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Interview with David Foster Wallace: Insights into the Mind of a Literary Genius

interview with david foster wallace offers a rare glimpse into the thoughts and creative
process of one of the most influential writers of the late 20th century. Known for his
intricate prose, deep philosophical inquiries, and unique narrative style, Wallace’s
interviews reveal not only his intellectual rigor but also his humility and humor. Diving into
these conversations helps readers and aspiring writers alike understand the complexities
behind his works and the man himself.

Understanding David Foster Wallace Through His
Interviews

David Foster Wallace’s interviews are as layered and thought-provoking as his novels and
essays. While his writing can seem dense or intimidating at first glance, his spoken words
often bring clarity and insight that demystify his literary approach. Many interviews reveal
his preoccupation with themes like addiction, the search for meaning, irony in culture, and
the challenges of contemporary life.

The Art of Conversation: Wallace’s Style in Interviews

Wallace’s conversational style in interviews is marked by a candid, reflective tone. Unlike
the often rehearsed or guarded responses typical of many authors, he approaches
questions with sincerity and a willingness to explore uncertainty. He frequently
acknowledges the difficulty of articulating complex ideas, which makes his interviews feel
more genuine and approachable.

For example, in his famous 1993 interview with Larry McCaffery, Wallace openly discusses
the pressures of literary fame and the struggle to balance accessibility with intellectual
depth. This honesty provides valuable lessons for writers on navigating public perception
without sacrificing artistic integrity.

Key Themes Explored in Interviews

Several recurring themes emerge across interviews with David Foster Wallace:

The Nature of Irony: Wallace often critiques the pervasive irony in postmodern
culture, advocating instead for sincerity and genuine connection.

Writing and Authenticity: He emphasizes the importance of writing from a place of
personal truth rather than pandering to trends or expectations.



Mental Health and Creativity: Wallace openly discusses his struggles with
depression and how it influenced his work, highlighting the complex relationship
between mental health and artistic output.

The Role of the Reader: He values the reader’s participation in meaning-making,
believing that literature is a collaborative experience.

These themes offer a rich framework for understanding his literary philosophy and provide
inspiration for creatives seeking to deepen their own craft.

Exploring Specific Interviews: Highlights and
Insights

Looking at particular interviews can shed light on different facets of Wallace’s personality
and ideas.

Interview with David Foster Wallace on “Infinite Jest”

When discussing his magnum opus, *Infinite Jest*, Wallace acknowledges the novel’s
complexity and length, admitting that it can be challenging even for him to navigate
sometimes. He explains that the sprawling structure was intentional, designed to mirror the
chaotic nature of contemporary life and the fragmented ways in which people experience
reality.

Wallace also comments on the novel’s themes of addiction and entertainment, describing
them as reflections on how modern society seeks escape and meaning. His reflections here
deepen readers’ appreciation for the book’s ambitious scope and thematic richness.

Wallace on Writing Nonfiction and Essays

In interviews about his nonfiction work, such as his celebrated essay “Consider the
Lobster,” Wallace reveals his meticulous approach to research and his desire to engage
readers with both humor and ethical inquiry. He discusses how nonfiction allows him to
explore real-world topics with a literary flair, blending factual reporting with personal
reflection.

This side of Wallace’s writing shows his versatility and commitment to exploring truth in
multiple forms, encouraging writers to experiment with different genres.



On Influence and Literary Legacy

Wallace often references his literary influences, including writers like Don DeLillo, Thomas
Pynchon, and Jorge Luis Borges. In interviews, he reflects on how these authors shaped his
understanding of narrative complexity and postmodern techniques, while also pushing him
to seek deeper emotional honesty in his own work.

He expresses both admiration and a desire to move beyond mere imitation, inspiring
writers to study their predecessors without losing their unique voice.

Lessons for Writers from Interview with David
Foster Wallace

For aspiring authors and literature enthusiasts, the interview with David Foster Wallace
offers several valuable takeaways:

Embrace Complexity Without Alienating Readers: Wallace’s work is challenging,
yet his interviews reveal his intent to connect rather than confuse. Writers can learn
to balance depth with clarity.

Value Sincerity Over Irony: In a culture saturated with sarcasm, Wallace’s push for
genuine emotional engagement is a refreshing reminder to write from the heart.

Accept the Struggle: Wallace does not shy away from discussing the difficulties of
writing and mental health, reminding creatives that perseverance is part of the
process.

Engage with Your Audience: His belief that readers play an active role in
interpreting texts encourages writers to consider their audience’s experience
thoughtfully.

These insights provide practical guidance for anyone navigating the often daunting world of
literary creation.

The Enduring Appeal of David Foster Wallace’s
Voice

Even years after his passing, interviews with David Foster Wallace continue to resonate
because they capture his distinctive blend of intellectual curiosity, empathy, and wit. His
reflections on the human condition, culture, and the craft of writing remain relevant and
inspiring.



For readers and writers alike, engaging with his interviews is like sitting down for an
earnest conversation with a brilliant mind — one that challenges, comforts, and invites you
to see the world through a more thoughtful lens. Whether you are diving into his novels,
essays, or spoken words, the experience is always deeply enriching.

Through these interviews, we gain not only a better understanding of David Foster
Wallace’s literary genius but also a glimpse into the vulnerability and passion that fueled
his work. It’s this openness that continues to draw new generations to explore his legacy
with renewed interest and admiration.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is David Foster Wallace and why is he significant in
literature?
David Foster Wallace was an American writer known for his complex and innovative prose
style. He is significant for his novels, essays, and short stories that explore themes of irony,
addiction, and the search for meaning in contemporary life.

What are some key insights from interviews with David
Foster Wallace?
In interviews, Wallace often discussed the challenges of writing, the importance of sincerity
and empathy in literature, and his views on postmodernism and irony. He emphasized the
need for genuine connection and understanding in both life and art.

Where can I find notable interviews with David Foster
Wallace?
Notable interviews with David Foster Wallace can be found in publications like The Paris
Review, Harper's Magazine, and The Believer. Many are also compiled in books such as
"Although Of Course You End Up Becoming Yourself."

What topics did David Foster Wallace usually address in
his interviews?
Wallace frequently addressed topics such as his writing process, the role of irony, mental
health, addiction, philosophy, and his perspectives on contemporary culture and media.

How did David Foster Wallace view the role of irony in
modern literature?
Wallace was critical of the overuse of irony in modern literature, believing it often created
distance rather than genuine engagement. He advocated for a return to sincerity and
emotional honesty in writing.



What personal struggles did David Foster Wallace
discuss in interviews?
Wallace openly discussed his struggles with depression and addiction, providing insight into
how these experiences influenced his work and worldview.

How have interviews with David Foster Wallace
contributed to understanding his work?
Interviews provide valuable context about Wallace's intentions, themes, and stylistic
choices, helping readers to better understand the complexity and depth of his writing.

What advice did David Foster Wallace give to aspiring
writers in interviews?
Wallace advised aspiring writers to focus on sincerity, to be aware of their own voice, and
to write with empathy and attention to detail rather than relying on gimmicks or irony.

Additional Resources
Interview with David Foster Wallace: Exploring the Mind Behind the Modern Literary Icon

Interview with David Foster Wallace offers a rare and compelling insight into the
thoughts, philosophies, and creative processes of one of the most influential American
writers of the late 20th and early 21st centuries. Known for his complex narratives,
encyclopedic knowledge, and profound explorations of contemporary culture, Wallace’s
interviews provide a window into the intellectual rigor and emotional depth that defined his
work. Engaging with these interviews allows readers and scholars alike to unpack the
nuances behind his storytelling, his approach to language, and his reflections on the human
condition.

The interview with David Foster Wallace is not merely a transcript of questions and answers
but a journey through the mind of an author grappling with the challenges of modernity,
fame, and the responsibilities of art. As a figure who bridged the gap between postmodern
experimentation and earnest philosophical inquiry, Wallace’s interviews are a treasure
trove for understanding the interplay between literary innovation and existential
exploration.

Context and Significance of Interviews with David
Foster Wallace

David Foster Wallace’s interviews hold significant value for literary critics, students, and
fans because they illuminate elements of his writing that are often obscured by his dense
prose. Whether discussing his magnum opus, *Infinite Jest*, or his essays on contemporary
culture and entertainment, Wallace’s spoken words reveal the intentions and motivations



behind his complex narratives.

Many interviews, including those featured in collections such as *Although Of Course You
End Up Becoming Yourself*, edited by David Lipsky, capture his candid reflections on topics
ranging from addiction and depression to the role of irony in literature. These dialogues
help contextualize his writings within the broader framework of American letters and
cultural critique.

Exploring Wallace’s Writing Philosophy Through
Interviews

One of the most revealing aspects of the interview with David Foster Wallace is his
approach to crafting narratives. Wallace often emphasized sincerity over cynicism,
challenging the prevailing postmodern tendency toward detachment and irony. He
articulated a desire to write works that foster genuine connection and empathy, rather than
alienation.

In interviews, Wallace frequently discussed his struggle with the tension between
complexity and accessibility. He acknowledged that his prose could be daunting but
insisted that the density was necessary to capture the intricacies of his themes, such as
addiction, consciousness, and the search for meaning. This balance between intellectual
rigor and emotional honesty is a hallmark of his style, and interviews shed light on how he
navigated this creative challenge.

The Role of Mental Health in Wallace’s Interviews

Mental health is a recurrent theme in interviews with David Foster Wallace, where he
openly addressed his battles with depression and anxiety. Rather than shying away from
these difficult topics, Wallace used his platform to destigmatize mental illness and explore
its impact on creativity.

These candid discussions provide important context for interpreting his work, which often
grapples with the burdens of self-awareness and the complexities of human suffering. His
interviews reveal how personal experience informed his literary explorations, offering a
profound meditation on the relationship between pain and art.

Key Themes and Insights from Notable Interviews

Throughout various interviews, Wallace touched on several key themes that resonate
deeply within his literary output:

Irony and Sincerity: Wallace critiqued the overuse of irony in contemporary culture,
advocating instead for a return to sincerity and authentic emotional engagement.



Entertainment and Culture: He analyzed the effects of mass entertainment on
attention spans and cultural discourse, insights that are particularly relevant in the
digital age.

Language and Communication: Wallace emphasized the power of language as a
tool to bridge gaps in understanding, highlighting the responsibility of writers to use it
thoughtfully.

These themes emerge organically in interviews where Wallace elaborates on his essays and
novels, providing readers with a deeper understanding of his intellectual landscape.

Comparative Perspectives: Wallace vs. Contemporary
Writers

Comparing Wallace’s interviews with those of his contemporaries reveals his unique
position within the literary world. While many authors embraced minimalism or
experimental fragmentation, Wallace stood out for his maximalist style and philosophical
depth. His interviews often underscore his commitment to addressing existential questions
head-on, a contrast to peers who preferred ambiguity or detachment.

This comparative analysis is valuable for SEO optimization as it incorporates relevant
keywords such as “David Foster Wallace literary style,” “postmodern American writers,”
and “philosophical fiction interviews,” thereby enhancing the article’s visibility for readers
interested in literary criticism and authorial insights.

The Impact of Wallace’s Interviews on Literary
Scholarship

Scholars frequently cite interviews with David Foster Wallace to support critical analyses
and interpretations of his work. These interviews offer first-person perspectives that enrich
textual readings, clarifying ambiguities and shedding light on his narrative choices.

For example, Wallace’s explanation of the narrative structure in *Infinite Jest* helps
demystify its daunting complexity. His discussions on the role of footnotes, thematic
layering, and character development are invaluable resources for academic research and
literary discourse.

Practical Takeaways from the Interview with
David Foster Wallace

For aspiring writers and literary enthusiasts, interviews with Wallace offer several practical
lessons:



Embrace Complexity: Don’t shy away from intricate ideas or challenging prose if it1.
serves the story’s depth and authenticity.

Balance Irony with Sincerity: Use irony judiciously, ensuring it doesn’t undermine2.
the emotional core of your work.

Address Personal Struggles Honestly: Incorporate genuine experiences to enrich3.
your narratives and connect with readers on a human level.

Value Language as a Tool: Pay careful attention to word choice and narrative voice4.
to enhance clarity and impact.

These insights gleaned from interviews highlight Wallace’s thoughtful approach to writing
and provide guidance that remains relevant in contemporary literary circles.

Noteworthy Interview Highlights

Some interviews stand out for their depth and candidness:

The David Lipsky Rolling Stone Interview (1996): Offers a comprehensive view
of Wallace’s thoughts on fame, writing, and his personal life during the rise of *Infinite
Jest*.

The Charlie Rose Interview (2003): Features a nuanced discussion about Wallace’s
views on irony, sincerity, and the cultural landscape of the early 2000s.

NPR Conversations: Various segments where Wallace discusses essays like
“Consider the Lobster,” showcasing his essayistic style and ethical reflections.

These recorded dialogues continue to be essential reference points for those studying
Wallace’s legacy.

In summary, the interview with David Foster Wallace is more than a simple exchange of
questions and answers; it is an intellectual exploration of a writer’s struggle to articulate
the complexities of contemporary life. These conversations enrich our understanding of his
work and invite ongoing reflection on the intersections between literature, culture, and
personal experience.
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  interview with david foster wallace: Conversations with David Foster Wallace Stephen
Burn, 2012-03-08 Conversations with the author of A Supposedly Fun Thing I'll Never Do Again,
Brief Interviews with Hideous Men, and Infinite Jest
  interview with david foster wallace: David Foster Wallace: The Last Interview David Foster
Wallace, 2012-12-18 In intimate and eloquent interviews, including the last he gave before his
suicide, the writer hailed by A.O. Scott of The New York Times as “the best mind of his generation”
considers the state of modern America, entertainment and discipline, adulthood, literature, and his
own inimitable writing style. In addition to Wallace’s last interview, the volume features a
conversation with Dave Eggers, a revealing Q&A with the magazine of his alma mater Amherst, his
famous Salon interview with Laura Miller following the publication of Infinite Jest, and more. These
conversations showcase and illuminate the traits for which Wallace remains so beloved: his
incomparable humility and enormous erudition, his wit, sensitivity, and humanity. As he eloquently
describes his writing process and motivations, displays his curiosity by time and again turning the
tables on his interviewers, and delivers thoughtful, idiosyncratic views on literature, politics,
entertainment and discipline, and the state of modern America, a fuller picture of this remarkable
mind is revealed.
  interview with david foster wallace: David Foster Wallace: The Last Interview Expanded with
New Introduction David Foster Wallace, 2018-08-28 An expanded edition featuring new interviews
and an introduction by the editor, a New York Times journalist and friend of the author A unique
selection of the best interviews given by David Foster Wallace, including the last he gave before his
suicide in 2008. Complete with an introduction by Foster Wallace's friend and NY Times journalist,
David Streitfeld. And including a new, never-before-published interview between Streitfeld and
Wallace.
  interview with david foster wallace: Conversations with David Foster Wallace Stephen J.
Burn, 2012-03-08 Across two decades of intense creativity, David Foster Wallace (1962-2008)
crafted a remarkable body of work that ranged from unclassifiable essays to a book about transfinite
mathematics to vertiginous fictions. Whether through essay volumes (A Supposedly Fun Thing I'll
Never Do Again, Consider the Lobster), short story collections (Girl with Curious Hair, Brief
Interviews with Hideous Men, Oblivion), or his novels (Infinite Jest, The Broom of the System), the
luminous qualities of Wallace's work recalibrated our measures of modern literary achievement.
Conversations with David Foster Wallace gathers twenty-two interviews and profiles that trace the
arc of Wallace's career, shedding light on his omnivorous talent. Jonathan Franzen has argued that,
for Wallace, an interview provided a formal enclosure in which the writer “could safely draw on his
enormous native store of kindness and wisdom and expertise.” Wallace's interviews create a
wormhole in which an author's private theorizing about art spill into the public record. Wallace's
best interviews are vital extra-literary documents, in which we catch him thinking aloud about his
signature concerns—irony's magnetic hold on contemporary language, the pale last days of
postmodernism, the delicate exchange that exists between reader and writer. At the same time, his
acute focus moves across MFA programs, his negotiations with religious belief, the role of footnotes
in his writing, and his multifaceted conception of his work's architecture. Conversations with David
Foster Wallace includes a previously unpublished interview from 2005, and a version of Larry
McCaffery's influential Review of Contemporary Fiction interview with Wallace that has been
expanded with new material drawn from the original raw transcript.
  interview with david foster wallace: The Cambridge Companion to David Foster Wallace
Ralph Clare, 2018-09-20 A compelling, comprehensive, and substantive introduction to the work of
David Foster Wallace.
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  interview with david foster wallace: Brief Interviews with Hideous Men David Foster
Wallace, 2009-09-24 In this thought-provoking and playful short story collection, David Foster
Wallace nudges at the boundaries of fiction with inimitable wit and seductive intelligence. Wallace's
stories present a world where the bizarre and the banal are interwoven and where hideous men
appear in many guises. Among the stories are 'The Depressed Person,' a dazzling and blackly
humorous portrayal of a woman's mental state; 'Adult World,' which reveals a woman's agonized
consideration of her confusing sexual relationship with her husband; and 'Brief Interviews with
Hideous Men,' a dark, hilarious series of imagined interviews with men on the subject of their
relations with women. Wallace delights in leftfield observation, mining the absurd, the surprising,
and the illuminating from every situation. This collection will enthrall DFW fans, and provides a
perfect introduction for new readers.
  interview with david foster wallace: David Foster Wallace in Context Clare Hayes-Brady,
2022-12-01 David Foster Wallace is regarded as one of the most important American writers of the
twentieth and twenty-first centuries. This book introduces readers to the literary, philosophical and
political contexts of Wallace's work. An accessible and useable resource, this volume conceptualizes
his work within long-standing critical traditions and with a new awareness of his importance for
American literary studies. It shows the range of issues and contexts that inform the work and
reading of David Foster Wallace, connecting his writing to diverse ideas, periods and themes. Essays
cover topics on gender, sex, violence, race, philosophy, poetry and geography, among many others,
guiding new and long-standing readers in understanding the work and influence of this important
writer.
  interview with david foster wallace: Corporeal Narrative in David Foster Wallace’s Fiction
Xiaomeng Wan, 2025-07-13 This book serves as a critical examination of contemporary American
literature by examining David Foster Wallace's incorporation of corporeal narrative techniques in his
novels, with a particular focus on The Broom of the System, Infinite Jest, and The Pale King. By
employing corporeal narratology as a conceptual framework, it sheds light on Wallace's profound
exploration of the human body and its societal implications. Through detailed analysis, the book
reveals how Wallace's narratives serve as a critique of contemporary issues such as self-alienation,
consumerism, and the dehumanizing effects of modern society. Designed for scholars and students
of literature, cultural studies, and narrative theory, this book provides a comprehensive
understanding of Wallace's literary legacy and his keen observations on the complexities of human
existence in the modern world.
  interview with david foster wallace: David Foster Wallace's Infinite Jest Stephen J. Burn,
2012-04-19 Infinite Jest has been hailed as one the great modern American novels and its author,
David Foster Wallace, who committed suicide in 2008, as one of the most influential and innovative
authors of the past 20 years. Don DeLillo called Infinite Jest a three-stage rocket to the future, a
work equal to the huge, babbling spin-out sweep of contemporary life, while Time Magazine
included Infinite Jest on its list of 100 Greatest Novels published between 1923-2006. David Foster
Wallace's Infinite Jest: A Reader's Guide was the first book to be published on the novel and is a key
reference for those who wish to explore further. Infinite Jest has become an exemplar for difficulty in
contemporary Fiction-its 1,079 pages full of verbal invention, oblique narration, and a scattered,
nonlinear, chronology. In this comprehensively revised second edition, Burn maps Wallace's
influence on contemporary American fiction, outlines Wallace's poetics, and provides a full-length
study of the novel, drawing out the most important themes and ideas, before surveying Wallace's
post-Infinite Jest output, including The Pale King.
  interview with david foster wallace: Approaches to Teaching the Works of David Foster
Wallace Stephen J. Burn, Mary K. Holland, 2019-08-01 Offers pedagogical techniques for teaching
the works of David Foster Wallace's novels, short stories, and essays. Includes considerations of
Wallace's literary techniques, philosophy, and literary ethics. Gives syllabus suggestions for
undergraduate and graduate courses in American literature surveys, first-year composition courses,
world-literature surveys, and high school courses.



  interview with david foster wallace: A Not-so-brief Interview with David Foster
Wallace’s Hideous Men Nandini Nalam, 2025 My thesis assesses the quality of
self-conceptualisation and self- representation in David Foster Wallace’s anthology ‘Brief Interviews
With Hideous Men.’ My first chapter articulates the struggle to represent the self, where I talk about
the postmodern fragmentation of thought and language, alongside silencing as a motif in Wallace’s
text. My second chapter then locates a subsequent, compromised self-representation that emerges
from the struggle. This self-representation is “negotiated” within complex artistic, familial or
relational spheres, and is ultimately characterised by shame, anger and lovelessness. Gender (as an
oppressive force) is considered. My third chapter ultimately locates an alternative outcome in
Wallace’s other characters, where their struggle to represent themselves results instead in an
idealistic, constantly revising paralysis. Here, I focus on stylistic choices like repetition or a dialogic
internal voice. Consistently, I am concerned with genre and how the gestural, episodic nature of the
short story lends itself to disembodied, alienated depictions of the self. I conclude with reflections on
masculinity and authorial reception.
  interview with david foster wallace: The Problem of Free Will in David Foster Wallace Paolo
Pitari, 2024-06-27 This book argues that David Foster Wallace failed to provide a response to the
existential predicament of our time. Wallace wanted to confront despair through art, but he
remained trapped, and his entrapment originates in the existentialist contradiction: the impossibility
of affirming the meaningfulness of life and an ethics of compassion while believing in free will. To
substantiate this thesis, the analysis reads Wallace in conversation with the existentialist
philosophers and writers who influenced him: Søren Kierkegaard, Fyodor Dostoevsky, Martin
Heidegger, Jean-Paul Sartre, Albert Camus, and Ludwig Wittgenstein. It compares his non-fiction
with the sociologies of Christopher Lasch, Zygmunt Bauman, Ulrich Beck and Elisabeth
Beck-Gernsheim, and Anthony Giddens. And it finds inspiration in Giacomo Leopardi, Friedrich
Nietzsche, and Emanuele Severino to conclude that the philosophy which pervades Wallace’s works
entails despair and represents the essence of our civilization’s interpretation of the world.
  interview with david foster wallace: Quack this Way Bryan A. Garner, 2013 Two friends, both
of them vocational snoots, sat down to film an interview in February 2006. Their subjects: language
and writing. The interviewee drove more than an hour, from Claremont to downtown Los Angeles.
The interviewer flew from Dallas. They spoke on film for 67 minutes and then walked uphill to a
nearby seafood restaurant, where they continued the running conversation they had started five
years earlier. They liked each other, and they seemed to understand each other. The rest is history.
This is the last long interview with David Foster Wallace.
  interview with david foster wallace: A Companion to David Foster Wallace Studies M.
Boswell, S. Burn, 2013-03-20 Criticism of the work of David Foster Wallace has tended to be
atomistic, focusing on a single aspect of individual works. A Companion to the Work of David Foster
Wa ll ace is designed as a professional study of all of Wallace's creative work. This volume includes
both thematic essays and focused examinations of each of his major works of fiction.
  interview with david foster wallace: Reading David Foster Wallace between philosophy
and literature Allard den Dulk, Pia Masiero, Adriano Ardovino, 2022-11-08 This book breaks new
ground by showing that the work of David Foster Wallace originates from and functions in the space
between philosophy and literature. Philosophy is not a mere supplement to or decoration of his
writing, nor does he use literature to illustrate pre-established philosophical truths. Rather, for
Wallace, philosophy and literature are intertwined ways of experiencing and expressing the world
that emerge from and amplify each other. The book does not advance a fixed or homogenous
interpretation of Wallace’s oeuvre but instead offers an investigative approach that allows for a
variety of readings. The volume features fourteen new essays by prominent and promising Wallace
scholars, divided into three parts: one on general aspects of Wallace’s oeuvre – such as his
aesthetics, form, and engagement with performance – and two parts with thematic focuses, namely
‘Consciousness, Self, and Others’ and ‘Embodiment, Gender, and Sexuality’.
  interview with david foster wallace: The Unspeakable Failures of David Foster Wallace



Clare Hayes-Brady, 2016-02-25 This book examines the writing of David Foster Wallace, hailed as
the voice of a generation on his death. Critics have identified horror of solipsism, obsession with
sincerity and a corresponding ambivalence regarding postmodern irony, and detailed attention to
contemporary culture as the central elements of Wallace's writing. Clare Hayes-Brady draws on the
evolving discourses of Wallace studies, focusing on the unifying anti-teleology of his writing, arguing
that that position is a fundamentally political response to the condition of neo-liberal America. She
argues that Wallace's work is most unified by its resistance to closure, which pervades the
structural, narrative and stylistic elements of his writing. Taking a broadly thematic approach to the
numerous types of 'failure', or lack of completion, visible throughout his work, the book offers a
framework within which to read Wallace's work as a coherent whole, rather than split along the lines
of fiction versus non-fiction, or pre- and post-Infinite Jest, two critical positions that have become
dominant over the last five years. While demonstrating the centrality of 'failure', the book also
explores Wallace's approach to sincere communication as a recurring response to what he saw as
the inane, self-absorbed commodification of language and society, along with less explored themes
such as gender, naming and heroism. Situating Wallace as both a product of his time and an artist
sui generis, Hayes-Brady details his abiding interest in philosophy, language and the struggle for an
authentic self in late-twentieth-century America.
  interview with david foster wallace: If Hemingway Wrote JavaScript Angus Croll, 2014-10-14
What if William Shakespeare were asked to generate the Fibonacci series or Jane Austen had to
write a factorial program? In If Hemingway Wrote JavaScript, author Angus Croll imagines short
JavaScript programs as written by famous wordsmiths. The result is a peculiar and charming
combination of prose, poetry, and programming. The best authors are those who obsess about
language—and the same goes for JavaScript developers. To master either craft, you must experiment
with language to develop your own style, your own idioms, and your own expressions. To that end, If
Hemingway Wrote JavaScript playfully bridges the worlds of programming and literature for the
literary geek in all of us. Featuring original artwork by Miran Lipova?a.
  interview with david foster wallace: Maximalism in Contemporary American Literature
Nick Levey, 2016-11-18 This book begins a new and foundational discussion of maximalism by
investigating how the treatment of detail in contemporary literature impels readers to navigate,
tolerate, and enrich the cultural landscape of postindustrial America. It studies the maximalist
novels of David Foster Wallace, Nicholson Baker, Thomas Pynchon, and others, considering how
overly-detailed writing serves the institutional, emotional, and intellectual needs of contemporary
readers and writers. The book argues that maximalist novels not only exceed perceived limits of
style, subject matter, and scope, but strive to remake the usefulness of books in contemporary
culture, refreshing the act of reading. Levey shows that while these novels are preoccupied with
detail and description, they are relatively unconcerned with the traditional goals of representation.
Instead, they use detail to communicate particular values and fantasies of intelligence, enthusiasm,
and ability attached to the management of complex and excessive information. Whether
reinvigorating the banal and trivial in mainstream culture, or soothing anxieties of human
insufficiency in the age of automation and the internet, these texts model significant abilities, rather
than just objects of significance, and encourage readers to develop habits of reading that
complement the demands of an increasingly detailed culture. Drawing upon a diverse range of
theoretical schools and cultural texts, including Thing Theory, Marxism, New Formalism, playlists,
blogs, and archival manuscripts, the book proposes a new understanding of maximalist writing and a
new way of approaching the usefulness of literary objects in contemporary culture.
  interview with david foster wallace: Suicide Century Andrew Bennett, 2017-10-05 Suicide
Century investigates suicide as an increasingly 'normalised' but still deeply traumatic and
profoundly baffling act in twentieth-century writing.
  interview with david foster wallace: Jonathan Franzen at the End of Postmodernism Stephen
J. Burn, 2011-10-27 Jonathan Franzen is one of the most influential, critically-significant and popular
contemporary American novelists. This book is the first full-length study of his work and attempts to



articulate where American fiction is headed after postmodernism. Stephen Burn provides a
comprehensive analysis of each of Franzen's novels - from his early work to the major success of The
Corrections - identifying key sources, delineating important narrative strategies, and revealing how
Franzen's themes are reinforced by each novel's structure. Supplementing this analysis with
comparisons to key contemporaries, David Foster Wallace and Richard Powers, Burn suggests how
Franzen's work is indicative of the direction of experimental American fiction in the wake of the
so-called end of postmodernism.
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