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Women in Politics in Nigeria: Breaking Barriers and Shaping the Nation

women in politics in nigeria have long been an essential yet underrepresented force in the
country’s political landscape. Despite facing numerous cultural, socio-economic, and institutional
challenges, Nigerian women continue to push boundaries, striving for greater participation and
influence in governance. Their journey is one of resilience, determination, and gradual
transformation, reflecting broader conversations about gender equality, democracy, and social
justice in Nigeria.

The Historical Context of Women in Nigerian Politics

Women’s involvement in Nigerian politics is not a new phenomenon, but their visibility and influence
have fluctuated over time. Pre-colonial societies in Nigeria often featured women in leadership roles
within their communities. For instance, figures like Queen Amina of Zazzau and Moremi Ajasoro are
celebrated for their political and military leadership. However, colonial and post-colonial political
structures largely marginalized women, limiting their access to formal political power.

During Nigeria’s early independence era, women began organizing politically, advocating for rights
and representation. Despite these efforts, patriarchal norms and systemic barriers made it difficult
for women to secure elected offices or decision-making roles in political parties.

Current Landscape: Representation and Participation

Today, women in politics in Nigeria face a complex environment. While progress has been made, the
percentage of women holding political office remains low compared to men. According to recent
data, women occupy roughly 5-7% of seats in the National Assembly, a figure far below global
averages and the African Union’s target of 30% representation.

Challenges Facing Women Politicians

Several factors contribute to the underrepresentation of women in Nigerian politics:

Cultural Norms and Patriarchy: Deep-rooted gender roles often discourage women from
pursuing public leadership roles, viewing politics as a male domain.

Financial Barriers: Political campaigns in Nigeria require substantial funding, which many
women struggle to access due to economic disparities.

Lack of Political Networks: Established political networks tend to exclude women, making it
harder for them to gain party nominations and support.



Violence and Intimidation: Political violence and intimidation disproportionately affect
women, deterring their active participation.

Government and Civil Society Initiatives

To address these challenges, various initiatives have been launched to empower women politically.
The Nigerian government, alongside international partners and local NGOs, has promoted gender-
sensitive policies and capacity-building programs. These efforts aim to:

Encourage political parties to adopt affirmative action policies.

Provide training on leadership skills and political campaigning for women.

Raise public awareness about the importance of women's political participation.

Though progress is gradual, such measures have begun to create more opportunities for female
politicians at local and national levels.

Influential Women Leaders Shaping Nigerian Politics

Despite the hurdles, numerous women have carved out significant political roles, inspiring future
generations. Some notable examples include:

Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala

A globally recognized economist and former Finance Minister, Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala has been a
trailblazer for women in Nigeria’s political and economic spheres. Her leadership at the World Trade
Organization further underscores the potential of Nigerian women on the international stage.

Senator Stella Oduah

As a former Minister of Aviation and a sitting Senator, Stella Oduah represents the growing
presence of women in legislative and executive roles. Her career highlights both the possibilities and
controversies that can accompany political life.



Oby Ezekwesili

A former Minister of Education and co-founder of the #BringBackOurGirls campaign, Ezekwesili has
been a vocal advocate for transparency, education reform, and women’s rights, demonstrating how
activism and politics intersect.

Strategies to Enhance Women’s Political Participation
in Nigeria

Increasing the number of women in Nigerian politics requires a multifaceted approach. Here are
some strategies that can help accelerate progress:

Implementing Quotas: Introducing mandatory quotas for women’s representation in political1.
parties and elected offices can ensure minimum levels of participation.

Financial Support Programs: Establishing funds or grants targeted at women candidates2.
can alleviate economic barriers to campaigning.

Mentorship and Networking: Creating platforms where experienced female politicians3.
mentor young women can build confidence and political skills.

Educational Campaigns: Promoting civic education that challenges stereotypes and4.
encourages women’s political engagement from an early age.

Strengthening Legal Frameworks: Enforcing anti-discrimination laws and protecting5.
women candidates from violence and intimidation.

These strategies, combined with societal attitude changes, can help shift the political culture toward
inclusivity.

The Role of Youth and Digital Media in Women’s
Political Empowerment

The rise of digital media and social platforms has opened new avenues for women in politics in
Nigeria. Young women, in particular, are leveraging social networks to:

Build grassroots movements and mobilize supporters.

Raise awareness about women’s issues and political campaigns.

Connect with mentors, funders, and political allies beyond traditional boundaries.



Social media campaigns like #WomenInPolitics and #GenderEqualityNigeria have increased
visibility for female politicians and created communities of support. This digital empowerment is
gradually eroding some of the barriers that once limited women’s political voices.

Cultural Shifts and the Future of Women in Nigerian
Politics

Changing long-standing cultural perceptions is crucial for advancing women’s political participation.
As more Nigerian women succeed in politics, they challenge stereotypes and inspire families and
communities to support female leadership. Education, media representation, and engagement with
traditional and religious leaders can foster more inclusive attitudes.

The future for women in politics in Nigeria looks promising as younger generations demand more
equitable representation. Continued advocacy, policy reform, and societal support will be key to
unlocking the full potential of Nigerian women as political leaders, decision-makers, and agents of
change.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the current representation of women in Nigeria's
National Assembly?
As of recent elections, women occupy approximately 7% of the seats in Nigeria's National Assembly,
reflecting a low but gradually increasing presence in legislative roles.

What challenges do women in Nigeria face when entering
politics?
Women in Nigeria face challenges such as cultural biases, limited access to funding, political
violence, and societal expectations that hinder their full participation in politics.

Who are some prominent Nigerian women in politics?
Notable Nigerian women in politics include Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, former Finance Minister; Aisha
Alhassan, former Minister of Women Affairs; and Obiageli Ezekwesili, former Vice President of the
World Bank's Africa division.

How has the Nigerian government supported women's
participation in politics?
The government has implemented policies like the National Gender Policy and endorsed affirmative
action to increase women's political participation, though enforcement and impact remain limited.



What role do Nigerian women play at the local government
level?
Women are increasingly participating in local government roles such as councilors and chairpersons,
where they influence grassroots governance and community development.

How does cultural perception impact women’s political
engagement in Nigeria?
Cultural perceptions often view politics as a male domain, discouraging women from participating
due to stereotypes, gender roles, and traditional expectations.

Are there any organizations promoting women’s political
involvement in Nigeria?
Yes, organizations like Women in Politics Forum (WIPF), Nigerian Women's Trust Fund (NWTF), and
Women Advocates Research and Documentation Center (WARDC) actively promote women's
political engagement.

What impact have Nigerian women politicians had on policy-
making?
Women politicians have contributed to policies on gender equality, education, health, and social
welfare, bringing focus to issues affecting women and marginalized groups.

How can the representation of women in Nigerian politics be
improved?
Improvement can be achieved through affirmative action policies, increased political funding for
women, public awareness campaigns, and mentorship programs for aspiring women politicians.

What was the significance of the 2023 general elections for
women in Nigerian politics?
The 2023 general elections saw a record number of women candidates, signaling growing interest
and participation, though women still faced significant barriers to winning major political offices.

Additional Resources
Women in Politics in Nigeria: Navigating Challenges and Shaping the Nation’s Future

women in politics in nigeria have long been a subject of both aspiration and scrutiny. Their
presence in the political landscape is a reflection of broader social, cultural, and economic dynamics
within the country. Despite constituting nearly half of Nigeria’s population, women remain
significantly underrepresented in political offices, a reality that has profound implications for



governance and policy-making. This article delves into the evolving role of women in Nigerian
politics, examining the barriers they face, their contributions, and the prospects for greater gender
inclusivity in the nation’s political arena.

The Historical Context of Women in Nigerian Politics

Understanding the current status of women in politics in Nigeria requires a look at the historical
trajectory of female political participation. Traditionally, Nigerian society has been patriarchal, with
leadership roles predominantly occupied by men. However, women have played crucial roles at the
community and regional levels, often as informal leaders or through advocacy in social and economic
spheres.

The post-independence era saw the gradual entry of women into formal politics, with figures such as
Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti, who was a prominent activist and one of the earliest female politicians.
Nevertheless, the political system remained largely inaccessible to women due to structural and
societal constraints. Over the decades, constitutional provisions and political reforms have aimed to
enhance gender equality, but progress has been slow.

Current Representation and Statistical Overview

Women’s representation in Nigeria’s political institutions continues to lag behind global averages.
According to the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), as of recent data, women hold less than 10% of
seats in Nigeria’s National Assembly. This figure pales in comparison to the global average of
around 25%, highlighting a significant gender gap.

At the sub-national level, women’s participation is also limited. State legislatures and local
government councils exhibit similarly low percentages of female politicians. This
underrepresentation extends to executive positions, where female governors and ministers are rare
exceptions.

Several factors contribute to this disparity:

Patriarchal cultural norms: Many communities uphold traditional beliefs that discourage
women from seeking leadership roles.

Economic barriers: Political campaigns in Nigeria often require substantial financial
resources, which women may find harder to access.

Political violence and intimidation: The political environment can be hostile, deterring
women from active participation.

Limited access to education and networks: Educational disparities and exclusion from
political patronage systems limit women’s opportunities.



Challenges Facing Women in Nigerian Politics

Socio-Cultural Constraints

The social fabric of Nigeria is woven with diverse ethnic and religious customs, many of which
influence perceptions of gender roles. In numerous communities, leadership is traditionally viewed
as a male prerogative, and women’s political ambitions may be discouraged or stigmatized. These
societal expectations often translate into resistance from family and community members when
women attempt to enter politics.

Financial and Structural Barriers

Campaign financing remains a significant hurdle for women in politics in Nigeria. The cost of
running for office is high, and political parties frequently favor candidates who can self-fund or
mobilize substantial resources. Women, generally having less access to wealth and financial
networks, face difficulties in mounting competitive campaigns.

Moreover, political party structures tend to be male-dominated, with informal gatekeeping
mechanisms that limit women’s candidacy and advancement. The absence of institutionalized gender
quotas within most parties contributes to the marginalization of female aspirants.

Political Violence and Intimidation

Nigeria’s political landscape is sometimes marred by violence and intimidation, especially during
election cycles. Women candidates may be disproportionately vulnerable to harassment, threats, and
even physical violence. The fear of such reprisals can discourage many prospective female
politicians from seeking office or participating actively in campaigns.

Progress and Notable Achievements

Despite these challenges, women in politics in Nigeria have made significant strides in recent years.
High-profile female politicians have broken barriers and set precedents for future generations.

Trailblazers and Role Models

Prominent figures such as Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, who served as Nigeria’s Finance Minister and later
as Director-General of the World Trade Organization, demonstrate the capacity of Nigerian women
to hold influential political and economic positions. Others, like Senator Stella Oduah and former
Minister of Education Oby Ezekwesili, have played pivotal roles in shaping national policies.



At the grassroots level, women have successfully contested local government elections, influencing
community development and governance. These successes challenge stereotypes and provide
tangible examples of female leadership.

Policy Interventions and Advocacy

Several Nigerian and international organizations have championed the cause of women’s political
empowerment. Initiatives aimed at increasing awareness, building capacity, and advocating for legal
reforms have gained momentum.

Key policy efforts include:

The National Gender Policy, which emphasizes the need for affirmative action to improve
women’s political representation.

Calls for the adoption of a minimum 35% quota for women in elective and appointive positions.

Programs by civil society groups that train women on political campaigning, leadership skills,
and voter education.

The Way Forward: Opportunities and Recommendations

For women in politics in Nigeria to achieve greater representation and influence, multifaceted
strategies must be employed.

Institutional Reforms

Implementing legislative gender quotas could dramatically increase the number of women in elected
offices. Such measures have proven effective in other African countries like Rwanda and South
Africa, where quotas have led to substantial increases in female parliamentary representation.

Political parties should also institutionalize gender-sensitive policies, ensuring women have
equitable access to party nominations, financial support, and leadership roles within party
structures.

Addressing Socio-Economic Barriers

Investing in education and economic empowerment programs for women can help bridge the
resource gap that restricts political participation. Scholarships, mentorship programs, and
entrepreneurship initiatives would bolster women’s capacities and confidence to engage in politics.



Promoting a Safer Political Environment

Ensuring the safety of all candidates, particularly women, is crucial. Authorities and electoral bodies
must enforce laws against political violence and implement measures that protect candidates from
intimidation. Public campaigns to change societal attitudes towards women in leadership can also
contribute to a more inclusive and respectful political culture.

Conclusion: The Emerging Influence of Women in
Nigerian Politics

The narrative of women in politics in Nigeria is one of resilience amid adversity. While
underrepresentation remains a stark reality, the persistent efforts of female politicians, advocates,
and civil society continue to reshape the political landscape. As Nigeria strides toward democratic
consolidation and social development, the inclusion of women in governance is not merely a matter
of equity but a strategic imperative for inclusive and responsive leadership.

The gradual but visible increase in women’s participation signals a transformative shift, promising a
political future where gender parity is not an aspiration but a norm.

Women In Politics In Nigeria

Find other PDF articles:
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-top3-02/pdf?docid=SXn87-1896&title=active-directory-cheat-s
heet-pdf.pdf

  women in politics in nigeria: Women and Politics in Nigeria John A. A. Ayoade, Elone J.
Nwabuzor, Adesina Sambo, 1992
  women in politics in nigeria: The Role of Nigerian Women in Politics Patrick Kenechukwu
Uchendu, 1993
  women in politics in nigeria: Promoting Gender Equality in Political Participation
Damilola Taiye Agbalajobi, 2021-03-17 This book analyses patterns of women’s political participation
and evaluates disparity between levels of women’s participation in politics and representation in
governance in Nigeria. It also examines the causes of women’s underrepresentation in governance
and decision-making as well as their implications for the country’s socioeconomic development and
describes strategies for increased women’s representation in governance and decision-making in
Nigeria. This study relies on political-culture and liberal-feminist theory and adopts a mixed-method
research design involving quantitative and qualitative methods. It uses multistage sampling in
selecting Nigeria’s South-East, North-West and South-West geopolitical-zones and 1206 women of
electoral age for the study survey conducted using structured questionnaire and in-depth interview.
  women in politics in nigeria: Women Representation in Governance in Nigeria Prof.
Abubakar O. Sulaiman, 2025-06-16 Despite accounting for 49.47% of the Nigerian population,
progress towards gender equity and women's empowerment in Nigeria has remained low, in

https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-020/pdf?ID=JOa63-3724&title=women-in-politics-in-nigeria.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-top3-02/pdf?docid=SXn87-1896&title=active-directory-cheat-sheet-pdf.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-top3-02/pdf?docid=SXn87-1896&title=active-directory-cheat-sheet-pdf.pdf


contrast to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG Target 5.5). In light of this, NILDS, under the
leadership of Prof. Abubakar O. Sulaiman and with support from the management of the National
Assembly, is creating a platform for intellectual discourse and engagements on women
socio-economic and political empowerment. The NILDS International Conference on Women in
Governance provided a platform for experts, government officials, policymakers, and other relevant
stakeholder across Africa, to discuss the challenges that women face in political participation and
governance in Nigeria and Africa at large. This ultimately led to this evidence-based scientific reader
that contributes to the corpus of literature in Africa.
  women in politics in nigeria: The Role of Nigerian Women in Politics Patrick Kenechukwu
Uchendu, 1993
  women in politics in nigeria: Women's Political Visibility and Media Access Oladokun
Omojola, 2014-06-12 The constitutions of most countries frown at gender discrimination. Local,
multinational and multilateral organizations in many developed and developing nations have
instituted policies and taken actions that address cases of injustice against women. But gender
inequity appears to be an issue beyond what constitutional provisions and corporate strategies can
address. How, for instance, does a statutory provision guarantee the equal visibility of men and
women in a news report, especially in a neoliberal democracy where the general patriarchal
character of the media aligns with the logic of commercialism which prioritizes profit and targets
mainly those who have the means of purchase? The invisibility of women in the media is a global
issue, and a great concern in Africa. Women’s Political Visibility and Media Access: The Case of
Nigeria, however, is about a country of over 160 million people; a population roughly divided equally
between male and female. The book, through empirical analyses and qualitative discourses,
agglomerates several perspectives regarding the visibility of women in the turbulent Nigerian
political terrain and the response of the media in that direction, in a concerted effort to resolve the
burning issues of gender equality in Nigeria. The book assesses the impact of aggressive tactics
from women in the political arena, “conscious reporting” of women by journalists, and the increased
use of ICTs by women as practical ways of bridging this wide gap.
  women in politics in nigeria: Nigeria in the Twenty-first Century Emmanuel Ike Udogu,
2005 Political stability and peaceful coexistence among Nigeria's diverse nationalities are imperative
for development and democratic consolidation and could serve as a model for the region and Africa
as a whole. This volume, put together by leading Nigerian scholars, addresses strategies for taming'
the military to avoid future coups; solving the ethnic diversity question through national
reconciliation; de-marginalising women in politics and society; reducing human rights violations
through the law and many other issues.
  women in politics in nigeria: The Nigerian National Assembly Joseph Yinka Fashagba,
Ola-Rotimi Matthew Ajayi, Chiedo Nwankwor, 2019-04-11 This book examines the role of the
legislature in the democratic governance of Nigeria. Once one of the foremost political institutions of
governance established in the early days of Colonial administration in Nigeria, the legislature has
had an inconsistent role since statehood, subject to repeat dissolution at the hands of various
military regimes. Focusing on the Nigerian Fourth Republic’s National Assembly (1999-present), this
book discusses in detail the ways in which the national assembly has handled each of its major
functions, the nature of the relationship between the assembly and the legislature, and the
institutional mechanism through which its internal business is facilitated and executed.
Furthermore, the chapters examine the level of assertiveness of the legislature, and the degree of
importance and weight attached to their contributions to governance in motions, resolutions, and
law-making. This book offers a unique look into legislative studies, an area which hasbeen
historically overlooked in the research on the Nigerian government, and will be useful to students
and researchers in African studies, democracy and state-building and legislative studies.
  women in politics in nigeria: Women, Politics, and Power Pamela Paxton, Melanie M.
Hughes, Tiffany D. Barnes, 2025-01-15 Women, Politics, and Power provides a clear and detailed
introduction to women’s political participation and representation across all branches of government



and a wide range of countries and regions. Using broad statistical overviews and detailed case-study
accounts, authors Pamela Paxton, Melanie M. Hughes, and Tiffany D. Barnes document both
historical trends and the contemporary state of women’s political strength across diverse countries.
The text considers experiences of women from a range of marginalized groups, including racial,
ethnic, and religious minorities; indigenous peoples; and those that face discrimination based on
their sexual orientation and gender identity. Readers will learn about cultural, structural, political,
and international influences on women’s access to political power, about the old and new barriers
women continue to face like violence, and about the difference women make once in political office.
Dedicated chapters on six geographic regions highlight distinct influences and patterns in different
parts of the world. There is simply no other book that offers such a thorough and multidisciplinary
synthesis of research on women’s political power around the world. The fifth edition includes the
latest information available on women in politics around the world, including current events as they
have unfolded across the globe. The newest thinking in the field is presented, including on violence
against women in politics and intersectional approaches.
  women in politics in nigeria: Nigerian Women in Cultural, Political and Public Spaces
Mobolanle Sotunsa, Anthonia Makwemoisa Yakubu, 2023-11-23 This book will provide empirical
engagements of African women in the private and public spaces and their adaptations, alterations
and and integration of the private and public spaces. This approach is contrary to most existing
studies which may not necessarily provide contextual and empirical evidences of the debates about
the spaces of women or interrogate both the private and public spaces in a single volume. This book
will offer a novel insight into gender and power dynamics, especially as it relates to the cultural
spaces, private spaces and public spaces which African women occupy and subjugate. The fourteen
papers in this book critically examine the African women in different positions within the private and
public spaces, the strong inhibiting presence of patriarchy, and the resistance women display to
empower themselves.
  women in politics in nigeria: The Political Economy of Colonialism and Nation-Building in
Nigeria Samuel Ojo Oloruntoba, 2021-09-28 This book examines the ways in which colonialism
continues to define the political economy of Nigeria sixty years after gaining political independence
from the British. It also establishes a link between colonialism and the continued agitation for
restructuring the political arrangement of the country. The contributions offer various perspectives
on how the forceful amalgamation of disparate units and diverse nationalities have undermined the
realization of the development potential of Nigeria. The book is divided into two parts. The first part
interrogates the political economy of colonialism and the implications of this on economic
development in contemporary Nigeria. The second part examines nation-building, governance, and
development in a postcolonial state. The failure of the postcolonial political elites to ensure inclusive
governance has continued to foster centrifugal and centripetal forces that question the legitimacy of
the state. The forces have deepened calls for secession, accentuated conflicts and predispose the
country to possible disintegration. A new government approach is required that would ensure equal
representation, access to power and equitable distribution of resources.
  women in politics in nigeria: Gender Politics and Governance in Africa T. Oladejo, 2021-01-04
Good governance is an index of human development. What constitutes good governance is holistic
and gender issues are key components in the formation and practice of governance. In pre-colonial
Africa, governance is inclusive of men and women. In the pre-colonial era, it could be argued that
women had spheres of power and powerlessness. In most post-colonial societies of Africa, it is a
rarity to accord women positions in government. Yet, the United Nations Conferences held in
Copenhagen (1980), Nairobi (1985), Beijing (1995) and New York (2000), all had drafts and
resolutions to change inequalities and vulnerabilities women encounter in public and private spaces.
What are the issues to understand in the inclusion or exclusion of women in governance of African
states and societies? This book explicates the experiential issues in gender, politics and governance.
The 'known' are the stereotypes accorded to women as weak and unfit to take strategic roles in
public life. Scholars across disciplines have debunked this perception. The known constantly linger



in perpetuity because the development plans of African states fail to understand what it takes to
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dimension. The chapters, while taking us through a theoretical overview of Nigerian women's
empowerment, also shows how institutions, values, religion, and culture can challenge feminist
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  women in politics in nigeria: Gender and National Development Nkem Fab-Ukozor,
Onyebuchi Chima Alexander, 2023-06-30 This book serves to shed a light on the position of women
in media and how these institutions shape the women’s contributions to national development. The
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social change.
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clashes have wreaked economic, political, and social havoc; caused an enormous number of deaths
and injuries; and posed serious obstacles to Nigeria's sociopolitical development as well as retarded
efforts at nation-building. The papers collected in this book serve as a critical part of an overall
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