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**Understanding Tracking in Sociology: A Deep Dive into Educational
Stratification**

what is tracking in sociology is a question that opens the door to exploring
one of the most significant mechanisms of social organization within
educational systems. Tracking refers to the practice of grouping students
into different educational paths or "tracks" based on their perceived
abilities, interests, or future career goals. This concept has profound
implications for social stratification, equality, and individual opportunity.

In this article, we will unpack what tracking in sociology means, examine how
it functions within schools, explore its social consequences, and discuss the
debates surrounding its use. Along the way, we'll weave in related terms like
educational stratification, social mobility, and educational inequality to
provide a comprehensive understanding.

Defining Tracking in Sociology

Tracking, also known as ability grouping or streaming, is a system used by
schools to separate students into distinct classes or curricula according to
their academic performance or aptitude. This classification affects the type
of instruction students receive, the peers they interact with, and the
expectations placed upon them.

Sociologists study tracking as a critical factor in educational
stratification—the process through which societies create layers or "strata"
of social status, often influenced by access to education. By sorting
students, schools inadvertently (or sometimes intentionally) reproduce
existing social hierarchies, impacting future opportunities.

How Tracking Works in Schools

In practice, tracking can take several forms:

- **Academic Tracks:** Students are placed into college-preparatory, general,
or vocational tracks depending on their grades or test scores.

- **Skill-Based Grouping:** Within a subject, classes may be divided into
advanced, regular, and remedial groups.

- **Interest-Based Tracks:** Some systems allow students to select paths
aligned with particular career interests, such as arts, sciences, or
technical education.

These tracks often differ in curriculum rigor, teacher expectations, resource



allocation, and peer group composition, which can significantly shape
students' educational experiences.

The Sociological Significance of Tracking

Tracking is not just an administrative tool-it reflects and influences
broader social patterns. Sociologists examine its role in reinforcing social
inequalities and shaping social mobility.

Tracking and Social Stratification

Educational stratification is a key concept intertwined with tracking. By
assigning students to tracks, schools may unintentionally perpetuate social
class divisions. Research shows that students from higher socioeconomic
backgrounds are disproportionately represented in advanced tracks, while
those from lower-income families are more likely to be placed in lower
tracks.

This phenomenon can stem from multiple factors:

- Access to early childhood education and enrichment experiences
- Parental advocacy and involvement

- Teacher biases and expectations

- Standardized test results influenced by cultural capital

Because higher tracks often lead to better educational and occupational
outcomes, tracking can entrench existing inequalities rather than mitigate
them.

Impact on Social Mobility

Social mobility—the ability for individuals or groups to move within a social
hierarchy—is influenced by educational opportunities. Tracking plays a
pivotal role here since it affects access to quality education and
credentials.

Students placed in lower tracks may receive less challenging curricula, fewer
resources, and limited encouragement to pursue higher education. This can
restrict their future job prospects and economic advancement. Conversely,
students in advanced tracks are often groomed for college and professional
careers.

Thus, tracking can either facilitate or hinder social mobility, depending on
how equitably it is implemented.



Critiques and Defenses of Tracking

The practice of tracking has been the subject of intense debate among
educators, sociologists, and policymakers.

Arguments Against Tracking

Critics highlight several concerns:

- **Reinforcement of Inequality:** Tracking may exacerbate disparities based
on race, class, and ethnicity.

- **Self-Fulfilling Prophecy:** Students in lower tracks may internalize
negative perceptions, leading to diminished motivation and performance.

- **Reduced Social Integration:** Tracking separates students, limiting
interactions across diverse groups and reducing social cohesion.

- **Limited Flexibility:** Early placement into tracks can limit students'
ability to change paths later.

Arguments in Favor of Tracking

Supporters argue that:

- **Tailored Instruction:** Grouping by ability allows teachers to customize
lessons to students’ needs, potentially improving learning outcomes.

- **Efficiency:** Tracks can streamline curriculum planning and resource
allocation.

- **Student Motivation:** Being among peers of similar skill levels can boost
confidence and engagement.

- **Preparation for Careers:** Specialized tracks can better prepare students
for specific vocational or academic pathways.

Tracking and Educational Inequality: Real-World
Implications

Understanding the relationship between tracking and educational inequality is
crucial for addressing systemic issues in schooling.

The Role of Teacher Expectations

Teacher perceptions often influence track placement. Research shows that
implicit biases related to race, gender, and class can affect



recommendations, sometimes disadvantaging marginalized students.

Standardized Testing and Tracking

Standardized tests frequently serve as gatekeepers for track assignments.
However, these tests may reflect cultural biases or unequal access to test
preparation, calling into question their fairness as sole criteria.

Policy Interventions

Some schools have experimented with detracking or mixed-ability classrooms to
foster equity. These approaches aim to provide all students access to
rigorous curricula and diverse peer groups, though they come with challenges
like managing varying skill levels.

Broader Sociological Perspectives on Tracking

Tracking is part of a larger conversation about how institutions reproduce
social structures.

Structural Functionalism Viewpoint

From this perspective, tracking is seen as a way to efficiently allocate
individuals to roles best suited to their abilities, contributing to social
stability.

Conflict Theory Perspective

Conflict theorists argue that tracking benefits dominant social groups by
maintaining privilege and limiting upward mobility for others.

Symbolic Interactionism Approach

This framework focuses on the day-to-day interactions and meanings attached
to tracking, such as how labels affect student identity and self-concept.



Tips for Educators and Policymakers on
Addressing Tracking Challenges

For those involved in education, understanding the nuances of tracking can
inform better practices:

- **Promote Flexible Grouping:** Allow students to move between tracks based
on growth and interests.

- **Implement Bias Training:** Help educators recognize and counteract
implicit biases in placement decisions.

- **Use Multiple Assessment Tools:** Combine standardized tests with teacher
evaluations and student portfolios.

- **Encourage Inclusive Curricula:** Design classes that challenge all
students and celebrate diverse perspectives.

- **Engage Families and Communities:** Collaborate to ensure equitable
support outside the classroom.

By carefully balancing the benefits of differentiated instruction with a
commitment to equity, schools can mitigate some of the negative effects
associated with tracking.

Exploring what tracking in sociology entails reveals the complexity behind a
seemingly straightforward educational practice. It is a powerful example of
how institutions shape social outcomes and reflect broader societal dynamics.
Understanding tracking helps illuminate pathways toward more equitable and
inclusive education systems.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is tracking in sociology?

Tracking in sociology refers to the practice of grouping students in
educational settings based on their perceived abilities or achievements,
often resulting in different educational paths or levels.

How does tracking affect students in schools?

Tracking can influence students' academic outcomes, self-esteem, and social
interactions by placing them in different educational tracks that may limit
or enhance their learning opportunities.

Why is tracking considered a controversial practice?

Tracking is controversial because it can reinforce social inequalities, limit
mobility for lower-tracked students, and perpetuate racial and socioeconomic



disparities in education.

What are the common types of tracking systems in
education?

Common tracking systems include ability grouping, honors or advanced
placement tracks, vocational tracks, and remedial tracks, each designed to
cater to different student needs and abilities.

How does tracking relate to social stratification?

Tracking contributes to social stratification by sorting students into
different tracks that often correspond to social class or racial backgrounds,
thus maintaining existing social hierarchies.

Can tracking impact students' long-term social and
economic outcomes?

Yes, students placed in higher tracks often have better access to resources
and opportunities, leading to improved educational attainment and career
prospects compared to those in lower tracks.

What alternatives to tracking exist in education?

Alternatives include heterogeneous grouping, differentiated instruction
within mixed-ability classrooms, and inclusive education models that aim to
provide equitable learning experiences for all students.

How does tracking vary across different countries or
cultures?

Tracking practices differ globally; some countries implement early tracking
with rigid pathways, while others emphasize comprehensive education with
minimal tracking to promote equality.

What role do teachers and administrators play in the
tracking process?

Teachers and administrators often influence tracking decisions through
assessments, recommendations, and policy implementation, which can affect
students' placement and educational trajectories.

Additional Resources

**Understanding Tracking in Sociology: Mechanisms, Implications, and
Critiques**



what is tracking in sociology is a pivotal question for educators,
policymakers, and social scientists seeking to understand how educational
systems influence social stratification and individual outcomes. Tracking,
also referred to as ability grouping or streaming, is the practice of
dividing students into distinct groups or “tracks” based on their perceived
academic abilities or achievement levels. This sociological concept offers a
rich field of study, revealing much about educational inequality, social
reproduction, and policy debates.

Defining Tracking in Sociology

At its core, tracking in sociology describes the systemic sorting of students
within educational institutions according to their academic performance,
cognitive skills, or potential. This sorting often results in separate
classes, curricula, and teacher expectations for different groups, sometimes
labeled as “advanced,” “regular,” or “remedial.” The rationale behind
tracking is to tailor instruction to the varied learning needs of students,
allowing for differentiated teaching methods and pacing.

However, sociologists approach tracking not merely as an educational strategy
but as a social process that can perpetuate inequalities. By segregating
students early on, tracking can reinforce existing social hierarchies related
to class, race, and ethnicity. The concept has been extensively analyzed to
understand its role in social reproduction—the ways in which social
structures and inequalities are maintained across generations.

Theoretical Perspectives on Tracking

Several sociological theories shed light on the implications of tracking.
Conflict theory, for instance, views tracking as a mechanism by which
dominant groups maintain power. According to theorists like Bowles and
Gintis, educational systems—including tracking practices—serve to reproduce
class hierarchies by limiting access to high-quality education and
opportunities for lower-status students.

Conversely, functionalist perspectives argue that tracking can increase
educational efficiency by grouping students with similar abilities, thereby
optimizing learning and resource allocation. This view suggests that tracking
helps meet diverse educational needs, improving overall system performance.

Symbolic interactionism, another theoretical lens, examines how tracking
shapes students’ self-concepts and identities. Being placed in a lower track
may affect a student’s motivation and self-esteem, leading to a self-
fulfilling prophecy where expectations influence outcomes.



Historical Context and Development

The practice of tracking emerged prominently in the early 20th century
alongside the expansion of mass education. Initially, it was seen as a
scientific approach to education, aligning with the rise of intelligence
testing and standardized assessments. Over time, tracking became
institutionalized in many countries, especially in the United States and
parts of Europe.

Yet, this historical trajectory has not been without controversy. The civil
rights movements and educational reforms of the 1960s and 1970s challenged
the fairness of tracking systems, highlighting their disproportionate impact
on minority and disadvantaged students. These critiques sparked debates about
the balance between individualized instruction and equitable access to
quality education.

How Tracking Works in Practice

Tracking typically manifests in various forms, depending on the educational
context:

e Within-class grouping: Students are grouped by ability for specific
subjects but remain in the same classroom.

* Between-class tracking: Students are placed in different classes or
sections based on ability levels.

e School-wide tracking: Entire schools may be organized into different
tracks, such as vocational, general, or academic pathways.

Each form has distinct implications for student experiences and outcomes. For
example, between-class tracking often results in divergent curricula, with
higher tracks receiving more rigorous instruction. School-wide tracking can
channel students into vastly different educational and career trajectories.

Impact on Educational Outcomes and Social
Stratification

Empirical studies reveal mixed results regarding the effects of tracking on
academic achievement. Proponents argue that tracking allows for better
targeting of instruction, leading to improved learning for high-achieving
students. Some data indicate that advanced tracks provide enriched content
and opportunities that foster higher-order thinking skills.



However, research also suggests that tracking can exacerbate achievement
gaps. Students placed in lower tracks frequently receive less challenging
material, have lower teacher expectations, and face limited access to
advanced coursework. These disparities contribute to unequal academic and
social outcomes, often mirroring broader societal inequalities tied to
socioeconomic status and race.

Moreover, tracking influences peer interactions and social networks within
schools. Students in higher tracks tend to associate with peers sharing
similar backgrounds and aspirations, reinforcing social capital disparities.
This dynamic perpetuates social stratification through both formal
educational structures and informal social processes.

Critiques and Controversies Surrounding
Tracking

Tracking remains a contentious issue in sociology and education policy.
Critics highlight several concerns:

1. Equity and fairness: Tracking can institutionalize discrimination by
disproportionately placing marginalized students in lower tracks.

2. Labeling and stigma: Lower-track students may internalize negative
labels, which can undermine motivation and self-esteem.

3. Reduced social mobility: By limiting access to advanced coursework and
college preparatory material, tracking may restrict opportunities for
upward mobility.

These critiques have spurred alternative approaches such as heterogeneous
grouping, inclusive classrooms, and differentiated instruction without formal
tracking. Some school districts have moved toward detracking policies,
seeking to foster equity and integration.

Global Perspectives on Tracking

Tracking practices vary significantly across countries. For example, many
European countries implement early tracking systems, where students are
sorted into vocational or academic paths as early as age 10 to 14. In
contrast, the United States traditionally employed more flexible tracking,
though still marked by significant stratification.

Comparative sociology reveals that countries with later tracking tend to
exhibit less educational inequality, although the relationship is complex and



influenced by other factors such as social welfare policies and school
funding models.

Future Directions in Tracking Research and
Policy

Ongoing sociological research continues to explore innovative methods to
balance the benefits of tailored education with the imperative of equity.
Advances in data analytics and personalized learning technologies offer
potential to refine student grouping without rigid tracking.

Policymakers face the challenge of designing systems that minimize the
negative social consequences of tracking while addressing diverse learner
needs. This requires nuanced understanding of local contexts, stakeholder
involvement, and continuous evaluation.

In sum, tracking in sociology remains a critical concept for dissecting the
intersection of education, inequality, and social structure. Its study
illuminates how institutional practices shape life chances and reflect
broader societal dynamics.
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what is tracking in sociology: The Fractured College Prep Pipeline Heather E. Price, 2021
This book walks readers through the stages of the high school college prep pipeline that introduces
interlocked structural barriers to students. The author shows how these barriers reinforce
segregated structures that unfairly distribute the public good of education to some students and not
others. Price argues that the college prep pipeline of Advanced Placement and International
Baccalaureate coursework in American high schools constitutes a new form of tracking in the 21st
century. Even further, this new tracking introduces a fa[Jade of “college readiness” that veils the
unequal learning opportunities that send some students out into the college world with pockets full
of counterfeit credentials that serve only to reinforce the historically oppressive system. Whether
intentional or not, this new form of tracking is embedded in schools across the United States and
have lifetime consequences for individual students that reinforce historically racial, ethnic, and
spatial inequalities. “This book is a rigorous and engaging portrait of the architecture of opportunity
in American schools. With a fine-grained analysis that never loses sight of the big picture, Heather
Price reveals structural realities of college readiness in the United States that are ripe for change.”
—Sean Kelly, University of Pittsburgh
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2017-10-02 Self-tracking practices are part of many health and medical domains. The introduction of
digital technologies such as smartphones, tablet computers, apps, social media platforms, dedicated
patient support sites and wireless devices for medical monitoring has contributed to the expansion
of opportunities for people to engage in self-tracking of their bodies and health and illness states.
The contributors to this book cover a range of self-tracking techniques, contexts and geographical
locations: fitness tracking using the wearable Fitbit device in the UK; English adolescent girls’ use of
health and fitness apps; stress and recovery monitoring software and devices in a group of healthy
Finns; self-monitoring by young Australian illicit drug users; an Italian diabetes self-care program
using an app and web-based software; and ‘show-and-tell’ videos uploaded to the Quantified Self
website about people’s experiences of self-tracking. Major themes running across the collection
include the emphasis on self-responsibility and self-management on which self-tracking rationales
and devices tend to rely; the biopedagogical function of self-tracking (teaching people about how to
be both healthy and productive biocitizens); and the reproduction of social norms and moral
meanings concerning health states and embodiment (good health can be achieved through
self-tracking, while illness can be avoided or better managed). This book was originally published as
a special issue of the Health Sociology Review.

what is tracking in sociology: High School Education Tracking and Educational Inequality
Qian Zhao, Ajian Qian, 2025-05-23 The book focuses on educational tracking at the high school level
and explores its impact on educational inequality. By constructing an analytical framework that
combines macro and micro perspectives, the authors aim to provide a thorough analysis of the
impact of educational tracking on inequality, offering new empirical evidence for international
research on educational and social stratification. By revealing the institutional characteristics and
unequal effects of high school educational tracking, the book provides empirical support for
optimizing China’s educational tracking policy and advancing the goal of educational equity. The
book will appeal to scholars and students of educational tracking, educational equity, and
comparative education.

what is tracking in sociology: Definitive Readings in the History, Philosophy, Theories
and Practice of Career and Technical Education Wang, Viktor, 2010-07-31 Definitive Readings
in the History, Philosophy, Theories and Practice of Career and Technical Education brings together
definitive writings on CTE by leading figures and by contemporary thinkers in the history,
philosophy, practice and theories of the field. Filling a much needed void in existing literature, this
book equips scholars and practitioners with knowledge, skills, and attitudes to succeed in the field of
CTE.

what is tracking in sociology: Tracking "The Tribes of Yahweh" Roland Boer, 2002-12-01
Norman Gottwald's monumental The Tribes of Yahweh caused an immediate sensation when first
published in 1979, and its influence has continued to be felt, both in the area of biblical politics and
in the application of sociological methods to the Hebrew Bible. This book reflects on the impact and
the implications of the work after twenty years. The distinguished contributors are David Jobling,
Frank Frick, Charles Carter, Carol Meyers, Jacques Berlinerblau, I[tumeleng Mosala, Gerald West,
Roland Boer and, in a response to contributors as well as an interview with the editor, Norman
Gottwald himself.

what is tracking in sociology: Models of Secondary Education and Social Inequality
Hans-Peter Blossfeld, Sandra Buchholz, Jan Skopek, Moris Triventi, 2016-11-25 From an
international comparative perspective, this third book in the prestigious eduLIFE Lifelong Learning
series provides a thorough investigation into how social inequalities arise during individuals’
secondary schooling careers. Paying particular attention to the role of social origin and prior
performance, it focuses on tracking and differentiation in secondary schooling examining the short-
and long-term effects on inequality of opportunities. It looks at ways in which differentiation in
secondary education might produce and reproduce social inequalities in educational opportunities
and educational attainment. The international perspective allows illuminating comparison in light of
the different models, rules and procedures that regulate admission selection and learning in



different countries.

what is tracking in sociology: International Handbook of Research on Teachers and Teaching
Lawrence J. Saha, Anthony Gary Dworkin, 2009-04-17 The International Handbook of Research on
Teachers and Teaching provides a fresh look at the ever changing nature of the teaching profession
throughout the world. This collection of over 70 articles addresses a wide range of issues relevant
for understanding the present educational climate in which the accountability of teachers and the
standardized testing of students have become dominant.

what is tracking in sociology: Household Self-Tracking During a Global Health Crisis
Mariann Hardey, 2022-02-21 Household Self-Tracking During a Global Health Crisis provides a
comprehensive and straightforward account of deeper health narratives managed through data
tracking within households formed during a global health crisis.

what is tracking in sociology: Opportunities for Learning Maureen T. Hallinan, 2025-06-15
Opportunities for Learning brings together the works of one of the most highly regarded past
presidents of the American Sociological Association, focusing on uncovering and addressing
educational inequities in elementary and secondary schools. Few sociologists of education can rival
the depth and breadth of Maureen T. Hallinan’s contributions to the field. This book compiles her
writings, some of which have never been published before, to bring the full insight of both her
sociological imagination and her theoretical and empirical research. Through articles, book
chapters, and invited lectures, Hallinan explores the interplay among theory, research, and policy.
Other pieces focus on the importance of opportunities to learn, peer friendships, and ability
grouping for instruction. She writes in depth about various attempts of educational reform and the
effects of Catholic schools. Hallinan sought to address the enduring problems of sociological
theorizing and research within education, and her writings contribute important insights and
provide foundations for the next generation of social scientists. This collection demonstrates
Hallinan’s keen ability to communicate balanced inquiry by engaging multiple perspectives in her
theoretical framework coupled with strong empirical testing of the relationships.

what is tracking in sociology: Tracking Global Wokeism , 2025-07-03 In this volume, nineteen
authors ask: does wokeness exist in the non-Western world? And if yes, is it imported from America
or can it also have its own vernacular roots? Wokeness has helped advance the cause of social
justice in many domains. However, a cursory search on the internet can yield the impression that
‘woke’ is now predominantly used in a negative fashion. The present book approaches woke from
unusual philosophical angles that do not adhere to either pro or counter positions but that try to
transcend purely ideological perspectives. The book shifts the debate to an international or global
level.

what is tracking in sociology: Tracking the Media Subarno Chattarji, 2009-03-09 This book
is about media content analysis in the English language print media in South Asia, with reference to
certain contemporary issues. It is written from the perspective of the need to analyze media
discourses and the ways in which their circulation creates a ‘common sense’ view of the world. The
focus is on English language papers and news magazines; additionally, some Hindi, Urdu, and Sindhi
newspapers are examined. The highlight is on the ways in which English language publications
contribute to and function within middle class matrices of modernity, consumption, conflict, and
conservatism in India.

what is tracking in sociology: Identity, Gender, and Tracking Jenny R. Vermilya,
2022-01-15 Using in-depth interviews with veterinary students, Identity, Gender, and Tracking: The
Reality of Boundaries for Veterinary Students explores the experience of enrollment in an
educational program that tracks students based on the species of animals that they wish to treat.
The identity of a veterinarian is one characterized by care; thus, students have to construct different
definitions of care, creating a system of power and inequality. Tracking produces multiple
boundaries for veterinary students, which has consequences not just for the veterinarian, but also
for the treatment of animals. Written for administrators and students alike, Identity, Gender, and
Tracking sheds light on how and why veterinary students construct their identities and end up in



certain specializations.

what is tracking in sociology: Tracking People Anthea Hucklesby, Raymond Holt,
2023-08-30 Tracking technologies are now ubiquitous and are part of many people’s everyday lives.
Large sections of the population voluntarily use devices and apps to track fitness, medical
conditions, sleep, vital signs or their own or others’ whereabouts. Governments, health services,
immigration and criminal justice agencies increasingly rely upon tracking technologies to monitor
individuals’ whereabouts, behaviour, medical conditions and interventions. Despite the human rights
concerns of some organisations and individuals, most wearers and their significant others tend to
welcome the technologies. This paradox is only one of the many fascinating challenges raised by the
widespread use of tracking technologies which are explored in this book. This book critically
explores the ethical, legal, social, and technical issues arising from the current and future use of
tracking technologies. It provides a unique and wide-ranging discussion, via a cross-disciplinary
collection of essays, on issues relating to technological devices and apps whose use is imposed upon
wearers or suggested by others, whether agencies or individuals, including in the domains of
criminal justice, terrorism, and health and social care. Contributions from leading academics from
across social sciences, engineering, computer and data science, philosophy, and health and social
care address the diverse uses of tracking technologies including with individuals with dementia,
defendants and offenders, individuals with mental health conditions and drug users alongside legal,
ethical and normative questions about the appropriate use of these technologies. Cross-disciplinary
themes emerge focusing on both the benefits of the technologies - freedom, improved safety,
security, well-being and autonomy, and increased capacity of and efficiencies for public services -
and the challenges - implementation and operational costs, mission creep, privacy concerns,
stigmatisation, whether the technologies work as expected, and useability and wearability for all
wearers. This book is essential reading for academics and students engaged in criminology, criminal
justice, socio-legal studies, science and technology studies, medicine, health and social care,
psychology, engineering, computer and data science, philosophy, social policy and social work and
security studies. It will also be of great interest to policy-makers, regulators, practitioners already
deploying or considering using tracking technologies, and to current and potential wearers.

what is tracking in sociology: Effective Tracking of Building Energy Use National
Research Council, Division on Engineering and Physical Sciences, Board on Energy and
Environmental Systems, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Committee on
National Statistics, Panel on Redesigning the Commercial Buildings and Residential Energy
Consumption Surveys of the Energy Information Administration, 2012-04-30 The United States is
responsible for nearly one-fifth of the world's energy consumption. Population growth, and the
associated growth in housing, commercial floor space, transportation, goods, and services is
expected to cause a 0.7 percent annual increase in energy demand for the foreseeable future. The
energy used by the commercial and residential sectors represents approximately 40 percent of the
nation's total energy consumption, and the share of these two sectors is expected to increase in the
future. The Commercial Buildings Energy Consumption Survey (CBECS) and Residential Energy
Consumption Survey (RECS) are two major surveys conducted by the Energy Information
Administration. The surveys are the most relevant sources of data available to researchers and
policy makers on energy consumption in the commercial and residential sectors. Many of the design
decisions and operational procedures for the CBECS and RECS were developed in the 1970s and
1980s, and resource limitations during much of the time since then have prevented EIA from making
significant changes to the data collections. Effective Tracking of Building Energy Use makes
recommendations for redesigning the surveys based on a review of evolving data user needs and an
assessment of new developments in relevant survey methods.

what is tracking in sociology: Tracking the Great Bear Justin Page, 2014-01-01
Encompassing millions of hectares of globally rare coastal rainforest, the Great Bear Rainforest in
coastal British Columbia is home to ancient trees, rich runs of salmon, and abundant species. The
area also supports small human communities, particularly First Nations. Once slated for clearcut



logging, large areas were protected in 2006 by the signing of one of the world's most innovative
conservation agreements. This book provides a detailed account of the complex and contested
process that resulted in the establishment of the GBR. It also shows how environmentalists'
deployment of a powerful actor-network saved the area from status quo industrial forestry while still
respecting First Nations' right to economic development.

what is tracking in sociology: Tourist Mobility and Advanced Tracking Technologies Noam
Shoval, Michal Isaacson, 2009-09-10 The remarkable developments in tracking technologies over the
past decade have opened up a wealth of possibilities in terms of research into tourist spatial
behaviour. To date, most research in the field has been based on data derived from less objective -
hence methodologically problematic - sources. This book examines the various technologies
available to track pedestrians and motorized vehicles as well as the moral, ethical and legal issues
arising from the utilization of data thus obtained. The methodologies outlined in the book could
prove revolutionary in terms of tourism research, management and planning.

what is tracking in sociology: Sociological Foundations of Education Claire Maxwell, Miri
Yemini, Laura Engel, 2023-03-23 This volume introduces sociology as a foundational discipline of
education. Education is a central structuring mechanism in shaping societies, making it a core focus
for sociology. Sociologists study education in its broadest sense - as occurring within families,
communities and provided by institutions. The purposes of formal education are contested and these
contestations shape broader power relations locally, nationally and globally. Sociologists
disaggregate processes within education to examine empirically and theoretically the various levels
at which they operate. This allows them to describe and make sense of the ways that relations of
inequality are developed, reproduced or unsettled and how these shape individual and group
experiences and outcomes. About the Educational Foundations series: Education, as an academic
field taught at universities around the world, emerged from a range of older foundational disciplines.
The Educational Foundations series comprises six volumes, each covering one of the foundational
disciplines of philosophy, history, sociology, policy studies, economics and law. This is the first
reference work to provide an authoritative and up-to-date account of all six disciplines, showing how
each field's ideas, methods, theories and approaches can contribute to research and practice in
education today. The six volumes cover the same set of key topics within education, which also form
the chapter titles: - Mapping the Field - Purposes of Education - Curriculum - Schools and Education
Systems - Learning and Human Development - Teaching and Teacher Education - Assessment and
Evaluation This structure allows readers to study the volumes in isolation, by discipline, or laterally,
by topic, and facilitates a comparative, thematic reading of chapters across the volumes. Throughout
the series, attention is paid to how the disciplines comprising the educational foundations speak to
social justice concerns such as gender and racial equality.

what is tracking in sociology: Tracking and Disrupting the Illicit Antiquities Trade with
Open Source Data Matthew Sargent, James V. Marrone, Alexandra T. Evans, Bilyana Lilly, Erik
Nemeth, Stephen Dalzell, 2020 The illicit antiquities market is fueled by a well-documented rise in
looting at archaeological sites and a fear that the proceeds of such looting may be financing
terrorism or rogue states. In this report, the authors compile evidence from numerous open sources
to outline the major policy-relevant characteristics of that market and to propose the way forward
for developing policies intended to disrupt illicit networks.

what is tracking in sociology: The Palgrave Handbook of the Anthropology of Technology
Maja Hojer Bruun, Ayo Wahlberg, Rachel Douglas-Jones, Cathrine Hasse, Klaus Hoeyer, Dorthe
Brogard Kristensen, Brit Ross Winthereik, 2022-03-23 This Handbook offers an overview of the
thriving and diverse field of anthropological studies of technology. It features 39 original chapters,
each reviewing the state of the art of current research and enlivening the field of study through
ethnographic analysis of human-technology interfaces, forms of social organisation, technological
practices and/or systems of belief and meaning in different parts of the world. The Handbook is
organised around some of the most important characteristics of anthropological studies of
technology today: the diverse knowledge practices that technologies involve and on which they



depend; the communities, collectives, and categories that emerge around technologies;
anthropology’s contribution to proliferating debates on ethics, values, and morality in relation to
technology; and infrastructures that highlight how all technologies are embedded in broader
political economies and socio-historical processes that shape and often reinforce inequality and
discrimination while also generating diversity. All chapters share a commitment to human
experiences, embodiments, practices, and materialities in the daily lives of those people and
institutions involved in the development, manufacturing, deployment, and/or use of particular
technologies. Chapters 11 and 31 are available open access under a Creative Commons Attribution
4.0 International License via link.springer.com.

what is tracking in sociology: Students of Color and the Achievement Gap Richard R.
Valencia, 2015-03-05 Students of Color and the Achievement Gap is a comprehensive, landmark
analysis of an incontrovertible racialized reality in U.S. K-12 public education---the relentless
achievement gap between low-socioeconomic students of color and their economically advantaged
White counterparts. Award winning author and scholar Richard Valencia provides an authoritative
and systemic treatment of the achievement gap, focusing on Black and Latino/Latina students. He
examines the societal and educational factors that help to create and maintain the achievement gap
by drawing from critical race theory, an asset-based perspective and a systemic inequality approach.
By showing how racialized opportunity structures in society and schools ultimately result in
racialized patterns of academic achievement in schools, Valencia shows how the various indicators
of the achievement gap are actually symptoms of the societal and school quality gaps. Following
each of these concerns, Valencia provides a number of reform suggestions that can lead to systemic
transformations of K-12 education. Students of Color and the Achievement Gap makes a persuasive
and well documented case that school success for students of color, and the empowerment of their
parents, can only be fully understood and realized when contextualized within broader political,
economic, and cultural frameworks.
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