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slavery law and politics don edward fehrenbacher represents a pivotal
intersection in American historiography, explored in depth by one of the most
respected scholars in the field. Don Edward Fehrenbacher’s work offers
profound insight into how slavery was not just a social institution but a
deeply entrenched legal and political phenomenon that shaped the United
States. His scholarship provides a nuanced narrative that unpacks the
complexities of slavery’s legal frameworks and the political battles
surrounding it.

The Significance of Don Edward Fehrenbacher’s Work
in Understanding Slavery Law and Politics

Don Edward Fehrenbacher was a towering figure in the study of American
history, particularly in the 19th century. His research focused on the
constitutional and political dimensions of slavery, a topic that remains
critical to understanding the country’s development. Fehrenbacher’s
scholarship emphasizes how slavery was embedded in the legal and political
fabric of the nation, influencing everything from presidential decisions to
Supreme Court rulings.

His seminal book, *The Dred Scott Case: Its Significance in American Law and
Politics*, remains a cornerstone for anyone studying the legal history of
slavery. Fehrenbacher meticulously details the infamous 1857 Supreme Court
decision that denied African Americans citizenship and declared the Missouri
Compromise unconstitutional, a ruling that intensified sectional conflict and
paved the way for the Civil War.

How Slavery Was Embedded in American Law

Fehrenbacher’s analysis reveals that slavery was not merely a social practice
but one codified and protected by laws at multiple levels. From the
Constitution itself to state statutes, the legal system enshrined slavery’s
existence.

#### The Constitution and Slavery

One of the crucial points in Fehrenbacher’s work is the role of the U.S.
Constitution in slavery law and politics. The document contained several
clauses that implicitly supported slavery without explicitly naming it, such



as the Three-Fifths Compromise and the Fugitive Slave Clause. Fehrenbacher
argued that these provisions reflected the political compromises necessary to
hold the fragile union together.

#### State Laws and Slave Codes

Beyond federal law, southern states crafted slave codes that regulated the
lives of enslaved people, controlling everything from movement to family
life. Fehrenbacher’s research highlights how these laws underscored the
dehumanizing nature of slavery and the political will to maintain it.

Political Battles Over Slavery: Fehrenbacher’s
Perspective

Fehrenbacher’s work places significant emphasis on the political struggles
that revolved around slavery. He explores how slavery was a central issue in
political debates, influencing elections, party formations, and legislative
decisions.

#### The Role of the Supreme Court

The Supreme Court’s role in slavery law and politics, particularly through
the Dred Scott decision, is one of Fehrenbacher’s most analyzed subjects.
This ruling, authored by Chief Justice Roger Taney, declared that African
Americans could not be citizens and that Congress had no authority to
prohibit slavery in the territories. Fehrenbacher’s detailed account shows
how this decision exacerbated sectional tensions and contributed to the rise
of the Republican Party.

#### The Impact on Political Parties and Elections

Fehrenbacher also examines how slavery influenced the realignment of
political parties in the 1850s. The collapse of the Whig Party and the
emergence of the Republican Party were closely linked to debates over
slavery’s expansion. Fehrenbacher’s insights help readers understand how
slavery law and politics were inseparable from the broader political
landscape of the era.

The Human Dimension: Slavery Law and Politics
Through Personalities

One of the strengths of Fehrenbacher’s work is his attention to the
individuals who shaped the legal and political discourse on slavery. From
Abraham Lincoln to Roger Taney, Fehrenbacher portrays historical figures in a
way that highlights their complexities and the turbulent context in which
they operated.



#### Abraham Lincoln’s Legal Mind

Fehrenbacher’s research sheds light on Lincoln’s evolving views on slavery
law and politics. Before his presidency, Lincoln navigated a political
landscape deeply divided by slavery, advocating against its expansion while
grappling with the legal constraints of his time. Fehrenbacher’s analysis
helps readers appreciate how Lincoln’s legal background influenced his
political strategies and ultimate leadership during the Civil War.

#### Chief Justice Roger Taney’s Controversial Legacy

Fehrenbacher does not shy away from critiquing Taney’s role in entrenching
slavery in American law. The Dred Scott decision remains a stain on the
Court’s history, and Fehrenbacher’s detailed study explains the legal
reasoning and political motivations behind it, offering a cautionary tale
about the judiciary’s power in shaping national policy.

Why Fehrenbacher’s Scholarship Remains Relevant
Today

The study of slavery law and politics through Don Edward Fehrenbacher’s lens
is not merely an academic exercise; it speaks to ongoing discussions about
race, justice, and constitutional interpretation in the United States. His
work provides a foundation for understanding how legal systems can both
uphold and challenge oppressive institutions.

#### Lessons for Modern Legal and Political Debates

Fehrenbacher’s exploration of the compromises and conflicts over slavery law
serves as a reminder of the importance of legal clarity and moral courage in
politics. Contemporary debates about civil rights and federal authority often
echo the tensions Fehrenbacher identified, underscoring the enduring legacy
of slavery in American law.

#### Inspiring Further Research and Education

By setting a high standard for historical rigor and balanced interpretation,
Fehrenbacher’s work continues to inspire historians, legal scholars, and
students. His approach encourages a deep engagement with primary sources and
a willingness to confront uncomfortable truths, essential for anyone seeking
to understand America’s past.

Exploring Related Themes in Slavery Law and Politics

To fully appreciate Fehrenbacher’s contributions, it’s helpful to consider
related themes that his work touches upon:



- **Constitutional Compromises and Their Consequences:** How early decisions
shaped the trajectory of slavery in the U.S.
- **Judicial Activism and Restraint:** The role courts play in either
reinforcing or dismantling systemic injustices.
- **Political Realignments:** The transformation of political parties in
response to slavery debates.
- **The Intersection of Law and Morality:** How legal frameworks reflect
societal values and conflicts.

Each of these areas is woven into Fehrenbacher’s scholarship, providing a
comprehensive framework for understanding the multifaceted nature of slavery
law and politics.

Final Reflections on Don Edward Fehrenbacher’s
Impact

Don Edward Fehrenbacher’s contributions to the study of slavery law and
politics remain invaluable. His meticulous research and engaging narrative
style offer readers not only a detailed historical account but also critical
tools to analyze how legal and political systems interact with social issues.
Through his work, we gain a clearer picture of the challenges and
contradictions that defined America’s struggle with slavery, illuminating the
path toward a more just society.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Don Edward Fehrenbacher in the context of
slavery law and politics?
Don Edward Fehrenbacher was a renowned American historian and legal scholar
known for his extensive work on slavery, constitutional law, and politics in
the United States, particularly in the antebellum period.

What is Don Edward Fehrenbacher's most influential
work on slavery law?
Fehrenbacher's most influential work is 'The Dred Scott Case: Its
Significance in American Law and Politics,' which provides a comprehensive
analysis of the landmark Supreme Court decision and its impact on slavery and
American politics.

How did Don Edward Fehrenbacher contribute to the



understanding of the Dred Scott decision?
Fehrenbacher offered a detailed historical and legal examination of the Dred
Scott decision, highlighting how it exacerbated sectional tensions and
influenced the trajectory of slavery law and politics in the U.S.

What role did Don Edward Fehrenbacher play in
interpreting the politics surrounding slavery?
Fehrenbacher analyzed the complex interplay between slavery, constitutional
law, and political ideologies, shedding light on how legal interpretations
shaped political conflicts leading up to the Civil War.

Did Don Edward Fehrenbacher receive any awards for
his work on slavery and law?
Yes, Don Edward Fehrenbacher won the Pulitzer Prize for History in 1979 for
his book 'The Dred Scott Case: Its Significance in American Law and
Politics.'

How does Fehrenbacher's work influence contemporary
discussions on slavery law?
Fehrenbacher's in-depth historical and legal analyses provide critical
insights into the origins and implications of slavery laws, informing modern
debates on race, constitutional interpretation, and civil rights.

What topics are commonly covered in Don Edward
Fehrenbacher’s research on slavery law?
His research often covers the legal status of slavery, constitutional
conflicts over slavery, landmark Supreme Court cases, political debates over
slavery, and the eventual abolition of slavery in the U.S.

In what way did Fehrenbacher examine the political
climate before the Civil War?
Fehrenbacher explored how legal decisions and political controversies
surrounding slavery deepened sectional divides and influenced the policies
and politics that led to the Civil War.

Are Don Edward Fehrenbacher’s works used in legal
education about slavery?
Yes, Fehrenbacher’s writings are frequently cited in law and history courses
dealing with slavery, constitutional law, and 19th-century American politics
for their scholarly rigor and comprehensive analysis.



What is the lasting legacy of Don Edward
Fehrenbacher in the study of slavery law and
politics?
Fehrenbacher's legacy lies in his thorough and balanced scholarship that
deepened understanding of the legal and political dynamics of slavery,
influencing historians, legal scholars, and policymakers alike.

Additional Resources
Slavery Law and Politics: The Scholarly Contributions of Don Edward
Fehrenbacher

slavery law and politics don edward fehrenbacher represent a critical nexus
in understanding the legal and political framework that shaped antebellum
America and the eventual abolition of slavery. Don Edward Fehrenbacher, a
preeminent historian and legal scholar, devoted much of his academic career
to dissecting the complexities of slavery’s legal status, the political
maneuverings surrounding it, and its profound impact on American
constitutional development. His works remain foundational in the study of
slavery law and politics, offering nuanced insights into the intricate
relationship between law, politics, and societal transformations during one
of the most turbulent eras in United States history.

Don Edward Fehrenbacher: An Overview of His
Scholarly Impact

Fehrenbacher's scholarship stands out for its analytical rigor and balanced
perspective on the contentious issues of slavery and constitutional law. He
meticulously chronicled the evolution of slavery law, focusing on how legal
frameworks were used both to perpetuate and challenge the institution of
slavery. His approach to slavery law and politics emphasized the interplay
between legal doctrines, political ideologies, and practical governance,
illuminating how law served as a battleground for competing visions of
American identity and rights.

His most celebrated work, "The Dred Scott Case: Its Significance in American
Law and Politics," is widely regarded as a seminal text. In this analysis,
Fehrenbacher explores the infamous 1857 Supreme Court decision that declared
African Americans were not citizens and that Congress lacked authority to
prohibit slavery in the territories. His comprehensive investigation reveals
how the ruling exacerbated sectional tensions, influencing political
polarization and precipitating the Civil War.



Exploring the Legal Foundations of Slavery

Fehrenbacher’s studies delve deep into the legal justifications and
challenges surrounding slavery. He traces slavery law from colonial charters
and early state constitutions to landmark Supreme Court cases and legislative
acts. By examining statutes such as the Fugitive Slave Act and the Missouri
Compromise, Fehrenbacher contextualizes how legal instruments
institutionalized slavery and shaped the political landscape.

The Role of Supreme Court Decisions

Central to Fehrenbacher’s analysis are Supreme Court rulings that defined
slavery’s place within the constitutional order. The Dred Scott decision
typifies the judiciary’s role in reinforcing slavery’s legality. Fehrenbacher
demonstrates that the Court’s interpretation was not merely legalistic but
deeply political, reflecting and influencing sectional interests. He also
contrasts Dred Scott with other rulings that attempted to balance state
sovereignty, federal authority, and individual rights, highlighting the
judiciary’s pivotal role in the politics of slavery.

Legislative Battles and Political Compromises

The politics of slavery law were marked by contentious compromises aimed at
preserving the Union. Fehrenbacher examines legislative measures like the
Compromise of 1850 and the Kansas-Nebraska Act, illustrating how these laws
attempted to manage the expansion of slavery while igniting fierce political
opposition. His research underscores the paradoxes inherent in slavery law
and politics: efforts to contain conflict often exacerbated tensions,
revealing the fragility of constitutional governance in the face of moral and
economic divisions.

Intersections of Slavery, Law, and Political
Ideology

One of Fehrenbacher’s key contributions lies in his exploration of how
political ideologies influenced and were influenced by slavery law. He
investigates the positions of major political parties—the Democrats, Whigs,
and emerging Republicans—and their evolving stances on slavery and
constitutional interpretation.



Federalism and States’ Rights

Fehrenbacher details the ideological debates over federalism and states’
rights, demonstrating how these concepts were mobilized to defend or oppose
slavery. Southern politicians championed states’ rights as a shield for
slavery, while Northern abolitionists and moderates argued for stronger
federal intervention. His work reveals that these ideological battles were
not abstract but deeply entwined with the practical politics of slavery and
governance.

The Moral and Political Dimensions of Abolitionism

While Fehrenbacher is often noted for his objective tone, his analysis does
not overlook the moral fervor of abolitionism and its political
ramifications. He situates abolitionism within the broader political context,
illustrating how it challenged existing legal frameworks and provoked intense
resistance. Fehrenbacher’s work helps readers understand abolitionism not
only as a moral crusade but also as a force that reshaped political discourse
and legal norms.

Features of Fehrenbacher’s Methodology and
Legacy

Fehrenbacher’s approach to studying slavery law and politics is distinguished
by its interdisciplinary nature, combining legal analysis, political history,
and constitutional theory. His use of primary sources—court opinions,
legislative records, and contemporary writings—enables a detailed
reconstruction of historical events and legal reasoning.

Comprehensive Research: Fehrenbacher’s scholarship covers a broad
temporal span, from early colonial laws to post-Civil War constitutional
amendments.

Balanced Perspective: He avoids partisan bias, striving for an impartial
examination of all sides involved in slavery law and politics.

Contextual Depth: His work situates legal developments within the wider
social, economic, and political contexts of their time.

This methodology has influenced subsequent historians and legal scholars,
making Fehrenbacher’s works enduring resources for understanding the
complexities of slavery in American law and politics.



Comparative Perspectives

In addition to his focus on American history, Fehrenbacher’s work invites
comparative considerations with other societies that grappled with slavery
and legal reform. His detailed case study of U.S. constitutional conflicts
highlights common themes in the politics of slavery globally: the tension
between economic interests, human rights, and legal authority.

The Continuing Relevance of Fehrenbacher’s
Scholarship

In contemporary discussions about race, law, and politics, Fehrenbacher’s
insights remain highly relevant. His detailed examination of how slavery law
was shaped by political forces provides a framework for analyzing modern
issues related to systemic inequality and legal justice. Scholars and
policymakers alike draw on his work to understand the historical roots of
racial disparities and constitutional debates.

By integrating historical data, legal analysis, and political theory,
Fehrenbacher’s scholarship on slavery law and politics offers a multifaceted
understanding that transcends simplistic narratives. This complexity enriches
ongoing dialogues about the legacy of slavery and the role of law in social
change.

As the United States continues to confront the enduring impact of its slavery
past, the work of Don Edward Fehrenbacher serves as a vital intellectual
foundation, illuminating how law and politics intertwined to shape one of the
nation’s most defining struggles.
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fate of an elderly black man and his family: Dred Scott v. Sanford was the first instance in which the
Supreme Court invalidated a major piece of federal legislation. The decision declared that Congress
had no power to prohibit slavery in the federal territories, thereby striking a severe blow at the the
legitimacy of the emerging Republican party and intensifying the sectional conflict over slavery.This
book represents a skillful review of the issues before America on the eve of the Civil War. The first
third of the book deals directly with the with the case itself and the Court's decision, while the
remainder puts the legal and judicial question of slavery into the broadest possible American
context. Fehrenbacher discusses the legal bases of slavery, the debate over the Constitution, and the
dispute over slavery and continental expansion. He also considers the immediate and long-range
consequences of the decision.
  slavery law and politics don edward fehrenbacher: Slavery, Law, and Politics Don Edward
Fehrenbacher, 1981 Abridged ed. of the author's The Dred Scott case, its significance in American
law and politics.
  slavery law and politics don edward fehrenbacher: Slavery, Law, and Politics Don E.
Fehrenbacher, 1981-04-30 This is an abridgement of the Pulitzer-Prize winning The Dred Scott Case,
making Fehrenbacher's monumental work available to a wider audience. Although it condenses the
original by half, all the chapters and major themes of the larger work have been retained, providing
a masterful review of the issues before America on the eve of the Civil War.
  slavery law and politics don edward fehrenbacher: Yale and Slavery David W. Blight,
2024-02-16 A comprehensive look at how slavery and resistance to it have shaped Yale University
Award-winning historian David W. Blight, with the Yale and Slavery Research Project, answers the
call to investigate Yale University’s historical involvement with slavery, the slave trade, and
abolition. This narrative history demonstrates the importance of slavery in the making of this
renowned American institution of higher learning. Drawing on wide-ranging archival materials, Yale
and Slavery extends from the century before the college’s founding in 1701 to the dedication of its
Civil War memorial in 1915, while engaging with the legacies and remembrance of this complex
story. The book brings into focus the enslaved and free Black people who have been part of Yale’s
history from the beginning—but too often ignored in official accounts. These individuals and their
descendants worked at Yale; petitioned and fought for freedom and dignity; built churches, schools,
and antislavery organizations; and were among the first Black students to transform the university
from the inside. Always alive to the surprises and ironies of the past, Yale and Slavery presents a
richer and more complete history of Yale, the third-oldest college in the country, showing how pillars
of American higher education, even in New England, emerged over time intertwined with the
national and international history of racial slavery.
  slavery law and politics don edward fehrenbacher: African Founders David Hackett
Fischer, 2022-05-31 In this sweeping, foundational work, Pulitzer Prize–winning historian David
Hackett Fischer draws on extensive research to show how enslaved Africans and their descendants
enlarged American ideas of freedom in varying ways in different regions of the early United States.
African Founders explores the little-known history of how enslaved people from different regions of
Africa interacted with colonists of European origins to create new regional cultures in the colonial
United States. The Africans brought with them linguistic skills, novel techniques of animal
husbandry and farming, and generations-old ethical principles, among other attributes. This startling
history reveals how much our country was shaped by these African influences in its early years,
producing a new, distinctly American culture. Drawing on decades of research, some of it in western
Africa, Fischer recreates the diverse regional life that shaped the early American republic. He shows
that there were varieties of slavery in America and varieties of new American culture, from Puritan
New England to Dutch New York, Quaker Pennsylvania, cavalier Virginia, coastal Carolina, and
Louisiana and Texas. This landmark work of history will transform our understanding of America’s
origins.
  slavery law and politics don edward fehrenbacher: Rethinking the Irish in the American
South Bryan Albin Giemza, 2013-04-20 A fresh look at a multifaceted minority culture



  slavery law and politics don edward fehrenbacher: The United States and the
Transatlantic Slave Trade to the Americas, 1776-1867 Leonardo Marques, 2016-01-01 T -- U --
V -- W -- Z
  slavery law and politics don edward fehrenbacher: The Concise Princeton Encyclopedia
of American Political History Michael Kazin, Rebecca Edwards, Adam Rothman, 2011-08-08 An
essential guide to U.S. politics, from the founding to today With 150 accessible articles written by
more than 130 leading experts, this essential reference provides authoritative introductions to some
of the most important and talked-about topics in American history and politics, from the founding to
today. Abridged from the acclaimed Princeton Encyclopedia of American Political History, this is the
only single-volume encyclopedia that provides comprehensive coverage of both the traditional topics
of U.S. political history and the broader forces that shape American politics--including economics,
religion, social movements, race, class, and gender. Fully indexed and cross-referenced, each entry
provides crucial context, expert analysis, informed perspectives, and suggestions for further
reading. Contributors include Dean Baker, Lewis Gould, Alex Keyssar, James Kloppenberg, Patricia
Nelson Limerick, Lisa McGirr, Jack Rakove, Nick Salvatore, Stephen Skowronek, Jeremi Suri, Julian
Zelizer, and many more. Entries cover: Key political periods, from the founding to today Political
institutions, major parties, and founding documents The broader forces that shape U.S. politics, from
economics, religion, and social movements to race, class, and gender Ideas, philosophies, and
movements The political history and influence of geographic regions
  slavery law and politics don edward fehrenbacher: The Black History of the White
House Clarence Lusane, 2013-01-23 The Black History of the White House presents the untold
history, racial politics, and shifting significance of the White House as experienced by African
Americans, from the generations of enslaved people who helped to build it or were forced to work
there to its first black First Family, the Obamas. Clarence Lusane juxtaposes significant events in
White House history with the ongoing struggle for democratic, civil, and human rights by black
Americans and demonstrates that only during crises have presidents used their authority to advance
racial justice. He describes how in 1901 the building was officially named the “White House” amidst
a furious backlash against President Roosevelt for inviting Booker T. Washington to dinner, and how
that same year that saw the consolidation of white power with the departure of the last black
Congressmember elected after the Civil War. Lusane explores how, from its construction in 1792 to
its becoming the home of the first black president, the White House has been a prism through which
to view the progress and struggles of black Americans seeking full citizenship and justice. “Clarence
Lusane is one of America’s most thoughtful and critical thinkers on issues of race, class and
power.”—Manning Marable Barack Obama may be the first black president in the White House, but
he's far from the first black person to work in it. In this fascinating history of all the enslaved people,
workers and entertainers who spent time in the president's official residence over the years,
Clarence Lusane restores the White House to its true colors.—Barbara Ehrenreich Reading The
Black History of the White House shows us how much we DON'T know about our history, politics,
and culture. In a very accessible and polished style, Clarence Lusane takes us inside the key national
events of the American past and present. He reveals new dimensions of the black presence in the US
from revolutionary days to the Obama campaign. Yes, 'black hands built the White House'—enslaved
black hands—but they also built this country's economy, political system, and culture, in ways
Lusane shows us in great detail. A particularly important feature of this book its personal
storytelling: we see black political history through the experiences and insights of little-known
participants in great American events. The detailed lives of Washington's slaves seeking freedom, or
the complexities of Duke Ellington's relationships with the Truman and Eisenhower White House,
show us American racism, and also black America's fierce hunger for freedom, in brand new and
very exciting ways. This book would be a great addition to many courses in history, sociology, or
ethnic studies courses. Highly recommended!—Howard Winant The White House was built with
slave labor and at least six US presidents owned slaves during their time in office. With these facts,
Clarence Lusane, a political science professor at American University, opens The Black History of



the White House(City Lights), a fascinating story of race relations that plays out both on the
domestic front and the international stage. As Lusane writes, 'The Lincoln White House resolved the
issue of slavery, but not that of racism.' Along with the political calculations surrounding who gets
invited to the White House are matters of musical tastes and opinionated first ladies, ingredients
that make for good storytelling.—Boston Globe Dr. Clarence Lusane has published in The
Washington Post, The Miami Herald, The Baltimore Sun, Oakland Tribune, Black Scholar, and Race
and Class. He often appears on PBS, BET, C-SPAN, and other national media.
  slavery law and politics don edward fehrenbacher: Assaulted Personhood Craig C. Malbon,
2020-12-14 In 21st century America, personhood is under daily assault, sometimes with dire
consequences. Scientist, ethicist, and ordained minister Craig C. Malbon encourages the reader to
consider such assaults on personhood endured by victims of abortion, ageism, Alzheimer’s disease,
drug addiction, mental and physical disabilities, gender, gender orientation, racism, sexual
preference, identity politics, and our will-to-power over the “other.” In exploring personhood status,
Malbon poses difficult questions for us. Is personhood assigned as all-or-nothing, or is it a sliding
scale based upon criteria arbitrarily aimed at our vulnerabilities? Does the voiceless embryo and
fetus have advocates who can speak to the moral question of abortion? Is the personhood of an
economically insecure pregnant woman degraded to the point where lack of access to early
termination of pregnancy results in “coercive childbearing?” Does being a member of the LGBTQI+
community target one for assaults on personhood, to the extreme of being killed? In delving into the
biology and psychology of assaults of “self” upon the “other,” Malbon sees powerful linkages of
everyday assaults on personhood to darker, profound “original sins” that are foundational to the rise
of the American empire, i.e., assaults on the indigenous Native Americans and assaults derivative to
the institution of slavery upon Africans, African Americans, and their descendants.
  slavery law and politics don edward fehrenbacher: Books for College Libraries: Social
sciences Association of College and Research Libraries, 1988 This third edition lists 50,000 titles
that form the foundation of an undergraduate library's collection. This volume covers the social
sciences.
  slavery law and politics don edward fehrenbacher: Slavery and the Making of America
James Oliver Horton, Lois E. Horton, 2005 The history of slavery is central to understanding the
history of the United States. Slavery and the Making of America offers a richly illustrated, vividly
written history that illuminates the human side of this inhumane institution, presenting it largely
through stories of the slaves themselves.Readers will discover a wide ranging and sharply nuanced
look at American slavery, from the first Africans brought to British colonies in the early seventeenth
century to the end of Reconstruction. The authors document the horrors of slavery, particularly in
the deep South, and describe the slaves' valiant struggles to free themselves from bondage. There
are dramatic tales of escape by slaves such as William and Ellen Craft and Dred Scott's doomed
attempt to win his freedom through the Supreme Court. We see how slavery engendered violence in
our nation, from bloody confrontations that broke out in American cities over fugitive slaves, to the
cataclysm of the Civil War. The book is also filled with stories of remarkable African Americans like
Sergeant William H. Carney, who won the Congressional Medal of Honor for his bravery at the
crucial assault on Fort Wagner during the Civil War, and Benjamin Pap Singleton, a former slave
who led freed African Americans to a new life on the American frontier. Filled with absorbing and
inspirational accounts highlighted by more than one hundred pictures and illustrations, Slavery and
the Making of America is a gripping account of the struggles of African Americans against the
iniquity of slavery.
  slavery law and politics don edward fehrenbacher: Remembering War the American Way G.
Kurt Piehler, 2004-05-17 Wars do not fully end when the shooting stops. As G. Kurt Piehler reveals
in this book, after every conflict from the Revolution to the Persian Gulf War, Americans have argued
about how and for what deeds and heroes wars should be remembered. Drawing on sources ranging
from government documents to Embalmer's Monthly, Piehler recounts efforts to commemorate wars
by erecting monuments, designating holidays, forming veterans' organizations, and establishing



national cemetaries. The federal government, he contends, initially sidestepped funding for
memorials, thereby leaving the determination of how and whom to honor in the hands of those with
ready money—and those who responded to them. In one instance, monuments to “Yankee heroes”
erected by the Daughters of the American Revolution were countered by immigrant groups, who
added such figures as Casimir Pulaski and Thaddeus Kosciusko to the record of the war. Piehler
argues that the conflict between these groups is emblematic of the ongoing reinterpretation of wars
by majority and minority groups, and by successive generations. Demonstrating that the battles over
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial are not unique in American history, Remembering War the
American Way reveals that the memory of war is intrinsically bound to the pluralistic definition of
national identity.
  slavery law and politics don edward fehrenbacher: Routledge Revivals: Encyclopedia of
American Civil Liberties (2006) Paul Finkelman, 2018-02-05 Originally published in 2006, the
Encyclopedia of American Civil Liberties, is a comprehensive 3 volume set covering a broad range of
topics in the subject of American Civil Liberties. The book covers the topic from numerous different
areas including freedom of speech, press, religion, assembly and petition. The Encyclopedia also
addresses areas such as the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, slavery, censorship, crime and war. The
book’s multidisciplinary approach will make it an ideal library reference resource for lawyers,
scholars and students.
  slavery law and politics don edward fehrenbacher: Beacons of Liberty Elena K. Abbott,
2021-04-22 The fascinating story of how free African Americans and runaway slaves crossed
international borders to fight for freedom and racial justice.
  slavery law and politics don edward fehrenbacher: After Evil Robert Meister, 2011-01-05
Mainstream human rights discourse speaks of such evils as the Holocaust, slavery, or apartheid in
ways that put them solidly in the past. Its elaborate techniques of transitional justice encourage
future generations to move forward, but the false assumption of closure enables those who are guilty
to elude responsibility. This approach to history, common to late-twentieth-century humanitarianism,
doesn't presuppose that evil ends only when justice begins. Rather, it assumes that a time before
justice is the moment to put evil in the past. Merging examples from literature and history, Robert
Meister confronts the problem of closure and the resolution of historical injustice. He boldly
challenges the empty moral logic of never again or the theoretical reduction of evil to a cycle of
violence and counterviolence that is broken once evil is remembered for what it was. Meister calls
out such methods for their deferral of justice and susceptibility to exploitation. Specifically, he spells
out the moral logic never again in relation to Auschwitz and its evolution into a twenty-first-century
doctrine of the Responsibility to Protect.
  slavery law and politics don edward fehrenbacher: The Missouri Compromise and Its
Aftermath Robert Pierce Forbes, 2007
  slavery law and politics don edward fehrenbacher: People Without Rights Andrew Fede,
2012-11-22 First published in September 1992, the book traces the nature and development of the
fundamental legal relationships among slaves, masters, and third parties. It shows how the colonial
and antebellum Southern judges and legislators accommodated slaverye(tm)s social relationships
into the common law, and how slave law evolved in different states over time in response to social
political, economic, and intellectual developments. The book states that the law of slavery in the US
South treated slaves both as people and property. It reconciles this apparent contradiction by
demonstrating that slaves were defined in the law as items of human property without any legal
rights. When the lawmakers recognized slaves as people, they burdened slaves with added legal
duties and disabilities. This epitomized in legal terms slaverye(tm)s oppressive social relationships.
The book also illustrates how cases in which the lawmakers recognized slaves as people legitimized
slaverye(tm)s inhumanity. References in the law to the legal humanity of people held as slaves are
shown to be rhetorical devices and cruel ironies that regulated the relative rights of the slavese(tm)
owners and other free people that were embodied in people held as slaves. Thus, it is argued that it
never makes sense to think of slave legal rights. This was so even when the lawmakers regulated the



individual masterse(tm) rights to treat their slaves as they wished. These regulations advanced
policies that the lawmakers perceived to be in the public interest within the context of a slave
society.
  slavery law and politics don edward fehrenbacher: Reader's Guide to American History
Peter J. Parish, 2013-06-17 There are so many books on so many aspects of the history of the United
States, offering such a wide variety of interpretations, that students, teachers, scholars, and
librarians often need help and advice on how to find what they want. The Reader's Guide to
American History is designed to meet that need by adopting a new and constructive approach to the
appreciation of this rich historiography. Each of the 600 entries on topics in political, social and
economic history describes and evaluates some 6 to 12 books on the topic, providing guidance to the
reader on everything from broad surveys and interpretive works to specialized monographs. The
entries are devoted to events and individuals, as well as broader themes, and are written by a team
of well over 200 contributors, all scholars of American history.
  slavery law and politics don edward fehrenbacher: At the Table of Power Diane M. Spivey,
2022-09-13 At the Table of Power is both a cookbook and a culinary history that intertwines social
issues, personal stories, and political commentary. Renowned culinary historian Diane M. Spivey
offers a unique insight into the historical experience and cultural values of African America and
America in general by way of the kitchen. From the rural country kitchen and steamboat floating
palaces to marketplace street vendors and restaurants in urban hubs of business and finance,
Africans in America cooked their way to positions of distinct superiority, and thereby
indispensability. Despite their many culinary accomplishments, most Black culinary artists have
been made invisible—until now. Within these pages, Spivey tells a powerful story beckoning and
daring the reader to witness this culinary, cultural, and political journey taken hand in hand with the
fight of Africans in America during the foundation years, from colonial slavery through the
Reconstruction era. These narratives, together with the recipes from the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, expose the politics of the day and offer insight on the politics of today. African American
culinary artists, Spivey concludes, have more than earned a rightful place at the table of culinary
contribution and power.
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