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Pig Wrestling: A Unique and Lively Rural Tradition

pig wrestling is one of those quirky, entertaining events that often pops up at county fairs, agricultural

festivals, and community gatherings, especially in rural areas. It’s a lively activity that blends humor,

skill, and a bit of chaos, drawing crowds eager to watch participants scramble after a slippery piglet.

But beyond the laughs and spectacle, pig wrestling is rooted in agricultural traditions and offers a

fascinating glimpse into rural culture. Whether you’re curious about the origins, interested in the rules,

or just want to know what it takes to wrestle a pig, this article dives deep into the world of pig

wrestling.

The Origins and Cultural Significance of Pig Wrestling

Pig wrestling has its roots in agricultural communities where pigs have long been part of daily life.

Historically, working with livestock was a necessity, and playful competitions involving animals were a

way to bring communities together. Over time, pig wrestling evolved from practical animal handling into

a fun and competitive sport, often featured at fairs and festivals.

This event reflects a broader cultural appreciation for farm life and the skills required to manage

animals. It’s also a form of entertainment that celebrates rural heritage, giving city dwellers a glimpse

of country living in a lighthearted way. The communal aspect of pig wrestling fosters camaraderie,

encouraging teamwork and providing laughter for spectators and participants alike.

Understanding the Basics of Pig Wrestling

At its core, pig wrestling involves chasing and catching a pig, typically a young piglet, in a muddy or



enclosed area. The goal is usually to grab the pig’s tail or hold onto the animal for a set amount of

time. Because pigs are naturally quick and slippery, the challenge lies in agility, strategy, and

sometimes sheer determination.

The Setup and Equipment

Pig wrestling arenas are often simple: a mud pit or a fenced pen where the pig can run but not

escape. The mud adds to the difficulty, making it slippery and unpredictable, heightening the

excitement for both participants and onlookers. Participants usually wear old clothes and boots,

prepared to get dirty, and sometimes gloves to better grip the pig’s bristly hide.

Rules and Safety Considerations

While pig wrestling is all about fun, organizers take animal welfare seriously. Pigs used in these events

are typically small, young, and healthy, ensuring they are not harmed during the activity. Humane

treatment is a priority, with handlers supervising to prevent undue stress or injury to the animals.

Rules may vary by event, but common guidelines include:

- Only catching the pig by its tail or body, avoiding harm.

- Limiting the time spent wrestling to reduce stress on the pig.

- Ensuring participants are physically able and aware of the risks.

- Having veterinarians or animal welfare experts on site.

These rules help maintain the balance between entertainment and ethical treatment.



Why Do People Participate in Pig Wrestling?

You might wonder, what motivates people to dive into a muddy pit to wrestle a pig? The reasons are

varied and often personal.

Community and Tradition

For many, pig wrestling is a cherished tradition passed down through generations. It’s a way to

connect with the past, celebrate agricultural roots, and participate in a communal event that brings

neighbors and families together.

Fun and Physical Challenge

Beyond tradition, pig wrestling offers a unique physical challenge. It requires quick reflexes, agility, and

teamwork if done in groups. The unpredictable nature of the pig’s movements keeps participants on

their toes, making it a thrilling experience.

Fundraising and Charity

Many pig wrestling events serve as fundraisers for local causes, schools, or charities. The entertaining

spectacle draws crowds, raising money through entry fees, concessions, and sponsorships while

providing wholesome fun.



Tips for Successfully Wrestling a Pig

If you ever find yourself signed up for a pig wrestling event, a little preparation can go a long way.

Here are some helpful tips to keep in mind:

Dress Appropriately: Wear clothes you don’t mind getting muddy and sturdy boots with good

traction.

Stay Calm and Patient: Pigs can sense nervous energy. Moving slowly and deliberately can help

you get closer.

Work as a Team: If the event allows team participation, coordinate with others to corner and

catch the pig efficiently.

Focus on the Tail: The pig’s tail is often the target to grab, so keep your eyes on it and

anticipate the pig’s movements.

Practice Agility: Quick reflexes and the ability to move in slippery conditions are essential.

Practicing balance and speed beforehand helps.

The Controversy and Animal Welfare Concerns

As with many animal-based entertainment activities, pig wrestling has its critics. Animal rights

advocates argue that even if unintentional, the activity can cause stress and discomfort to the pigs

involved. These concerns have led to increased scrutiny and calls for alternatives that prioritize animal

welfare.



In response, many event organizers have implemented stricter guidelines and oversight. Some have

replaced live pig wrestling with pig-themed obstacle courses or mechanical pig simulations to maintain

the fun without involving live animals.

Modern Variations and Alternatives

The evolution of pig wrestling reflects broader societal shifts toward ethical entertainment. Some

modern fairs have introduced variations that capture the spirit of pig wrestling without the direct

handling of live animals. These include:

Mechanical Pig Wrestling: Using a machine that mimics pig movements, participants try to stay

on or “catch” the mechanical pig.

Inflatable Pig Races: Participants race pig-shaped inflatables or run pig-themed obstacle

courses.

Virtual Pig Wrestling Games: Digital simulations that allow players to engage in pig wrestling

virtually, offering a cruelty-free experience.

These alternatives appeal to a wider audience, including those concerned about animal welfare, and

help preserve the festive atmosphere of pig wrestling events.

Pig Wrestling in Popular Culture

Pig wrestling has found its way into pop culture, often depicted in movies, television shows, and

literature as a symbol of rural charm, down-to-earth fun, or comedic chaos. Its quirky nature makes it a



memorable activity that highlights small-town traditions and the playful side of agricultural life.

For many, pig wrestling is more than just a game—it’s a celebration of community spirit, resilience, and

the simple joys of life on the farm.

---

Whether you’re a curious spectator or a brave participant, pig wrestling offers an experience that is as

entertaining as it is unique. It shines a light on rural traditions while providing laughter and excitement

for all involved. And with evolving attitudes and creative alternatives, pig wrestling continues to adapt,

preserving its place in the heart of community festivities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is pig wrestling?

Pig wrestling is a recreational activity or sport where participants attempt to catch or hold onto a pig,

often in a muddy or enclosed area, typically as part of a fair or festival.

Is pig wrestling considered animal cruelty?

Pig wrestling can be controversial, as some animal rights groups argue that it causes stress and

potential harm to the pigs, while supporters claim it is a harmless, traditional activity when conducted

responsibly.

Where is pig wrestling most popular?

Pig wrestling is most popular in rural areas of the United States, particularly in southern states, where

it is often featured at county fairs and agricultural festivals.



What are the rules of pig wrestling?

Rules vary by event, but generally, participants must catch or hold a pig within a designated area and

time limit, often working in teams or individually, while ensuring the safety of both the pig and the

participants.

How do organizers ensure the safety of pigs in pig wrestling events?

Organizers typically use trained pigs accustomed to human interaction, limit the duration of the event,

provide adequate supervision, and ensure the pigs are not injured or overly stressed during the

activity.

Can anyone participate in pig wrestling?

Participation usually depends on age, physical ability, and event-specific rules; some events have age

restrictions or require participants to sign waivers, but generally, it is open to the public during fairs and

festivals.

Are there alternatives to pig wrestling that are more animal-friendly?

Yes, many fairs now offer alternative activities such as inflatable pig races, pig-themed obstacle

courses, or virtual pig wrestling games to provide entertainment without involving live animals.

Additional Resources

Pig Wrestling: An Investigative Look into the Controversial Rural Sport

pig wrestling is a rural game that has both fascinated and divided communities for decades. Often

featured as a highlight at agricultural fairs, festivals, and county events, pig wrestling involves

participants attempting to catch, hold, or wrestle a pig within a confined space. While it may appear as

a lighthearted, traditional activity rooted in farm culture, pig wrestling raises important questions about

animal welfare, cultural heritage, and rural entertainment. This article delves into the origins,



mechanics, societal perceptions, and ethical considerations surrounding pig wrestling, providing a

balanced and detailed overview of this unusual sport.

Understanding Pig Wrestling: Origins and Mechanics

Pig wrestling originated as a recreational pastime in rural areas, particularly in the United States during

the early 20th century. It was initially a way to engage community members during fairs and harvest

celebrations, blending agricultural life with entertainment. The core concept is straightforward:

contestants enter an enclosed pen where a pig—commonly a young, lightweight swine—is released,

and the objective is to catch or hold it, often within a set time limit.

The physicality of pig wrestling involves agility, speed, and sometimes teamwork, as pigs are generally

slippery and quick animals. The pigs used are typically small breeds, weighing anywhere from 50 to

150 pounds, making the event manageable for most participants. The pen is often muddy or slippery,

adding an extra layer of challenge and spectacle to the event.

Rules and Variations

While pig wrestling events vary by region, some common rules apply:

Participants must catch and hold the pig for a specific duration, usually 10 to 30 seconds.

The pig must be released unharmed after the event.

Only designated pigs are used, often rotated to prevent animal stress.

Some contests involve timed races to catch the pig, while others focus on wrestling or

restraining techniques.



Variations exist, including team-based pig wrestling, where groups compete to catch the pig fastest,

and solo competitions emphasizing individual skill and endurance.

The Cultural Significance of Pig Wrestling in Rural

Communities

Pig wrestling holds a distinct place in rural and agricultural culture. For many communities, it is more

than just a game; it is a tradition that symbolizes local identity and camaraderie. Agricultural fairs,

where pig wrestling is commonly featured, serve as social hubs, connecting farmers, families, and

visitors through shared experiences.

The event often acts as a fundraiser or a means to draw crowds, benefiting local economies and

charitable causes. In some areas, pig wrestling is considered a rite of passage or a nostalgic nod to

the agricultural roots of the community.

However, perceptions of pig wrestling vary widely. Supporters emphasize the sport’s role in fostering

community spirit and preserving rural heritage. Critics, on the other hand, challenge the ethical

implications, citing concerns over animal welfare and potential harm to the pigs involved.

Comparisons to Other Animal-Based Rural Sports

Pig wrestling can be compared to other traditional rural contests such as calf roping, bull riding, and

chicken catching. Each of these activities involves human interaction with animals in a competitive

context and shares similar cultural and ethical debates.

Unlike rodeo events, which often have extensive regulations and veterinary oversight, pig wrestling

tends to be less formalized, leading to varied standards of animal care. This difference contributes to



the scrutiny pig wrestling faces from animal rights organizations.

Animal Welfare and Ethical Considerations

One of the most pressing concerns surrounding pig wrestling is the welfare of the animals involved.

Critics argue that the physical stress, fear, and potential injury inflicted on pigs during wrestling are

ethically problematic.

Studies on animal behavior indicate that pigs are intelligent, social creatures capable of experiencing

stress and discomfort. The chaotic environment of pig wrestling—loud noises, slippery surfaces, and

physical restraint—can cause significant distress.

Animal welfare advocates call for stricter regulations or outright bans on pig wrestling, urging

organizers to implement humane practices such as:

Limiting the duration of pig exposure to the event.

Ensuring pigs have access to rest, food, and water before and after the event.

Employing veterinary staff on-site for monitoring pig health.

Using non-slip, clean surfaces to minimize injury risks.

Conversely, proponents argue that when conducted responsibly, pig wrestling can be a harmless

activity that does not cause lasting harm to the animals. They stress the importance of rotating pigs

and adhering to guidelines to ensure safety.



Legal Status and Regulations

The legal landscape of pig wrestling varies by jurisdiction. Some states or localities have enacted laws

restricting or banning the practice, citing animal cruelty statutes. Others allow it under specific

conditions or exemptions tied to cultural or agricultural events.

For example, in parts of the United States, pig wrestling remains legal but is subject to oversight by

fair organizers and animal control agencies. In contrast, other countries have prohibited similar events

altogether, reflecting differing societal norms and regulatory approaches toward animal entertainment.

Economic and Entertainment Aspects

From an economic standpoint, pig wrestling serves as an attraction that can significantly boost

attendance at fairs and festivals. The spectacle appeals to a demographic interested in traditional rural

experiences, often drawing tourists and media attention.

Entertainment-wise, pig wrestling is a visually engaging and energetic event. The unpredictability of the

pig’s movements and the participants’ attempts to catch it create a dynamic and often humorous

scene. This entertainment value, however, must be balanced against ethical considerations and

evolving public attitudes toward animal rights.

Pros and Cons of Pig Wrestling as a Public Event

Pros:

Preserves rural traditions and cultural heritage.



Engages community members in shared activities.

Generates economic benefits through increased event attendance.

Offers family-friendly entertainment in agricultural settings.

Cons:

Potential for animal stress, injury, or mistreatment.

Growing public concern and backlash over animal rights.

Legal restrictions in certain regions limiting event feasibility.

Possible negative media coverage impacting community reputation.

Future Perspectives on Pig Wrestling

As society becomes increasingly conscious of animal welfare, the future of pig wrestling is uncertain.

Some communities have adapted by modifying the event to minimize animal involvement, such as

using mechanical pigs or alternative games that simulate the experience without live animals.

Educational efforts also play a role, with organizers promoting awareness of animal care and ethical

treatment alongside traditional festivities. The balance between preserving cultural heritage and



respecting animal rights remains a dynamic conversation influencing the evolution of pig wrestling.

In the broader context of rural sports and entertainment, pig wrestling exemplifies the challenges faced

when tradition meets modern ethical standards. Its continued existence will likely depend on

community values, legal frameworks, and the willingness of organizers to innovate responsibly.

Pig wrestling, while rooted in history and culture, is thus emblematic of a larger dialogue about how

society values animals within the context of entertainment. Whether it endures, evolves, or fades away,

pig wrestling continues to provoke thoughtful examination from various perspectives within the rural

and animal welfare communities.
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tourist destination, Don't Kill the Cow Too Quick records a passing era.
  pig wrestling: The Old Man's Secret Sandra-Kay Austin, 2005 Corey has just moved from
Toronto to the small village of Bryan's Ford, where things are definitely not the same. To start with,
a girl named Miranda is the only one living near him who isn't an adult and she doesn't seem all that
happy he's there. Then, there's mean Old Man Marshall, who keeps showing up at the weirdest
times to make him angry. And there's his mother's refusal to answer any questions about the man,
and the way she just keeps ignoring everything wrong and she keeps repeating, It's just you and me
and God now. Besides that, he keeps running into the scary things that he doesn't know about such
as bears. However, when Miranda begins to introduce him to a new world that includes things like
pig-wrestling and frog-catching, their friendship begins to grow. But the mystery around Old Man
Marshall grows too and when they search for answers in his abandoned mine, the adventure really
begins. And when he finds the answers he's seeking, Corey receives the biggest surprise of his
lifetime. For more information please visit the official site at: www.sandrakayaustin.com
  pig wrestling: Bleating Hearts Mark Hawthorne, 2013-11-29 Comprehensive and hard-hitting,
Bleating Hearts examines the world’s vast exploitation of animals, from the food, fashion, and
research industries to the use of other species for sport, war, entertainment, religion, labor and
pleasure. ,
  pig wrestling: Explosive Fourth Tammy Lind, 2025-09-10 It's the Fourth of July and Mustang
Valley has a whole week of events planned to celebrate. Paige and her son, Marc, are looking
forward to watching and participating in the events. When Paige's ex-husband, Marc's estranged
father, shows up with his six-year-old daughter, Brooke, claiming his wife is dead neither of them are
happy about it. Marc decides to make the best of it and get to know his half-sister. It soon becomes
clear to both Paige and Marc that Jason is hiding or running from something, but he isn't talking.
When a body is found Marc and his friends are sure that Jason is being framed. The evidence
pointing to Jason can be explained away, but he also has a motive. With the help of Paige, Jessie and
his friends, can Marc prove his father is innocent?
  pig wrestling: Emerging Voices for Animals in Tourism Jes Hooper, Carol Kline, 2024-02-14
While the study of animal-human interactions within the context of tourism has been explored in a
greater number and diversity of ways within the last decade, the discourse remains divided between
traditional tourism academia and outside disciplines 'looking in'. Tourism academia has borrowed
philosophical, ethical, gender studies, sociological, ecological conservation, and economic lenses to
explore animals in tourism, however collaboration with authors external to tourism studies remains
few. This edited volume strengthens the bridge between tourism academia and other disciplines by
highlighting the fresh perspectives, emerging methodologies and innovative interdisciplinary
conventions at the forefront of animals in tourism research, whilst critically working towards more
ethical human-animal interactions within the tourism and leisure space. Split into four parts
'emerging motivations', 'emerging cultures', 'emerging narratives', and 'emerging reflections', this
unique text will be widely applicable to scholars working towards equitable human-animal
interactions within tourism.
  pig wrestling: Substitute Teacher Survival Activities Vol 1 Thomas J. Rundquist, 2000-08
  pig wrestling: The Hero John Ringo, Michael Z. Williamson, 2004-06-01 A Deranged Human
Who Lives to Deal Death Stalks an Alien Who Cannot Bear to Kill, with the Galaxy's Future in the
Balance. Science Fiction Adventure in the Posleen War Universe from a New York Times
Best-Selling Author and a New Star of Military Science Fiction. It's a matter of trust. For thousands
of years the Darhel, a warrior species conditioned to be incapable of killing, manipulated and
controlled the human race. Then the humans threw off their yoke and, as humans tend to do,
attempted to exterminate them. Now, for the first time, a Darhel has been assigned to the elite Deep
Reconnaissance Team commandos. Trust, in a small unit, is vital. And there was no trust to be had
on either side. But when the mission encountered an alien device worth more than a king's ransom,
it was the humans who betrayed the trust. Now the despised Darhel must race against the team's
sniper to prevent the artifact falling into the wrong hands. The Darhel has empathic powers,



superhuman strength and the speed of a cheetah. The sniper has years of experience and enormous
ability. The sniper can kill. The Darhel cannot. The fate of the galaxy and the human race for the
next thousand years hangs in the balance and that balance rests on the shoulders of a Darhel. The
Hero has a thousand faces, but is one of them the face of an elf At the publisher's request, this title
is sold without DRM (Digital Rights Management). If you want military Sf with a difference, read
John Ringo . . . You'll get as much action as you could hope for. . . . ¾Eric Flint [Ringo's SF is]
peopled with three-dimensional characters and spiced with personal drama as well as tactical
finesse. ¾Library Journal Ringo has become one of the writers whose work I jump first to when
books arrive. . . . ¾Philadelphia Weekly Press . . . Ringo's penchant for describing military action has
also grown exponentially . . . a sequel capable of standing on its own. ¾Starlog
  pig wrestling: Going Local Jamie Harrison, 2024-07-02 “You haven’t been west in any
meaningful sense until you’ve been to Blue Deer, Montana . . . Rekindles our delight in Ms.
Harrison’s offbeat sensibility and tart regional voice.” —The New York Times Book Review “What
seems characteristic of the best crime writing is surpassingly true of Jamie Harrison: she is creating
entertainment and diversion, but she is also writing social history as accurate in its essences as a
road map and generating a most admirable work of literature.” —Los Angeles Times Love and
rodeos, land and greed. The inhabitants of Blue Deer are gearing up for the annual Fourth of July
rodeo, with tourists descending upon the town “in a kind of berserk westward ho.” When the bodies
of an environmental lawyer and his lover are found bobbing inside a tent in a reservoir, Jules at first
assumes jealousy, but follows the evidence through the intricacies of mining law, rodeos, and
explosions, leading to a proposed resort in the Crazy Mountains. Going Local continues the exploits
of Sheriff Jules Clement in this exciting installment of the critically acclaimed mystery series.
  pig wrestling: I Should Have Stayed Home Roger Rapoport, Bob Drews, Kim Klescewski,
2007 This uproarious book takes you where conventional dining guides dare not go, from the best
restaurant in an Idaho town to a Chinese eatery on New York's Lower East Side that erupts into food
fights. Readers will discover more exotic culinary experiences, too, as travel writers and scientific
explorers share their experiences feasting on lorikeets in Indonesia and sauteed termintes in
Borneo, not to mention pan-friend piranha and grilled anteater on the banks of the Amazon and
champagne and caviar on the Trans-Siberian Railroad. The ultimate in fusion cuisine, this book is a
must for every gourmet armchair adventurer.
  pig wrestling: Led by the Stars David Luders, 2010 300 years before William the Conqueror
brings feudalism to England, there is a like case in the Pacific islands. But there, two races meet,
neither knowing until then that there are any others in the world. Polynesians, voyaging in quest of a
place to start new fiefs, discover islands occupied by tribal blacks. Amazement, fear and curiosity
give way to fascination, prejudice and ambition, but across the racial divide friendships form.
Antagonisms amongst the colonisers lead to conflict. Alignments emerge, families struggle with
setbacks and misfortunes. Through it all, young people form liaisons, building a society unimagined
when first the two peoples met. Who then are the conquerors, and who the conquered? Out of the
past, in the lush isolation of some Pacific islands, comes a story based on spoken histories told
exclusively to the author. It is one that resonates strangely with issues of the present day.Led by the
Stars is the first in the SAGA OF PACIFIC ISLANDS series of novels.
  pig wrestling: Guam James H. Hallas, 2025-03-18 From the award-winning author of Saipan
comes the definitive account of one of World War II's most brutal yet overlooked battles—the
American reconquest of Guam, where 20 days of combat would claim over 18,000 mostly Japanese
lives and mark another important turning point in the Pacific War. Drawing from extensive archival
research and firsthand accounts, James H. Hallas masterfully reconstructs this pivotal 1944
campaign that transformed a Japanese island fortress into a vital American base for the final push
toward Tokyo. Experience the harrowing invasion through the eyes of the Marines, soldiers, and
sailors who fought there: The devastating pre-invasion bombardment that pounded Japanese
defenses for 13 straight days The bloody beach landings where frogmen teams led the way through
murderous fire The desperate Japanese counterattacks that sometimes inflicted 50% casualties on



American units The brutal combat through jungles, swamps, and cave networks in suffocating
tropical heat With the same gripping detail that earned his previous works critical acclaim, Hallas
weaves together strategic overview with intimate human drama, from the commanders who planned
the invasion to the frontline troops who executed it. This meticulously researched narrative stands
as the authoritative history of a battle that helped secure ultimate victory in the Pacific.
  pig wrestling: Crazy Fox Ranch Deborah Garner, 2018-05-25
  pig wrestling: Simple Gifts Lori Copeland, 2009-08-30 Can anything else go wrong? Marlene
Queens goes home to Parness Springs, Missouri, to put her late Aunt Beth’s house on the market
and settle the estate. But once she’s back home, Marlene suddenly finds herself in over her head.
Her Aunt Ingrid grows more demanding by the day. Marlene discovers her childhood sweetheart is
now the local vet and the town’s acting mayor. And when a group of citizens want to put up a statue
in memory of Marlene’s father—the parent who always embarrassed her as a child—Marlene is
unwillingly swept into a firestorm of controversy. As one thing leads to another, Marlene sees her
entire life being rearranged before her eyes. Parness Springs may never be the same. Marlene fears
that the secret she’s kept for years may be revealed. Can God work a miracle so she can finally have
the future she’s longed for?
  pig wrestling: Tulsa's Haunted Memories Teri French, 2010 Explores the forgotten history and
lost folklore of “America's Most Beautiful City,” which has a haunting history that will captivate the
reader with the secrets it holds from its intriguing past, while mystery and mystique follow Tulsa's
urban legends and prove that truth can be stranger than fiction. Original.
  pig wrestling: Zoa’s Arks William M. Trently, 2023-10-27 Despite their longing for a better
world, people aren’t trying hard enough. If you’re distressed by that, Zoa’s Arks offers a place to
share rage, and may nudge a few people to try harder. Bilal, whose family is tragically affected by a
racial hate crime, becomes disillusioned with slow social progress. A college friend muses that
humans might expedite change by embracing “some sort of bigger education” that evokes oneness
based on science and history. Initially skeptical, Bilal adopts her idea. He is later touched by an
account of a man who aids a wild animal hit by a car. Bilal wonders how the world would be if more
people acted with such compassion. He travels globally and is heartbroken by how people mistreat
each other and other animals. He sees these oppressions intersect. Bilal works hard advocating for
all lives, but folks remain sluggish to reform. Dismissing his friend’s warnings, he resorts to helping
a mysterious individual named Zoa carry out an apocalyptic scheme that expedites change by force.
This alters life on Earth and creates unexpected hardships, but delivers an immediate victory to
animals and an opportunity for humanity.
  pig wrestling: Loadsa Plays Lewis Cuthbert, 2014-10-23 Loadsa plays from Lewis Cuthbert, up
and coming North-east writer. Graduate of Newcastle's Live Theatre Playwrights' Course 2013 and
second place holder of the People's Play Award 2012. His work is fresh, macabre and hilarious.
  pig wrestling: Coronation Chicken Nigel Barley, 2014-04-27 It is 1953 in southern England, the
time of the Coronation, and Jack is a small boy from the poor end of the village who is trying
desperately to understand the strange people he has been born into. After the gritty, state-regulated
austerity of the war, it is supposed to be a time for the celebration of cherished values and national
renewal and the idea is to share the ultimate luxury food - a chicken - at a street party as a symbol of
all that is eternal in the British identity. But things do not go as planned and begin to fall apart in the
face of death, sex and changing reality. Coronation Chicken is a darkly comic novella that mixes
personal recollection, anthropological insight and humour to give a portrait of a post-war Britain
that has now vanished for ever. It is at once nostalgic and more than a little unnerving.
  pig wrestling: Household Words , 1853
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