
seven fallen feathers
Seven Fallen Feathers: Unraveling a Profound Story of Loss and Justice

seven fallen feathers is more than just a phrase—it represents a poignant and powerful
narrative that has captivated and moved many across Canada and beyond. This phrase
refers to the tragic deaths of seven Indigenous high school students in Thunder Bay,
Ontario, and the subsequent investigation and reflections on systemic racism, social
inequality, and the pursuit of justice. Understanding the story behind seven fallen feathers
opens a window into complex social issues and the resilience of communities striving for
change.

The Heart of Seven Fallen Feathers: What
Happened?

At the core of the seven fallen feathers story lies a heartbreaking reality. Between 2000
and 2011, seven Indigenous teenagers who had moved to Thunder Bay for education died
under suspicious or tragic circumstances. These young individuals, each with hopes and
dreams, were far from home, facing challenges that many students do not encounter.

The Students and Their Stories

Each of the seven fallen feathers represents a young person whose life was tragically cut
short. Their deaths raised many questions, including concerns about racism, neglect, and
systemic failures within institutions that should have protected them. By learning their
names and stories, we honor their memories and recognize the individual human lives
behind the headlines.

Context of Indigenous Education in Thunder Bay

Many Indigenous students travel from remote communities to urban centers like Thunder
Bay to pursue higher education. This journey often involves cultural dislocation, financial
hardship, and exposure to environments where systemic racism and social isolation are
prevalent. The seven fallen feathers case highlights the vulnerability of Indigenous youth
in these settings and the urgent need for support systems.

Seven Fallen Feathers: The Impact on Canadian
Society

The deaths of these seven students sparked national conversations about Indigenous



rights, systemic racism, and the treatment of Indigenous peoples in Canada.

Inquiry and Investigations

In response to public outcry and advocacy from families and Indigenous organizations, the
Ontario government launched the Thunder Bay Inquiry. This inquiry aimed to investigate
the circumstances surrounding the deaths and to provide recommendations to prevent
similar tragedies. The inquiry’s findings shed light on institutional racism, police practices,
and social determinants affecting Indigenous lives.

Raising Awareness About Systemic Racism

Seven fallen feathers became a symbol of the broader systemic issues Indigenous
communities face. Discussions expanded to include policing practices, education
inequalities, health disparities, and the ongoing legacy of colonialism. This shift towards
acknowledging systemic racism is a crucial step toward reconciliation and societal change.

The Role of Journalism: The Book “Seven Fallen
Feathers”

The phrase seven fallen feathers gained wider recognition through the acclaimed book by
journalist Tanya Talaga. Her investigative work brought depth, empathy, and clarity to the
story, making it accessible to a broader audience.

Investigative Journalism as a Catalyst for Change

Talaga’s book not only recounts the stories of the seven students but also explores the
systemic conditions contributing to their deaths. By combining personal narratives with
thorough research, the book acts as a bridge between Indigenous communities and the
wider public, fostering understanding and empathy.

Why Reading “Seven Fallen Feathers” Matters

Engaging with this book is essential for anyone interested in social justice, Indigenous
rights, or Canadian history. It provides insights into the real-life impacts of policies and
societal attitudes, encouraging readers to reflect on their roles in advocating for equity
and change.



Lessons Learned from Seven Fallen Feathers

The tragedy surrounding seven fallen feathers offers important lessons that resonate
beyond Thunder Bay.

The Importance of Cultural Sensitivity and Support

One clear takeaway is the necessity for culturally sensitive support systems in educational
institutions. Indigenous students often face unique challenges that require understanding
and accommodation to ensure their safety and success.

Community Involvement and Empowerment

Empowering Indigenous communities to have a say in policies and programs affecting
their youth is vital. The story of seven fallen feathers underscores the consequences of
exclusion and the power of inclusive, community-driven solutions.

How to Support Indigenous Youth Today

Drawing from the lessons of seven fallen feathers, there are practical ways individuals and
organizations can contribute to positive change.

Advocate for equitable education: Support policies that ensure Indigenous
students have access to quality education and resources.

Promote cultural awareness: Encourage schools and communities to incorporate
Indigenous history and culture into curricula and programs.

Support Indigenous-led initiatives: Donate to or volunteer with organizations
focused on Indigenous youth empowerment and well-being.

Challenge systemic racism: Speak out against discrimination and support reforms
in policing and social services.

Listen and learn: Engage with Indigenous voices and stories, like those shared in
seven fallen feathers, to deepen understanding.



The Continuing Journey Toward Justice and
Healing

While the story of seven fallen feathers is marked by sorrow, it also signifies resilience and
hope. Communities, families, and allies continue to work tirelessly to address the systemic
issues revealed by these tragedies.

Healing involves not only acknowledging past wrongs but also actively dismantling the
structures that perpetuate inequality. The ongoing dialogue around seven fallen feathers
encourages all Canadians to participate in this collective effort.

The narrative around seven fallen feathers is a reminder that behind every statistic is a
human story deserving of respect, justice, and remembrance. It challenges us to look
beyond headlines, engage with difficult truths, and commit to building a more equitable
future for Indigenous youth and all marginalized communities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Seven Fallen Feathers' about?
'Seven Fallen Feathers' is a non-fiction book by Tanya Talaga that investigates the deaths
of seven Indigenous teenagers in Thunder Bay, Ontario, highlighting systemic racism and
failures in the justice and education systems.

Who is the author of 'Seven Fallen Feathers'?
The author of 'Seven Fallen Feathers' is Tanya Talaga, an award-winning Canadian
journalist and author known for her work on Indigenous issues.

Why is 'Seven Fallen Feathers' significant?
'Seven Fallen Feathers' sheds light on the tragic deaths of Indigenous youth and explores
broader social issues such as racism, colonialism, and the challenges faced by Indigenous
communities in Canada.

Has 'Seven Fallen Feathers' received any awards?
Yes, 'Seven Fallen Feathers' has won several awards, including the RBC Taylor Prize for
literary non-fiction and the Shaughnessy Cohen Prize for Political Writing.

What impact has 'Seven Fallen Feathers' had on
Canadian society?
'Seven Fallen Feathers' has raised awareness about the systemic injustices faced by
Indigenous peoples in Canada, prompting discussions on policy changes and greater



accountability in institutions like the police and education systems.

Additional Resources
Seven Fallen Feathers: Investigating the Tragedy and Its Lasting Impact

seven fallen feathers is more than just a title; it represents a poignant and unsettling
chapter in Canada’s contemporary history. The phrase refers to a deeply troubling report
and documentary that delve into the mysterious deaths of seven Indigenous high school
students in Thunder Bay, Ontario, over a span of nearly a decade. These deaths exposed
systemic failures in the justice system, social services, and community support structures
that disproportionately affect Indigenous youth. The story of seven fallen feathers has
since become a catalyst for national reflection on racial inequality, institutional neglect,
and the urgent need for reform.

The Context Behind Seven Fallen Feathers

The phrase “seven fallen feathers” originates from the investigative work of journalist
Tanya Talaga, whose book and subsequent documentary brought to light the tragic
circumstances surrounding the deaths of seven Indigenous students away from their
homes. These students had left their remote communities to attend high school in Thunder
Bay, often under challenging social and economic conditions. Their deaths, which
occurred between 2000 and 2011, were met with inadequate investigations and little
accountability, prompting widespread outrage.

Indigenous youth in Thunder Bay faced a complex web of challenges, including racism,
poverty, and isolation. Many of these students were forced to navigate unfamiliar urban
environments without sufficient support systems, making them vulnerable to violence,
discrimination, and neglect. The lack of culturally appropriate services and the failure of
local authorities to address these vulnerabilities contributed significantly to the tragedies
chronicled in seven fallen feathers.

Systemic Issues Highlighted by Seven Fallen Feathers

The investigative reporting and inquiry into seven fallen feathers revealed several
systemic problems:

Racial Discrimination and Bias: Indigenous students were often subject to
prejudice, both overt and institutional, affecting their access to justice and social
services.

Inadequate Policing and Investigations: The Thunder Bay Police Service was
criticized for its handling of death investigations, with accusations of negligence and
failure to pursue leads aggressively.



Insufficient Support Services: There was a glaring lack of culturally sensitive
mental health and social support for Indigenous youth navigating life away from their
communities.

Educational Inequities: Indigenous students frequently encountered barriers
within the education system itself, including underfunding and lack of tailored
programs.

These factors collectively underscore how systemic racism and neglect contributed to the
vulnerability of these students, culminating in the tragic outcomes documented in seven
fallen feathers.

The Impact of Seven Fallen Feathers on Public
Awareness and Policy

The revelations from seven fallen feathers catalyzed public discourse and spurred
governmental action. The Ontario government established the Thunder Bay Police
Service's Special Investigations Unit (SIU) to oversee cases involving Indigenous victims
more critically. Additionally, the Ontario Human Rights Commission launched an inquiry
into systemic racism within Thunder Bay’s policing and social services.

The book and documentary elevated public understanding of the intersection between
Indigenous rights and urban challenges, prompting calls for:

Improved training for law enforcement on Indigenous cultural competency.1.

Enhanced support frameworks for Indigenous students relocating for education.2.

Greater community involvement in decision-making processes affecting Indigenous3.
peoples.

Systemic reforms aimed at eliminating institutional racism in public services.4.

These initiatives are part of the broader reconciliation efforts between Indigenous
communities and Canadian institutions.

Comparisons with Other Indigenous Youth Tragedies

Seven fallen feathers is not an isolated case but reflects a broader pattern of Indigenous
youth facing disproportionate risks across Canada and beyond. Similar investigations,
such as those into missing and murdered Indigenous women and girls (MMIWG), reveal
systemic marginalization and violence that Indigenous communities frequently endure.



When compared to other regions, Thunder Bay’s situation stands out due to the explicit
concentration of deaths within a single educational context, emphasizing the urban
challenges Indigenous youth face. This specificity has helped sharpen the focus of
advocacy groups, making seven fallen feathers a landmark study in the fight against
Indigenous marginalization.

Critical Reception and Cultural Significance

Seven fallen feathers has been widely acclaimed for its meticulous investigative journalism
and impactful storytelling. Tanya Talaga’s work garnered national and international
attention, earning awards for raising awareness about Indigenous struggles in Canada.
The documentary adaptation further amplified the message through visual storytelling,
bringing emotional depth to the factual narrative.

Critics praise the work for its:

Balanced, respectful approach to sensitive subject matter.

Combination of personal stories with systemic analysis.

Contribution to the dialogue on reconciliation and justice.

However, some commentators argue that while seven fallen feathers spotlights critical
issues, more sustained policy action and community engagement are necessary to prevent
future tragedies.

Challenges in Addressing the Issues Raised

Despite increased awareness, challenges remain in fully addressing the root causes
highlighted by seven fallen feathers. These include:

Resource Limitations: Indigenous communities and urban support programs often
face chronic underfunding.

Institutional Resistance: Some public agencies have been slow to implement
reforms or acknowledge systemic biases.

Complex Social Factors: Poverty, intergenerational trauma, and cultural
dislocation complicate solutions.

Geographic Barriers: Students from remote communities may lack access to stable
housing and healthcare in urban centers.



These challenges require multifaceted and sustained strategies involving governments,
Indigenous leadership, and civil society.

Looking Forward: The Legacy of Seven Fallen
Feathers

The legacy of seven fallen feathers continues to resonate in discussions about Indigenous
rights, urban policy, and educational equity in Canada. Its influence extends to:

Policy reforms aimed at improving safety and support for Indigenous students in
urban settings.

Strengthening partnerships between Indigenous communities and municipal
governments.

Encouraging media and public institutions to adopt more inclusive and accurate
representations of Indigenous peoples.

Promoting grassroots initiatives that empower Indigenous youth culturally and
socially.

By keeping the stories of the seven students at the forefront, seven fallen feathers ensures
that their lives prompt ongoing reflection and action to address the systemic inequities
that persist.

In summary, seven fallen feathers is a crucial investigative work that not only chronicles a
tragic series of events but also exposes the broader social and institutional failings
affecting Indigenous youth. Its enduring impact lies in its ability to mobilize awareness,
drive policy discourse, and inspire meaningful change toward justice and reconciliation.

Seven Fallen Feathers
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groundbreaking and multiple award-winning national bestseller work about systemic racism,
education, the failure of the policing and justice systems, and Indigenous rights by Tanya Talaga.
Over the span of eleven years, seven Indigenous high school students died in Thunder Bay, Ontario.
They were hundreds of kilometres away from their families, forced to leave home because there was
no adequate high school on their reserves. Five were found dead in the rivers surrounding Lake
Superior, below a sacred Indigenous site. Using a sweeping narrative focusing on the lives of the
students, award-winning author Tanya Talaga delves into the history of this northern city that has
come to manifest Canada’s long struggle with human rights violations against Indigenous
communities.
  seven fallen feathers: Seven Fallen Feathers Indigo Special Ed Tanya Talaga, 2022-08-30
The groundbreaking and multiple award-winning national bestseller work about systemic racism,
education, the failure of the policing and justice systems, and Indigenous rights by Tanya Talaga.
Over the span of eleven years, seven Indigenous high school students died in Thunder Bay, Ontario.
They were hundreds of kilometres away from their families, forced to leave home because there was
no adequate high school on their reserves. Five were found dead in the rivers surrounding Lake
Superior, below a sacred Indigenous site. Using a sweeping narrative focusing on the lives of the
students, award-winning author Tanya Talaga delves into the history of this northern city that has
come to manifest Canada's long struggle with human rights violations against Indigenous
communities.
  seven fallen feathers: Urban Revolutions Stefan Kipfer, 2022-09-19 What do struggles over
pipelines in Canada, housing estates in France, and shantytowns in Martinique have in common? In
Urban Revolutions, Stefan Kipfer shows how these struggles force us to understand the
(neo-)colonial aspects of capitalist urbanization in a comparatively and historically nuanced fashion.
In so doing, he demonstrates that urban research can offer a rich, if uneven, terrain upon which to
develop the relationship between Marxist and anti-colonial intellectual traditions. After a detailed
dialogue between Henri Lefebvre and Frantz Fanon, Kipfer engages creole literature in the French
Antilles, Indigenous radicalism in North America and political anti-racism in mainland France.
  seven fallen feathers: Finding Meaning and Beauty in an Idiotic World Wei-Ching Chang,
2019-04-25 What are the most important things in life, and how can we live more ethical, fulfilling
lives? In our modern world, it is not always easy to answer these questions; human needs and ethics
have been obscured by the destructive demands of capitalism, colonialism, discrimination,
militarism, and other sociopolitical forces. In Finding Meaning & Beauty in an Idiotic World,
Wei-Ching Chang offers us a roadmap to thinking through these complex issues, distilling the
meaning of life into a series of universal values pertaining to truth, goodness, and beauty. No social
mechanism will be left uncovered, as Chang draws upon both Eastern and Western philosophies and
the fields of literature, film, political science, and women’s studies to examine each one. The themes
that emerge include reason over faith and intuition, the importance of freedom and equality in
democracy, how to diminish the calamites of war and violence, and ultimately, how to act
cooperatively with one another in the cultivating of worldwide ethics. The result is a
thought-provoking tour de force that teaches us, through the power of logic, how we can better
appreciate our own lives and act more generously to nurture the lives of others on both personal and
global scales.
  seven fallen feathers: Social Justice Education in Canada Ali A. Abdi, 2023-01-03 This
engaging edited collection highlights key discussions around educational inequity and related
structures and sub-structures. Featuring a diverse array of contributors, Social Justice Education in
Canada balances important knowledge, learning practices, and possibilities emanating from and
embedded in anti-racist and anti-oppressive education with instructive, grounding examples. The
text confronts the idea of social justice as an abstract concept, discussing suggestions for rethinking
educational systems and making changes that will benefit the learning lives of all students. With the
aim to critically expand the emerging and increasingly active debates in this important area of
educational and social development, this volume strives to collectively deepen our understanding



and appreciation for critical social justice education. Organized into 14 chapters and featuring an
epilogue written by Dr. Edward Shizha, the book critically deals with contemporary topical issues in
education, including readings on cultural, racial, religious, Indigenous, language, socio-economic,
citizenship, disability/ableism, and immigrant/refugee status realities and their interwoven learning
and teaching intersections. This text is an essential resource for undergraduate and graduate
students of education across Canada. FEATURES: - Designed to spark discussions and debates, each
chapter closes with discussion questions to encourage critical reflection - Contributors move beyond
the theoretical with actionable, practical applications for critical social justice that can be utilized by
educators and teacher educators - Intersecting topical diversity is at the forefront of this volume,
which features contributors from different backgrounds and communities critically engaging with
issues pertinent to social justice and equity in education
  seven fallen feathers: A History of Canadian Fiction David Staines, 2021-08-05 The first
one-volume history of Canadian fiction covering its growth and development from earliest times to
the present day. Recounting the struggles and the glories of this burgeoning area of investigation, it
explains Canada's literary growth alongside its remarkable history.
  seven fallen feathers: The Colonial Shadow Kira Celeste, 2023-02-24 The Colonial Shadow
examines the colonial psychology that has shaped what is now known as Canada. This psychology
has perpetrated devastating harm over the last half a millennium and continues to oppress
Indigenous people and degrade the environment. This book is inspired by the tenet of depth
psychology that stories and myths from one’s own ancestry can bring about transformation and deep
changes in perspective. As such, it investigates how an alchemical way of imagining into white
settler colonial consciousness might contribute to its accountability and psychological healing today.
The Colonial Shadow will be an invaluable resource for professionals, academics and students of
Jungian and post-Jungian ideas, settler-colonial and First Nations studies, sociology, anthropology,
and cultural studies as well as for anyone interested in addressing the colonial complex.
  seven fallen feathers: True Reconciliation Jody Wilson-Raybould, 2024-09-10 NATIONAL
BESTSELLER From the #1 bestselling author of 'Indian' in the Cabinet, a groundbreaking and
accessible roadmap to advancing true reconciliation across Canada. There is one question Canadians
have asked Jody Wilson-Raybould more than any other: What can I do to help advance
reconciliation? It is clear that people from all over the country want to take concrete and tangible
action that will make real change. We just need to know how to get started. This book provides that
next step. For Wilson-Raybould, what individuals and organizations need to do to advance true
reconciliation is self-evident, accessible, and achievable. True Reconciliation is broken down into
three core practices—Learn, Understand, and Act—that can be applied by individuals, communities,
organizations, and governments. The practices are based not only on the historical and
contemporary experience of Indigenous peoples in their relentless efforts to effect transformative
change and decolonization, but also on the deep understanding and expertise about what has been
effective in the past, what we are doing right, and wrong, today, and what our collective future
requires. Fundamental to a shared way of thinking is an understanding of the Indigenous experience
throughout the story of Canada. In a manner that reflects how work is done in the Big House, True
Reconciliation features an “oral” history of these lands, told through Indigenous and non-Indigenous
voices from our past and present. The ultimate and attainable goal of True Reconciliation is to break
down the silos we’ve created that prevent meaningful change, to be empowered to increasingly act
as “inbetweeners,” and to take full advantage of this moment in our history to positively transform
the country into a place we can all be proud of.
  seven fallen feathers: Indigenous Healing as Paradox Krista Maxwell, 2025-03-04
Indigenous healing is a paradox in the liberal settler colony, where an intervention fostering
well-being might simultaneously aim to eliminate distinct Indigenous societies. This book aims to
explain and complicate the prominence of Indigenous healing in Canadian public discourse in recent
decades through theoretically-informed historical and ethnographic analysis disentangling the
multiple meanings, practices, and social and political implications of healing. The book centres late



twentieth-century Indigenous social histories in Treaty #3 territory and cities in northern and
southern Ontario to show how practices of re-membering--mobilizing traditional ways of being and
knowing towards social repair and rejuvenation of the collective--are in part enabled by tactical
engagements with the settler state which fuel the emergence of an Indigenized biopolitics from
below. Analysis of the possibilities, tensions, and risks inherent to Indigenous biopolitical tactics is
inflected by attentiveness to the longstanding role of liberalism in settler colonial social
dismemberment of Indigenous peoples. Informed by Indigenous feminist scholarship's focus on
relationality, care, and the everyday, as well as the intimate workings of settler colonialism, this
book is intended to contribute to ongoing critical conversations about reconciliation and resurgence
politics, and problematize their presumed opposition.--
  seven fallen feathers: Living and Learning with Feminist Ethics, Literature, and Art
Dominique Hétu, Libe García Zarranz, Amanda Fayant, Marie Carrière, 2025-03-14 This
transdisciplinary collection investigates relations of “living and learning with” as compelling forms
of engagement and care between humans, nonhumans, and more-than-humans. Through academic
and creative writings, contributors address the need for sustainable relationships between various
feminist positions, focussing on Indigenous and Black knowledges, queer and trans artistic
interventions, and anti-racist methodologies. They pursue crucial conversations on intersecting
oppressions, intersubjectivities, voices, and positionalities. Rooted in feminist literary and artistic
practices, the volume explores urgent ongoing transnational issues and benefits scholars in
literature, Indigenous studies, intercultural studies, and gender studies. Contributors: Kim
Anderson, Alexandre Baril, Sissel M. Bergh, Marie Carrière, Élise Couture-Grondin, Junie Désil,
Amanda Fayant, Mylène Yannick Gamache, Libe García Zarranz, Dominique Hétu, Larissa Lai,
Amina Lalor, Sheri Longboat, Brittany Luby, Stephanie Oliver, Anne Quéma, Veronika Schuchter,
Erin Soros, Erin Wunker
  seven fallen feathers: Bad Indians Book Club Patty Krawec, 2025-09-16 A fascinating
advanced seminar about how to think, read, think about reading, and think about Indigenous lives.
--Booklist, starred review In this powerful reframing of the stories that make us, Anishinaabe writer
Patty Krawec leads us into the borderlands of history, science, memoir, and fiction to ask: What
worlds do books written by marginalized people describe and invite us to inhabit? When a friend
asked what books could help them understand Indigenous lives, Patty Krawec, author of Becoming
Kin, gave them a list. This list became a book club and then a podcast about a year of Indigenous
reading, and then this book. The writers in Bad Indians Book Club refuse to let dominant stories
displace their own and resist the way wemitigoozhiwag--European settlers--craft the prevailing
narrative and decide who they are. In Bad Indians Book Club, we examine works about history,
science, and gender as well as fiction, all written from the perspective of Bad Indians--marginalized
writers whose refusal to comply with dominant narratives opens up new worlds. Interlacing chapters
with short stories about Deer Woman, who is on her own journey to decide who she is, Krawec leads
us into a place of wisdom and medicine where the stories of marginalized writers help us imagine
other ways of seeing the world. As Krawec did for her friend, she recommends a list of books to fill
in the gaps on our own bookshelves and in our understanding. Becoming Kin, which novelist Omar
El Akkad called a searing spear of light, led readers to talk back to the histories they had received.
Now, in Bad Indians Book Club comes a potent challenge to all the stories settler colonialism
tells--stories that erase and appropriate, deny and deflect. Following Deer Woman, who is shaped by
the profuse artistry of Krawec, we enter the multiple worlds Indigenous and other subaltern stories
create. Together we venture to the edges of worlds waiting to be born.
  seven fallen feathers: Indigenous Child and Youth Care Cherylanne James, 2023-08-10 At
its core, Indigenous Child and Youth Care: Weaving Two Heart Stories Together is about unity. It
seeks to create a heart-to-heart practice by bridging Indigenous ways of knowing with Western Child
and Youth Care practices, encouraging students to approach their work with a more open
understanding of First Nations, Métis, and Inuit worldviews. Author Cherylanne James guides
students through self-location by dismantling their pre-existing biases regarding Indigenous Peoples,



understanding personal privilege and power, educating themselves on Canadian and Indigenous
history and contexts, and learning about the pervasive impacts of colonialism. Students will cultivate
a practice that encourages ethical spaces of engagement while steering away from surface-level or
disingenuous interactions. The text applies concepts and theories such as relational accountability,
interconnectivity, resurgence, community-centred approaches, wise practices, relationship-building,
anti-oppression, anti-racist, and social justice frameworks to enrich CYC practices and prepare
students to engage with Indigenous children, youth, and families in an informed, meaningful way.
Indigenous Child and Youth Care is designed as a journey, wherein the student reflects while they
learn and grow as a CYC professional. It includes a variety of pedagogical features that catalyze
thoughtful interaction with the material, such as a glossary, discussion questions, reflective practice
question boxes, and additional resources for further learning. This is a powerful and vital text for
college and university students in Child and Youth Care and Human Services. FEATURES - Unites
Indigenous worldviews, histories and knowledge systems with western Child and Youth Care
practices - Exposes students to pre-existing colonial and racist power structures while introducing
them to Indigenous concepts and theories for inclusive practice - Contains a broad variety of
pedagogical features, including a glossary, reflective practice questions, discussion questions,
activities, and additional resources
  seven fallen feathers: Rethinking Who We Are Paul U. Angelini, 2020-07-10T00:00:00Z
Rethinking Who We Are takes a non-conventional approach to understanding human difference in
Canada. Contributors to this volume critically re-examine Canadian identity by rethinking who we
are and what we are becoming by scrutinizing the “totality” of difference. Included are analyses on
the macro differences among Canadians, such as the disparities produced from unequal treatment
under Canadian law, human rights legislation and health care. Contributors also explore the
diversities that are often treated in a non-traditional manner on the bases of gender, class, sexuality,
disAbility and Indigeniety. Finally, the ways in which difference is treated in Canada’s legal system,
literature and the media are explored with an aim to challenge existing orthodoxy and push readers
to critically examine their beliefs and ideas, particularly in an age where divisive, racist and
xenophobic politics and attitudes are resurfacing.
  seven fallen feathers: Canadians Who Innovate Roseann O'Reilly Runte, 2024-05-07 Profiles
of some of the most inventive and creative Canadians and the ideas that are making Canada a
leading nation in innovation. From saving lives to saving harvests... From discovering ancient
diamonds to identifying the first exo-planet... From driverless cars to quantum computers... From
Nobel laureates to your next-door neighbor... This book offers uplifting stories of innovative
Canadians. Canadians Who Innovate includes two Nobel laureates, an astronaut, extraordinary
business leaders, the godfathers of artificial intelligence, and top quantum experts, including the
inventor of what may be the next quantum computer. It features profiles of the first director of
engineering at Google, who is now working on nuclear fusion; a medical researcher who
communicates on TikTok about the efficacy and potential for RNA vaccine technology; and a PhD in
nuclear physics who has twice won the Scotiabank Giller Prize. Meet the linguist who works with
Indigenous people to make online dictionaries, an internationally consulted specialist on migration,
an agri-tech investor, a world specialist on permafrost, and the expert in systems and number theory
who has a way to fix health care. And don’t forget the engineer who grew human cells on apples, a
feat that is leading to the creation of replacement organs that do not require donors—not to be
confused with the aerospace technology developer who created a tethering system to clean up space
debris and a 3-D printer that prints biological tissue. Featuring brilliant thinkers from coast to coast
to coast, and others from around the world who now call Canada home, Canadians Who Innovate
paints a promising picture of a cleaner, healthier, more innovative future for us all.
  seven fallen feathers: Indigenous Interfaces Jennifer Gómez Menjívar, Gloria Elizabeth
Chacón, 2019-05-07 Cultural preservation, linguistic revitalization, intellectual heritage, and
environmental sustainability became central to Indigenous movements in Mexico and Central
America after 1992. While the emergence of these issues triggered important conversations, none to



date have examined the role that new media has played in accomplishing their objectives.
Indigenous Interfaces provides the first thorough examination of indigeneity at the interface of
cyberspace. Correspondingly, it examines the impact of new media on the struggles for
self-determination that Indigenous peoples undergo in Mexico and Central America. The volume’s
contributors highlight the fresh approaches that Mesoamerica’s Indigenous peoples have given to
new media—from YouTubing Maya rock music to hashtagging in Zapotec. Together, they argue that
these cyberspatial activities both maintain tradition and ensure its continuity. Without considering
the implications of new technologies, Indigenous Interfaces argues, twenty-first-century indigeneity
in Mexico and Central America cannot be successfully documented, evaluated, and comprehended.
Indigenous Interfaces rejects the myth that indigeneity and information technology are incompatible
through its compelling analysis of the relationships between Indigenous peoples and new media. The
volume illustrates how Indigenous peoples are selectively and strategically choosing to interface
with cybertechnology, highlights Indigenous interpretations of new media, and brings to center
Indigenous communities who are resetting modes of communication and redirecting the flow of
information. It convincingly argues that interfacing with traditional technologies simultaneously with
new media gives Indigenous peoples an edge on the claim to autonomous and sovereign ways of
being Indigenous in the twenty-first century. Contributors Arturo Arias Debra A. Castillo Gloria
Elizabeth Chacón Adam W. Coon Emiliana Cruz Tajëëw Díaz Robles Mauricio Espinoza Alicia Ivonne
Estrada Jennifer Gómez Menjívar Sue P. Haglund Brook Danielle Lillehaugen Paul Joseph López Oro
Rita M. Palacios Gabriela Spears-Rico Paul Worley
  seven fallen feathers: Children Like Us Brittany Penner, 2025-07-29 A Métis girl is adopted
by a Mennonite family in this breathtaking memoir about family lost and found. By the time Brittany
Penner is seven years old, she has loved and lost twenty-one foster siblings who have come into her
family and left—all of them Indigenous like her. When will it be my turn? she asks her mother time
and time again. When will I be taken away? You won't be, she is told. You're adopted. You're here to
stay. You're the lucky one. On the day of her birth in 1989, near the end of the Sixties Scoop,
Brittany was relinquished into the care of the government and adopted by a white Mennonite family
in a small prairie town. Her name and where she came from are hidden from her; all she is told is
that she is Métis. Her childhood is shaped by church, family, service and silence. Her family is
continuously shifting as siblings arrive and depart, one by one. She knows that to stay, she has to
force herself into the mold created for her. She must be obedient. Quiet. Good. No matter what.
Whenever she looks in the mirror, she searches her features, wondering if they've been passed down
to her by her biological mother. She thinks, if she can find her mother, she'll find all the answers
she's looking for. As Brittany moves into adulthood, she will uncover answers—but they will be more
tangled than she could have imagined. Children Like Us asks difficult questions about family,
identity, belonging and cultural continuity. What happens when you find what you're looking for, but
it can't offer you everything you need? How do you reckon with the truth of your own story when
you've always been told you're lucky and should be grateful? What does it mean to belong when you
feel torn between cultures? And how does a person learn to hold the pain and the grief, as well as
the triumphs, the joys and the beauty, allowing none to eclipse the others?
  seven fallen feathers: We Survived the Night Julian Brave NoiseCat, 2025-10-14 A stunning
narrative from one of the most powerful young writers at work today, and the director of the
Oscar®-nominated documentary, Sugarcane, We Survived the Night interweaves oral history with
hard-hitting journalism and a deeply personal father-son journey into a searing portrait of
Indigenous survival, love, and resurgence. Julian Brave NoiseCat’s childhood was rich with culture
and contradictions. When his Secwépemc and St’at’imc father, an artist haunted by a turbulent past,
abandoned the family, NoiseCat and his non-Native mother were embraced by the urban Native
community in Oakland, California, as well as by family on the Canim Lake Indian Reserve in British
Columbia. In his father’s absence, NoiseCat immersed himself in Native history and culture to
understand the man he seldom saw—his past, his story, where he came from—and, by extension,
himself. Years later, NoiseCat sets out across the continent to correct the erasure, invisibility, and



misconceptions surrounding the First Peoples of this land as he develops his voice as a storyteller
and artist. Told in the style of a Coyote Story, a legend about the trickster forefather of NoiseCat’s
people who was revered for his wit and mocked for his tendency to self-destruct, We Survived the
Night brings a traditional art form nearly annihilated by colonization back to life on the page.
Through a dazzling blend of history and mythology, memoir and reportage, NoiseCat unravels old
stories and braids together new ones. He grapples with the erasure of North America's First Peoples
and the trauma that cascades across generations, while illuminating the vital Indigenous cultural,
environmental, and political movements reshaping the future. He chronicles the historic ascent of
the first Native American cabinet secretary in the United States and the first Indigenous sovereign
of Canada; probes the colonial origins and limits of racial ideology and Indian identity through the
story of the Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina; and hauls the golden eggs of an imperiled fish out of
the sea alongside the Tlingit of Sitka, Alaska. This is a rewriting and a restoration—of Native history
and, more intimately, of family and self, as NoiseCat seeks to reclaim a culture effaced by
colonization and reconcile with a father who left. Virtuosic, compelling, and deeply moving, this is at
once an intensely personal journey and a searing portrait of Indigenous survival, love, and
resurgence. Drawing from five years of on-the-ground reporting, We Survived the Night paints a
profound and unforgettable portrait of contemporary Indigenous life, alongside an intimate and
deeply powerful reckoning between a father and a son. A soulful, formally daring, and indelible work
from an important new voice.
  seven fallen feathers: Pirate Care Valeria Graziano, Marcell Mars, Tomislav Medak,
2025-01-20 A most nourishing and encouraging book McKenzie Wark, author of A Hacker Manifesto
and Capital is Dead In many places around the world, the freedom to simply care for one another is
under attack by the powerful, and acts of solidarity are being made illegal. In a moment of struggle
defined by the rollback of the social safety net, the criminalization of migration, and the right-wing
clampdown on bodily autonomy, radical networks of care are fighting back. From volunteer rescue
boats in the Mediterranean to underground labs preparing gender-affirming hormones, people are
reclaiming the means to care for one another in defiance of a system that devalues and exploits the
labor of care. Against atomized despair, Pirate Care shows that fighting back isn't only about legal
and legislative changes but also about organizing, direct action, and disobedient care. Valeria
Graziano is a cultural theorist and organizer researching militant practices of work refusal and
repair. She co-founded the Carrotworkers Collective and Micropolitics Research Group. Marcell
Mars is an advanced internet user. Tomislav Medak is a commons and disability activist and an
independent researcher with interests in technologies and environmental crisis. Mars and Medak
are founding members of Multimedia Institute/Mama and custodians of the Memory of the World
shadow library. The authors are the convenors of the Pirate Care project.
  seven fallen feathers: Reviving and Re-Writing Ethics in Social Research For Commoning the
Community Chowdhury, Jahid Siraz, Vadevelu, Kumarashwaran, Hatta, Zulkarnain A., Ashraf,
Mahfuz, Bhaumik, Amiya, 2024-03-05 In the continuously changing field of social sciences, ethical
considerations in anthropological studies pose unprecedented challenges. The book Reviving and
Re-Writing Ethics in Social Research For Commoning the Community embarks on a transformative
journey, moving beyond historical analysis to address pressing contemporary questions about the
norms governing anthropological study. Who guards the guardians? What ethical challenges does
the modern era pose for anthropological sciences? These are the critical questions explored in this
comprehensive exploration of the ethical landscape of social research. As the ethical foundations of
social research shift with political, intellectual, and societal changes, there is a pressing need to
reassess the purpose of anthropological knowledge and the responsibility of researchers towards the
communities they study. The book raises vital concerns about the evolving nature of ethical
considerations, challenging traditional notions of ethical research. It highlights the ethical and
axiological dilemmas faced by anthropologists in the modern era, emphasizing the need for a more
community-centric approach that actively benefits the studied communities.
  seven fallen feathers: Flourish Jacqueline Turner, 2019-09-17 “Smart, clear-eyed… Turner’s



gift is for beautiful concision.” — Georgia Straight on The Ends of the Earth Jacqueline Turner’s
Flourish moves between philosophy, literary criticism, biography, and poetry. Both personal and
experimental, her writing becomes transformative as it explores memories of growing up in a small
town, parenting a set of adventurous sons, traveling, and reading. At times her poems act like micro
essays, at other times they are miniature memoirs or precise manifestos, and throughout the
collection’s exploration of contemporary cities and culture, a tense beauty emerges. Turner takes
readers to a park in Berlin set up like a messy living room, to a gallery in Granada where the view
from a window beside a famous painting more perfectly frames an ancient stone wall, and to a
karaoke room in Tokyo where comedic possibilities merge with spilled drinks. In the end, Flourish
celebrates the abundance of words already read, while conveying gratitude for the ones still about to
be read. A bold gesture, a green light, a way forward in challenging times.
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