, during a period when ghost stories enjoyed
a resurgence in British literature. M.R. James, a medievalist scholar and provost of King’s College,
Cambridge, drew heavily on his academic background to create stories that blended antiquarian
interests with supernatural elements. The tale revolves around the mysterious and malevolent power
of runes, ancient symbols believed to carry mystical significance, which are used by the antagonist to
curse his victims.

The story’s setting within the academic and antiquarian milieu reflects James’s own world, lending
authenticity and a subtle layer of realism that enhances the eerie atmosphere. Unlike many horror
tales that rely purely on shock, "Casting the Runes" builds suspense through psychological tension
and intellectual dread, showcasing James’s skill in understated horror.



Plot Overview and Narrative Techniques

At its core, "Casting the Runes" narrates the experience of an academic, Edward Dunning, who
becomes the target of a curse after exposing the fraudulent activities of a sinister occultist, Karswell.
The curse is symbolized by a slip of paper inscribed with runic characters, which, once “cast” or given
to a victim, seals their doom unless they can unravel the mystery in time.

James employs a traditional linear narrative, but what sets the story apart is his methodical pacing
and detailed description that immerse readers in the scholarly environment. The use of runes as a
supernatural device is both symbolic and functional, drawing on historical and mythological
references that enrich the story’s depth. The interplay between rational skepticism and supernatural
terror is palpable throughout, making the story resonate with a wide audience.

Thematic Exploration in Mr James Casting the Runes

One of the central themes in "Mr James Casting the Runes" is the conflict between knowledge and
superstition. The protagonist’s initial skepticism about the occult curse mirrors the reader’s own
rational doubts, which gradually unravel as the supernatural elements assert themselves. This theme
is particularly relevant in the context of the early 20th century, when scientific rationalism was
increasingly dominant, yet fascination with the mystical persisted.

Another significant theme is the abuse of occult knowledge for malevolent purposes. Karswell’s
character embodies the dangers of hidden knowledge wielded without moral restraint, which
contrasts sharply with the protagonist’s ethical approach to scholarship. This dichotomy between
good and evil knowledge adds a moral dimension to the story, elevating it beyond a mere ghost tale.

Symbolism and Use of Runes

Runes in the story are not just an aesthetic choice but serve as a potent symbol of ancient power and
forbidden knowledge. James’s depiction of runes taps into their historical associations with magic and
divination, which were well-known in academic circles. The physical act of “casting” the
runes—delivering the inscribed paper—operates as an allegory for the transmission of curses or
malevolent intent.

The runes also function as a narrative device that drives the plot forward, creating tension and
urgency. Their inscrutability challenges both the protagonist and the reader to decode their meaning,
engaging audiences intellectually as well as emotionally.

Legacy and Adaptations of Casting the Runes

"Mr James Casting the Runes" has enjoyed a lasting presence in popular culture, inspiring numerous
adaptations that attest to its enduring appeal. Among the most notable is the 1957 British film "Night
of the Demon" (released as "Curse of the Demon" in the U.S.), which reinterpreted the story for a
mid-20th-century audience, emphasizing cinematic horror elements and expanding on the original



narrative.

The story’s influence extends into modern horror literature and media, where its themes of curses,
occult knowledge, and intellectual skepticism continue to resonate. The blending of antiquarian
scholarship with supernatural menace pioneered by James has informed contemporary works across
multiple genres.

Comparative Analysis: Original Story vs. Film Adaptations

While the original "Casting the Runes" story is concise and atmospheric, film adaptations have often
expanded its scope to suit visual storytelling. The 1957 adaptation, for example, introduces new
characters and amplifies the horror elements while maintaining the core premise of a scholar cursed
by an occultist.

Advantages of the original story include its subtlety and psychological depth, which create a creeping
sense of dread. Conversely, film versions capitalize on visual and auditory effects to deliver
immediate scares but sometimes sacrifice the story’s intellectual nuance.

Why Mr James Casting the Runes Remains Relevant

In today’s cultural landscape, where the supernatural continues to fascinate, "Mr James Casting the
Runes" retains relevance due to its sophisticated treatment of horror and its exploration of timeless
themes. The story challenges readers to consider the limits of knowledge and the unseen forces that
may influence human affairs.

Moreover, its status as a classic of ghost story literature ensures that it remains a reference point for
writers, filmmakers, and scholars interested in the evolution of horror fiction. The story’s balance of
realism and the supernatural provides a template for narratives seeking to explore fear rooted in
intellectual and existential uncertainty.

Authenticity: James’s scholarly background enriches the story’s setting and credibility.

Psychological Horror: The slow buildup of tension engages readers on a cerebral level.

Symbolism: The use of runes as a narrative and thematic element adds layers of meaning.

Adaptability: The story’s core themes translate effectively across different media.

In sum, "mr james casting the runes" is more than a mere ghost story; it is a carefully constructed
narrative that harnesses the power of language, symbolism, and atmosphere to explore the interplay
between knowledge and fear. Its impact on supernatural fiction and its continued relevance
underscore M.R. James’s legacy as a master storyteller whose work transcends its time.
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men and erratic hobbyists or antiquaries. Murphy shows how detailed attention to the scholarly
inspirations behind James’s fiction provides considerable insight into a formative moment in
medieval studies, as well as into James’s methods as a master stylist of understated horror. During
his life, James often claimed that his stories were mere entertainments—pleasing distractions from a
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shed light on a dizzying array of topics and objects that include class and capitalism, the occult and
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  mr james casting the runes: The Gothic Condition David Punter, 2016-04-20 breadth of range
attention to the psychological meanings of various forms of the Gothic inclusion of material on some
of the best-known Gothic texts, including Frankenstein and Dracula.
  mr james casting the runes: The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (The Classic
Unabridged Edition) Robert Louis Stevenson, 2024-01-06 In The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde, Robert Louis Stevenson masterfully explores the duality of human nature through a
gripping narrative that blends psychological depth with gothic horror. The novella unfolds in
Victorian London, where the seemingly respectable Dr. Jekyll experiments with the darker facets of
his personality, ultimately unleashing the malevolent Mr. Hyde. Stevenson's concise yet evocative
prose captures the tension between civilization and savagery, revealing the moral complexities of
identity and the struggle against societal norms. The work not only reflects contemporary anxieties
about the self and morality but also resonates with themes of repression and transformation,
positioning it as a seminal text in literary modernism. Robert Louis Stevenson, a Scottish novelist
and essayist, was influenced by the cultural milieu of his time, particularly the tension between
scientific discovery and Victorian decorum. His own experiences with illness and a fascination for
the human psyche led him to ponder the dualities of existence. Stevenson's keen insight into the
psyche was shaped by his encounters with various philosophical ideas, including those of Darwin
and Nietzsche, which permeate his narratives and lend them a timeless quality. This classic
unabridged edition of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is essential for readers seeking to delve into the
intricacies of human character and societal limitations. Whether you are studying the evolution of
gothic literature or exploring moral dilemmas, Stevenson's concise yet powerful storytelling offers a
compelling examination of the conflicting elements of our nature. This novella is not only a thrilling
read but also a profound commentary on the human experience. In this enriched edition, we have
carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the
work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key
developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the
era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the
author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects
symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt
you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked



Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify
unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
  mr james casting the runes: Classic Horror Films and the Literature That Inspired
Them Ron Backer, 2015-05-11 Classic horror films such as Dracula, Frankenstein and The Picture of
Dorian Gray are based on famous novels. Less well known--even to avid horror fans--are the many
other memorable films based on literary works. Beginning in the silent era and continuing to the
present, numerous horror films found their inspiration in novels, novellas, short stories and poems,
though many of these written works are long forgotten. This book examines 43 works of
literature--from the famous to the obscure--that provided the basis for 62 horror films. Both the
written works and the films are analyzed critically, with an emphasis on the symbiosis between the
two. Background on the authors and their writings is provided.
  mr james casting the runes: Necronomicon Files Daniel Harms, John Wisdom Gonce,
2003-07-01 What if a book existed that gave answers to everything you've ever wondered about?
What would you do to learn its secrets? Tales of such books have abounded for millennia and are
legend in occult history. One of the most pervasive modern iterations is that of the Necronomicon,
said to be a genuine occult text from the 8th century. The Necronomicon really is the creation of
science fiction writer H.P. Lovecraft (1891-1937), in whose books the magic volume first appears in
print. In The Necronomicon Files two occult authorities explore all aspects of The Necronomicon,
from its first appearance in Lovecraft's fiction to its ongoing pervasive appearance in cult and occult
circles. The Necronomicon Files, revised and expanded further, reveals the hoax of the
Necronomicon. Harms and Gonce show that the apocryphal history of the Necronomicon was
concocted by Lovecraft to lend it verisimilitude in his fiction. The magical text was transformed into
an icon among Lovecraft's literary circle, who added to the book's legend by referring to it in their
own writing. People became convinced that it was a real book and its references in literature and
film continue to grow. The book also examines what people have undergone to find the
Necronomicon and the cottage industry that has arisen over the past three decades to supply the
continuing demand for a book that does not exist. Scholarly yet accessible, humorous and intriguing,
The Necronomicon Files illuminates the depth of the creative process and the transformations of
modern myth, while still managing to preserve much of the romance and fascination that surrounds
the Necronomicon in our culture.
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bibliography of books and short fiction published in the English language.
  mr james casting the runes: Runes Michael P. Barnes, 2012 Offers a full introduction to and
survey of runes and runology: their history, how they were used, and their interpretation. Runes,
often considered magical symbols of mystery and power, are in fact an alphabetic form of writing.
Derived from one or more Mediterranean prototypes, they were used by Germanic peoples to write
different kinds of Germanic language, principally Anglo-Saxon and the various Scandinavian idioms,
and were carved into stone, wood, bone, metal, and other hard surfaces; types of inscription range
from memorials to the dead, through Christian prayers and everyday messages to crude graffiti.
First reliably attested in the second century AD, runes were in due course supplanted by the roman
alphabet, though in Anglo-Saxon England they continued in use until the early eleventh century,
inScandinavia until the fifteenth (and later still in one or two outlying areas). This book provides an
accessible, general account of runes and runic writing from their inception to their final demise. It
also covers modern uses of runes, and deals with such topics as encoded texts, rune names, how
runic inscriptions were made, runological method, and the history of runic research. A final chapter
explains where those keen to see runic inscriptions can most easily find them. Professor MICHAEL
P, BARNES is Emeritus Professor of Scandinavian Studies, University College London.
  mr james casting the runes: Casting the Runes Paul StJohn Mackintosh, Casting the Runes
is an investigative role playing game based on the stories of the supernatural by M. R. James. It uses
the acclaimed Gumshoe system to place the investigation and research at the heart of the game. The
characters are investigators of the occult and uncanny: scholars, historians, archivists, academics,



parapsychologists, or even occult detectives in the mould of Carnacki or John Silence. Set in the
Edwardian Era, Casting the Runes is a complete role playing game and includes everything needed
for evoking the period and investigating the uncanny. With an extensive list of professions,
investigative and general abilities, plus rules for Stability, Social Class, Magic, and of course, ghosts,
demons and creatures of the supernatural. It also includes extensive sections on the nature of clues,
how to structure them, and detailed insights into the social strata of the Edwardian period. The
game rounds out with two introductory adventures: The Coptic Lamp and The House With the Brick
Kiln - both fascinating scenarios in the vein of traditional M. R. James ghost stories!--Publisher's
description.
  mr james casting the runes: Casting the Runes Montague Rhodes James, 2021-04-11 In
'Casting the Runes,' M.R. James masterfully weaves a tapestry of supernatural horror, exploring
themes of knowledge, power, and the esoteric. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century
England, the stories invite readers into a world where scholarly pursuits intersect with dark,
primordial forces. The prose is marked by James's signature blend of understated elegance and
chilling suspense, employing a literary style that combines rich, descriptive imagery with a precise,
almost clinical narrative voice. Each tale meticulously builds tension, delivering a visceral reading
experience that is both intellectually stimulating and emotionally unsettling. Montague Rhodes
James (1862-1936) was an accomplished scholar and medievalist, deeply influenced by his academic
background and a lifelong fascination with antiquity. His expertise in literature and history informed
his approach to supernatural fiction, enabling him to blend scholarly insights with the uncanny.
James's experiences as a Cambridge academic also contributed to his exploration of the intersection
between rationality and the supernatural, which lends his stories a unique gravitas and authenticity.
Readers seeking a profound exploration of the supernatural will find 'Casting the Runes' to be an
invaluable addition to the genre. James's ability to evoke both dread and intrigue makes this
collection essential for lovers of ghost stories and literary horror alike. Immerse yourself in this
masterful work, and prepare to confront the shadows that linger just beyond the threshold of
understanding. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading
experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis
outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed
Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An
Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind
the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying
meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages,
connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of
literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic
phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
  mr james casting the runes: God and the Gothic Alison Milbank, 2018 Alison Milbank
provides a complete reimagining of the Gothic literary canon to examine its engagement with
theological ideas, tracing its origins to the apocalyptic critique of the Reformation female martyrs,
and to the Dissolution of the monasteries, now seen as usurping authorities.
  mr james casting the runes: Hauntology Merlin Coverley, 2020-10-22 Ghosts and spectres,
the eerie and the occult. Why is contemporary culture so preoccupied by the supernatural, so
captivated by the revenants of an earlier age, so haunted? The concept of Hauntology has evolved
since first emerging in the 1990s, and has now entered the cultural mainstream as a shorthand for
our new-found obsession with the recent past. But where does this term come from and what exactly
does it mean? This book seeks to answer these questions by examining the history of our fascination
with the uncanny from the golden age of the Victorian ghost story to the present day. From Dickens
to Derrida, MR James to Mark Fisher; from the rise of Spiritualism to the folk horror revival,
Hauntology traces our continuing engagement with these esoteric ideas. Moving between the
literary and the theoretical, the visual and the political, Hauntology explores our nostalgia for the
cultural artefacts of a past from which we seem unable to break free. Praise for Merlin Coverley



'This little book [Psychogeography] does exactly what an introduction should; it examines, explains,
and whets the appetite' - Telegraph 'This succinct book is a definite first port ofcall for anyone
interested in this most esotericof theories. A portmanteau of information,a pin-pointing of
psychogeography's literaryimpact and standing, and a stimulating read' - 3:AM Magazine
  mr james casting the runes: Short Story Criticism Jessica Bomarito, 2006-10 Presents literary
criticism on the works of short-story writers of all nations, cultures, and time periods. Critical essays
are selected from leading sources, including published journals, magazines, books, reviews, diaries,
newspapers, pamphlets, and scholarly papers.
  mr james casting the runes: Terrifying Texts Cynthia J. Miller, A. Bowdoin Van Riper,
2018-09-14 From Faust (1926) to The Babadook (2014), books have been featured in horror films as
warnings, gateways, prisons and manifestations of the monstrous. Ancient grimoires such as the
Necronomicon serve as timeless vessels of knowledge beyond human comprehension, while runes,
summoning diaries, and spell books offer their readers access to the powers of the supernatural--but
at what cost? This collection of new essays examines nearly a century of genre horror in which
on-screen texts drive and shape their narratives, sometimes unnoticed. The contributors explore
American films like The Evil Dead (1981), The Prophecy (1995) and It Follows (2014), as well as such
international films as Eric Valette's Malefique (2002), Paco Cabeza's The Appeared (2007) and Lucio
Fulci's The Beyond (1981).
  mr james casting the runes: The Lives of Texts Andrzej Kowalczyk, Katarzyna Pisarska,
2014-07-24 The Lives of Texts: Exploring the Metaphor examines various instances of “textual
subsistence” implied by the title. Drawing on the parallel between a text and a living organism, the
contributors analyze various literary texts ranging from the Middle Ages to postmodernity, as well as
film adaptations and the graphic novel. Apart from the works of canonical writers, attention is also
drawn to some long-forgotten authors, along with the most recent instances of popular literature
and culture. The exploration of the title metaphor allows the contributors to trace life-like
phenomena (e.g. textual birth, maturation, dissemination, death and resurrection) in the texts of
writers so remote from each other as Layamon, Thomas More, Mary Shelley, Charles Williams,
Ursula Le Guin, A. S. Byatt, Peter Ackroyd, Iain Banks, J. K. Rowling, or Neil Gaiman.
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