in defense of a liberal education

In Defense of a Liberal Education: Why It Still Matters Today

In defense of a liberal education, it’s important to recognize its enduring
value in a rapidly changing world. While STEM fields and specialized skills
dominate headlines and job markets, the broad, critical-thinking foundation a
liberal education provides remains crucial. This type of education nurtures
creativity, empathy, and adaptability—qualities that no algorithm or
technical skill alone can replace. Let’s explore why defending liberal
education is not just an academic exercise but a vital conversation about the
future of learning and society.

Understanding What a Liberal Education Truly
Means

A liberal education isn’t about limiting yourself to “liberal” political
views, as some might mistakenly think. Instead, it’'s an approach to learning
that encompasses a wide range of disciplines—literature, philosophy, history,
social sciences, natural sciences, and the arts. The goal is to develop well-
rounded individuals who can think critically, communicate effectively, and
engage thoughtfully with the world around them.

The Breadth vs. Depth Debate

One common critique is that liberal education sacrifices depth for breadth.
However, this misconception overlooks how these two aspects actually
complement each other. A liberal education encourages students to dive deep
into multiple disciplines, fostering interdisciplinary thinking. For example,
understanding historical context can enrich a scientific inquiry, or ethical
philosophy can guide technological innovation.

Why a Liberal Education Builds Essential 21st-
Century Skills

In today's fast-evolving job market, technical skills can become outdated
quickly. Meanwhile, the core competencies fostered by a liberal
education—critical thinking, communication, problem-solving, and
adaptability—are timeless and transferable across careers.



Critical Thinking and Problem Solving

Liberal education trains students to analyze complex issues from multiple
perspectives. This mindset is invaluable in workplaces that demand innovation
and ethical decision-making. Whether it’s navigating corporate challenges or
addressing societal problems, the ability to think critically enables better
outcomes.

Effective Communication

A liberal education emphasizes writing, speaking, and listening skills. Being
able to articulate ideas clearly and persuasively is a key asset in any
professional setting. It also fosters empathy, as students learn to
understand diverse viewpoints through literature and social sciences.

Adaptability and Lifelong Learning

The broad foundation of knowledge encourages intellectual curiosity and a
willingness to learn continuously. In industries disrupted by technology and
globalization, adaptability is a survival skill. Liberal education equips
students to embrace change with confidence rather than fear.

The Cultural and Civic Value of a Liberal
Education

Beyond personal and professional benefits, liberal education plays a crucial
role in fostering engaged, informed citizens. In defense of a liberal
education, this civic dimension deserves special attention.

Promoting Civic Engagement

Courses in history, political science, and ethics encourage students to
understand democratic processes and social responsibilities. This foundation
supports active participation in communities and promotes social cohesion.

Encouraging Ethical Reasoning

Ethics courses challenge students to confront moral dilemmas, preparing them
to make principled decisions in complex situations—whether in business,
medicine, or public policy.



Appreciating Cultural Diversity

Through exposure to world literature, philosophy, and global histories,
students develop respect for different cultures and viewpoints. This cultural
literacy is increasingly important in our interconnected world.

Addressing Common Misconceptions About Liberal
Education

Despite its many benefits, liberal education faces skepticism, especially in
an era fixated on job-ready skills and immediate ROI on education.

“It’'s Not Practical or Job-Focused Enough”

While it’'s true that liberal education is not vocational training, its
practicality lies in preparing adaptable thinkers, not just task performers.
Many employers value graduates who can tackle unfamiliar problems and
communicate across departments.

“It's Only for the Privileged”

Access to liberal education has historically been unequal, but efforts to
democratize higher education are ongoing. Moreover, the skills it imparts can
empower individuals from all backgrounds to succeed in various fields.

Tips for Making the Most of a Liberal Education

If you’'re a student or lifelong learner interested in embracing a liberal
education, here are some tips to maximize its benefits:

» Engage Across Disciplines: Take courses outside your primary field to
build a diverse knowledge base.

e Participate in Discussions: Join clubs, debates, or seminars to sharpen
your communication and critical thinking skills.

e Apply Learning to Real Life: Volunteer, intern, or work on projects that
connect classroom concepts to societal issues.

e Embrace Writing: Practice writing regularly to clarify your ideas and



improve persuasive skills.

e Stay Curious: Cultivate a habit of lifelong learning by reading broadly
and exploring new interests.

Looking Ahead: The Future Role of Liberal
Education

As automation and artificial intelligence reshape the economy, the ability to
think critically, adapt, and engage ethically will become even more valuable.
In defense of a liberal education, one can argue that it is not an outdated
luxury but a necessary foundation for innovative, responsible leadership.
Educational institutions are increasingly incorporating interdisciplinary and
experiential learning to keep liberal education relevant and dynamic.

The conversation about the value of a liberal education is ongoing, but its
core promise remains clear: it prepares individuals not just for a job, but
for a thoughtful, informed, and meaningful life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument in favor of a liberal
education?

The main argument in favor of a liberal education is that it cultivates
critical thinking, communication skills, and a broad understanding of diverse
subjects, which prepares individuals to adapt to complex and changing
environments.

How does a liberal education contribute to personal
development?

A liberal education encourages intellectual curiosity, ethical reasoning, and
cultural awareness, helping individuals develop a well-rounded character and
a deeper understanding of themselves and the world.

Why is a liberal education considered important in
today’s job market?

A liberal education is valued in today’s job market because it fosters
transferable skills such as problem-solving, creativity, and effective
communication, which are essential in a variety of professions and



industries.

How does a liberal education promote civic
engagement?

A liberal education promotes civic engagement by teaching students about
history, politics, and ethics, thereby encouraging informed participation in
democratic processes and community involvement.

What challenges does a liberal education face in the
modern educational landscape?

A liberal education faces challenges such as increasing emphasis on
specialized, career-oriented training, budget cuts in humanities programs,
and debates over its practical value in comparison to STEM fields.

Additional Resources

**In Defense of a Liberal Education: A Critical Examination of Its Enduring
Value**

In defense of a liberal education, it is essential to revisit the core
principles and contemporary relevance of this academic tradition amid an era
increasingly dominated by STEM-focused disciplines and vocational training.
While critics argue that liberal arts degrees lack direct career pathways or
economic utility, a growing body of evidence suggests that the skills
cultivated through a liberal education remain vital for personal development,
societal engagement, and professional adaptability. This article investigates
the multifaceted benefits of a liberal education, addressing common
critiques, and highlighting its role in fostering critical thinking,
creativity, and lifelong learning.

The Core Philosophy Behind a Liberal Education

At its foundation, a liberal education is designed to provide students with a
broad-based knowledge across multiple disciplines—ranging from literature,
history, and philosophy to the natural sciences and social sciences—rather
than focusing narrowly on specialized vocational skills. The term “liberal”
traces back to the Latin word “liber,” meaning free, underscoring the
education’s mission to liberate the mind through exposure to diverse
perspectives and intellectual traditions.

Unlike professional or technical training that prepares students for specific
careers, liberal education emphasizes intellectual flexibility, ethical
reasoning, and effective communication. These attributes are increasingly
recognized as critical in a complex, rapidly changing global economy.



According to research published by the Association of American Colleges &
Universities (AAC&U), 93% of employers value critical thinking,
communication, and problem-solving skills—hallmarks of a liberal
education—-more than a candidate’s undergraduate major.

Addressing the Economic Critique

One of the most persistent critiques leveled against liberal education is
economic: that it does not provide the direct, measurable return on
investment associated with STEM or business degrees. Critics point to higher
average starting salaries in fields like engineering or computer science as
evidence that liberal arts degrees are impractical.

However, a more nuanced analysis reveals that while initial earnings may be
lower, graduates with a liberal arts background often catch up or surpass
their peers in mid- to long-term career trajectories. A report from the
Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce demonstrated that
liberal arts graduates possess superior job mobility, adapting more readily
to new roles and industries. This adaptability is crucial in an age defined
by automation and technological disruption.

Moreover, the value of a liberal education extends beyond salary metrics. It
cultivates cultural literacy, ethical awareness, and civic
engagement—qualities that enrich democratic societies and promote social
cohesion. These intangible benefits, while difficult to quantify, are
integral to the holistic mission of higher education.

Skills Developed Through a Liberal Education

The skills nurtured by a liberal education align closely with the demands of
21st-century workplaces, where agility, collaboration, and innovation are
paramount. Key competencies include:

Critical Thinking: Analyzing information rigorously and questioning
assumptions.

e Effective Communication: Articulating ideas clearly, both in writing and
speech.

e Interdisciplinary Thinking: Synthesizing knowledge from diverse fields
to solve complex problems.

e Cultural Competency: Understanding and appreciating diverse perspectives
and contexts.

e Ethical Reasoning: Making decisions informed by moral principles.



These skills are transferable across many industries, from healthcare and
technology to law and public policy. For instance, a graduate trained in
philosophy may excel in ethical deliberations in artificial intelligence,
while a student of literature can bring nuanced cultural insights to global
marketing strategies.

The Role of Liberal Education in Promoting Civic
Engagement

Beyond professional development, liberal education plays a pivotal role in
fostering active citizenship. In a democratic society, the ability to engage
critically with political, social, and ethical issues is indispensable.
Courses in history, political science, and ethics equip students with the
tools to understand the complexities of governance, social justice, and human
rights.

A 2021 study by the National Task Force on Civic Learning and Democratic
Engagement highlighted that students exposed to liberal arts curricula are
more likely to vote, volunteer, and participate in community initiatives.
This engagement strengthens democratic institutions and promotes social
accountability.

Challenges and Criticisms of Liberal Education

Despite its merits, liberal education faces significant challenges. The
rising cost of higher education has intensified scrutiny over its economic
value, prompting some institutions to prioritize career-oriented programs
with immediate job prospects. Additionally, in an increasingly polarized
political climate, some question whether liberal education adequately
prepares students for practical challenges or risks fostering ideological
echo chambers.

Another concern is the perceived lack of diversity within traditional liberal
arts curricula, which historically centered on Western canon and
perspectives. Modern liberal education programs are responding by
incorporating more inclusive and global viewpoints, but this remains an
ongoing process requiring vigilance and reform.

Balancing Breadth with Depth

One critique often raised is that a liberal education’s broad approach may
sacrifice depth of expertise. Students may graduate with a wide-ranging
knowledge base but lack the specialized skills needed for certain
professions. To address this, many institutions now offer interdisciplinary



majors or combined degree programs that integrate liberal arts with technical
or professional studies.

For example, programs such as data science combined with philosophy or
environmental studies paired with economics exemplify how liberal education
can adapt to contemporary demands without abandoning its core values.

The Future of Liberal Education in a Digital
Age

As digital technologies reshape the landscape of work and learning, liberal
education’s adaptability is both a strength and a necessity. Online learning
platforms and open-access resources have expanded access to liberal arts
content, democratizing education beyond traditional campus settings.

Furthermore, the rise of artificial intelligence and automation intensifies
the demand for human-centered skills—critical thinking, empathy,
creativity—that machines cannot replicate. In this context, liberal education
offers a counterbalance to purely technical training, ensuring that graduates
are not only capable technicians but also thoughtful leaders and innovators.

Institutions are increasingly blending liberal education principles with
experiential learning, internships, and community engagement to enhance
relevance and employability. This evolution underscores the dynamic nature of
liberal education rather than its obsolescence.

Ultimately, the defense of a liberal education lies in its capacity to
nurture well-rounded individuals equipped not only to succeed professionally
but also to contribute meaningfully to society. While debates over
educational priorities will continue, the enduring value of a liberal
education remains evident in its unique ability to cultivate adaptable,
reflective, and engaged citizens.

In Defense Of A Liberal Education

Find other PDF articles:
https://Ixc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-017/Book?trackid=rsQ50-7986 &title=how-to-knit-animal-
hats.pdf

in defense of a liberal education: In Defense of a Liberal Education Fareed Zakaria,
2015-03-30 CNN host and best-selling author Fareed Zakaria argues for a renewed commitment to
the world’s most valuable educational tradition. The liberal arts are under attack. The governors of
Florida, Texas, and North Carolina have all pledged that they will not spend taxpayer money


https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-020/files?dataid=fqk71-5290&title=in-defense-of-a-liberal-education.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-017/Book?trackid=rsQ50-7986&title=how-to-knit-animal-hats.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-017/Book?trackid=rsQ50-7986&title=how-to-knit-animal-hats.pdf

subsidizing the liberal arts, and they seem to have an unlikely ally in President Obama. While at a
General Electric plant in early 2014, Obama remarked, I promise you, folks can make a lot more,
potentially, with skilled manufacturing or the trades than they might with an art history degree.
These messages are hitting home: majors like English and history, once very popular and highly
respected, are in steep decline. I get it, writes Fareed Zakaria, recalling the atmosphere in India
where he grew up, which was even more obsessed with getting a skills-based education. However,
the CNN host and best-selling author explains why this widely held view is mistaken and
shortsighted. Zakaria eloquently expounds on the virtues of a liberal arts education—how to write
clearly, how to express yourself convincingly, and how to think analytically. He turns our leaders'
vocational argument on its head. American routine manufacturing jobs continue to get automated or
outsourced, and specific vocational knowledge is often outdated within a few years. Engineering is a
great profession, but key value-added skills you will also need are creativity, lateral thinking, design,
communication, storytelling, and, more than anything, the ability to continually learn and enjoy
learning—precisely the gifts of a liberal education. Zakaria argues that technology is transforming
education, opening up access to the best courses and classes in a vast variety of subjects for millions
around the world. We are at the dawn of the greatest expansion of the idea of a liberal education in
human history.
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in defense of a liberal education: A Plea for a Liberal Education James King Newton, 1885

in defense of a liberal education: American Educational History Journal Donna M. Davis,
2017-09-01 The American Educational History Journal is a peer-reviewed, national research journal
devoted to the examination of educational topics using perspectives from a variety of disciplines. The
editors of AEH]J encourage communication between scholars from numerous disciplines,
nationalities, institutions, and backgrounds. Authors come from a variety of disciplines including
political science, curriculum, history, philosophy, teacher education, and educational leadership.
Acceptance for publication in AEH] requires that each author present a well-articulated argument
that deals substantively with questions of educational history. AEH] accepts papers of two types. The
first consists of papers that are presented each year at our annual meeting. The second type consists
of general submission papers received throughout the year. General submission papers may be
submitted at any time. They will not, however, undergo the review process until January when
papers presented at the annual conference are also due for review and potential publication. For
more information about the Organization of Educational Historians (OEH) and its annual conference,
visit the OEH web site at: www.edhistorians.org.

in defense of a liberal education: Restructuring General Education and Core Curricula
Requirements Tatlock, Julie Christina, 2024-02-07 In academia, a looming challenge threatens the
very foundations of education as we know it. This formidable adversary is none other than the
demographic cliff, a phenomenon that casts a long shadow over the future of higher learning.
Simultaneously, the shifting perceptions of education in our modern world have given rise to fierce
competition for students. This has resulted in a series of revisions in admission and transfer policies,
causing enthusiastic debates about the rightful place of credits within a student's academic journey.
Restructuring General Education and Core Curricula Requirements is a groundbreaking book that
emerges as the solution to these pressing challenges. This remarkable work serves as a beacon of
hope in these turbulent times, offering a comprehensive exploration of the core curricula dilemma
and paving the way for transformative change. It addresses the need for thoughtful reflection on the
meaning of core curricula in the modern world, diving into its history, and presenting innovative
solutions for institutions seeking to provide students with a rigorous and relevant core education.

in defense of a liberal education: The New Education Policy: Shaping India's Future in
the New Era of Education Dr. Manju. N. D, 2025-05-05 The New Education Policy: Shaping India's
Future in the New Era of Education, edited by Dr. Manju, is a comprehensive volume that examines
the transformative impact of India’s National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. Bringing together




insights from scholars and education experts, the book explores key themes such as inclusive
education, digital learning, curriculum reforms, teacher development, and institutional governance.
The chapters analyze how the NEP aims to enhance educational access for marginalized
communities, promote equity, and improve learning outcomes across all levels of education. The
policy’s emphasis on technology integration, multidisciplinary learning, and innovation in pedagogy
is critically discussed. The volume also addresses implementation challenges—ranging from
administrative hurdles and resource constraints to socio-cultural barriers—offering a balanced
perspective on both the opportunities and limitations of the NEP. With its thoughtful analyses and
diverse viewpoints, this collection provides a holistic understanding of the NEP’s potential to shape
an equitable, inclusive, and future-ready education system in India.

in defense of a liberal education: The Challenge of Independent Colleges Christopher C.
Morphew, John M. Braxton, 2017-12 Weerts, Cynthia A. Wells, Letha Zook--William T. Luckey,
President, Lindsey Wilson College

in defense of a liberal education: Higher Education in the Era of the Fourth Industrial
Revolution Nancy W. Gleason, 2018-06-21 This open access collection examines how higher
education responds to the demands of the automation economy and the fourth industrial revolution.
Considering significant trends in how people are learning, coupled with the ways in which different
higher education institutions and education stakeholders are implementing adaptations, it looks at
new programs and technological advances that are changing how and why we teach and learn. The
book addresses trends in liberal arts integration of STEM innovations, the changing role of libraries
in the digital age, global trends in youth mobility, and the development of lifelong learning
programs. This is coupled with case study assessments of the various ways China, Singapore, South
Africa and Costa Rica are preparing their populations for significant shifts in labour market demands
- shifts that are already underway. Offering examples of new frameworks in which collaboration
between government, industry, and higher education institutions can prevent lagging behind in this
fast changing environment, this book is a key read for anyone wanting to understand how the world
should respond to the radical technological shifts underway on the frontline of higher education.

in defense of a liberal education: The Demands of Liberal Education Meira Levinson,
1999-09-23 The Demands of Liberal Education analyses and applies contemporary liberal political
theory to certain key problems within the field of educational theory. Levinson examines problems
centred around determining appropriate educational aims, content and institutional structure and
argues that liberal governments should exercise a much greater control over education than they
now do. Combining theoretical with empirical research, this book will interest and provoke
scholars,policy makers, educators, parents, and all citizens interested in education politics.

in defense of a liberal education: The Oxford Handbook of Higher Education in the
Asia-Pacific Region Devesh Kapur, Lily Kong, Florence Lo, David M. Malone, 2023-01-20 Since the
turn of the millennium it has become clear that the Asia-Pacific Region is, economically, the fastest
growing continent in the world, and is likely to remain so for some time despite the setbacks of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Asia-Pacific's share of the world's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) doubled from
15 per cent to 30 per cent between 1970 and 2017 and is projected to account for half of global GDP
by 2050. With South East and South Asia also growing rapidly, with over half the world's population
and three of the world's five largest economies, Asia is soon poised to home half of the world's
middle class - a class that is both the driver and the product of higher education. The quality of a
country's system of higher education may be seen both as a gauge of its current level of national
development as well as of its future economic prospects. It is therefore natural that the putative
Asian Century should generate interest in the region's higher education systems which, on the one
hand, share common characteristics-a fixation with credentials and engineering, high technology
(especially among male students), and business degrees-while at the same time are also highly
differentiated, not only across countries but also within. As such, a better understanding of higher
education achievements, failings, potential, and structural limitations in the Asia-Pacific Region is
imperative. This handbook presents a number of significant country case-studies and documents



cross-cutting trends relating to, among other things: the trilemma faced by governments juggling
competing claims of access, accessible cost, and quality; the balance between teaching and
research; the links between labour markets (demand) and higher education (supply); preferred fields
of study and their consequences; the rise of the research university in Asia; the lure of institutions of
international reputation within the region; new education technologies and their effects; and, trends
in government policy within the wider region and sub-regions.

in defense of a liberal education: Not for Profit Martha C. Nussbaum, 2016-10-25 A
passionate defense of the humanities from one of today's foremost public intellectuals In this short
and powerful book, celebrated philosopher Martha Nussbaum makes a passionate case for the
importance of the liberal arts at all levels of education. Historically, the humanities have been
central to education because they have been seen as essential for creating competent democratic
citizens. But recently, Nussbaum argues, thinking about the aims of education has gone disturbingly
awry in the United States and abroad. We increasingly treat education as though its primary goal
were to teach students to be economically productive rather than to think critically and become
knowledgeable, productive, and empathetic individuals. This shortsighted focus on profitable skills
has eroded our ability to criticize authority, reduced our sympathy with the marginalized and
different, and damaged our competence to deal with complex global problems. And the loss of these
basic capacities jeopardizes the health of democracies and the hope of a decent world. In response
to this dire situation, Nussbaum argues that we must resist efforts to reduce education to a tool of
the gross national product. Rather, we must work to reconnect education to the humanities in order
to give students the capacity to be true democratic citizens of their countries and the world. In a
new preface, Nussbaum explores the current state of humanistic education globally and shows why
the crisis of the humanities has far from abated. Translated into over twenty languages, Not for
Profit draws on the stories of troubling—and hopeful—global educational developments. Nussbaum
offers a manifesto that should be a rallying cry for anyone who cares about the deepest purposes of
education.

in defense of a liberal education: What's the Point of College? Johann N. Neem,
2019-08-13 Before we can improve college education, we need to know what it's for. In our current
age of reform, there are countless ideas about how to fix higher education. But before we can
reconceptualize the college experience, we need to remember why we have these institutions in the
first place—and what we want from them. In What's the Point of College?, historian Johann N. Neem
offers a new way to think about the major questions facing higher education today, from online
education to disruptive innovation to how students really learn. As commentators, reformers, and
policymakers call for dramatic change and new educational models, this collection of lucid essays
asks us to pause and take stock. What is a college education supposed to be? What kinds of
institutions and practices will best help us get there? And which virtues must colleges and
universities cultivate to sustain their desired ends? During this time of drift, Neem argues, we need
to moor our colleges once again to their core purposes. By evaluating reformers' goals in relation to
the specific goods that a college should offer to students and society, What's the Point of College?
connects public policy to deeper ethical questions. Exploring how we can ensure that America's
colleges remain places for intellectual inquiry and reflection, Neem does not just provide answers to
the big questions surrounding higher education—he offers readers a guide for how to think about
them.

in defense of a liberal education: Contributions of Historically Black Colleges and
Universities in the 21st Century Bagasra, Anisah, Mc Letchie, Alison, Wesley, Jonathan, 2022-06-24
Despite the declaration that we are living in a “post-racial America,” multiple recent events in which
Black lives were prematurely ended have sparked a racial reckoning within the United States.
Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) are institutions with a long history of
addressing racial disparities and injustices whose relevance is being recognized in light of these
recent events. It is essential to give voice to those who represent the ongoing challenges,
aspirations, and impact of HBCUs in the 21st century in upholding their collective mission to




educate students of color who were historically excluded from institutions of higher education.
Contributions of Historically Black Colleges and Universities in the 21st Century focuses on the role
of HBCUs in contemporary American society as diverse and inclusive environments that continue to
positively impact historically excluded students. The voices of faculty, students, and administration
are included to highlight the innovations and contributions of HBCUs in the areas of scholarship,
teaching, and service. Covering topics such as BlaQ Lives Matter, community activism, and
self-advocacy, this premier reference source is a valuable resource for sociologists, higher education
administration, graduate programs, faculty and administrators at HBCUs, students and educators of
higher education, libraries, government officials, activists, non-profit organizations, researchers, and
academicians.

in defense of a liberal education: American Higher Education in the Twenty-First
Century Michael N. Bastedo, Philip G. Altbach, Patricia J. Gumport, 2016-03-30 American Higher
Education in the Twenty-first century offers a comprehensive introduction to the central issues
facing American colleges and universities. The contributors address major changes in higher
education--including the rise of organized social movements, the problem of income inequality and
stratification, the growth of for-profit and distance education, online education, community colleges,
and teaching and learning-- will placing American higher education and its complex social and
political context. --Cover.

in defense of a liberal education: Back to the Core Emma Cohen de Lara, Hanke Drop,
2020-10-06 Whereas liberal arts and sciences education arguably has European roots, European
universities have evolved over the last century to become advanced research institutions, mainly
offering academic training in specialized disciplines. The Bologna process, started by the European
Union in the late nineties, encouraged European institutions of higher education to broaden their
curricula and to commit to undergraduate education with increased vigor. One of the results is that
Europe is currently witnessing a proliferation of liberal arts and sciences colleges and broad
bachelor degrees. This edited volume fills a gap in the literature by providing reflections on the
recent developments in Europe with regard to higher education in the liberal arts and sciences. The
first section includes reflections from either side of the Atlantic about the nature and aims of liberal
arts and sciences education and the way in which it takes shape, or should take shape in European
institutions of higher learning. The edited volume takes as a distinct approach to liberal arts and
sciences education by focusing on the unique way in which core texts - i.e. classic texts from
philosophical, historical, literary or cultural traditions involving “the best that has been written” -
meet the challenges of modern higher education in general and in Europe in particular. This
approach is manifested explicitly in the second section that focuses on how specific core texts
promote the goals of liberal arts and sciences education, including the teaching methods, curricular
reflections, and personal experiences of teaching core texts. The edited volume is based on a
selection of papers presented at a conference held in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, in September
2015. It is meant to impart the passion that teachers and administrators share about developing the
liberal arts and sciences in Europe with the help of core texts in order to provide students with a
well-rounded, formative, and genuinely liberal education.

in defense of a liberal education: Key Texts on Interdisciplinary Higher Education Iris
van der Tuin, 2025-07-29 Higher education is changing rapidly in response to the global challenges
of the twenty-first century, but for disciplinarily trained lecturers interdisciplinary curriculum and
course design is a time-consuming process fraught with difficult pedagogical choices. This reader is
the first book to bring together key texts on interdisciplinary teaching and learning, all drawn from a
growing literature of peer-reviewed academic books and journals. As well as presenting extracts
from these foundational texts, commentaries provide essential guidance on the relevant themes,
helping lecturers to reflect on this fast-moving landscape. This is an essential resource for those
designing and teaching interdisciplinary courses.

in defense of a liberal education: Engaging Dissonance Amy Lee, Rhiannon D. Williams,
2017-03-10 This volume explores the internationalization of higher education in the context of global



citizenry and intercultural competencies. It focuses on presenting dissonance as a means to
facilitating students’ openness to complexity and development of intercultural skills or their
experiences in the classroom.

in defense of a liberal education: Liberalism, Education and Schooling T.H. McLaughlin,
2017-03-27 A tribute collection of essays edited by author's colleagues and friends.

in defense of a liberal education: Faculty Learning Communities Kristin N. Rainville,
Cynthia G. Desrochers, David G. Title, 2024-03-01 This edited book on Faculty Learning
Communities (FLCs) provides and explores powerful examples of FLCs as a impactful form of
professional learning for faculty in higher education. The chapters describe faculty learning
community initiatives focused on diversity, equity, and belonging in higher education. Contributing
authors provide a framework for faculty learning communities and how these communities can offer
faculty a place and space to explore antiracist and social justice-oriented teaching. show the impact
of faculty learning communities on teaching practices or student learning, and describe how these
communities of practice can lead to institutional change. The book’s foreword, by Milton D. Cox,
investigates the past and future of faculty learning communities focused on diversity and equity.

in defense of a liberal education: In Defence of Religious Schools and Colleges Elmer John
Thiessen, 2001-07-19 In placing his argument within the context of liberal-democratic values
Thiessen gives concrete examples of objections to religious schools and offers practical suggestions
that follow from the philosophical treatment of the problem. In Defence of Religious Schools and
Colleges bridges the gap between philosophical argument and educational practice. It will be of
interest not only to philosophers and educational theorists but also to practitioners in education.
Academics, policy makers, political theorists, lay-people, teachers, administrators, and parents -
those who object to religious schools and colleges and those who find themselves trying to answer
the objections - will benefit from reading this book.
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