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Compounding Pharmacy Technician Training: A Pathway to a Specialized Pharmacy Career

Compounding pharmacy technician training opens the door to a rewarding and specialized
career within the pharmaceutical industry. As healthcare continues to evolve, the demand for
customized medications tailored to individual patient needs is growing rapidly. This has positioned
compounding pharmacy technicians as vital members of pharmacy teams, responsible for preparing
personalized medications that standard commercial drugs cannot provide. If you’re curious about
what this training involves, how to get started, and what the role entails, you’ve come to the right
place.

Understanding the Role of a Compounding Pharmacy
Technician

Before diving into the specifics of compounding pharmacy technician training, it’s important to
understand the job itself. Unlike traditional pharmacy technicians who primarily dispense pre-
manufactured medications, compounding technicians mix, measure, and prepare medications
according to a licensed pharmacist’s specifications. These medications can be made in various forms
such as creams, gels, ointments, capsules, or liquids tailored to patients’ unique needs.

This specialization requires precision, attention to detail, and a thorough understanding of
pharmaceutical formulas and safety protocols. Compounding pharmacy technicians often work closely
with pharmacists, healthcare providers, and patients to ensure that the compounded medication is
both safe and effective.

What Does Compounding Pharmacy Technician
Training Entail?

Training for compounding pharmacy technicians combines theoretical knowledge with hands-on
practice. Many community colleges, vocational schools, and pharmacy organizations offer specialized
programs focused on compounding techniques and pharmacy operations.

Core Subjects Covered in Training

During training, students typically study a range of subjects including:

Pharmacology Basics: Understanding drug interactions, pharmacokinetics, and
pharmacodynamics.

Compounding Techniques: Methods for preparing various dosage forms, including sterile and



non-sterile compounding.

Quality Control and Safety: Ensuring accuracy, preventing contamination, and adhering to
GMP (Good Manufacturing Practices).

Pharmacy Law and Ethics: Familiarizing with regulations governing compounding practices
and patient confidentiality.

Mathematics for Pharmacy: Dosage calculations, measurements, and conversions crucial for
precise compounding.

Hands-On Training and Internships

Most compounding pharmacy technician programs include laboratory sessions where students
practice compounding under supervision. This practical experience is essential for building confidence
and competence in preparing customized medications.

Additionally, some programs offer externships or internships in compounding pharmacies, allowing
trainees to gain real-world experience. These placements help students understand workflow,
equipment use, and safety standards in a professional setting.

Certification and Licensing: What You Need to Know

While requirements vary by state and employer, many compounding pharmacy technicians pursue
certification to enhance their credentials and job prospects. The Pharmacy Technician Certification
Board (PTCB) offers a recognized certification exam that covers general pharmacy technician
knowledge, including compounding principles.

Specialized Compounding Certifications

For technicians aiming to specialize further, organizations like the Pharmacy Compounding
Accreditation Board (PCAB) provide additional training and certification options. These certifications
demonstrate a technician’s commitment to quality and expertise in compounding practices.

State Requirements and Continuing Education

It’s essential to research your state’s specific licensing and registration requirements. Some states
mandate registration or licensure for pharmacy technicians, while others do not. Continuing education
is also often required to maintain certification and stay updated on advances in compounding
techniques and regulations.



Skills Developed Through Compounding Pharmacy
Technician Training

The training process equips aspiring technicians with a unique skill set that goes beyond basic
pharmacy knowledge:

Attention to Detail: Precision in measuring and mixing ingredients is critical to patient safety.

Technical Proficiency: Mastery of compounding equipment such as mortar and pestle,
ointment mills, and sterile hoods.

Problem-Solving: Adapting formulations when standard medications are unsuitable or
unavailable.

Communication: Collaborating effectively with pharmacists and healthcare providers to clarify
prescriptions and requirements.

Regulatory Awareness: Navigating complex state and federal guidelines governing
compounding pharmacy.

Career Opportunities and Advancement

Completing compounding pharmacy technician training can lead to employment in various settings
such as hospital pharmacies, independent compounding pharmacies, veterinary compounding
pharmacies, and specialized clinics.

Expanding Roles in Healthcare

As personalized medicine gains prominence, compounding pharmacy technicians often find
themselves involved in niche areas like hormone replacement therapy, pediatric compounding, pain
management, and dermatology. These specialized roles often come with higher responsibility and the
opportunity to make a direct impact on patient care.

Pathways for Growth

With experience and additional certifications, compounding pharmacy technicians can advance to
supervisory roles or transition into pharmacy technician instructor positions. Some choose to further
their education to become licensed pharmacists, using their compounding background as a solid
foundation.



Tips for Success in Compounding Pharmacy Technician
Training

Entering this field requires dedication and a willingness to learn continuously. Here are some practical
tips to thrive during your training:

Focus on Accuracy: Practice meticulous measurement and documentation to avoid errors.1.

Develop Strong Math Skills: Comfort with calculations helps in preparing precise2.
formulations.

Stay Current: Follow updates in compounding regulations and new pharmaceutical3.
technologies.

Seek Mentorship: Learning from experienced pharmacists and technicians can accelerate4.
your growth.

Practice Good Hygiene: Compounding requires strict adherence to cleanliness and5.
contamination prevention.

Why Choose a Career as a Compounding Pharmacy
Technician?

If you enjoy science, have an eye for detail, and want to contribute directly to patient wellness, this
career path offers a unique blend of technical skill and personal fulfillment. The specialized nature of
compounding pharmacy technician training means you’ll gain expertise that sets you apart in the
pharmacy field.

Additionally, the growing demand for personalized medications ensures steady employment
opportunities and the chance to work in a dynamic, evolving healthcare environment. Whether you’re
just starting out or considering a career change, compounding pharmacy technician training provides
a valuable gateway into this exciting and essential profession.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is compounding pharmacy technician training?
Compounding pharmacy technician training is a specialized educational program designed to teach
pharmacy technicians how to prepare customized medications by mixing ingredients according to a
prescription, ensuring accuracy, safety, and compliance with regulatory standards.



Why is compounding pharmacy technician training important?
This training is important because compounding requires precise techniques and knowledge of
pharmaceutical ingredients to create medications tailored to individual patient needs, which helps
ensure patient safety and effectiveness of the compounded drugs.

What topics are typically covered in compounding pharmacy
technician training?
Training usually covers sterile and non-sterile compounding techniques, pharmacy calculations, safety
protocols, proper use of equipment, regulatory compliance, quality control, and documentation
procedures.

Are there certification options available after completing
compounding pharmacy technician training?
Yes, technicians can pursue certifications such as the Pharmacy Technician Certification Board (PTCB)
Sterile Compounding Certification or the National Pharmacy Technician Certification Exam (NPTCE)
with a focus on compounding to validate their skills and enhance career opportunities.

How long does compounding pharmacy technician training
usually take?
The duration varies but typically ranges from a few weeks to a few months, depending on the
program's intensity, whether it is online or in-person, and the depth of practical hands-on training
included.

Additional Resources
Compounding Pharmacy Technician Training: A Professional Overview

compounding pharmacy technician training is an essential component in the preparation of
customized medications tailored to individual patient needs. As the pharmaceutical landscape evolves
with increasing demand for personalized therapies, the role of compounding pharmacy technicians
has become more critical. These specialized technicians must acquire a unique blend of knowledge,
skills, and regulatory understanding that differs significantly from traditional pharmacy technician
training. This article delves into the intricacies of compounding pharmacy technician training,
exploring curriculum content, certification requirements, and the practical competencies necessary to
excel in this niche yet vital field.

Understanding the Role of a Compounding Pharmacy
Technician

Compounding pharmacy technicians assist pharmacists in the preparation of medications that are not
available commercially, often creating formulations adjusted for dosage, flavor, or delivery method.



Unlike standard pharmacy technicians who primarily handle dispensing and customer service,
compounding pharmacy technicians engage in precise measurements, sterile techniques, and quality
control processes.

This specialization demands rigorous training focused on compounding principles, aseptic technique,
and compliance with state and federal regulations such as USP <797> and USP <800>. Therefore,
compounding pharmacy technician training programs differ from general pharmacy technician
courses by emphasizing these specialized skills and safety standards.

Core Components of Compounding Pharmacy
Technician Training

Pharmaceutical Compounding Fundamentals

At the heart of compounding pharmacy technician training lies the mastery of pharmaceutical
compounding fundamentals. Trainees learn to understand different compounding categories,
including non-sterile compounding (creams, ointments, capsules), sterile compounding (injectables,
eye drops), and hazardous drug compounding.

The curriculum typically covers:

Basic pharmaceutical calculations relevant to compounding

Techniques for mixing, measuring, and preparing compounds

Identification and handling of raw materials and active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs)

Quality assurance and documentation protocols

Aseptic and Sterile Techniques

Sterile compounding requires impeccable aseptic technique to prevent contamination. Training
programs devote significant time to teaching cleanroom protocols, proper garbing, laminar airflow
hood operation, and environmental monitoring. Given the high-risk nature of sterile preparations,
compounding pharmacy technician training rigorously enforces USP <797> guidelines, which dictate
the sterile compounding environment standards.

Regulatory and Safety Compliance

Safety and compliance are pillars of compounding pharmacy practice. Training includes



comprehensive education on regulatory frameworks such as the Drug Quality and Security Act (DQSA)
and state-specific pharmacy board regulations. Additionally, handling hazardous drugs safely,
adhering to USP <800> standards, and proper waste disposal are emphasized to protect both
patients and pharmacy staff.

Certification and Accreditation: Elevating Professional
Standards

While general pharmacy technician certification is widely recognized, specialized certification in
compounding distinguishes technicians further. Organizations like the Pharmacy Technician
Certification Board (PTCB) offer the Compounded Sterile Preparation Technician (CSPT) certification.
Obtaining this credential requires additional training and passing an exam focused on sterile
compounding knowledge.

Accredited compounding pharmacy technician training programs often align with these certification
standards, preparing candidates not only to perform their duties proficiently but also to meet
employer expectations for professional competency. Online and in-person training options vary, with
some programs combining didactic instruction with hands-on laboratory experience.

Comparing Training Modalities

The delivery of compounding pharmacy technician training can be through traditional classroom
settings, online platforms, or hybrid models. Each has its merits:

Classroom Training: Offers direct supervision, hands-on practice, and immediate feedback;
ideal for mastering sterile techniques.

Online Training: Provides flexibility and accessibility, often supplemented with video
demonstrations and virtual simulations.

Hybrid Programs: Combine online theoretical lessons with scheduled in-person practical
sessions, balancing convenience with experiential learning.

Prospective technicians should weigh these options based on their learning preferences, schedule
constraints, and access to laboratory facilities.

Skills Development and Practical Competencies

Beyond theoretical knowledge, compounding pharmacy technician training emphasizes skill
acquisition critical to everyday practice. These include:



Precision in measurements and calculations to ensure accurate compound formulations

Manual dexterity for handling delicate equipment and preparing sterile products

Meticulous documentation and record-keeping to comply with legal requirements

Critical thinking to troubleshoot formulation challenges and maintain quality standards

Effective communication skills to collaborate with pharmacists and healthcare providers

These competencies ensure technicians can operate safely within compounding pharmacies, reducing
the risk of medication errors and contamination.

Industry Demand and Career Outlook

The demand for compounding pharmacy technicians is projected to grow alongside the increasing
prevalence of personalized medicine and specialty pharmaceuticals. Aging populations and chronic
disease management further fuel the need for customized medication solutions.

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, pharmacy technician employment is expected to
grow by approximately 7% over the next decade, with compounding specialization offering enhanced
job prospects and potentially higher compensation. Employers often seek candidates with formal
compounding training and certifications, underscoring the importance of specialized education.

Challenges Within Compounding Pharmacy Technician
Training

Despite its benefits, compounding pharmacy technician training also presents challenges:

Cost and Time Investment: Specialized training programs and certification exams can be
costly and time-consuming.

Stringent Regulatory Requirements: Keeping up-to-date with evolving USP standards and
state regulations demands continuous education.

Limited Training Availability: Not all locations offer accessible compounding-specific
programs, potentially limiting opportunities.

These factors require prospective technicians to carefully plan their educational pathways and remain
committed to ongoing professional development.



Future Directions in Compounding Pharmacy
Technician Education

Technological advancements are gradually transforming compounding pharmacy technician training.
Virtual reality (VR) simulations and augmented reality (AR) tools are emerging as innovative methods
to enhance sterile technique training without the risks associated with live compounding.

Furthermore, e-learning platforms are integrating interactive modules that allow for personalized pace
and adaptive learning, thereby improving knowledge retention and skill proficiency. As the healthcare
industry emphasizes patient safety, training programs are anticipated to become increasingly
standardized and competency-based.

---

Compounding pharmacy technician training represents a specialized, demanding, yet rewarding
pathway within pharmaceutical services. For technicians aiming to contribute to personalized patient
care through tailored medication preparation, rigorous training combined with certification provides a
solid foundation. Navigating the complexities of compounding requires not only technical skill but also
adherence to stringent safety and regulatory standards, underscoring the importance of
comprehensive, up-to-date educational programs in this niche field.
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of pharmacy operations, gaining insights into the organizational structure, workflow processes, and
utilization of technology and automation systems. Comprehend the roles and responsibilities of
pharmacy staff members, ensuring seamless collaboration and efficient medication management.
Delve into the world of medication knowledge, mastering medication names, classifications, and
indications. Learn how to interpret prescriptions accurately, calculate dosages precisely, and
prepare medications safely. Develop effective patient counseling skills, providing clear instructions,
answering queries with confidence, and addressing concerns with empathy. Embrace the role of a
patient advocate, recognizing and reporting medication errors promptly, handling adverse drug
reactions effectively, and communicating with patients compassionately to promote medication
adherence and well-being. Understand the intricacies of pharmacy billing and insurance processing,
including billing systems, claims processing, and resolving billing issues. Explore the specialized
realm of compounding and special preparations, mastering techniques, calculations, and quality
control measures to ensure patient safety. Navigate the ever-changing landscape of pharmacy
regulations and laws, staying informed about federal and state requirements, DEA regulations, and
controlled substance handling procedures. Maintain accurate records and documentation, ensuring
compliance with regulatory standards. Enhance your professional development by pursuing
continuing education opportunities, attending conferences, and seeking leadership roles. Prepare for
certification exams with strategies and resources, demonstrating your commitment to excellence
and professional growth. This comprehensive guidebook is an invaluable resource for aspiring and
practicing pharmacy technicians, providing essential knowledge, practical guidance, and expert
insights to excel in this rewarding career. Whether you're just starting your journey or seeking to
expand your expertise, this book will empower you to deliver exceptional patient care and contribute
to the well-being of your community. If you like this book, write a review!
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career in the fast-paced and exciting field of pharmacy technology! (Mosby's Pharmacy Technician
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advanced-level pharmacy technician programs and support the new CPhT-Adv credential. - Coverage
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  compounding pharmacy technician training: Federal and State Role in Pharmacy
Compounding and Reconstitution United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions, 2004
  compounding pharmacy technician training: Pharmacy Technician Certification Review and
Practice Exam Barbara Lacher, 2010-11-16 Whether you are studying for one of the national
pharmacy technician certification exams for the first time or need practice for recertification, the
new Pharmacy Technician Certification Review and Practice Exam and accompanying TechPrep™
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orders to patient safety, quality assurance, and regulation and compliance. It also features a rich art
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that bring the content to life and visually reinforce your understanding of key concepts. With its
clear writing, expert insight, and engaging study tools, this text will help you develop a solid
foundation in the pharmacy content you need to pass the board examination and launch a successful
and rewarding career. - Comprehensive coverage of pharmacy practice, A&P, and pharmacology
supports classroom success and board exam preparation. - Step-by-step, illustrated procedures
provide rationales for key skills and competencies. - Study practice includes review questions at the
end of each chapter, an exam-review appendix with sample questions, and online review questions. -
Scenario boxes help you develop real-world problem-solving skills. - Mini drug monographs provide
drug information summaries and photos for commonly prescribed medications. - Tech Notes and
Tech Alerts offer practical tips for on-the-job accuracy and efficiency. - NEW! Additional content
ensures thorough coverage of all entry-level and many advanced ASHP accreditation competencies,
including: - Wellness, disease prevention, and immunizations - Medication compliance and
point-of-care testing - Professional and regulatory standards - Medication requiring special handling
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Technicians Mary B. McHugh, 2013-01-01 This brand new companion workbook contains additional
exercises & assessment activities for every chapter of the Manual for PharmacyTechnicians, 4th
Edition. It incorporates a wide range of questions & activities, such as: multiple choice, short
answer/fill in the blank, matching terms, crossword, true or false, cryptograms, puzzles, and
research questions. This resource includes more than 700 exercises and can be used by individual
students & practitioners for self assessment in conjunction with the Manual, or used in class by
instructors for exercises and activities. Visit www.ashp.org/techworkbook for an online bonus quiz of
50 additional questions. Complete your technician training with the Workbook for the Manual for
Pharmacy Technicians, along with the Manual for Pharmacy Technicians 4th edition, and the
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Pharmacy Technicians Karen Davis, 2019-12-01 Gain a complete introduction to institutional
pharmacy practice and efficiently prepare for the new sterile compounding certification exam!
Comprehensively covering sterile products, aseptic technique, and the workings of the sterile
compounding facility, Mosby's Sterile Compounding for Pharmacy Technicians: Principles and
Practice, 2nd Edition, focuses on safe and accurate practice. This edition has expanded and updated
coverage to address preparation, processing, medications, technique, and documentation, with
review, analysis, and application of , , and and additional content on waste management, workflow,
safety and compliance, billing and reimbursement, and emergency management. Illustrations
abound, and content is brought to life with an updated art program, step-by-step procedures, and
technician notes and alerts. Certification review questions are included with each chapter, and
online student and instructor resources round out the offering. - Competency forms, lab activities,
and sample compounding orders allow you to perform basic, hands-on aseptic manipulations in the
lab. - Mini-case scenarios promote critical thinking and application. - Tech Notes, Tech Alerts, and
Did You Know? boxes offer key information on-the-job success. - Content modeled after ASHP
curriculum for technician training. - Chapter quizzes and an online sample exam offer student
practice and exam preparation. - Instructor support materials online, including lesson plans,
PowerPoint slides, a test bank, student handouts, answer keys, an image collection, and chapter
pretests. - NEW! Expanded and updated content on all aspects of preparation, processing,
medications, techniques, and documentation plus new content on the sterile environment; , , and ;
hazardous materials and waste management; workflow, quality control; safety and compliance;
billing and reimbursement; and emergency and disaster planning. - NEW! Procedure boxes with
step-by-step instructions, technique photos, and rationales. - NEW and EXPANDED! Updated art
program focuses on the sterile environment, equipment and supplies, and skills. - NEW! Chapter
quiz questions and a sample exam prepare students for classroom exams or the new certification
credentialing exam.
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technician ranks, and the importance of the technician role within the healthcare system. Additional
topics include patient safety, professionalism, organizational culture, ethics, human resources/labor
relations, cultural competence, negotiation and emotional intelligence, customer service, substance
abuse, security/risk management, career management, inventory management, and technology. This
accessible text will help students understand the background and history behind policies and
workplace decisions. The real-life case studies and discussion questions promote a review of the
reasoning behind good and bad decisions, to enable healthcare workers to make more educated
decisions. This valuable resource will help pharmacy technicians to be a key contributor in creating
a quality work environment. The new Pharmacy Technician Accreditation Commission (PTAC)
collaboration between (ASHP) and the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE) is
working towards assuring and advancing the quality of pharmacy technician education and training
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Boxed Articles Case Studies Assignments Questions for Discussion Instructor Resources: Test Bank,
Instructor's Manual, Slides in PowerPoint format
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unique simulated exams. A bulleted, outline format makes review easier, reinforcing understanding
with full-color illustrations, photographs, and summary tables. All questions reflect the latest exam
blueprints. This resource provides you comprehensive support every step of the way for entry-level
or sterile compounding certification. - Convenient, easy-to-follow outline format provides a
comprehensive review of pharmacy technician exam topics. - Mapping tables link content to the
knowledge categories on the PTCE and ExCPT exam blueprints, including pharmacology and
medications, law, patient safety, and quality assurance. - 700 electronic flashcards help you
memorize key facts by covering the most commonly prescribed drugs, common herbals,
abbreviations, and more. - NEW! UPDATED organization of content matches the newest exam
blueprints. - NEW and UNIQUE! Comprehensive coverage prepares you for entry-level Pharmacy
Technician certification, plus the sterile compounding specialty exam. - NEW! Online custom test
generator creates timed, simulated exams built from exam blueprints and allows you to focus your
practice on any areas of weakness. - EXPANDED! More than 2,600 review questions – all with
answers and rationales – include a pretest, questions in each chapter, nine printed practice
examinations, and unlimited practice and simulation online. - NEW Compounded Sterile Products
chapter provides an in-depth review specifically for the CSPT exam. - NEW! Full-color illustrations
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This comprehensive book is designed to help you prepare for and pass the PTCB Exam in 2025-2026,
launching your career as a certified pharmacy technician. Packed with 600 practice questions that
mirror the actual PTCB Exam content, this study guide provides you with the opportunity to test
your knowledge and familiarize yourself with the exam format. Each practice question comes with a
detailed answer explanation, helping you understand the reasoning behind the correct answer and
learn from your mistakes. The book covers all the essential topics you need to know for the PTCB
Exam, including: Pharmacology Pharmacy law and regulations Sterile and non-sterile compounding
Medication safety Pharmacy quality assurance Medication order entry and fill process Pharmacy
inventory management Pharmacy billing and reimbursement In addition to the practice questions
and content review, this study guide offers proven test-taking strategies and tips to help you
approach the exam with confidence. You'll also find valuable insights into the roles and
responsibilities of pharmacy technicians in various practice settings, as well as practical advice for
launching and advancing your career. This PTCB Exam study guide is an indispensable resource for
anyone seeking to pass the Pharmacy Technician Certification Board Exam in 2025-2026. Aspiring
pharmacy technicians and experienced professionals alike will benefit from the comprehensive
content review, realistic practice questions, and detailed answer explanations. *Please note that this
book is not affiliated with or endorsed by the Pharmacy Technician Certification Board (PTCB). The
PTCB Exam is a registered trademark of the Pharmacy Technician Certification Board.
  compounding pharmacy technician training: PTCE with Online Test Sacha Koborsi-Tadros,
2020-06-19 Always study with the most up-to-date prep! Look for PTCE: Pharmacy Technician
Certification Exam Premium: 4 Practice Tests + Comprehensive Review + Online Practice, ISBN
9781506280424, on sale June 7, 2022. Publisher’s Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers
are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality, authenticity, or access to any online entitles
included with the product.
  compounding pharmacy technician training: The Pharmacy Technician, 7e Perspective
Press, 2020-01-15 Endorsed by the American Pharmacists Association (APhA), The Pharmacy
Technician, 7e, is a valuable tool for pharmacy technician students. This applied, accessible book is a
practical text for understanding the principles, career concepts, and pharmacy skills needed to be a
successful pharmacy technician. It offers clear, concise information to help students learn the
material and pass the national certification exams: the Pharmacy Technician Certification Exam



(PTCE), and the Exam for Certification of Pharmacy Technicians (ExCPT). This book was designed to
be accompanied by The Pharmacy Technician, Workbook & Certification Review, 7e, to help prepare
for the certification exams. This textbook aligns with the Fifth Edition of the American Society of
Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP) Model Curriculum for Pharmacy Technician Education and
Training Programs and the 2020 content outline for the Pharmacy Technician Certification
Examination (PTCE).
  compounding pharmacy technician training: Pharmacy in World War II Dennis B Worthen,
2004-05-07 Get an inside look at the lives of military and civilian pharmacists during wartime!
Pharmacy in World War II is a comprehensive history of American pharmacy, both in the military
and on the home front, from 1941 to 1945. The book provides a unique insight into the profession,
the practice, and its practitioners through the memories of those who served as pharmacist mates,
corpsmen, or civilian pharmacists. Through accounts recorded in publications, stored in archives, or
told first-hand, you’ll learn about the fight to establish an Army Pharmacy Corps, the work of the
Selective Service committees to preserve an adequate pool of pharmacists for civilian practice, the
bond drives that would buy hospital airplanes and trains, and a great deal more. Pharmacy in World
War II also looks at the organizational, economic, educational, professional, and societal issues that
molded pharmacy during a watershed in modern American history. Author Dennis B. Worthen,
editor-in-chief of Haworth’s Pharmaceutical Heritage book series, compiled a database of more than
11,000 pharmacists, pharmacy students, and veterans in pharmacy school during wartime as part of
the “Memories Project” that recalls the activities of the professional, trade, and educational
institutions of pharmacy, their goals and development, and their interactions, agreements, and
differences. The book examines the fight for an Army Pharmacy Corps, shortages and rationing on
the home front, manpower shortages, the impact of the Selective Service, and the prevalent attitude
in the military that pharmacy was a business, not a learned profession, and that pharmaceutical
services could be learned with 90 days of training. Pharmacy in World War II includes memories of:
pharmacy in the pre-World War II years pharmacy education the Selective Service the drugstore’s
role in the war effort the Pharmacy Corps returning veterans The book also includes photographs
and images as well as appendices listing colleges and schools of pharmacy, Selective Service
pharmacy advisory committees, pharmacy organizations and leaders, extracts from Army medical
departments supply catalogs, and pharmacists and pharmacy students who died in the war.
Pharmacy in World War II is an invaluable document for pharmacy students, practitioners, and
educators, and for students of American history.
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