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christianity democracy and the radical ordinary stanley hauerwas — these words together
might evoke curiosity, inviting us into a rich conversation about faith, politics, and everyday life
through the lens of one of the most influential theologians of our time. Stanley Hauerwas, often
described as a radical thinker, challenges conventional notions of how Christianity interacts with
democratic society. His emphasis on the “radical ordinary” offers a refreshing perspective that
reshapes our understanding of Christian ethics within the democratic context.

In this article, we’ll explore the intricate relationship between Christianity, democracy, and the
radical ordinary as articulated by Hauerwas. We’ll unpack how his ideas confront modern political
ideologies, encourage a distinctive Christian witness, and provide meaningful insights into living
faithfully in a pluralistic democracy. By weaving together theology, ethics, and social critique,
Hauerwas’s thought remains profoundly relevant for those seeking to navigate the complexities of
faith and politics today.

Stanley Hauerwas: A Brief Introduction

Before diving into the core themes, it’s helpful to understand who Stanley Hauerwas is and why his
voice carries such weight. A renowned American theologian and ethicist, Hauerwas has spent
decades challenging both the church and society to rethink their assumptions. His work insists that
Christianity is not just a personal belief system but a communal way of life that shapes one’s
identity, practices, and ultimately, political engagement.

Hauerwas’s approach is often described as “radical” because he pushes beyond mainstream
Christian accommodations to secular culture. Yet, this radicalism is deeply rooted in the “ordinary”
rhythms of Christian life — worship, community, and discipleship — making his vision accessible and
transformative.

Christianity and Democracy: A Complex Relationship

At first glance, Christianity and democracy might seem natural allies. After all, democracy values
human dignity, justice, and participation — ideals that resonate with Christian ethics. However,
Hauerwas urges caution, pointing out that democracy, especially in its modern liberal form, often
prioritizes individual autonomy and secular neutrality, which can conflict with the communal and
covenantal nature of Christian life.

The Challenge of Individualism



One of the key tensions Hauerwas highlights is the emphasis on individualism in democratic
societies. Christianity, particularly in the tradition Hauerwas champions, calls for a communal
identity shaped by the church’s narrative and practices. This contrast raises important questions:

- How can Christians maintain their distinctiveness without succumbing to individualistic political
cultures?
- What does it mean to be a Christian citizen in a democracy that values personal choice above
communal responsibility?

Hauerwas argues that Christians should resist the temptation to conform to the dominant political
ethos and instead embody a countercultural witness rooted in the church’s life.

Democracy as a Space for Christian Witness

Despite the challenges, democracy provides unique opportunities for Christians to live out their faith
publicly. Hauerwas envisions the church as a “political community” that forms individuals capable of
loving their neighbors and seeking justice. This perspective reframes democracy not merely as a
system to be supported or opposed but as a context in which the church can model an alternative
way of life.

By focusing on the “radical ordinary” — the everyday practices of discipleship — Christians can
influence democratic society through example rather than political power alone.

The Radical Ordinary: Hauerwas’s Core Concept

What does Hauerwas mean by the “radical ordinary”? It’s a phrase that captures his belief that the
most profound Christian witness emerges not through spectacular political action but through the
faithful practice of ordinary life shaped by the gospel.

Ordinary Practices as Formation

The “ordinary” includes worship, prayer, communal meals, and acts of service — those routine
activities that form Christian character and identity. Hauerwas insists these practices are “radical”
because they resist the dominant cultural narratives about success, power, and morality. Instead,
they cultivate virtues like patience, humility, and love that challenge the status quo.

This formation is crucial for engaging democracy because it equips Christians to participate in
public life with integrity and hope rather than fear or domination.

The Church as a Distinctive Community

For Hauerwas, the church is more than an institution; it’s a distinctive polis, a political community
shaped by the story of Christ. This means that Christian engagement with democracy isn’t about



simply lobbying or voting but about embodying an alternative vision of community that questions the
assumptions of secular politics.

Through the “radical ordinary,” the church becomes a sign of hope and a witness to a different
kingdom, inviting others to participate in its life and values.

Practical Implications: Living Faithfully in a
Democratic Society

Understanding Hauerwas’s vision has practical consequences for Christians today, especially those
navigating the messy intersection of faith and democracy.

Resisting Political Idolatry

Hauerwas warns against turning political ideologies or parties into forms of idolatry. When
Christians make democracy or any political system their ultimate allegiance, they risk compromising
their witness. Instead, faithfulness to the gospel should shape political engagement, keeping
ultimate hope in God rather than earthly powers.

Engaging Through Community

One of the most actionable takeaways is the importance of cultivating strong Christian communities.
These communities serve as incubators for the virtues necessary to engage society constructively.
Whether through small groups, churches, or service organizations, these spaces nurture the “radical
ordinary” that prepares believers for public life.

Practicing Hospitality and Justice

Hauerwas emphasizes that Christian ethics in democracy must be lived out in tangible ways —
through hospitality, care for the marginalized, and pursuit of justice. By embodying these values,
Christians offer a compelling alternative to the often fragmented and self-centered nature of
democratic politics.

Relevance Today: Why Hauerwas’s Thought Matters

In an era marked by political polarization, cultural fragmentation, and crises of identity, Stanley
Hauerwas’s insights into Christianity, democracy, and the radical ordinary are more pertinent than
ever. His call to embrace the everyday practices of faith as a form of radical witness challenges
believers to reconsider how they live and engage with society.



The tension he highlights between Christian community and democratic individualism invites
ongoing reflection about what it means to be faithful citizens. Moreover, his emphasis on the church
as a distinctive political community encourages a hopeful vision that transcends partisan divides and
superficial political engagement.

For students of theology, political philosophy, and anyone interested in the ethical dimensions of
public life, Hauerwas offers a profound framework that resists easy answers but opens pathways for
genuine transformation.

---

By integrating thoughtful theology with practical ethics, Stanley Hauerwas’s work continues to
inspire those who seek to live out their Christian faith authentically within democratic societies. His
focus on the “radical ordinary” reminds us that profound change often begins not with grand
gestures but with faithful, everyday living — a lesson that resonates deeply in our complex and ever-
changing world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Stanley Hauerwas and what is his significance in
discussions about Christianity and democracy?
Stanley Hauerwas is a prominent American theologian known for his work on Christian ethics,
particularly his critique of liberal democracy and his emphasis on the church as a distinct
community. He argues that Christian faith should challenge the assumptions of modern political
systems rather than conform to them.

What does Stanley Hauerwas mean by the term 'radical
ordinary' in the context of Christianity?
The term 'radical ordinary' in Hauerwas's work refers to the idea that the Christian life is both
deeply rooted in everyday practices and radically different from secular norms. It emphasizes living
out Christian virtues in ordinary life, which in itself is a form of resistance to dominant cultural and
political narratives.

How does Hauerwas critique modern democracy from a
Christian ethical perspective?
Hauerwas critiques modern democracy by arguing that it often prioritizes individual autonomy and
secular values over communal responsibility and Christian virtues. He contends that democracy
should be informed by the church's moral vision, which challenges the underlying assumptions of
liberal individualism.

In what ways does Hauerwas suggest Christianity can



influence democratic society?
Hauerwas suggests that Christianity can influence democratic society by providing a counter-
narrative that emphasizes community, virtue ethics, and the common good. He believes the church's
witness should inspire democratic citizens to prioritize justice, peace, and reconciliation rather than
mere political expediency.

How does the concept of 'the radical ordinary' relate to
political engagement according to Stanley Hauerwas?
According to Hauerwas, 'the radical ordinary' means that political engagement should stem from the
everyday practices and commitments of Christian communities. Rather than seeking power or
political dominance, Christians should embody alternative ways of living that exemplify justice and
peace, thereby influencing society indirectly.

What are some critiques of Hauerwas's views on Christianity
and democracy?
Critiques of Hauerwas's views often focus on his skepticism toward liberal democracy and his
emphasis on the church's distinctiveness, which some argue may lead to political disengagement or
sectarianism. Others contend that his approach underestimates the pluralistic nature of modern
societies and the need for Christians to actively participate in democratic processes.

Additional Resources
Christianity, Democracy, and the Radical Ordinary: Stanley Hauerwas Explored

christianity democracy and the radical ordinary stanley hauerwas represent a complex
intersection of theology, political philosophy, and ethical reflection. Stanley Hauerwas, a prominent
American theologian and ethicist, has been influential in shaping contemporary discourse around the
role of Christian ethics within democratic societies. His notion of “the radical ordinary” challenges
conventional understandings of both Christian witness and democratic engagement, proposing a
vision that emphasizes the transformative power of Christian community over political ideology.

This article delves into Hauerwas’s insights and their implications for the ongoing dialogue between
Christianity and democracy, highlighting how his radical ordinary approach invites critical
reconsideration of the relationship between faith, politics, and public life.

The Radical Ordinary: A Theological Framework

Stanley Hauerwas’s concept of the “radical ordinary” is central to understanding his critique of
modernity and liberal democracy. Unlike grandiose or revolutionary visions of societal change,
Hauerwas emphasizes the significance of everyday practices within Christian communities. The
“ordinary” refers to the routine, often overlooked aspects of Christian life—worship, communal
formation, and ethical discipleship—that, when faithfully lived, constitute a radical alternative to
secular norms.



His approach resists the tendency to reduce Christianity to a set of political principles or to subsume
it under the dominant democratic consensus. Instead, Hauerwas argues that the church’s primary
task is to nurture a distinct community shaped by the narrative of Christ, which in turn provides a
witness to the broader society. This theological vision contests the assumption that democracy and
Christianity naturally align in terms of values and objectives.

Christianity and Democracy: Tensions and Possibilities

The relationship between Christianity and democracy has been a subject of debate for centuries,
often framed around compatibility or conflict. Hauerwas’s work complicates this binary by
suggesting that authentic Christian witness might resist certain democratic values, especially those
emphasizing individual autonomy and pluralism detached from communal identity.

In liberal democracies, political life is typically oriented around individual rights, secular
governance, and procedural fairness. Hauerwas acknowledges these features but warns against
uncritically adopting them as Christian virtues. Instead, he proposes that Christian ethics prioritize
communal responsibility and narrative identity, which may at times run counter to the atomizing
tendencies of democratic societies.

This stance has sparked both praise and criticism. Supporters argue that Hauerwas offers a
necessary corrective to the depoliticization of Christian ethics, insisting on a robust public witness
grounded in ecclesial practices. Critics contend that his approach risks insularity or disengagement
from democratic processes, potentially undermining efforts toward social justice and political
reform.

Stanley Hauerwas’s Critique of Liberalism and
Secularism

A significant portion of Hauerwas’s scholarship targets liberalism’s assumptions about neutrality
and individualism. He critiques the secular state’s claim to impartiality, suggesting that it often
marginalizes religious communities by relegating them to the private sphere. For Hauerwas, this
privatization diminishes the church’s capacity to shape public morality and discourse.

Moreover, his critique extends to the liberal ideal of the autonomous self, which he argues is
incompatible with the Christian understanding of personhood as inherently relational and defined by
communal belonging. Through this lens, democracy’s emphasis on personal freedom can appear as a
threat to the formation of virtue and moral character within the church.

Hauerwas’s alternative is a vision of politics that embraces particularity and narrative coherence,
where communities are formed not merely by legal contracts but by shared stories and practices.
This challenges the dominant democratic model but also opens space for imagining new forms of
political engagement rooted in faith commitments.



Implications for Christian Political Engagement

The radical ordinary invites Christians to reconsider how they participate in democratic societies.
Rather than seeking power through political institutions or lobbying for specific policies, Hauerwas
encourages a focus on embodying Christian virtues in everyday life. This involves:

Prioritizing community formation: Strengthening the church as a distinct social body that
nurtures discipleship.

Resisting assimilation: Avoiding the temptation to conform Christianity to prevailing
cultural or political trends.

Witness through practice: Demonstrating an alternative way of life that critiques and
transcends secular values.

Engaging politics critically: Participating in democratic processes without reducing faith to
partisan agendas.

This approach has practical ramifications. It suggests that Christians should be cautious about
conflating their faith with national identity or political ideology. Instead, their political involvement
should be shaped by the narrative and ethical demands of their religious tradition.

Comparative Perspectives: Hauerwas and Other
Theologians on Democracy

To better appreciate Hauerwas’s contributions, it is useful to compare his views with other
influential theological voices engaging democracy. For instance, John Rawls, though not a
theologian, has been influential in shaping political liberalism, advocating for a public reason that
remains neutral regarding comprehensive doctrines, including religion. In contrast, Hauerwas
rejects the possibility of such neutrality, insisting that all political communities are shaped by
particular narratives and values.

On the other hand, thinkers like Reinhold Niebuhr embraced a more pragmatic approach to
Christian engagement with democratic politics, accepting compromise and imperfect justice as
necessary realities. Hauerwas critiques this realism for sacrificing the distinctive witness of the
church.

Additionally, contemporary theologians such as Miroslav Volf and Oliver O’Donovan engage with
democracy from perspectives that emphasize reconciliation and natural law, respectively. While
sharing some concerns about liberalism’s limits, they often maintain a more optimistic view of the
compatibility between Christian ethics and democratic governance than Hauerwas.



Potential Challenges and Critiques of the Radical Ordinary

Despite its strengths, the radical ordinary approach faces several challenges:

Risk of political disengagement: Critics argue that focusing primarily on ecclesial practices1.
may lead to withdrawal from pressing social and political issues.

Insularity: Emphasizing distinctiveness could foster sectarianism or reduce opportunities for2.
interfaith and intercultural dialogue.

Applicability in pluralistic societies: The model may struggle to address the complexities of3.
religious diversity and democratic pluralism.

These critiques highlight the delicate balance Hauerwas seeks between maintaining Christian
distinctiveness and participating meaningfully in democratic life.

Contemporary Relevance of Hauerwas’s Thought

In an era marked by political polarization and cultural fragmentation, Stanley Hauerwas’s reflections
on Christianity, democracy, and the radical ordinary remain highly relevant. As societies grapple
with questions about the role of religion in public life, his insistence on the formative power of
Christian communities offers a counterpoint to both secularist marginalization and politicized
Christianity.

His work encourages ongoing dialogue about how faith traditions can contribute to democratic
discourse without losing their unique identity or becoming mere extensions of political ideology. For
scholars, religious leaders, and engaged citizens, Hauerwas’s radical ordinary challenges the
prevailing assumptions about public engagement and invites a reconsideration of what it means to
be a Christian in a democratic context.

By focusing on communal practices and narrative identity, Hauerwas provides a framework that is
both deeply rooted in Christian theology and critically aware of the political realities of modern
democracy. This nuanced perspective continues to influence debates around religious ethics,
political participation, and the future of democratic societies worldwide.

Christianity Democracy And The Radical Ordinary Stanley
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  christianity democracy and the radical ordinary stanley hauerwas: "Christianity,
Democracy, and the Radical Ordinary" Romand Coles, Stanley Hauerwas, 2010-02-25 These
essays reflect possibilities and practices of radical democracy and radical ecclesia that take form in
the textures of relational care for the radical ordinary. Hauerwas and Coels point out political and
theological imaginations beyond the political formations, which seems to be the declination and the
production of death. The authors call us to a revolutionary politics of 'wild patience' that seeks
transformation through attentive practices of listening, relationship-building, and a careful tending
to places, common goods, and diverse possibilities for flourishing.
  christianity democracy and the radical ordinary stanley hauerwas: Interrupting the
Church's Flow Al Barrett, 2020-10-30 How can we develop and embody an ecclesiology, in contexts
of urban marginality, that is radically receptive to the gifts and challenges of the agency of our
non-Christian neighbours? Drawing on resources from political theologies, and in particular
conversation with Graham Ward and Romand Coles, this book challenges our lazy understanding of
receptivity, digging deep to uncover a rich theological seam which has the potential to radically alter
how theologians think about what we draw from urban places. It offers a game changing liberative
theology rooted not in the global south but from a position of self-critical privilege.
  christianity democracy and the radical ordinary stanley hauerwas: Karl Barth and
American Evangelicalism Bruce L. McCormack, Clifford B. Anderson, 2011-08-17 Papers
presented at a conference held June 22-24, 2007 in Princeton, N.J.
  christianity democracy and the radical ordinary stanley hauerwas: Transcending Subjects
Geoffrey Holsclaw, 2016-04-18 Transcending Subjects: Augustine, Hegel and Theology engages the
seminal figures of Hegel and Augustine around the theme of subjectivity, with consideration toward
the theology and politics of freedom.
  christianity democracy and the radical ordinary stanley hauerwas: Christianity and
Politics C. C. Pecknold, 2010-08-06 It is not simply for rhetorical flourish that politicians so regularly
invoke God's blessings on the country. It is because the relatively new form of power we call the
nation-state arose out of a Western political imagination steeped in Christianity. In this brief guide to
the history of Christianity and politics, Pecknold shows how early Christianity reshaped the Western
political imagination with its new theological claims about eschatological time, participation, and
communion with God and neighbor. The ancient view of the Church as the mystical body of Christ is
singled out in particular as the author traces shifts in its use and meaning throughout the early,
medieval, and modern periods-shifts in how we understand the nature of the person, community and
the moral conscience that would give birth to a new relationship between Christianity and politics.
While we have many accounts of this narrative from either political or ecclesiastical history, we have
few that avoid the artificial separation of the two. This book fills that gap and presents a readable,
concise, and thought-provoking introduction to what is at stake in the contentious relationship
between Christianity and politics.
  christianity democracy and the radical ordinary stanley hauerwas: Ethics That Matters
James Samuel Logan, Marcia Y Riggs, 2010-06-01 In light of globalization, ongoing issues of race,
gender, and class, and the rapidly changing roles of institutions, this volume asserts that Christian
social ethics must be reframed completely. Three questions are at the heart of this vital inquiry: How
can moral community flourish in a global context? What kinds of leadership do we need to nurture
global moral community? How shall we construe social institutions and social movements for change
in the twenty-first century?
  christianity democracy and the radical ordinary stanley hauerwas: Rorty and the
Religious Jacob L. Goodson, Brad Elliott Stone, 2012-08-14 Prior to his death in 2007, the
self-described secular philosopher Richard Rorty began to modify his previous position concerning
religion. Moving from atheism to anti-clericalism, Rorty challenges the metaphysical assumptions
that lend justification to abuses of power in the name of religion. Instead of dismissing and ignoring
Rorty's challenge, the essays in this volume seek to enter into meaningful conversation with Rorty's



thought and engage his criticisms in a constructive and serious way. In so doing, one finds promising
nuggets within Rorty's thought for addressing particular questions within Christianity. The essays in
this volume offer charitable yet fully confessional engagements with an impressive secular thinker.
Contributors to this Volume: Stanley Hauerwas Eric Hall Barry Harvey D. Stephen Long Charles
Marsh David O'Hara Jason Springs Donald G. Wester Keith Starkenburg Roger Ward
  christianity democracy and the radical ordinary stanley hauerwas: The Power of
Memory in Democratic Politics Philip J. Brendese, 2014 Offers an examination of ancient,
modern, and contemporary political theories and practices in order to develop a more expansive way
of conceptualizing memory, how political power influences the presence of the past, and
memory'songoing impact on democratic horizons.
  christianity democracy and the radical ordinary stanley hauerwas: The Cambridge
Companion to Christian Political Theology Craig Hovey, Elizabeth Phillips, 2015-11-20 This volume
explores contemporary Christian political theology, discussing its traditional sources, its emergence
as a discipline, and its key issues.
  christianity democracy and the radical ordinary stanley hauerwas: Lutheran Identity and
Political Theology Carl-Henric Grenholm, Goran Gunner, 2015-03-26 Lutheran tradition has in
various ways influenced attitudes to work, the economy, the state, education, and health care. One
reason that Lutheran theology has been interpreted in various ways is that it is always influenced by
surrounding social andcultural contexts. In a society where the church has lost a great deal of its
cultural impact and authority, and where there is a plurality of religious convictions, the question of
Lutheran identity has never been more urgent. However, this question is also raised in the Global
South where Lutheran churches need to find their identity in a relationship with several other
religions. Here this relationship is developed from a minority perspective. Is it possible to develop a
Lutheran political theology that gives adequate contributions to issues concerning social and
economic justice? What is the role of women in church and society around the world? Is it possible to
interpret Lutheran theology in such a way that it includes liberating perspectives? These are some of
the questions and issues discussed in this book.
  christianity democracy and the radical ordinary stanley hauerwas: Unsettling Arguments
Charles R. Pinches, Kelly S. Johnson, Charles M. Collier, 2010-07-02 Scott Bader-SayeFrederick
Christian BauerschmidtMichael Baxter Daniel M. Bell Jr.Jana Marguerite BennettMichael G.
CartwrightWilliam T. CavanaughPeter DulaChris K. HuebnerKelly S. JohnsonD. Stephen LongM.
Therese LysaughtDavid Matzko McCarthyJoel James ShumanJ. Alexander SiderJonathan TranPaul J.
WadellTheodore Walker Jr.
  christianity democracy and the radical ordinary stanley hauerwas: Contemporary
Pragmatism Mitchell Aboulafia, John R. Shook, 2008 Table of Content Contemporary Pragmatism
Volume 5 Number 1 June 2008 Catherine LEGG: Argument-Forms Which Turn Invalid Over Infinite
Domains: Physicalism as Supertask? Joseph MARGOLIS: Wittgenstein¿s Question and the Ubiquity
of Cultural Space Jay SCHULKIN: Cognitive Adaptation: Insights from a Pragmatist Perspective Jay
SCHULKIN: Cephalic Organization: Animacy and Agency Lara M. TROUT: C. S. Peirce, Antonio
Damasio, and Embodied Cognition: A Contemporary Post-Darwinian Account of Feeling and Emotion
in the `Cognition Series¿ Rita RISSER: Industry and Quiescence in the Aesthetic Appreciation of
Nature Lenart SKOF: Pragmatism and Social Ethics: An Intercultural and Phenomenological
Approach Andrew STABLES: Semiosis, Dewey and Difference: Implications for Pragmatic Philosophy
of Education Book Reviews Scott R. STROUD: Review of Cheryl Misak, ed. New Pragmatists. Jacob
GOODSON: Review of Romand Coles and Stanley Hauerwas. Christianity, Democracy, and the
Radical Ordinary: Conversations between a Radical Democrat and a Christian.
  christianity democracy and the radical ordinary stanley hauerwas: A Thicker Jesus Glen
Harold Stassen, 2012-01-01 A groundbreaking argument for recovering Jesus for Christian ethics.
  christianity democracy and the radical ordinary stanley hauerwas: Solidarity with the
World Carolyn A. Chau, 2016-11-15 Is Christian mission even possible today? In a secular age, is it
possible to talk about the goodness of God in a compelling way? How should the church proceed?



Carolyn Chau explores the question of Catholic mission in a secular age through a constructive
interpretation of the work of two celebrated Catholic thinkers, philosopher Charles Taylor and
theologian Hans Urs von Balthasar, arguing that Taylor and Balthasar together offer a promising
path for mission today. Chau attends to Taylor's account of the conditions of belief today, and the
genesis of the sociohistorical limits on contemporary God-talk, as well as his affirmation of certain
aspects of Western modernity's culture. From Balthasar, Chau sifts out the distinctiveness of his
view of the human person as defined by mission, and his encouragement of a kenotic
self-understanding of the church. In the end, Chau claims that if modern persons in secular Western
societies are seeking fulfillment and integrity, Christian spirituality remains a rich resource on offer.
  christianity democracy and the radical ordinary stanley hauerwas: Divine Abundance
Elizabeth Newman, 2018-08-14 It’s time to say a good word for the ten o’clock scholar. The recovery
of a flourishing academic culture—which is not the same as being a major research center—lies in
the recovery of leisure. The heart of this practice is contemplation and Divine worship. It names,
furthermore, our lives as being in communion with others, the cosmos, and, ultimately with God.
True leisure reconfigures our compartmentalized space and distorted time, allowing us to
experience Divine abundance that opens a path to the true restoration of the life of the mind.
  christianity democracy and the radical ordinary stanley hauerwas: Beyond Cutting Edge?
Paul C. Heidebrecht, 2014-03-10 A quick scan of any newsstand is enough to confirm the widespread
preoccupation with technological change. As a myriad of articles and advertisements demonstrate,
not only are we preoccupied with technology, but we are bombarded with numerous reminders that
the cutting edge is in constant motion. Most often the underlying assumption of Christians is that we
have no choice but to find ways to cope with the latest and greatest. Indeed, it is often assumed that
the church has no choice but to find ways to cope with its new technological context. This book does
not make the same assumptions. Building on the work of Mennonite theologian John Howard Yoder,
it argues that the practices of the church make it possible for Christians to conscientiously engage
technology. This happens when we recognize that marks of the church such as patience,
vulnerability, and servanthood can put technological ideals such as speed, control, and efficiency in
their proper place. In the course of grappling with three examples of morally formative
technologies--automobiles, genetically modified food, and the Internet--this book goes beyond
Yoder's thought by emphasizing that the church also plays a crucial role in our moral formation.
  christianity democracy and the radical ordinary stanley hauerwas: In Search of
Goodness Ruth W. Grant, 2011-04-15 Everyone wants to think of themselves as good. But what does
a good life look like? And how do people become good? Are there multiple, competing possibilities
for what counts as a good life, all equally worthy? Or, is there a unified idea of the good that should
guide our judgment of the possibilities? This book answers these questions.
  christianity democracy and the radical ordinary stanley hauerwas: Ready or Not Drew
Moser, Jess Fankhauser, 2018 Ready or Not is written primarily for Christian twentysomethings who
want to grow in their understanding of what comprises a good and faithful life. Additionally, it
provides twentysomethings with a much-needed resource on exploring the complexity of vocation in
empowering, not prescriptive, ways. Afterexploring four foundational questions for
  christianity democracy and the radical ordinary stanley hauerwas: Human Sexuality and
the Nuptial Mystery Roy R. Jeal, 2010-03-08 This collection of essays was originally presented at
the St. Margaret's Consultation on Doctrine, Liturgy, and Preaching held at St. Margaret's Anglican
Church in Winnipeg, Canada in 2008. They consider human sexuality and marriage from a distinctly
theological rather than polemical standpoint, aiming to avoid frequently polarized debates. The
interesting commonality indicated in the articles is that sex and marriage are not about
self-fulfillment, but are outwardly directed, aimed toward the other person, toward growth, maturity,
and deepened spirituality, for the benefit of the church, for productive good, and for children. The
first section explores theological and ethical issues surrounding human sexuality and aims toward
understanding the nature of relationships in these contexts. The second section explores the
spiritual nature of marriage and the history of thinking on marriage and family within Christian



theology. For those interested in pursuing truly theological engagement with marriage and
sexuality, this collection is required reading.
  christianity democracy and the radical ordinary stanley hauerwas: Integral Pluralism
Fred Dallmayr, 2010-03-26 In addition to war, terrorism, and unchecked military violence, modernity
is also subject to less visible but no less venomous conflicts. Global in nature, these “culture wars”
exacerbate the tensions between tradition and innovation, virtue and freedom. Internationally
acclaimed scholar Fred Dallmayr charts a course beyond these persistent but curable dichotomies in
Integral Pluralism: Beyond Culture Wars. Consulting diverse fields such as philosophy, literature,
political science, and religious studies, Dallmayr equates modern history with a process of steady
pluralization. This process, which Dallmayr calls “integral pluralism,” requires new connections and
creates ethical responsibilities. Dallmayr critically compares integral pluralism against the theories
of Carl Schmitt, the Religious Right, international “realism,” and so-called political Islam. Drawing
on the works of James, Heidegger, Gadamer, and Merleau-Ponty, Integral Pluralism offers
sophisticated and carefully researched solutions for the conflicts of the modern world.
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