dennis potter blue remembered hills

Dennis Potter Blue Remembered Hills: A Timeless Exploration of Childhood and Memory

dennis potter blue remembered hills stands as one of the most poignant and
memorable works in British television drama. This one-act television play, written by the
acclaimed playwright Dennis Potter, delves into the complex world of childhood, memory,
and the often overlooked darkness that can exist beneath the surface of seemingly
innocent experiences. First broadcast in 1979, Blue Remembered Hills continues to
captivate audiences with its unique storytelling approach and thought-provoking themes.
In this article, we’ll explore the significance of Dennis Potter’s masterpiece, its innovative
production choices, and why it remains relevant in discussions about memory, identity,
and the human condition.

The Genesis of Dennis Potter Blue Remembered
Hills

Dennis Potter, known for his groundbreaking work in television drama, had a distinct
talent for exploring the blurred lines between reality and imagination. Blue Remembered
Hills originated from Potter’s fascination with the way memory shapes our understanding
of the past. Inspired by A.E. Housman’s poem “To an Athlete Dying Young,” the play
captures a snapshot of childhood in rural England during World War II. Potter’s script
deftly captures the innocence, cruelty, and complexities of children’s interactions,
revealing that beneath their playfulness lies a reflection of adult behaviors and societal
tensions.

Unique Casting: Adults Playing Children

One of the most striking and innovative aspects of Blue Remembered Hills is Potter’s
decision to cast adult actors to portray seven-year-old children. This unusual choice
creates a surreal and unsettling effect, encouraging viewers to reflect on the nature of
childhood and memory. Rather than presenting children as purely innocent, the adult
actors emphasize the emotional depth and sometimes harsh realities that children
experience. This casting choice challenges traditional narratives and allows the audience
to engage with the characters on multiple levels, recognizing how childhood memories
often carry the weight of adult understanding.

Themes and Symbolism in Blue Remembered
Hills

Dennis Potter’s Blue Remembered Hills is rich with themes that resonate deeply with
viewers, many of which continue to be relevant today. The play is a meditation on the



passage of time, the reliability of memory, and the duality of human nature.

The Complexity of Childhood

At its core, Blue Remembered Hills confronts the myth of childhood innocence. While the
setting is idyllic and the children’s games appear lighthearted, the interactions reveal
jealousy, cruelty, and rivalry. Potter suggests that children are not immune to the flaws
and darker impulses that define human behavior, challenging the nostalgic idealization of
youth. This portrayal prompts the audience to reconsider how childhood experiences
shape adult identities and emotional landscapes.

Memory and Nostalgia

Memory plays a central role in the narrative structure of Blue Remembered Hills. The play
is essentially a recollection of a single summer day, filtered through the lens of adult
reflection. Potter’s writing highlights how memories can be selective and subjective, often
romanticizing or distorting the past. The title itself, borrowed from Housman’s poem,
evokes a bittersweet longing for a time that is irretrievably lost. This exploration resonates
with anyone who has grappled with the ways in which their own memories influence their
present sense of self.

Production and Direction: Bringing Blue
Remembered Hills to Life

The success of Dennis Potter’s Blue Remembered Hills owes much to its innovative
production and the vision of director Adrian Shergold. The collaboration between writer
and director ensured that the play’s themes were conveyed with subtlety and emotional
impact.

Visual Style and Setting

Set against the backdrop of the English countryside, the play’s visual aesthetic emphasizes
the contrast between the pastoral beauty and the undercurrents of tension among the
children. The use of natural lighting and simple, authentic costumes helps to ground the
story in a recognizable reality, while the adult actors’ performances introduce an element
of theatricality and abstraction. This blend creates a timeless atmosphere that invites
viewers to reflect on their own childhood memories.

Performance Highlights



The cast’s ability to embody the innocence and complexity of childhood is crucial to the
play’s emotional resonance. Notable performances by actors such as John Bird and
Michael Gough bring depth and nuance to their roles, capturing the fleeting moments of
joy, fear, and cruelty that define the narrative. Their portrayals demonstrate Potter’s skill
in writing characters that are both specific to a time and place and universally relatable.

The Enduring Impact of Dennis Potter Blue
Remembered Hills

Decades after its original broadcast, Blue Remembered Hills remains an essential work in
the canon of British television drama. Its exploration of childhood memory, identity, and
the human psyche continues to inspire new generations of writers, directors, and actors.

Influence on Television and Theatre

Dennis Potter’s innovative storytelling techniques, including the use of adult actors as
children and the blending of memory with present experience, have influenced numerous
television dramas and stage productions. Blue Remembered Hills is often studied in
academic settings for its narrative structure and thematic richness. It serves as a
benchmark for how television can tackle complex psychological and social issues within a
concise and impactful format.

Relevance in Contemporary Discussions

In today’s world, where conversations about childhood trauma, memory, and identity are
increasingly prominent, Blue Remembered Hills offers valuable insights. Its nuanced
portrayal of the darker aspects of childhood encourages empathetic understanding and
challenges simplistic narratives about youth. The play’s message about the lasting
influence of early experiences remains profoundly relevant in psychology, education, and
social work.

Where to Watch and Appreciate Blue
Remembered Hills

For those interested in experiencing Dennis Potter’s Blue Remembered Hills, there are
several ways to access this seminal work. It has been released on DVD and is occasionally
featured in retrospectives of British television drama. Additionally, some streaming
platforms specializing in classic British TV may offer the play as part of their catalog.
Watching Blue Remembered Hills with an awareness of its historical context and thematic
depth can greatly enhance appreciation of Potter’s artistry.



Tips for Viewing

e Pay close attention to the dialogue and interactions, as much of the emotional weight
is conveyed through subtle exchanges.

e Consider the significance of the adult actors playing children and how this affects
your perception of the characters.

e Reflect on your own memories of childhood and how they might align or contrast
with the portrayal in the play.

Dennis Potter’s Blue Remembered Hills remains a powerful and evocative exploration of
childhood and memory, inviting viewers to reconsider the innocence of youth and the
complexities that lie beneath the surface of our earliest experiences. Its lasting impact on
television drama and its continued relevance make it a must-watch for anyone interested
in the intersection of art, psychology, and social commentary.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Blue Remembered Hills' by Dennis Potter
about?

'Blue Remembered Hills' is a television play written by Dennis Potter that depicts the lives
of a group of seven-year-old children during World War II, exploring themes of innocence,
cruelty, and the loss of childhood.

When was 'Blue Remembered Hills' first broadcast?

'Blue Remembered Hills' was first broadcast on BBC television in 1979.

What is unique about the casting in '‘Blue Remembered
Hills'?

The play features adult actors portraying seven-year-old children, which is a distinctive
choice that emphasizes the psychological and thematic depth of the story.

What themes does Dennis Potter explore in '‘Blue
Remembered Hills'?

Dennis Potter explores themes such as childhood innocence, cruelty, friendship, and the
impact of war on everyday life.



Where is 'Blue Remembered Hills' set?

The play is set in the English countryside during World War 1II, capturing a rural village
atmosphere.

How does 'Blue Remembered Hills' reflect Dennis
Potter’s writing style?

'‘Blue Remembered Hills' showcases Potter’s innovative storytelling, blending nostalgia
with darker undertones and using symbolic and poetic language.

Has 'Blue Remembered Hills' won any awards?

Yes, 'Blue Remembered Hills' received critical acclaim and won the BAFTA TV Award for
Best Single Play in 1980.

Why are adult actors used to play children in 'Blue
Remembered Hills'?

Using adult actors to play children creates a surreal and unsettling effect, highlighting the
complexities and darker aspects of childhood behavior.

Is 'Blue Remembered Hills' available for streaming or
purchase?

Yes, 'Blue Remembered Hills' has been released on DVD and may be available on certain
streaming platforms specializing in classic British television.

What is the significance of the title 'Blue Remembered
Hills'?

The title is taken from a poem by A.E. Housman, symbolizing nostalgia and the bittersweet
memories of childhood and the English countryside.

Additional Resources
Dennis Potter Blue Remembered Hills: A Profound Exploration of Memory and Childhood

dennis potter blue remembered hills stands as one of the most compelling pieces in
British television drama, illustrating the playwright’s unique ability to blend nostalgia with
darker undercurrents of human nature. Written by Dennis Potter and first broadcast in
1979, this one-act television play remains a poignant exploration of childhood innocence
and cruelty, set against the backdrop of the English countryside during World War II. Its
innovative casting—where adults play the roles of children—distinguishes it as a notable
work in Potter’s oeuvre and television history.



In-Depth Analysis of Dennis Potter Blue
Remembered Hills

At the heart of Dennis Potter’s Blue Remembered Hills lies a sophisticated examination of
memory and perception. The title itself evokes a line from A.E. Housman’s poem “Into My
Heart an Air That Kills,” signaling a wistful reflection on the past. Potter’s play delves into
the complexities of childhood, a time often romanticized, yet here presented with
unflinching realism. By employing adult actors to portray children, the play underscores
the idea that childhood experiences are not merely innocent or simplistic but are laden
with emotions and behaviors that foreshadow adult complexities.

The narrative unfolds over a single day in 1943, focusing on a group of seven-year-old
children enjoying a summer afternoon. While the setting and activities appear idyllic, the
interactions reveal undercurrents of jealousy, bullying, and cruelty. This juxtaposition of
innocence and brutality invites viewers to reconsider nostalgic views of childhood,
emphasizing how early experiences shape identity and social dynamics.

Innovative Casting and Its Impact

One of the most striking features of Dennis Potter blue remembered hills is the decision to
cast adult actors in the roles of children. This unconventional choice challenges traditional
representations of youth in drama and television. The adults’ mature voices and physical
presence contrast sharply with their childlike costumes and mannerisms, creating a
dissonance that forces the audience to engage critically with the subject matter.

This casting technique also highlights the performative nature of childhood itself—how
children navigate social roles and expectations. The adults’ portrayal adds depth to the
characters, suggesting that the seeds of adult behavior and emotional patterns are evident
even in early childhood. This approach fosters a deeper understanding of how innocence
can coexist with darker impulses.

Thematic Elements and Social Commentary

Blue Remembered Hills is rich with thematic complexity. Beyond its exploration of
childhood, it serves as a commentary on memory, war, and social class. The setting during
World War II is not merely historical context but subtly influences the characters’
interactions. The looming presence of war contrasts with the children’s seemingly carefree
world, underscoring the fragility of innocence in times of conflict.

Potter also scrutinizes social dynamics and power structures. The children’s interactions
reflect hierarchies and rivalries, mirroring adult society’s divisions. Issues such as bullying
and exclusion emerge, illustrating how societal behaviors are ingrained from a young age.
This critical lens prompts viewers to reflect on the formative impact of social
environments.



Comparisons with Other Works by Dennis Potter

Dennis Potter’s blue remembered hills is often compared with his other notable works
such as “The Singing Detective” and “Pennies from Heaven,” both of which also explore
memory, identity, and the interplay between fantasy and reality. However, Blue
Remembered Hills is distinct in its minimalist setting and focus on a single day, offering a
concentrated meditation on childhood.

Unlike Potter’s more elaborate narrative structures and use of musical interludes in his
later works, Blue Remembered Hills relies heavily on dialogue and performance subtlety.
This streamlined approach amplifies the emotional impact and invites viewers to focus
intently on character dynamics and thematic resonance.

Reception and Legacy

Upon its release, blue remembered hills received critical acclaim for its originality and
emotional depth. It won the British Academy Television Award (BAFTA) for Best Single
Play in 1980, cementing its status as a landmark production. Critics praised Potter’s script
and the powerful performances of the adult cast, noting how the play challenged
conventional storytelling techniques.

Over the decades, the play has maintained its relevance, frequently studied in academic
circles and revived in stage adaptations. Its enduring appeal lies in its universal themes of

memory, childhood, and the loss of innocence, which continue to resonate with
contemporary audiences.

Key Features and Elements of Blue Remembered
Hills

e Setting: Rural English countryside during World War II, providing a nostalgic yet
tense backdrop.

e Cast: Adult actors portraying children, creating a unique viewing experience.
e Duration: Approximately 50 minutes, a concise and tightly written one-act play.

e Dialogue: Naturalistic and evocative, emphasizing character psychology and social
tension.

e Themes: Childhood innocence vs. cruelty, memory, social hierarchy, and the impact
of war.



Pros and Cons in the Context of Television Drama

1. Pros:

[¢]

Innovative casting that challenges viewer perceptions.

[¢]

Strong script that balances poetic nostalgia with harsh realism.

[¢]

Compact runtime that delivers a powerful emotional punch.

[¢]

Timeless themes that encourage reflection on human nature.

2. Cons:
o The casting choice may be unsettling or confusing for some viewers initially.

o The minimalistic setting might feel sparse compared to more elaborate
productions.

o Its slow pacing and focus on dialogue might not appeal to audiences
accustomed to fast-paced narratives.

Dennis Potter’s blue remembered hills remains a testament to his skill as a dramatist who
could provoke deep emotional and intellectual responses within a brief format. Its
exploration of childhood through the lens of adult performers offers a unique insight into
the complexities of growing up, memory, and the interplay between innocence and
experience. As television drama continues to evolve, the play’s innovative techniques and
enduring themes secure its place as a touchstone in British cultural history.

Dennis Potter Blue Remembered Hills
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limitations of a constantly evolving medium.Blue Remembered Hills: 'The novelty is that the leading
characters, a group of seven-year-old children, are played by adult actors. It is a brilliant device,
employed not as a gimmick but to suggest that youthful behaviour is carried over into the grown-up
world . . . Blue Remembered Hills won the BAFTA Award for Best Play in 1979 and is a landmark in
television drama.' The Times

dennis potter blue remembered hills: Blue remembered hills Dennis Potter, 1989

dennis potter blue remembered hills: Blue Remembered Hills, by Dennis Potter
[theatre Program] , 2000 Theatre program.

dennis potter blue remembered hills: Dennis Potter John R. Cook, 1998 Anthology of key
extracts, in Italian - both literary and non-literary.. Introduction and notes in English.. Contains
material which would mesh well with various standard set texts, such as Pavese, Bittorini, Calvino,
Vigano.. A unique selection - no competing Italian edition.

dennis potter blue remembered hills: A Student's Guide to AS Drama and Theatre Studies for
the Edexcel Specification Nigel Williams, Marcus Harvey, 2004-09

dennis potter blue remembered hills: Remembering Dennis Potter Through Fans, Extras and
Archives ]. Garde-Hansen, H. Grist, 2014-04-29 An accessible case study of television heritage,
Remembering Dennis Potter Through Fans, Extras and Archive draws on the memories of fans and
extras of Potter's productions. In providing insight into issues of visibility, memory and television
production, it fulfils a vital need for better understanding of television production history as
heritage.

dennis potter blue remembered hills: Blue Remembered Hills , 2009

dennis potter blue remembered hills: Blue Remembered Hills Dennis Potter, 1992

dennis potter blue remembered hills: Blue Remembered Hills Dennis Potter, 1984 A
simple tale of the activities of seven West-Country seven-year-olds on a summer afternoon during the
Second World War set in a wood, a field and a barn.

dennis potter blue remembered hills: The Blood on Satan's Claw David Evans-Powell,
2021-02-28 Widely regarded as one of the foundational 'Unholy Trinity' of folk horror film, The Blood
on Satan's Claw (1971) has been comparatively over-shadowed, if not maligned, when compared to
Witchfinder General (1968) and The Wicker Man (1973). While those horror bedfellows are now
accepted as classics of British cinema, Piers Haggard's film remains undervalued, ironically so, given
that it was Haggard who coined the term 'folk horror' in relation to his film. In this Devil's Advocate,
David Evans-Powell explores the place of the film in the wider context of the folk horror sub-genre;
its use of a seventeenth-century setting (which it shares with contemporaries such as Witchfinder
General and Cry of the Banshee) in contrast to the generic nineteenth-century locales of Hammer;
the influences of contemporary counter-culture and youth movement on the film; the importance of
localism and landscape; and the film as an expression of a wider contemporary crisis in English
identity (which can also be perceived in Witchfinder General, and in contemporary TV serials such as
Penda's Fen).

dennis potter blue remembered hills: Dennis Potter: Between Two Worlds Glen Creeber,
1998-05-20 Dennis Potter is the most well-known, respected and controversial television dramatist
Britain has ever produced. Plays and serials such as The Singing Detective and Pennies From
Heaven received huge critical acclaim whilst always attracting audiences in their millions. This book
will critically analyse both the strengths and the weaknesses of Potter's oeuvre, whilst investigating
his status as both an 'author' and a 'celebrity'. Re-examining the drama, it foregrounds its
ambiguities and contradictions, whilst clarifying the complex mixture of themes, styles and
techniques that produced its distinctive and often provocative appeal.

dennis potter blue remembered hills: Edinburgh Companion to Twentieth-Century British
and American War Literature Adam Piette, 2012-03-07 The first reference book to deal so fully and
incisively with the cultural representations of war in 20th-century English and US literature and
film. The volume covers the two World Wars as well as specific conflicts that generated literary and
imaginativ



dennis potter blue remembered hills: Set Free Childhood Martin Large, 2003 Children watch
TV and use computers for five hours daily on average. But electronic media demands conflict with
the needs of children. The result? Record levels of learning difficulties, obesity, eating disorders,
sleep problems, language delay, aggressive behaviour, anxiety - and children on fast forward. Set
Free Childhood shows how to counter screen culture and create a calmer, more enjoyable family life.

dennis potter blue remembered hills: Key Concepts in Theatre/Drama Education S.
Schonmann, 2011-07-22 Key Concepts in Theatre Drama Education provides the first comprehensive
survey of contemporary research trends in theatre/drama education. It is an intriguing rainbow of
thought, celebrating a journey across three fields of scholarship: theatre, education and modes of
knowing. Hitherto no other collection of key concepts has been published in theatre /drama
education. Fifty seven entries, written by sixty scholars from across the world aim to convey the
zeitgeist of the field. The book’s key innovation lies in its method of writing, through collaborative
networking, an open peer-review process, and meaning-making involving all contributors. Within the
framework of key-concept entries, readers will find valuable judgments and the viewpoints of
researchers from North and South America, Europe, Asia, Africa, New Zealand and Australia. The
volume clearly shows that drama/theatre educators and researchers have created a language, with
its own grammar and lucid syntax. The concepts outlined convey the current knowledge of scholars,
highlighting what they consider significant. Entries cover interdependent topics on teaching and
learning, aesthetics and ethics, curricula and history, culture and community, various populations
and their needs, theatre for young people, digital technology, narrative and pedagogy, research
methods, Shakespeare and Brecht, other various modes of theatre and the education of theatre
teachers. It aims to serve as the standard reference book for theatre/drama education researchers,
policymakers, practitioners and students around the world. A basic companion for researchers,
students, and teachers, this sourcebook outlines the key concepts that make the field prominent in
the sphere of Arts Education.

dennis potter blue remembered hills: Drama, Disability and Education Andy Kempe, 2013
What can society learn about disability through the way it is portrayed in TV, films and plays? This
insightful and accessible text explores and analyses the way disability is portrayed in drama, and
how that portrayal may be interpreted by young audiences. Investigating how disabilities have been
represented on stage in the past, this book discusses what may be inferred from plays which feature
disabled characters through a variety of critical approaches. In addition to the theoretical analysis of
disability in dramatic literature, the book includes two previously unpublished playscripts, both of
which have been performed by secondary school aged students and which focus on issues of
disability and its effects on others. The contextual notes and discussion which accompany these
plays and projects provide insights into how drama can contribute to disability education, and how it
can give a voice to students who have special educational needs themselves. Other features of this
wide-ranging text include: an annotated chronology that traces the history of plays that have
featured disabled characters an analysis of how disability is used as a dramatic metaphor
consideration of the ethics of dramatising a disabled character critical accounts of units of work in
mainstream school seeking to raise disability awareness through engagement with practical drama
and dramatic texts a description and evaluation of a drama project in a special school. In tackling
questions and issues that have not, hitherto, been well covered, Drama, Disability and Education will
be of enormous interest to drama students, teachers, researchers and pedagogues who work with
disabled people or are concerned with raising awareness and understanding of disability.

dennis potter blue remembered hills: Edinburgh's Festivals David Pollock, 2023-08-04 In
August 1947, an émigré Austrian opera impresario launched the Edinburgh International Festival of
Music and Drama to heal the scars of the Second World War through a celebration of the arts. At the
same time, a socialist theatre group from Glasgow and other amateur companies protested their
exclusion from the festival by performing anyway, inventing the concept of 'fringe' theatre. Now the
annual celebration known collectively as the Edinburgh Festival is the largest arts festival in the
world, incorporating events dedicated to theatre, film, art, literature, comedy, dance, jazz and even



military pageantry. It has launched careers - from Peter Cook and Dudley Moore in Beyond the
Fringe to Phoebe Waller-Bridge with Fleabag - mirrored the political and social mood of its times,
shaped the city of Edinburgh around it and welcomed a huge all-star cast, including Orson Welles,
Grace Kelly, Yehudi Menuhin and Mark E Smith's The Fall and many many more. This is its story.

dennis potter blue remembered hills: Screenwriting Poetics and the Screen Idea I.
MacDonald, Ian W. Macdonald, 2013-10-30 A new, original investigation into how screenwriting
works; the practices, creative 'poetics' and texts that serve the screen idea. Using a range of film,
media and creative theories, it includes new case studies on the successful ITV soap Emmerdale,
Hitchcock's first major screenwriter and David Lean's unfinished film, Nostromo.

dennis potter blue remembered hills: Rethinking Children's Spaces and Places David
Blundell, 2016-09-22 How do we understand children and young people's lives in ways that do not
rely on nostalgic romantic ideals or demonising prejudices? Can the geographical concepts of space,
place and spatiality enhance our understanding of childhood and how children experience their lives
as social actors? This book draws on a rich and growing academic literature concerned with the
spatiality of childhood and the spaces and places in which children live, learn, work, and play. It
examines changing ways of seeing space, place and environment and how these can promote
rethinking about children's lives across local and global scales. In common with other texts in the
“New Childhoods” series, it asks for a reappraisal of modernity's assumptions about childhood and
for a move towards full participation of children and young people in matters that concern us all.
Combining critical discussion of theory with examples drawn from research, Rethinking Children's
Spaces and Places offers readers a language to facilitate rethinking and catalyse active responses to
the challenges of 21st-century childhoods.

dennis potter blue remembered hills: Armchair Nation Joe Moran, 2013-08-22 But what
does your furniture point at?' asks the character Joey in the sitcom Friends on hearing an
acquaintance has no TV. It's a good question: since its beginnings during WW?2, television has
assumed a central role in our houses and our lives, just as satellite dishes and aerials have become
features of urban skylines. Television (or 'the idiot's lantern', depending on your feelings about it)
has created controversy, brought coronations and World Cups into living rooms, allowed us access
to 24hr news and media and provided a thousand conversation starters. As shows come and go in
popularity, the history of television shows us how our society has changed. Armchair Nation reveals
the fascinating, lyrical and sometimes surprising history of telly, from the first demonstration of
television by John Logie Baird (in Selfridges) to the fear and excitement that greeted its arrival in
households (some viewers worried it might control their thoughts), the controversies of Mary
Whitehouse's 'Clean Up TV' campaign and what JG Ballard thought about Big Brother. Via trips
down memory lane with Morecambe and Wise, Richard Dimbleby, David Frost, Blue Peter and
Coronation Street, you can flick between fascinating nuggets from the strange side of TV: what
happened after a chimpanzee called 'Fred J. Muggs' interrupted American footage of the Queen's
wedding, and why aliens might be tuning in to The Benny Hill Show.

dennis potter blue remembered hills: Patrick Marber's Closer Graham Saunders, 2013-06-06
Closer emerged as one of the most successful plays of the 1990s, and one with a continuing afterlife
through the academy award nominated film adaptation in 2004. Although the work of dramatists
such as Sarah Kane and Mark Ravenhill initially attracted the most critical and academic attention,
Patrick Marber's Closer had long West End and Broadway runs. The play has since gone on to repeat
this success in over 30 other countries.
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