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Beccaria on Crimes and Punishment: A Revolutionary View on Justice

beccaria on crimes and punishment marks a pivotal moment in the history of criminal justice and
legal philosophy. Cesare Beccaria, an 18th-century Italian philosopher and criminologist,
fundamentally challenged the traditional approaches to crime and punishment, advocating for a
system that prioritized rationality, fairness, and humanity. His groundbreaking ideas, particularly
those encapsulated in his seminal work *On Crimes and Punishments* (1764), continue to influence
modern legal systems and debates about criminal justice reform worldwide.

Understanding Beccaria’s perspective not only offers a glimpse into Enlightenment thinking but also
provides valuable insights for contemporary discussions about punishment, deterrence, and human
rights.

The Historical Context of Beccaria’s Work

In the mid-1700s, Europe’s criminal justice systems were often brutal, arbitrary, and deeply unjust.
Torture was common, punishments were disproportionately harsh, and laws were inconsistently
applied. Beccaria emerged as a voice of reason during the Age of Enlightenment, a period when
intellectuals sought to apply logic and scientific principles to all aspects of society, including law.

His treatise *On Crimes and Punishments* was revolutionary because it opposed cruel punishments
and arbitrary judicial power, advocating instead for a system built on clear laws, proportionate
penalties, and the prevention of crime through rational deterrence.

Why Beccaria’s Ideas Were So Influential

Beccaria’s arguments resonated because they aligned with the broader Enlightenment ideals of
liberty, equality, and justice. He argued that laws should serve the public good and protect citizens,
rather than satisfy the desires of monarchs or elites. This shift toward viewing the law as a social
contract between the state and its people was groundbreaking.

His insistence on abolishing torture and the death penalty in many cases challenged deeply
ingrained practices. Beccaria’s work inspired reforms across Europe and America, influencing
figures like Jeremy Bentham and contributing to the development of the modern penal system.

Key Principles in Beccaria’s Theory of Crimes and
Punishment

At the heart of Beccaria’s philosophy are several fundamental principles that outline how crime and
punishment should be approached to create a just and effective system.



1. The Social Contract and the Purpose of Punishment

Beccaria believed that individuals enter into a social contract with the state, surrendering some
freedoms in exchange for protection and order. Punishment, then, is justified only as a means to
preserve this social order and deter crime—not as retribution or vengeance.

Essentially, the goal of punishment is to prevent future offenses, either by deterring the offender or
others, rather than to inflict suffering for its own sake.

2. Proportionality and Certainty Over Severity

One of Beccaria’s most enduring ideas is that the severity of punishment should be proportionate to
the crime committed. Excessively harsh penalties do not necessarily result in better deterrence.
Instead, Beccaria emphasized the importance of certainty and swiftness in punishment.

He argued that the certainty of being caught and punished promptly is far more effective in

preventing crime than the mere threat of severe penalties. This insight helped shift penal policy
away from extreme punishments toward more measured, predictable consequences.

3. Against Torture and Capital Punishment

Beccaria was an outspoken critic of torture, arguing that it was both inhumane and unreliable as a
means of extracting truth. Furthermore, he questioned the effectiveness and morality of the death
penalty. While not an outright abolitionist in all cases, he believed capital punishment should be
reserved for the most serious crimes and even then used sparingly.

His humane approach laid the groundwork for future abolitionist movements and reforms aimed at
making the justice system more compassionate.

Beccaria’s Impact on Modern Criminal Justice

The ideas presented in *On Crimes and Punishments* laid the foundation for many modern legal
principles and reforms. His influence can be seen in various aspects of today’s criminal justice
systems.

Legal Reforms Inspired by Beccaria

Several countries adopted laws that reflected Beccaria’s principles:

e Abolition of Torture: Many European states gradually eliminated torture as a judicial
practice, recognizing its cruelty and inefficacy.



¢ Reduction of Death Penalty Use: Inspired by Beccaria’'s arguments, some countries
restricted or abolished capital punishment altogether.

¢ Clearer Legal Codes: Beccaria championed the idea that laws should be simple and clear so
that citizens understand the consequences of their actions, which influenced codification
efforts.

¢ Focus on Deterrence and Rehabilitation: Modern penal systems increasingly emphasize
deterrence, proportionality, and rehabilitation, echoing Beccaria’s vision.

The Legacy in Contemporary Criminology

Beccaria’s work is often regarded as the birth of classical criminology, which views individuals as
rational actors who weigh the costs and benefits of their actions. This perspective has shaped
theories of deterrence and punishment that dominate much of the criminal justice discourse today.

Moreover, his emphasis on human rights and proportionality aligns with current movements
advocating for fair sentencing, prison reform, and the humane treatment of offenders.

Why Beccaria on Crimes and Punishment Still Matters
Today

In an era where criminal justice systems face criticism for mass incarceration, racial disparities, and
harsh sentencing policies, revisiting Beccaria’s ideas offers critical guidance. His insistence on
justice being guided by reason, fairness, and prevention rather than vengeance challenges us to
rethink how societies address crime.

Applying Beccaria’s Principles in Modern Reform

Policymakers and reform advocates can draw from Beccaria’s philosophy by:
1. Ensuring Punishments Are Proportionate: Avoiding excessively harsh sentences for minor
offenses to reduce prison overcrowding and social harm.

2. Improving Certainty and Swiftness of Justice: Streamlining legal processes to ensure
offenders are held accountable promptly, enhancing deterrence.

3. Promoting Rehabilitation: Focusing on programs that reintegrate offenders rather than
solely punishing them.

4. Protecting Human Rights: Eliminating cruel practices and ensuring fair trials align with
Beccaria’s humane vision.



Challenges in Upholding Beccaria’s Vision

While Beccaria’s ideas are foundational, implementing them fully remains a challenge. Issues such

as political pressures, public demand for retribution, and systemic biases can undermine efforts to

create just and effective punishment systems. Nonetheless, his work serves as a beacon, reminding
us that justice should be measured, rational, and humane.

Exploring Beccaria on crimes and punishment reveals a timeless dialogue between society’s need for
order and the rights of individuals. His pioneering thoughts invite us to envision a criminal justice
system that is not only effective but also fair and compassionate—a goal that remains as relevant
today as it was over two centuries ago.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Cesare Beccaria and what is his significance in the
study of crimes and punishment?

Cesare Beccaria was an 18th-century Italian philosopher and criminologist, best known for his work
"On Crimes and Punishments" (1764), in which he advocated for criminal justice reform,
emphasizing rationality, deterrence, and the prevention of cruelty in punishment.

What are the main principles proposed by Beccaria in 'On
Crimes and Punishments'?

Beccaria's main principles include the ideas that laws should be clear and simple, punishments
should be proportionate to the crime, the purpose of punishment is deterrence rather than revenge,
and cruel and unusual punishments should be abolished.

How did Beccaria's ideas influence modern criminal justice
systems?

Beccaria's ideas laid the foundation for the classical school of criminology, influencing modern legal
systems by promoting fair trials, the abolition of torture and capital punishment in some
jurisdictions, and the focus on the prevention of crime through rational and proportionate
punishment.

What was Beccaria's stance on the death penalty?

Beccaria opposed the death penalty, arguing that it was neither a useful nor a necessary form of
punishment. He believed that life imprisonment was a more effective deterrent and that the death
penalty was a violation of social contract principles.



How does Beccaria's work address the concept of deterrence
in punishment?

Beccaria emphasized deterrence as the primary purpose of punishment, suggesting that
punishments should be swift, certain, and proportionate to the crime to effectively discourage
criminal behavior and maintain social order.

Additional Resources

Beccaria on Crimes and Punishment: A Foundational Treatise in Criminal Justice Reform

Beccaria on crimes and punishment remains a pivotal reference point in the study of criminal
law and penal reform. Cesare Beccaria, an 18th-century Italian philosopher and jurist, revolutionized
the way societies perceive justice, crime, and the role of punishment. His seminal work, "On Crimes
and Punishments" (Dei delitti e delle pene), published in 1764, challenged the prevailing norms of
arbitrary and excessively harsh penalties. This treatise laid the groundwork for modern criminal
justice systems by advocating for rational laws, proportional punishment, and the prevention of
crime rather than retributive vengeance.

As a critical voice during the Enlightenment, Beccaria's perspectives questioned the efficacy of
torture, capital punishment, and secret trials. His ideas influenced legal reforms across Europe and
America, shaping policies that emphasized deterrence and human rights. This article delves into the
core principles of Beccaria on crimes and punishment, analyzing their historical context, underlying
philosophy, and lasting impact on contemporary legal frameworks.

The Historical Context of Beccaria’s Work

The mid-18th century was characterized by widespread judicial abuses where punishments were
often cruel, disproportionate, and administered without transparency. Arbitrary detentions, torture
to extract confessions, and public executions were common. Legal systems lacked codified laws, and
justice was frequently subject to the whims of rulers or local authorities.

Against this backdrop, Beccaria emerged as a reformist thinker influenced by Enlightenment ideals
such as reason, individual rights, and social contract theory. His treatise was a response to the
chaotic and brutal penal practices of his time. By advocating for rationality and fairness, Beccaria
sought to humanize the law and create a system that prevented crime through clear and fair legal
standards.

Core Principles of Beccaria on Crimes and Punishment

Beccaria’s philosophy on crimes and punishment can be distilled into several fundamental principles
that challenged existing punitive norms:



1. The Social Contract and Legitimacy of Laws

Central to Beccaria’s theory was the idea that laws derive their legitimacy from the social
contract—an implicit agreement among individuals to surrender certain freedoms in exchange for
security and order. Punishments, therefore, must be designed to protect society and uphold this
contract, not serve as instruments of revenge.

2. Proportionality and Certainty of Punishment

Beccaria argued that the severity of punishment should be proportionate to the gravity of the crime.
Excessive penalties undermine justice and fail to deter wrongdoing effectively. More importantly, he
emphasized the certainty and swiftness of punishment over its severity, suggesting that predictable

consequences are more effective deterrents.

3. Opposition to Torture and Capital Punishment

One of Beccaria’s most radical stances was his opposition to torture and the death penalty. He
viewed torture as inhumane and unreliable, often leading to false confessions. Regarding capital
punishment, Beccaria contended that life imprisonment serves as a more effective deterrent, and
that state-sanctioned killing diminishes the moral authority of the law.

4. Prevention as the Primary Purpose of Punishment

Rather than focusing on retribution, Beccaria emphasized crime prevention through education,
social reform, and clear laws. He believed that making laws known and understandable to the
populace was essential in discouraging criminal behavior.

Impact on Modern Criminal Justice Systems

Beccaria’s ideas marked a significant shift from arbitrary justice to systems based on rational
legislation and human rights. His treatise influenced numerous legal reforms and codifications,
including:

e The Abolition of Torture: Many European countries began phasing out torture as a means of
extracting confessions, aligning with Beccaria’s arguments about its cruelty and inefficacy.

¢ Reform of Capital Punishment Laws: Movements to limit or abolish the death penalty
gained intellectual support from Beccaria’s emphasis on proportionality and humane

treatment.

e Development of Penal Codes: His insistence on clear, published laws contributed to the



establishment of written legal codes that define crimes and punishments systematically.

e Influence on the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights: Beccaria’s principles informed
foundational legal protections, such as the right to a fair trial and protection against cruel and
unusual punishment.

Comparisons with Contemporary Theories

While Beccaria’s focus was on deterrence and rationality, modern criminal justice increasingly
incorporates rehabilitative and restorative approaches. Unlike Beccaria’s primarily utilitarian
outlook, current theories often emphasize the social and psychological factors behind crime.
Nevertheless, the emphasis on proportionality and certainty remains central to contemporary justice
systems.

Critiques and Limitations of Beccaria’s Approach

Despite its groundbreaking nature, Beccaria’s work has faced criticism and practical challenges:
e Overemphasis on Rationality: Critics argue that Beccaria’s assumption that individuals
always act rationally to avoid punishment oversimplifies human behavior.

e Limited Consideration of Social Inequality: His framework does not fully address how
socioeconomic factors influence crime rates and access to justice.

e Ambiguity on Rehabilitation: Beccaria prioritized prevention over rehabilitation, which
modern criminology considers a crucial component.

Nonetheless, these critiques do not diminish the historical significance and enduring relevance of
Beccaria’s ideas in shaping humane and effective criminal justice policies.

Beccaria on Crimes and Punishment in Today’s Legal
Discourse

In the 21st century, Beccaria’s treatise continues to resonate amid ongoing debates about criminal
justice reform. Issues such as mass incarceration, the morality of the death penalty, and the use of
torture in interrogations echo the concerns Beccaria raised centuries ago.

Legal scholars and policymakers often invoke his principles when advocating for:



e Reducing sentencing disparities to ensure proportional punishment
e Enhancing transparency and fairness in judicial processes
e Prioritizing crime prevention through social programs and education

e Restricting or abolishing capital punishment

His advocacy for the certainty and swiftness of punishment aligns with current efforts to streamline
judicial procedures and reduce delays that undermine deterrence.

Beccaria’s insistence on laws being clear, public, and accessible remains a cornerstone of
democratic legal systems worldwide. In this regard, his work transcends time, embodying the quest
for justice that balances societal protection with respect for individual rights.

Beccaria on crimes and punishment underscores a transformative moment in legal philosophy—a
shift towards a justice system that values rationality, human dignity, and preventative measures.
While modern challenges require nuanced responses, his foundational principles continue to guide
reforms aimed at creating fairer and more effective criminal justice policies across the globe.
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beccaria on crimes and punishment: On Crimes and Punishments Cesare Beccaria,
2016-10-31 Cesare Beccaria’s influential Treatise on Crimes and Punishments is considered a
foundational work in the field of criminology. Three major themes of the Enlightenment run through
the Treatise: the idea that the social contract forms the moral and political basis of the work’s
reformist zeal; the idea that science supports a dispassionate and reasoned appeal for reforms; and
the belief that progress is inextricably bound to science. All three provide the foundation for
accepting Beccaria’s proposals. It is virtually impossible to ascertain which of several versions of the
Treatise that appeared during his lifetime best reflected Beccaria’s thoughts. His use of many
Enlightenment ideas also makes it difficult to interpret what he has written. While Enlightenment
thinkers advocated free men and free minds, there was considerable disagreement as to how this
might be achieved, except in the most general terms. The editors have based this translation on the
1984 Francioni text, the most exhaustive critical Italian edition of Dei delitti e delle pene. This
edition is the last that Beccaria personally oversaw and revised. This translation includes an
outstanding opening essay by the editors and is a welcome introduction to Beccaria and the
beginnings of criminology.
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Cesare Beccaria, 2009-05-05 Published in 1764, On Crimes and Punishments by Cesare Beccaria
(1738-1794) courted both success and controversy in Europe and North America. Enlightenment
luminaries and enlightened monarchs alike lauded the text and looked to it for ideas that might help
guide the various reform projects of the day. The equality of every citizen before the law, the right to
a fair trial, the abolition of the death penalty, the elimination of the use of torture in criminal
interrogations—these are but a few of the vital arguments articulated by Beccaria. This volume
offers a new English translation of On Crimes and Punishment alongside writings by a number of
Beccaria’s contemporaries. Of particular interest is Voltaire’s commentary on the text, which is
included in its entirety. The supplementary materials testify not only to the power and significance
of Beccaria’s ideas, but to the controversial reception of his book. At the same time that philosophes
proclaimed that it contained principles of enduring importance to any society grappling with matters
of political and criminal justice, allies of the ancien régime roundly denounced it, fearing that the
book’s attack on feudal privileges and its call to separate law from religion (and thus crime from sin)
would undermine their longstanding privileges and powers. Long appreciated as a foundational text
in criminology, Beccaria’s arguments have become central in debates over capital punishment. This
new edition presents Beccaria’s On Crimes and Punishments as an important and influential work of
Enlightenment political theory.

beccaria on crimes and punishment: Of Crimes and Punishments Cesare marchese di
Beccaria, 1996 Praised by Benjamin Franklin and Jefferson (who quoted Beccaria in his inaugural
address), and in Europe, by Bentham and Voltaire, Beccaria's treatise is a systematic analysis of the
issues that ought to inspire a sound judicial system: an emphasis on crime prevention, prompt
punishment, and the nature of the death penalty as a non-deterrent - and, above all the belief in the
greatest happiness for the greatest number of people.

beccaria on crimes and punishment: Beccaria: 'On Crimes and Punishments' and Other
Writings Cesare marchese di Beccaria, 1995-04-13 This edition of Beccaria's On Crimes and
Punishments and other writings presents an interpretation of his thought. Drawing on Italian
scholarship, Richard Bellamy shows how Beccaria wove together the various political languages of
the Enlightenment into a novel synthesis, and argues that his political philosophy, often regarded as
no more than a precursor of Bentham's, combines republican, contractarian, romantic and liberal as
well as utilitarian themes. The result is a complex theory of punishment that derives from a
sophisticated analysis of the role of the state and the nature of human motivation in commercial
society. The translation used in this edition is based on the fifth Italian edition, and provides
English-speaking readers with Beccaria's own order of his text for the first time. A number of pieces
from his writings on political economy and the history of civilisation which were not previously
available in English are also included.

beccaria on crimes and punishment: On Crimes and Punishments Cesare marchese di
Beccaria, 1963 Library of Liberal Arts title.

beccaria on crimes and punishment: Cesare Beccaria John Hostettler, 2011-01-04 In
eighteenth century continental Europe penal law was barbaric. Gallows were a regular feature of the
landscape, branding and mutilation common and there existed the ghastly spectacle of men being
broken on the wheel. To make matters worse, people were often tortured or put to death (sometimes
both) for minor crimes and often without any trial at all. Like a bombshell a book entitled On Crimes
and Punishments exploded onto the scene in 1764 with shattering effect. Its author was a young
nobleman named Cesare Beccaria (1738-1794). A central message of that[Jnow classic[Jwork was
that such punishments belonged to [Ja war of nations against their citizens[] and should be abolished.
It was a cri de coeur for thorough reform of the law affecting punishments and it swept across the
continent of Europe like wildfire, being adopted by one ruler after another. It even crossed the
Atlantic to the new United States of America into the hands of President Thomas Jefferson. In a
wonderful sentence which concludes Beccaria[]s book, he sums up matters as follows: [] In order that
every punishment may not be an act of violence, committed by one man or by many against a single
individual, it ought to be above all things public, speedy, necessary, the least possible in the given



circumstances, proportioned to its crime (and) dictated by the laws.[] Civilising penal law remains a
topical issue but it began with Cesare Beccaria.

beccaria on crimes and punishment: An Essay on Crimes and Punishments Cesare
marchese di Beccaria, 1872

beccaria on crimes and punishment: On Crimes and Punishments Georg Koopmann,
2017-07-12 Beccarria's influential Treatise On Crimes and Punishments is considered a foundation
work in the modern field of criminology. As Newman and Marongiu note in their introduction to the
work, three master themes of the Enlightenment run through the Treatise: the idea of the social
contract, the idea of science, and the belief in progress. The idea of the social contact forms the
moral and political basis of the work's reformist zeal. Th e idea of science supports a dispassionate
and reasoned appeal for reforms. The belief in progress is inextricably bound to the idea of science.
All three provide the necessary foundation for accepting Beccaria's proposals. It is virtually
impossible to ascertain which of several versions of the Treatise that appeared during his lifetime
best reflected Becccaria's own thought. His use of many ideas of Enlightenment thinkers also makes
it diffi cult to interpret what he has written. While Enlightenment thinkers wanted to break the
chains of religion and advocated free men and free minds, there was considerable disagreement as
to how this might be achieved, except in the most general terms. The editors have based this
translation on the Francioni (1984) text, by far the most exhaustive critical Italian edition of Dei
delitti e delle pene. This edition is undoubtedly the last that Beccaria personally oversaw and
revised. This new translation, which includes an outstanding opening essay by the editors, is a
welcome introduction to Beccaria and to the modern beginnings of criminology.

beccaria on crimes and punishment: An Essay on Crimes and Punisments [sic]. By the
Marquis Beccaria of Milan. With a Commentary, by M. de Voltaire Cesare marchese di Beccaria,
1770

beccaria on crimes and punishment: An Essay on Crimes and Punishments Cesare marchese
di Beccaria, 1788

beccaria on crimes and punishment: An Essay on Crimes and Punishments Cesare
Beccaria, Cesare marchese di Beccaria, 1807

beccaria on crimes and punishment: An Essay on Crimes and Punishments. By the
Marquis Beccaria of Milan. With a Commentary by M. de Voltaire Cesare marchese di
Beccaria, 1770

beccaria on crimes and punishment: An Essay on Crimes and Punishments Cesare marchese
di Beccaria, 1767

beccaria on crimes and punishment: Of Crimes and Punishments O Beccari, Cesare
Beccaria, 1998-06-01 First published in 1764, and the first sustained critique in the Western
tradition of capital punishment, this essay is a touchstone of legal and ethical reasoning. The likes of
Voltaire, Jefferson, and Franklin have cited Beccaria as a model of clarity and morality in thinking
about this often impassioned topic. Today, Beccaria's emphasis on prevention of crime, promptness
of punishment, and the unnecessary nature of the death penalty are central to contemporary debates
on crime.

beccaria on crimes and punishment: Encyclopedia of Crime and Punishment David
Levinson, 2002 Authoritative and comprehensive, this multivolume set includes hundreds of articles
in the field of criminal justice. Impressive arrays of authors have contributed to this resource,
addressing such diverse topics as racial profiling, money laundering, torture, prisoner literature, the
KGB, and Sing Sing. Written in an accessible manner and attractively presented, the background
discussions, definitions, and explanations of important issues and future trends are absorbing.
Interesting sidebars and facts,reference lists, relevant court cases, tables, and black-and-white
photographs supplement the entries. Appendixes cover careers in criminal justice, Web resources,
and professional organizations. A lengthy bibliography lists relevant works.--The Best of the Best
Reference Sources, American Libraries, May 2003.

beccaria on crimes and punishment: Re-Reading Beccaria Antje du Bois-Pedain, Shachar



Eldar, 2022-10-06 Cesare Beccaria's slim 1764 volume On Crimes and Punishments influenced
policy developments worldwide and over decades, if not centuries, after its publication. For those
who turn to Beccaria's work today, the encounter is shaped by that knowledge. Appreciative of On
Crimes and Punishments' dual nature as historical document and repository of ideas, the
contributions in this collection address different aspects of the criminal justice theory Beccaria
offered his readers and face up to methodological questions raised by meeting a historical text of
this kind - unsystematic and by modern standards often under-argued - with modern scholarly
conventions in mind. Contributions in the first part of the book engage with Beccaria's political
theory of criminal justice through the lenses of political and penal philosophy, considering how
Beccaria's blending of social-contractarian foundations and proto-utilitarian policy analysis interlinks
with the concrete set of criminal justice practices Beccaria presents as justified. This leads on to the
second part where contributors approach Beccaria's ideas with present-day reforms and
developments in mind. Many of his policy proposals and arguments remain significant from our
contemporary perspective, their limitations and omissions proving as instructive for the
contemporary scholar as their more prescient elements. The third part offers those looking at
Beccaria's work today a glimpse into the practical difficulties facing the firebrand author turned
public servant during his long career in the Habsburg-Lombardian administration. It puts his work
into the broader context of pathways to criminal justice reform in northern Italy, Habsburgian
Lombardy, and the Austro-Hungarian Empire in Beccaria's day.

beccaria on crimes and punishment: The Enlightenment Paul Hyland, Olga Gomez,
Francesca Greensides, 2003 This oustanding sourcebook brings together the work of major
Enlightenment thinkers to illustrate the full importance and achievements of this great period of
change.

beccaria on crimes and punishment: An Essay on Crimes and Punishments, Translated from
the Italian Cesare Beccaria, 1785

beccaria on crimes and punishment: Juvenile Delinquency James W. Burfeind, Dawn
Jeglum Bartusch, 2006 Juvenile Delinquency: An Integrated Approach provides a thorough
examination of the primary theories of delinquency along with the most recent and relevant research
in the field. The social contexts of delinquency--families, peers, schools, drugs, and gangs--are
considered within the theoretical traditions that most actively address these arenas. With a writing
style praised by reviewers and students alike, Burfeind and Bartusch do an outstanding job helping
students understand juvenile delinquency.The text is divided into four main sections, containing 15
chapters. The first two sections focus on defining and describing juvenile delinquency. The third
section concentrates on explaining delinquent behavior, while the fourth section considers
responding to juvenile delinquency through contemporary juvenile justice systems.

beccaria on crimes and punishment: On Crimes and Punishments Cesare Beccaria,
2021-02-15 Published in 1764 and included two years later in the Index of Forbidden Books, On
Crimes and Punishments is the best known work of the Italian Enlightenment. It was immediately a
great success in Europe and United States, and was appreciated by characters such as Voltaire,
Blackstone and Bentham. The first four U.S. Presidents were inspired by Beccaria's treatise, and
America's foundational legal documents were shaped by it.In his aspiration for a more modern and
just society, Beccaria demonstrates the uselessness, injustice, dangerousness and inhumanity of the
death penalty and torture.The work is followed by Voltaire's A Commentary on the Book of Crimes
and Punishments.
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