rebels of the heavenly kingdom

Rebels of the Heavenly Kingdom: A Deep Dive into One of History’s Most Fascinating
Uprisings

rebels of the heavenly kingdom is a phrase that immediately conjures images of a
grand, almost mythical struggle—one that combines elements of faith, revolution, and
dramatic social change. This term refers to the participants in the Taiping Rebellion, a
massive civil war in China during the mid-19th century, led by a man who claimed divine
inspiration. The Taiping Rebellion remains one of the deadliest conflicts in human history,
yet it often flies under the radar in mainstream historical discussions. So, what exactly were
the rebels of the heavenly kingdom fighting for, and why does their story still resonate
today? Let's embark on a journey through history to understand this remarkable
movement.

The Origins of the Rebels of the Heavenly
Kingdom

To truly grasp the significance of the rebels of the heavenly kingdom, it’s essential to look
back at the conditions in China during the early 1800s. The Qing Dynasty, ruling since the
mid-17th century, was struggling with internal corruption, economic hardship, and the
pressure of Western imperialism. Many peasants and disenfranchised groups were
increasingly disillusioned with the ruling elite, creating fertile ground for rebellion.

Enter Hong Xiuquan, a man whose personal story is as intriguing as the movement he
sparked. After failing the imperial examinations multiple times, Hong experienced a series
of visions that led him to believe he was the younger brother of Jesus Christ. This revelation
inspired him to establish the “Heavenly Kingdom of Great Peace,” a utopian Christian
society that would overthrow the Qing Dynasty and bring about a new era of equality and
justice.

Hong Xiuquan and the Birth of the Taiping Movement

Hong’s unique blend of Christian theology and Chinese millenarianism gave rise to the
Taiping ideology. The rebels of the heavenly kingdom sought to create a society based on
communal ownership of land, gender equality, and the abolition of traditional Confucian
practices. This radical vision attracted tens of thousands of followers, particularly among
the rural poor.

The movement’s name, “Taiping,” translates to “Great Peace,” signaling their ultimate goal
of a harmonious and just society. Hong’'s leadership was charismatic but also authoritarian,
as he positioned himself as a divine ruler who could guide China toward salvation.



The Taiping Rebellion: A Massive Uprising

What started as a localized revolt soon escalated into an enormous civil war that lasted
from 1850 to 1864. The rebels of the heavenly kingdom managed to capture significant
territory in southern and central China, even establishing their capital at Nanjing. The scale
of the conflict was staggering, involving millions of combatants and resulting in the deaths
of an estimated 20 to 30 million people.

Military Strategies and Key Battles

Unlike many peasant rebellions, the Taiping forces were highly organized and disciplined.
They implemented strict military codes and were known for their effective use of guerrilla
tactics combined with conventional warfare. The rebels’ ability to mobilize large armies and
maintain supply lines was remarkable given their initial status as an insurgent force.

Some of the most notable battles include the Siege of Nanjing and the Battle of Shanghai,
where the rebels fought fiercely against Qing forces and later Western-backed troops.
Despite early successes, internal divisions and strategic mistakes eventually weakened the
Taiping army.

Social and Religious Reforms under the Heavenly
Kingdom

The rebels of the heavenly kingdom weren’t just revolutionaries on the battlefield; they
were social reformers with a radical agenda. Their governance included banning opium,
foot-binding, and gambling, which were seen as detrimental to society. They promoted
education and strict moral codes based on their interpretation of Christianity.

One of the most progressive aspects of the Taiping movement was its stance on gender
equality. Women served as soldiers and administrators, and the rebels advocated for the
abolition of traditional patriarchal family structures. These reforms, although not fully
realized, were groundbreaking for that era.

The Decline and Legacy of the Rebels of the
Heavenly Kingdom

Despite their early momentum, the rebels of the heavenly kingdom faced numerous
challenges that led to their downfall. The Qing government, with the assistance of Western
powers wary of the rebellion’s radicalism, mounted a brutal counteroffensive. Corruption
within the rebel leadership, infighting, and failure to win wider popular support also
contributed to their collapse.



The Fall of Nanjing and the End of the Rebellion

In 1864, after a prolonged siege, Qing forces recaptured Nanjing, effectively ending the

Taiping Rebellion. Hong Xiuquan had died a few years earlier, and the movement lost its
central figurehead. The aftermath saw widespread devastation across China, with entire
regions depopulated and economies shattered.

Historical Impact and Modern Interpretations

The rebels of the heavenly kingdom left a lasting mark on Chinese history. Their uprising
exposed the vulnerabilities of the Qing Dynasty and highlighted the deep social inequalities
within Chinese society. Some historians view the Taiping Rebellion as a precursor to later
revolutionary movements, including the eventual fall of the Qing Dynasty in 1911.

From a modern perspective, the Taiping Rebellion is studied not only as a military conflict
but also as a social experiment with radical ideas about religion, governance, and society.
Its blend of spiritual fervor and political ambition continues to fascinate scholars and
enthusiasts interested in the intersections of faith and rebellion.

Why the Rebels of the Heavenly Kingdom Matter
Today

Understanding the rebels of the heavenly kingdom offers valuable insights into how
religious and social movements can drive profound change, both positive and destructive.
Their story serves as a reminder of the power of belief to mobilize people and the
complexities involved in attempting to reshape society.

For those interested in history, the Taiping Rebellion is a compelling case study in how
grassroots uprisings can challenge entrenched systems. It also encourages reflection on the
role of ideology in shaping political action and the potential consequences when
revolutionary zeal meets real-world governance challenges.

Exploring the rebels of the heavenly kingdom opens up conversations about faith,
leadership, social justice, and the ongoing struggle for equality—topics that remain as
relevant today as they were over 150 years ago.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Rebels of the Heavenly Kingdom' about?

'‘Rebels of the Heavenly Kingdom' is a historical novel that explores the Taiping Rebellion, a
massive civil war in 19th century China, focusing on the lives, motivations, and struggles of
those involved in the uprising against the Qing dynasty.



Who is the author of 'Rebels of the Heavenly Kingdom'?

The novel 'Rebels of the Heavenly Kingdom' was written by Katherine Paterson, a renowned
author known for her historical fiction and children's literature.

What historical event does 'Rebels of the Heavenly
Kingdom' depict?

The book depicts the Taiping Rebellion (1850-1864), one of the deadliest conflicts in
history, where the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom sought to overthrow the Qing dynasty and
establish a new Christian-inspired regime.

How accurate is the historical portrayal in 'Rebels of the
Heavenly Kingdom'?

The novel combines well-researched historical facts with fictional characters to provide an
engaging and educational portrayal of the Taiping Rebellion, balancing historical accuracy
with narrative storytelling.

Why is 'Rebels of the Heavenly Kingdom' relevant to
readers today?

The novel offers insights into themes of faith, revolution, sacrifice, and cultural change,
which resonate with contemporary discussions about social justice, political upheaval, and
the impact of ideology on society.

Additional Resources

Rebels of the Heavenly Kingdom: An Investigative Review of the Taiping Rebellion

rebels of the heavenly kingdom refers to the followers of the Taiping Heavenly
Kingdom, a radical political and religious movement that shook 19th-century China. This
uprising, known historically as the Taiping Rebellion (1850-1864), was one of the bloodiest
civil wars in human history, challenging the Qing dynasty's authority and altering the
course of Chinese society. The rebels, inspired by an unusual blend of Christian
millenarianism and anti-Manchu sentiment, sought to establish a new “heavenly kingdom”
on earth, advocating sweeping social, political, and religious reforms.

This article explores the complex nature of the rebels of the heavenly kingdom, their
origins, ideological foundations, military campaigns, and the lasting legacy of the Taiping
Rebellion. By analyzing historical data, primary sources, and scholarly interpretations, we
provide a comprehensive review that sheds light on this pivotal episode in Chinese history.

The Origins and Ideology of the Rebels of the



Heavenly Kingdom

The Taiping Rebellion began under the leadership of Hong Xiuquan, a failed civil service
examination candidate who experienced visions that convinced him he was the younger
brother of Jesus Christ. Hong’s religious revelations led him to preach a syncretic faith
combining elements of Christianity with traditional Chinese beliefs. This spiritual movement
attracted thousands of disenfranchised peasants, miners, and marginalized groups
dissatisfied with Qing rule.

The rebels of the heavenly kingdom envisioned a radical restructuring of society. Their
ideology emphasized the abolition of private property, communal ownership of land, gender
equality, and strict moral codes. They rejected Confucianism and the Qing dynasty, which
they considered corrupt and illegitimate rulers. This blend of religious fervor and social
reform distinguished the Taiping movement from other contemporary rebellions.

Religious Foundations and Political Ambitions

Unlike conventional rebellions motivated solely by political or economic grievances, the
rebels of the heavenly kingdom were driven by a millenarian worldview. Hong Xiuquan’s
teachings proclaimed the imminent establishment of a divine kingdom on earth, which
justified violent upheaval as a means of purifying society.

The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom instituted a theocratic government with Hong as its
“Heavenly King.” Their religious doctrines forbade opium, alcohol, and traditional Chinese
rituals, reflecting a radical break from established cultural norms. This strict ideology not
only mobilized followers but also alienated traditional elites and Confucian scholars,
intensifying internal divisions within China.

Military Campaigns and Strategic Impact

The rebels of the heavenly kingdom quickly transformed from a religious sect into a
formidable military force. By 1851, they had captured vast territories in southern China,
including the strategic city of Nanjing, which they declared their capital. The Taiping army,
at its peak, numbered in the millions, making it one of the largest insurgent forces ever
assembled.

Strengths and Tactical Innovations

The Taiping forces employed a combination of guerrilla tactics and conventional warfare,
often leveraging the terrain of southern China to their advantage. Their disciplined army
was organized along strict religious lines, promoting unity and morale. Unlike many
contemporaneous rebellions, the Taiping movement enforced internal discipline that
contributed to its early successes.



Moreover, the rebels’ promise of social reforms attracted widespread support from
disenfranchised populations, which bolstered recruitment and logistics. Their ability to
control populous riverine regions allowed them to disrupt Qing supply lines and
communication networks effectively.

Challenges and Weaknesses

Despite early victories, the rebels of the heavenly kingdom faced significant challenges.
Internal factionalism and ideological rigidity hindered effective governance in conquered
territories. The refusal to adopt certain military innovations and the alienation of traditional
elites limited their ability to consolidate power.

Furthermore, the Qing dynasty, with assistance from Western powers fearful of the
rebellion’s instability, mounted a prolonged counteroffensive. The introduction of
modernized armies, such as the “Ever Victorious Army” led by Western officers, gradually
turned the tide against the Taiping forces.

Social Reforms and Governance Under the
Heavenly Kingdom

The rebels of the heavenly kingdom were not merely a military threat; they attempted to
implement profound social transformations in areas under their control. Their governance
model was marked by radical policies that sought to dismantle the existing feudal and
patriarchal structures.

¢ Land Redistribution: The Taiping leadership aimed to abolish private land
ownership, redistributing land equitably among peasants.

e Gender Equality: Women were granted unprecedented rights, including property
ownership and participation in the military.

* Religious Reforms: Traditional religious practices were banned, with an emphasis on
the Taiping’s unique Christian-inspired doctrine.

e Education and Literacy: Efforts to promote literacy were undertaken, although
limited by the ongoing conflict.

While these reforms were groundbreaking for the time, their implementation was often
inconsistent and met with resistance from local populations accustomed to traditional
customs. Moreover, the harsh enforcement of moral codes sometimes alienated potential
supporters.



Legacy of Social Experimentation

The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom'’s social policies prefigured many modern reforms in China,
including land redistribution and gender rights. Although the rebellion ultimately failed, its
ideals influenced later revolutionary movements in the 20th century, such as the Chinese

Communist Party, which also emphasized land reform and equality.

Historical Significance and Contemporary
Perspectives

The rebels of the heavenly kingdom left an indelible mark on Chinese history. The Taiping
Rebellion caused an estimated 20 to 30 million deaths, making it one of the deadliest
conflicts in world history. Its scale and duration exposed the vulnerabilities of the Qing
dynasty and contributed to its eventual decline.

From a historiographical perspective, interpretations of the Taiping movement have
evolved. Early Western accounts often portrayed the rebels as fanatical and destructive. In
contrast, modern scholarship tends to emphasize the complexity of their social agenda and
the movement’s role as a proto-revolutionary force.

Today, the rebels of the heavenly kingdom are studied not only for their military and
political impact but also for their ambitious attempt to create an alternative vision of
society. Their story provides valuable insights into the dynamics of religiously motivated
uprisings and the challenges of revolutionary governance.

The Taiping Rebellion remains a subject of ongoing research, with new archaeological
findings and textual analyses shedding light on the daily lives of rebels and civilians alike. It
stands as a cautionary tale about the intersection of ideology, power, and violence, and
continues to resonate in discussions about rebellion and reform in a global context.

Rebels Of The Heavenly Kingdom
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rebels of the heavenly kingdom: The Heavenly Kingdom's Downfall Pasquale De Marco,
2025-07-07 In the annals of Chinese history, the Taiping Rebellion stands as a monumental uprising
that shook the foundations of the Qing dynasty and left an indelible mark on the nation's trajectory.
Led by the enigmatic Hong Xiuquan, a self-proclaimed brother of Jesus Christ, the rebellion sought
to overthrow the ruling dynasty and establish a new, utopian society rooted in Christian principles.
This book offers a comprehensive exploration of the Taiping Rebellion, delving into its origins, its
course, and its far-reaching consequences. It sheds light on the complex interplay of religion,
politics, and society in 19th-century China, providing a fresh perspective on one of the most
significant events in Chinese history. Through meticulous research and analysis, the book examines
the factors that fueled the rebellion, including widespread social unrest, economic disparities, and
the Qing dynasty's declining authority. It traces the rebellion's rise from a small-scale uprising to a
full-blown civil war, capturing the drama and intensity of the conflict. The book also explores the
Taiping Heavenly Kingdom, the rebel state that emerged during the rebellion. It examines the
kingdom's social, economic, and religious policies, highlighting its radical reforms and its attempts
to create a new social order. The book concludes by examining the rebellion's aftermath and its
impact on China's political, social, and cultural landscape. It discusses the Qing dynasty's response
to the rebellion, the rise of new political movements, and the enduring legacy of the Taiping
Rebellion in shaping modern China. This book is an essential read for anyone interested in Chinese
history, religion, or social movements. It offers a nuanced understanding of a pivotal moment in
China's past and provides valuable insights into the forces that have shaped the nation's present. If
you like this book, write a review on google books!

rebels of the heavenly kingdom: Autumn in the Heavenly Kingdom Stephen R. Platt,
2012-02-07 A gripping account of China’s nineteenth-century Taiping Rebellion, one of the largest
civil wars in history. Autumn in the Heavenly Kingdom brims with unforgettable characters and vivid
re-creations of massive and often gruesome battles—a sweeping yet intimate portrait of the conflict
that shaped the fate of modern China. The story begins in the early 1850s, the waning years of the
Qing dynasty, when word spread of a major revolution brewing in the provinces, led by a failed civil
servant who claimed to be the son of God and brother of Jesus. The Taiping rebels drew their power
from the poor and the disenfranchised, unleashing the ethnic rage of millions of Chinese against
their Manchu rulers. This homegrown movement seemed all but unstoppable until Britain and the
United States stepped in and threw their support behind the Manchus: after years of massive
carnage, all opposition to Qing rule was effectively snuffed out for generations. Stephen R. Platt
recounts these events in spellbinding detail, building his story on two fascinating characters with
opposing visions for China’s future: the conservative Confucian scholar Zeng Guofan, an accidental
general who emerged as the most influential military strategist in China’s modern history; and Hong
Rengan, a brilliant Taiping leader whose grand vision of building a modern, industrial, and
pro-Western Chinese state ended in tragic failure. This is an essential and enthralling history of the
rise and fall of the movement that, a century and a half ago, might have launched China on an
entirely different path into the modern world.

rebels of the heavenly kingdom: Agents of World Renewal Takashi Miura, 2019-08-31 This
volume examines a category of Japanese divinities that centered on the concept of “world renewal”




(yonaoshi). In the latter half of the Tokugawa period (1603-1867), a number of entities, both natural
and supernatural, came to be worshipped as “gods of world renewal.” These included disgruntled
peasants who demanded their local governments repeal unfair taxation, government bureaucrats
who implemented special fiscal measures to help the poor, and a giant subterranean catfish believed
to cause earthquakes to punish the hoarding rich. In the modern period, yonaoshi gods took on more
explicitly anti-authoritarian characteristics. During a major uprising in Saitama Prefecture in 1884, a
yonaoshi god was invoked to deny the legitimacy of the Meiji regime, and in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries, the new religion Omoto predicted an apocalyptic end of the world
presided over by a messianic yonaoshi god. Using a variety of local documents to analyze the
veneration of yonaoshi gods, Takashi Miura looks beyond the traditional modality of research
focused on religious professionals, their institutions, and their texts to illuminate the complexity of a
lived religion as practiced in communities. He also problematizes the association frequently drawn
between the concept of yonaoshi and millenarianism, demonstrating that yonaoshi gods served as
divine rectifiers of specific economic injustices and only later, in the modern period and within the
context of new religions such as Omoto, were fully millenarian interpretations developed. The scope
of world renewal, in other words, changed over time. Agents of World Renewal approaches Japanese
religion through the new analytical lens of yonaoshi gods and highlights the necessity of looking
beyond the boundary often posited between the early modern and modern periods when researching
religious discourses and concepts.

rebels of the heavenly kingdom: The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom Thomas H. Reilly,
2011-07-01 Occupying much of imperial China’s Yangzi River heartland and costing more than
twenty million lives, the Taiping Rebellion (1851-64) was no ordinary peasant revolt. What most
distinguished this dramatic upheaval from earlier rebellions were the spiritual beliefs of the rebels.
The core of the Taiping faith focused on the belief that Shangdi, the high God of classical China, had
chosen the Taiping leader, Hong Xiuquan, to establish his Heavenly Kingdom on Earth. How were
the Taiping rebels, professing this new creed, able to mount their rebellion and recruit multitudes of
followers in their sweep through the empire? Thomas Reilly argues that the Taiping faith, although
kindled by Protestant sources, developed into a dynamic new Chinese religion whose conception of
its sovereign deity challenged the legitimacy of the Chinese empire. The Taiping rebels denounced
the divine pretensions of the imperial title and the sacred character of the imperial office as
blasphemous usurpations of Shangdi’s title and position. In place of the imperial institution, the
rebels called for restoration of the classical system of kingship. Previous rebellions had declared
their contemporary dynasties corrupt and therefore in need of revival; the Taiping, by contrast,
branded the entire imperial order blasphemous and in need of replacement. In this study, Reilly
emphasizes the Christian elements of the Taiping faith, showing how Protestant missionaries built
on earlier Catholic efforts to translate Christianity into a Chinese idiom. Prior studies of the rebellion
have failed to appreciate how Hong Xiuquan'’s interpretation of Christianity connected the Taiping
faith to an imperial Chinese cultural and religious context. The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom shows
how the Bible--in particular, a Chinese translation of the Old Testament--profoundly influenced Hong
and his followers, leading them to understand the first three of the Ten Commandments as an
indictment of the imperial order. The rebels thus sought to destroy imperial culture along with its
institutions and Confucian underpinnings, all of which they regarded as blasphemous. Strongly
iconoclastic, the Taiping followers smashed religious statues and imperially approved icons
throughout the lands they conquered. By such actions the Taiping Rebellion transformed--at least for
its followers but to some extent for all Chinese--how Chinese people thought about religion, the
imperial title and office, and the entire traditional imperial and Confucian order. This book makes a
major contribution to the study of the Taiping Rebellion and to our understanding of the ideology of
both the rebels and the traditional imperial order they opposed. It will appeal to scholars in the
fields of Chinese history, religion, and culture and of Christian theology and church history.

rebels of the heavenly kingdom: Rebel angels Jill Fitzgerald, 2019-07-04 Over six hundred
years before John Milton’s Paradise Lost, Anglo-Saxon authors told their own version of the fall of




the angels. This book brings together various cultural moments, literary genres and relevant
comparanda to recover that version, from the legal and social world to the world of popular spiritual
ritual and belief. The story of the fall of the angels in Anglo-Saxon England is the story of a
successfully transmitted exegetical teaching turned rich literary tradition. It can be traced through a
range of genres - sermons, saints’ lives, royal charters, riddles, devotional and biblical poetry - each
one offering a distinct window into the ancient myth’s place within the Anglo-Saxon literary and
cultural imagination.

rebels of the heavenly kingdom: Re-union in the Heavenly Kingdom, and Other Discourses.
Third Series ... With an Introductory Sketch by the Rev. George Clark Hutton. [The Editor's Preface
Signed: W. L., I.e. William L.ogan. With a Portrait.] William ANDERSON (LL.D.), 1876

rebels of the heavenly kingdom: Gunpowder Alchemy Jeannie Lin, 2014-11-18 In 1842, the
gunpowder might of China’s Qing Dynasty fell to Britain’s steam engines. Furious, the Emperor
ordered the death of his engineers—and killed China’s best chance of fighting back... Since her
father’s execution eight years ago, Jin Soling kept her family from falling into poverty. But her
meager savings are running out, leaving her with no choice but to sell the last of her father’s
possessions—her last memento of him. Only, while attempting to find a buyer, Soling is caught and
brought before the Crown Prince. Unlike his father, the Emperor, the Prince knows that the only
chance of expelling the English invaders is to once again unite China’s cleverest minds to create
fantastic weapons. He also realizes that Soling is the one person who could convince her father’s
former allies—many who have turned rebel—to once again work for the Empire. He promises to
restore her family name if she’ll help him in his cause. But after the betrayal of her family all those
years ago, Soling is unsure if she can trust anyone in the Forbidden City—even if her heart is longing
to believe in the engineer with a hidden past who was once meant to be her husband... Includes a
preview of the second book in the Gunpowder Chronicles. Praise for Jeannie Lin and her novels
“Tantalizing.”—Publishers Weekly “Compelling, memorable.”—Library Journal “[Lin] is an
exceptional storyteller.”—RT Book Reviews USA Today bestselling author Jeannie Lin grew up
fascinated with stories of Western epic fantasy, Eastern martial arts adventures, and romance
novels. Formerly a high school teacher, Jeannie is now known for writing groundbreaking,
award-winning historical romances set in Tang Dynasty China, including her Golden Heart
award-winning debut, Butterfly Swords, as well as The Dragon and the Pearl, My Fair Concubine,
and The Lotus Palace.

rebels of the heavenly kingdom: Struggle for Empire Kenneth Swope, 2024-05-17 Struggle
for Empire provides the first comprehensive modern biography in English of the late Qing dynasty
statesman, strategist, and military commander, Zuo Zongtang (1812-1885). A national hero in China,
Zuo’s remarkable story remains understudied in the West. Author Kenneth Swope traces Zuo's
unlikely rise from poverty and obscurity in rural Hunan province to become the most powerful Han
Chinese official in Manchu China. Zuo embodied a new practical type of Chinese official, grounded
in the study of military history and strategic geography, who realized that the secret to China’s
survival was to both live up to traditional Confucian norms and expectations while also adapting
science and technology from the West. Zuo also pushed for self-strengthening, building China’s first
modern naval yard and setting up arsenals, silk factories, and publishing houses across China. Zuo
also helped the Qing put down the greatest civil war in human history, the Taiping Rebellion.

rebels of the heavenly kingdom: A Guide to Intra-state Wars Jeffrey S. Dixon, Meredith Reid
Sarkees, 2015-10-22 This title describes how civil war is defined and categorized and presents data
and descriptions for nearly 300 civil wars waged from 1816 to the present. Analyzing trends over
time and regions, this work is the definitive source for understanding the phenomenon of civil war.

rebels of the heavenly kingdom: An Introductory Study on China's Cultural
Transformation in Recent Times Yunzhi Geng, 2014-10-22 This book examines in detail the basic
trajectory of the cultural transformation and brings to light the extrinsic conditions and intrinsic
mechanisms involved. It focuses on the period from after the Opium Wars to the New Culture
Movement, as the New Culture Movement can be considered a pivotal phase in the cultural




transformation of modern-day China. The New Culture Movement was a revolutionary eruption
triggered by the accumulation of all the new qualitative cultural factors since the Opium Wars.
Superficially, the movement’s goal seemed to be to overthrow the traditional culture. But in essence
its true objective was to conduct an overall “screening” of that culture. The book elaborates a broad
variety of points in this context, including: the ideological and cultural evolution following the Opium
Wars; the pressing challenges faced by “Zhong Ti”; the initial shaping of social, public and cultural
spaces and major trends in ideological and cultural transformation at the end of the Qing Dynasty;
the political disarray and conflicts between the new and old ideology in the first years of the
Republic; the rise of the New Culture Movement; and the role of conservatism in the transition to a
modern culture.

rebels of the heavenly kingdom: Katherine Paterson Gary D. Schmidt, 1994 Katherine
Paterson is the consummate storyteller, a crafter of tales in which characters must deal with the
most elemental hopes and fears in settings - be it a Chesapeake Bay island or the mountains of China
- that are alternately blissful and beatific, terrifying and desperate. In a sensitive analysis of the
novels and stories of this award-winning children's author, Gary D. Schmidt finds that Paterson is, in
a subtle way, a didactic writer, informed by her hopeful and ethical vision of the future. Here is a
writer, Schmidt argues, who does not shy away from horrendous topics - unwanted foster children,
the death of a schoolchild's best friend, rape, murder, political intrigue, religious mania, and war. He
finds that Paterson's books - among them the National Book Award-winning Master Puppeteer
(1976) and The Great Gilly Hopkins (1978) and the Newberry Award-winning Bridge to Terabithia
(1977) and Jacob Have I Loved (1980) - are successful when the reader journeys with the author
through distressing situations and then arrives, in a moment of grace, at a place of spiritual
enlightenment. Paterson's characters, Schmidt argues, search for fathers, for families, for love and
acceptance, for themselves, they recall the characters of Flannery O'Connor, who also find
themselves caught in moments of distress and then find, like Paterson's characters, moments of
grace. As Schmidt shows, that moment may come in the building of a bridge or in coming to
understand the implications of a carol or poem or in resolving to live a life of burdens shared.
Schmidt begins this study with a biographical essay about Paterson's life, drawn from her own
essays as well as from an interview with her he conducted at her home in Barre, Vermont. In the
balance of the book he addresses her copious work, beginning with her early historical fiction and
proceeding on to the novels that explore her major themes - of the plight of prodigal children and
the search for true family. Later chapters examine Paterson's more recent historical fiction and her
retelling of folk tales. Throughout his discussion Schmidt focuses on the stories' elements of hope,
for, as Paterson has said in a National Book Award acceptance speech, she wants to be a spy for
hope. Schmidt's lucid study brings readers a closer understanding of this remarkable spy.--BOOK
JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved

rebels of the heavenly kingdom: The History of Uprising in China Zhi Dao, The book is the
volume of The History of Uprising in China among a series of books for China Classified Histories.

rebels of the heavenly kingdom: Princely Men in the Heavenly Kingdom Harlan Page Beach,
1903 To illustrate different phases of missionary endeavor in China, from the first entry of
Protestantism to those tragic months of 1900--Preface

rebels of the heavenly kingdom: BORN DEMON GOD CHAPTER 60 Anh Bar Lang,
2025-07-01 BORN DEMON GOD CHAPTER 60 Of course he is still alive, the cultivation of the Truth
Emperor has probably surpassed time and space, even if space and time are destroyed, he will not
die. Sui Han Yu said almost without hesitation. Ning Xiao Chuan was surprised: - Master, if this
great emperor is still alive, then why didn't you personally restore the Truth Heavenly Kingdom and
let it decline like this? - I don't know about this. Perhaps the great emperor has his own thoughts.
We cannot understand the thoughts of people like the Truth Emperor.

rebels of the heavenly kingdom: The Nineteenth Century and After , 1912

rebels of the heavenly kingdom: China Robert E. Murowchick, 1994 Anthropologists,
archaeologists, geographers, and historians chronicle the evolution of Chinese culture and history




from antiquity to present times
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