a picture of dorian gray

A Picture of Dorian Gray: Exploring the Timeless Tale of Beauty and Corruption

a picture of dorian gray immediately evokes images of youthful beauty intertwined with dark
secrets and moral decay. This iconic phrase draws us into Oscar Wilde’s classic novel, *The Picture
of Dorian Gray*, a story that has fascinated readers for over a century with its haunting exploration
of vanity, ethics, and the consequences of a life devoted solely to pleasure. But what is it about a
picture of Dorian Gray that continues to captivate audiences, inspire adaptations, and spark deep
philosophical conversations?

In this article, we'll delve into the significance of the portrait within Wilde's narrative, the symbolism
behind Dorian Gray’s character, and why this story remains relevant in today’s culture. Whether
you're a literature enthusiast, a student, or simply curious about this enigmatic figure,
understanding the layers behind a picture of Dorian Gray offers a glimpse into timeless human
struggles.

The Enigmatic Portrait: More Than Just a Painting

At the heart of Wilde's novel lies the portrait of Dorian Gray, a seemingly ordinary painting that
harbors extraordinary power. When Dorian makes a wish that he might remain forever young while
the portrait ages in his place, he sets into motion a supernatural bargain that challenges the natural
order.

The Symbolism of the Portrait

The portrait in *The Picture of Dorian Gray* serves as a visual metaphor for the duality of human
nature. On the surface, Dorian appears eternally youthful and innocent, but the portrait reveals the
degradation of his soul as he indulges in a life of hedonism and moral corruption.

This duality is a compelling commentary on how people often present a fagade to the world, masking
their true selves and inner turmoil. The painting becomes a mirror not only of Dorian's external
appearance but of his conscience and the consequences of his actions.

Art, Vanity, and the Cult of Youth

Wilde’s story critiques the obsession with beauty and youth, themes that resonate strongly in
modern society. The portrait symbolizes the dangers of placing too much value on physical
appearance and the superficial aspects of life.

By entrusting his portrait with the burden of aging and sin, Dorian escapes the visible effects of his
choices, illustrating the human desire to avoid accountability. This idea challenges readers to
consider the price of vanity and the inevitable truth that no one can escape the passage of time or



the impact of their deeds.

Who is Dorian Gray? A Character Study

Understanding the character of Dorian Gray is crucial to grasping the full impact of the story. Wilde
crafts Dorian as a complex figure who embodies beauty, innocence, and eventual corruption.

The Innocent Beginning

At the novel’s start, Dorian is a handsome, impressionable young man, admired for his looks and
charm. His initial innocence makes the subsequent transformation all the more tragic. The portrait
captures this youthful purity before the darkness sets in.

The Descent into Hedonism

Influenced by the cynical Lord Henry Wotton, Dorian embraces a philosophy of indulgence and
aestheticism. This shift marks the beginning of his moral downfall. The picture of Dorian Gray,
unchanged by time, contrasts sharply with the increasingly grotesque image that the portrait takes
on behind closed doors.

The Psychological Complexity

Dorian is not a one-dimensional villain; his torment and guilt complicate his character. The secret
life he leads and the fear of exposure create psychological tension throughout the novel. This depth
makes him a compelling study in the consequences of living without an ethical compass.

The Cultural Impact of a Picture of Dorian Gray

Since its publication in 1890, *The Picture of Dorian Gray* has left a significant mark on literature,
art, and popular culture. The image of a picture of Dorian Gray has been reinterpreted countless
times, revealing its lasting power.

Adaptations Across Media

From stage plays to films, television series, and graphic novels, the story has been adapted to suit
various audiences and eras. Each adaptation brings new perspectives to the core themes of beauty,
morality, and identity.

Some productions emphasize the gothic horror elements, while others focus on the psychological



drama or social critique. The enduring interest in a picture of Dorian Gray highlights how the
narrative resonates with universal human experiences.

Influence on Fashion and Art

The allure of Dorian Gray’s eternal youth and style has influenced fashion designers and visual
artists alike. The character’s aesthetic—refined, elegant, yet haunted—continues to inspire creative
works that explore the intersection of appearance and reality.

Exhibitions and art installations often reference the portrait's transformation, using it as a metaphor
for the hidden aspects of human nature and the price of vanity.

Lessons from a Picture of Dorian Gray

Beyond its dark narrative, Wilde’s novel offers valuable insights that remain relevant today.

The Danger of Superficiality

In a world increasingly focused on social media and curated images, the story warns against valuing
surface appearances above all else. Dorian’s fate encourages reflection on authenticity and the
importance of inner virtue.

The Inevitability of Consequences

No matter how much one tries to hide or deny their mistakes, they eventually manifest—in one way
or another. The portrait’s grotesque decay is a powerful symbol of this truth, reminding readers that
actions have lasting effects beyond what is immediately visible.

Understanding Human Complexity

Dorian Gray’s character challenges readers to acknowledge the complexities within everyone—the
capacity for both good and evil, beauty and ugliness. Recognizing these layers fosters empathy and a
deeper awareness of human nature.

Experiencing a Picture of Dorian Gray Today

For those encountering Wilde’s work or its adaptations for the first time, appreciating the symbolic
weight of the portrait enriches the experience.



Tips for Readers and Viewers

¢ Pay attention to descriptions of the portrait: Wilde's vivid imagery provides clues to
Dorian’s internal state and the story’s themes.

e Consider historical context: Understanding Victorian attitudes toward art, morality, and
society adds depth to the narrative.

¢ Reflect on modern parallels: Think about how themes of vanity, identity, and consequences
apply in today’s world.

¢ Explore various adaptations: Watching different versions can reveal new interpretations
and keep the story fresh.

Why the Story Still Matters

The tale of a picture of Dorian Gray is ultimately about the human condition—our fears, desires, and
the masks we wear. Its exploration of timeless themes ensures that the story will continue to
provoke thought and inspire creativity for generations to come.

Whether through the haunting image of the portrait or the tragic life of Dorian himself, the narrative
invites us to look beyond appearances and confront the truths within ourselves.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Picture of Dorian Gray'?

'The Picture of Dorian Gray' explores themes of aestheticism, moral corruption, the nature of beauty,
and the consequences of living a hedonistic lifestyle without regard for ethics.

Who is the author of 'The Picture of Dorian Gray'?

The author of 'The Picture of Dorian Gray' is Oscar Wilde.

How does the portrait in 'The Picture of Dorian Gray' function
in the story?

In the story, the portrait ages and shows the physical effects of Dorian Gray's sinful actions, while
Dorian himself remains young and unblemished, symbolizing the duality of appearance versus
reality.



What is the significance of the character Lord Henry Wotton
in the novel?

Lord Henry Wotton serves as a catalyst for Dorian Gray's transformation, promoting a philosophy of
indulgence and aestheticism that influences Dorian's descent into moral decay.

When was 'The Picture of Dorian Gray' first published?

‘The Picture of Dorian Gray' was first published in 1890 as a novella in Lippincott's Monthly
Magazine.

How does 'The Picture of Dorian Gray' reflect Victorian
society?

The novel critiques the superficiality, hypocrisy, and strict moral codes of Victorian society, exposing
the conflict between outward appearances and inner realities.

What role does the theme of vanity play in 'The Picture of
Dorian Gray'?

Vanity is central to the story, as Dorian's obsession with his own youthful appearance leads him to
make a Faustian bargain, ultimately resulting in his downfall.

Are there any notable adaptations of 'The Picture of Dorian
Gray'?

Yes, 'The Picture of Dorian Gray' has been adapted into numerous films, stage plays, and television
shows, with notable adaptations including the 1945 film directed by Albert Lewin.

What is the moral lesson of 'The Picture of Dorian Gray'?

The moral lesson warns against the dangers of vanity, selfishness, and living a life without moral
responsibility, illustrating that inner corruption will eventually manifest and lead to destruction.

Additional Resources

**A Picture of Dorian Gray: Unveiling the Timeless Tale of Beauty and Corruption**

a picture of dorian gray serves as a powerful symbol and central motif in Oscar Wilde's acclaimed
novel *The Picture of Dorian Gray*. This iconic image is far more than a simple portrait; it embodies
profound themes of vanity, morality, and the duality of human nature. As one of the most discussed
works in Gothic literature and philosophical fiction, the book—and by extension, the
picture—continues to captivate readers, scholars, and artists alike. This article explores the
multifaceted significance of the picture, its literary and cultural impact, and how it resonates in
contemporary interpretations.



The Symbolism Behind a Picture of Dorian Gray

At the heart of Wilde’s narrative is the portrait painted by Basil Hallward, which becomes a
supernatural artifact reflecting the protagonist’s soul and moral decay. While the outward
appearance of Dorian Gray remains youthful and unblemished, the painting grotesquely ages and
distorts, mirroring the consequences of his hedonistic lifestyle and ethical corruption. This duality
creates a powerful metaphor for the dangers of superficial beauty and the hidden costs of living a
life devoid of conscience.

The picture itself operates on several symbolic levels:

- **Vanity and the Obsession with Youth:** Dorian’s desire to remain eternally young drives the plot.
His fixation on the portrait underscores society’s often unhealthy obsession with physical
appearance.

- *Moral Consequences Made Visible:** The painting externalizes internal guilt and sin, a visual
manifestation of the soul’s degradation.

- *The Dual Self:** Dorian’s dichotomous existence between the flawless exterior and the corrupted
portrait offers a profound commentary on identity and self-perception.

The Role of the Picture in Plot Development

The narrative momentum of *The Picture of Dorian Gray* hinges on the evolving state of the
portrait. Initially a source of pride for Dorian, the painting becomes a burden and a haunting
reminder of his excesses. Wilde’s clever use of the picture as a narrative device allows readers to
witness the progression of Dorian’s moral downfall without direct exposition. This technique
enhances the suspense and psychological depth of the novel.

Moreover, the picture functions as a silent witness to Dorian’s actions, silently bearing the stains of
his sins while he remains outwardly unscathed. This contrast creates a chilling atmosphere and
raises questions about accountability and the nature of evil.

Cultural Impact and Adaptations of the Picture

Since its publication in 1890, *The Picture of Dorian Gray* and its titular portrait have permeated
various facets of popular culture. The picture itself has been reimagined through countless artistic
mediums, including film, theater, visual arts, and even music. Each adaptation brings a new
interpretation but often retains the central theme of the corrupted image reflecting inner decay.

Film and Theater Interpretations

Cinema has frequently revisited the story, with the picture often portrayed as a dynamic and
horrifying element. Early black-and-white films emphasized the stark contrast between Dorian’s
unchanging beauty and the grotesque portrait. More recent adaptations use special effects to
highlight the supernatural qualities of the painting, making the picture a character in its own right.



Theatrical productions leverage the picture as a physical prop or projection, symbolizing the
invisible burden Dorian carries. The visual impact of the picture in live performances often
intensifies the audience’s emotional engagement with the themes of the narrative.

Artistic Representations and Modern Symbolism

Beyond literature and performance, the image of Dorian Gray’s picture has inspired countless
artists. Contemporary visual art often uses the motif to explore themes of identity, aging, and
societal pressures. The idea of a hidden truth behind a facade resonates strongly in today’s social
media-driven culture, where curated images mask reality.

In psychological terms, the picture can be interpreted as an exploration of the shadow self, a
concept popularized by Carl Jung, representing the darker, unconscious parts of the personality.
This lens adds an additional layer of depth to Wilde’s work and explains its enduring relevance.

Literary Significance and Critical Perspectives

Oscar Wilde’s *The Picture of Dorian Gray* is a cornerstone of aestheticism and decadent literature,
and the picture itself is central to its philosophical inquiries. The novel challenges Victorian
moralism and questions the relationship between art and life, beauty and ethics.

Philosophical Themes Embedded in the Picture

- *Aestheticism vs. Morality:** Wilde’s work grapples with the tension between pursuing beauty for
its own sake and the ethical implications of such pursuits. The picture embodies this conflict.

- *The Nature of the Self:** The portrait raises questions about identity—whether the self is defined
by external appearance or internal character.

- **Corruption and Redemption:** The image’s deterioration juxtaposed with Dorian’s preserved
youth confronts ideas about the possibility of redemption and the inevitability of consequences.

Comparative Analysis with Other Gothic Works

The motif of a cursed or transformative portrait is not unique to Wilde. Similar themes appear in
works like Mary Shelley’s *Frankenstein* and Edgar Allan Poe’s stories, where external symbols
manifest internal turmoil. However, Wilde’s approach is distinguished by its sophisticated interplay
between art, philosophy, and social critique.

The Enduring Legacy of a Picture of Dorian Gray

The picture remains a powerful cultural and literary symbol over a century after Wilde penned his
novel. Its ability to evoke discussions about beauty, ethics, identity, and human nature ensures its



place in academic discourse and popular imagination.

Today, the image of Dorian Gray’s picture continues to influence discussions in psychology, art
theory, and media studies. It serves as a cautionary emblem of the pitfalls of vanity and the dangers
of divorcing aesthetics from morality.

In summary, a picture of dorian gray is not merely an artifact within a fictional narrative but a
complex symbol that challenges readers to examine the contrasts between appearance and reality,
youth and decay, innocence and corruption. Its multifaceted nature guarantees that it will remain a
subject of fascination and analysis for generations to come.
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a picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde, 1908

a picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde, 2006-08-03 Enthralled by
his own exquisite portrait, Dorian Gray exchanges his soul for eternal youth and beauty. Influenced
by his friend Lord Henry Wotton, he is drawn into a corrupt double life; indulging his desires in
secret while remaining a gentleman inthe eyes of polite society. Only his portrait bears the traces of
his decadence. The novel was a succes de scandale and the book was later used as evidence against
Wilde at the Old Bailey in 1895. It has lost none of its power to fascinate and disturb.

a picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde, 1981 Spellbound before
his own portrait, Dorian Gray utters a fateful wish. In exchange for eternal youth he gives his soul, to
be corrupted by the malign influence of his mentor, the aesthete and hedonist Lord Henry Wotton.

a picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde, 2013-03-13 A truly classic
gothic horror novel for the ages. A Picture of Dorian Gray has captivated generations of readers with
its ethical and artistic questions. What are the true costs of excess? What happens when an artist
cares more for his artistic vision than his fellow man? What price should one pay for beauty? A story
of duplicity and indulgence, the sacred and the profane. Oscar Wilde at his very best. Wilder
Publications is a green publisher. All of our books are printed to order. This reduces waste and helps
us keep prices low while greatly reducing our impact on the environment.

a picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde, 1989 The story of a man
who sells his soul to ensure that he will remain young and handsome while his painted portrait ages
instead.

a picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde, 2006-10-12 When Dorian
Gray has his portrait painted, he is captivated by his own beauty. Set in fin-de-siecle London, this
novel traces a path from the studio of painter Basil Hallward to the opium dens of the East End.
Combining elements of the supernatural, aestheticism, and the Gothic, this is a work of fiction.

a picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray Illustrated Oscar Wilde, 2020-11-29
The Picture of Dorian Gray is a Gothic and philosophical novel by Oscar Wilde, first published
complete in the July 1890 issue of Lippincott's Monthly Magazine. Fearing the story was indecent,
the magazine's editor deleted roughly five hundred words before publication without Wilde's
knowledge.
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a picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray (Annotated) Oscar Wilde, 2018-01-13 This
is an annotated version of the bookl. contains an updated biography of the author at the end of the
book for a better understanding of the text.2. This book has been checked and corrected for spelling
errorsThe studio was filled with the rich odour of roses, and when the lightsummer wind stirred
amidst the trees of the garden, there came throughthe open door the heavy scent of the lilac, or the
more delicateperfume of the pink-flowering thorn.From the corner of the divan of Persian
saddle-bags on which he waslying, smoking, as was his custom, innumerable cigarettes, Lord
HenryWotton could just catch the gleam of the honey-sweet and honey-colouredblossoms of a
laburnum, whose tremulous branches seemed hardly able tobear the burden of a beauty so flamelike
as theirs; and now and thenthe fantastic shadows of birds in flight flitted across the longtussore-silk
curtains that were stretched in front of the huge window,producing a kind of momentary Japanese
effect, and making him think ofthose pallid, jade-faced painters of Tokyo who, through the medium
ofan art that is necessarily immobile, seek to convey the sense ofswiftness and motion. The sullen
murmur of the bees shouldering theirway through the long unmown grass, or circling with
monotonousinsistence round the dusty gilt horns of the straggling woodbine,seemed to make the
stillness more oppressive. The dim roar of Londonwas like the bourdon note of a distant organ.In the
centre of the room, clamped to an upright easel, stood thefull-length portrait of a young man of
extraordinary personal beauty,and in front of it, some little distance away, was sitting the
artisthimself, Basil Hallward, whose sudden disappearance some years agocaused, at the time, such
public excitement and gave rise to so manystrange conjectures.As the painter looked at the gracious
and comely form he had soskilfully mirrored in his art, a smile of pleasure passed across hisface, and
seemed about to linger there. But he suddenly started up,and closing his eyes, placed his fingers
upon the lids, as though hesought to imprison within his brain some curious dream from which
hefeared he might awake.It is your best work, Basil, the best thing you have ever done, saidLord
Henry languidly. You must certainly send it next year to theGrosvenor. The Academy is too large and
too vulgar. Whenever I havegone there, there have been either so many people that I have not
beenable to see the pictures, which was dreadful, or so many pictures thatl have not been able to
see the people, which was worse. The Grosvenoris really the only place.l don't think I shall send it
anywhere, he answered, tossing his headback in that odd way that used to make his friends laugh at
him atOxford. No, [ won't send it anywhere.Lord Henry elevated his eyebrows and looked at him in
amazement throughthe thin blue wreaths of smoke that curled up in such fanciful whorlsfrom his
heavy, opium-tainted cigarette. Not send it anywhere? Mydear fellow, why? Have you any reason?
What odd chaps you paintersare! You do anything in the world to gain a reputation. As soon asyou
have one, you seem to want to throw it away. It is silly of you,for there is only one thing in the world
worse than being talked about,and that is not being talked about. A portrait like this would set
youfar above all the young men in England, and make the old men quitejealous, if old men are ever
capable of any emotion.I know you will laugh at me, he replied, but I really can't exhibitit. I have put
too much of myself into it.Lord Henry stretched himself out on the divan and laughed.Yes, I knew
you would; but it is quite true, all the same.Too much of yourself in it! Upon my word, Basil, I didn't
know youwere so vain;

a picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray (EasyRead Super Large 18pt Edition) ,

a picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde, 2014-05-25T00:00:00Z
The Picture of Dorian Gray was first published as a serial in Lippencott’s Monthly Magazine, and the
publishers thought it would so offend readers that they removed nearly 500 words without Wilde’s
approval. Wilde soon expanded it and republished it as a novel, including a short preface justifying
his art. Even though his contemporaries considered it so offensive that some argued for his
prosecution, Dorian Gray today survives as a classic philosophical novel that explores themes of
aestheticism and double lives. Couched in Wilde’s trademark cutting wit, Dorian Gray is still being
adapted today, with Dorian and his moldering portrait remaining cultural touchstones. This book is
part of the Standard Ebooks project, which produces free public domain ebooks.
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a picture of dorian gray: Penguin English Library the Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar
Wilde, 2012-08-28 Dorian is a good-natured young man until he falls in with the immoral Lord Henry
and discovers the power of his exceptional beauty. He sinks deep into a frivolous, glamorous world
of selfish luxury, but he appears untouched by his debauchery.

a picture of dorian gray: Portrait of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde, 2010-02-03 This classic book is
about a young man named Dorian Gray. He is the subject of a painting by artist Basil Hallward who
thinks he is very good looking, with a pure beauty. One thing leads to another and Dorian embraces
a new hedonism with Basil and a new group of friends. He begins to believe that the only things
worth pursuing in life are beauty, fulfillment of the senses, and pleasures of the flesh ...--

a picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray - Large Print Edition Oscar Wilde,
2013-11 The Picture of Dorian Gray is Oscar Wilde's only novel, but what a novel! Dorian Gray is a
handsome young man who commissions a painting of himself by an artist named Basil Hallward. The
artist is infatuated with Dorian, thinking the young man's beauty has brought about a major
improvement in his art. When Dorian meets Lord Henry Wotton, a friend of the artist's, Dorian
comes to love Lord Henry's worldview: that the only things worth pursuing are beauty, and a
hedonistic abandon to please the senses. Dorian, in a whimsical moment, says he'd love to sell his
soul to have Basil's painting of him age instead of Dorian himself. That wish is granted, and Dorian
lives a life of debauchery, the results of which are reflected in the painting. But no matter how well
you play the game, there's always a price to pay... This Large Print Edition is presented in
easy-to-read 16 point type.

a picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde, 1891

a picture of dorian gray: The PICTURE of DORIAN GRAY Oscar Wilde, 2014-04-18 The studio
was filled with the rich odour of roses, and when the light summer wind stirred amidst the trees of
the garden, there came through the open door the heavy scent of the lilac, or the more delicate
perfume of the pink-flowering thorn.From the corner of the divan of Persian saddlebags on which he
was lying, smoking, as was his custom, innumerable cigarettes, Lord Henry Wotton could just catch
the gleam of the honey-sweet and honey-coloured blossoms of a laburnum, whose tremulous
branches seemed hardly able to bear the burden of a beauty so flame-like as theirs; and now and
then the fantastic shadows of birds in flight flitted across the long tussore-silk curtains that were
stretched in front of the huge window, producing a kind of momentary Japanese effect, and making
him think of those pallid jade-faced painters of Tokio who, through the medium of an art that is
necessarily immobile, seek to convey the sense of swiftness and motion. The sullen murmur of the
bees shouldering their way through the long unmown grass, or circling with monotonous insistence
round the dusty gilt horns of the straggling woodbine, seemed to make the stillness more oppressive.
The dim roar of London was like the bourdon note of a distant organ.In the centre of the room,
clamped to an upright easel, stood the full-length portrait of a young man of extraordinary personal
beauty, and in front of it, some little distance away, was sitting the artist himself, Basil Hallward,
whose sudden disappearance some years ago caused, at the time, such public excitement, and gave
rise to so many strange conjectures.As the painter looked at the gracious and comely form he had so
skilfully mirrored in his art, a smile of pleasure passed across his face, and seemed about to linger
there. But he suddenly started up, and, closing his eyes, placed his fingers upon the lids, as though
he sought to imprison within his brain some curious dream from which he feared he might awake.It
is your best work, Basil, the best thing you have ever done, said Lord Henry, languidly. You must
certainly send it next year to the Grosvenor. The Academy is too large and too vulgar. Whenever I
have gone there, there have been either so many people that I have not been able to see the
pictures, which was dreadful, or so many pictures that I have not been able to see the people, which




was worse. The Grosvenor is really the only place.I don't think I shall send it anywhere, he
answered, tossing his head back in that odd way that used to make his friends laugh at him at
Oxford. No: I won't send it anywhere.Lord Henry elevated his eyebrows, and looked at him in
amazement through the thin blue wreaths of smoke that curled up in such fanciful whorls from his
heavy opium-tainted cigarette. Not send it anywhere? My dear fellow, why? Have you any reason?
What odd chaps you painters are! You do anything in the world to gain a reputation. As soon as you
have one, you seem to want to throw it away. It is silly of you, for there is only one thing in the world
worse than being talked about, and that is not being talked about. A portrait like this would set you
far above all the young men in England, and make the old men quite jealous, if old men are ever
capable of any emotion.I know you will laugh at me, he replied, but I really can't exhibit it. I have put
too much of myself into it.Lord Henry stretched himself out on the divan and laughed.Yes, I knew
you would; but it is quite true, all the same.Too much of yourself in it! Upon my word, Basil, I didn't
know you were so vain; and I really can't see any resemblance between you, with your rugged strong
face and your coal-black hair, and this young Adonis, who looks as if he was made out of ivory and
rose-leaves. Why, my dear Basil, he is a Narcissus, and you-well, of course you have an intellectual
expression, and all that. But beauty, real beauty, ends where an intellectual expression begins.

a picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray. Illustrated edition Oscar Wilde,
2021-01-08 A gothic melodrama full of subtle impression and epigram, which tells a story about
moral corruption. The Picture of Dorian Gray touches on many of Wilde's recurring themes, such as
the nature and spirit of art, aestheticism and the dangers inherent to it. Illustrated by Elena Odarich.

a picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde, 2018-11-11 The Picture of
Dorian Gray is about a young man named Dorian Gray who has a portrait painted of himself. The
artist, Basil Hallward, thinks Dorian Gray is very beautiful, and becomes obsessed with Dorian. One
day in Basil's garden, Dorian Gray meets a man named Lord Henry Wotton. Lord Henry Wotton
makes Dorian Gray believe that the only thing important in life is beauty. However, Dorian realizes
that he will become less beautiful as he grows older. He wishes the portrait Basil painted would
become old in his place. Dorian then sells his soul so he can be beautiful forever, but not on
purpose.Dorian's wish comes true. However, every time Dorian does something evil, mean, or
selfish, his picture ages. For 18 years, Dorian does not age. He does many bad things, while his
portrait becomes more aged with each bad deed. Later on, Dorian decides to stop doing bad things
in the hopes that this will make his portrait become beautiful again, but it only makes it worse.
Dorian thinks that only a full confession will make the portrait beautiful again. However, he does not
feel guilty for anything he has done. So Dorian picks up a knife and destroys the portrait.When his
servants hear a scream from Dorian's room, they call the police. The police find Dorian's body on the
floor with a stab wound in his heart. His body has become very aged. However, the portrait has
returned to the way it was when it was first painted.

a picture of dorian gray: Oscar Wilde, The picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde, 1990

a picture of dorian gray: The Picture of Dorian Gray Oscar Wilde, 2020-12-13 The story
begins in the art studio of Basil Hallward, who is discussing a current painting with his witty and
amoral friend Lord Henry Wotton. Henry thinks that the painting, a portrait of an extraordinarily
beautiful young man, should be displayed, but Basil disagrees, fearing that his obsession with the
portrait's subject, Dorian Gray, can be seen in the work. Dorian then arrives, and he is fascinated as
Henry explains his belief that one should live life to the fullest by indulging one's impulses. Henry
also points out that beauty and youth are fleeting, and Dorian declares that he would give his soul if
the portrait were to grow old and wrinkled while he remained young and handsome. Basil gives the
painting to Dorian.
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