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Thomas Paine Age of Reason Summary: Exploring Faith, Reason, and Revolution

thomas paine age of reason summary offers a fascinating glimpse into one of
the most provocative and influential works of the late 18th century. Written
by Thomas Paine, a revolutionary thinker and writer, *The Age of Reason*
challenged traditional religious beliefs and advocated for a rational
approach to spirituality. This article will break down the key themes,
arguments, and historical context of Paine’s work, providing a clear
understanding of why it remains significant today.

Understanding the Historical Context of The Age
of Reason

Before diving into a detailed thomas paine age of reason summary, it’s
important to appreciate the time in which it was written. Paine composed *The
Age of Reason* during the late 1790s, a period marked by political upheaval
and the Enlightenment’s emphasis on reason and scientific inquiry. As a
prominent figure in both the American and French Revolutions, Paine’s
writings often intertwined ideas about liberty, governance, and religion.

The book was published in three parts between 1794 and 1807. Paine’s intent
was not just to criticize organized religion but also to encourage people to
think independently and critically about their beliefs. This was a bold move
in an era when religious institutions held significant power over society and
dissent could lead to persecution.

Core Themes in Thomas Paine Age of Reason
Summary

Critique of Organized Religion

One of the most striking aspects of *The Age of Reason* is Paine’s
condemnation of institutionalized religion. He attacks the corruption he
perceives within churches, suggesting that religious authorities manipulate
faith to control the masses. Paine argues that many religious doctrines are
based on superstition rather than fact.

He particularly targets the Christian Bible, questioning its divine
inspiration and highlighting contradictions and historical inaccuracies. This
skeptical approach was revolutionary at the time and sparked considerable



controversy, especially among devout believers.

Advocacy for Deism

Instead of endorsing atheism, Paine promotes Deism—a belief in a Creator who
does not intervene in human affairs or suspend the natural laws of the
universe. Deism was popular among many Enlightenment thinkers who wanted to
reconcile faith with reason.

In *The Age of Reason*, Paine emphasizes that reason and observation of the
natural world are sufficient to understand God’s existence. He encourages
readers to reject “mysteries” and miracles, focusing instead on the order and
design evident in nature. This shift from faith based on revelation to faith
grounded in reason was a defining feature of his argument.

Emphasis on Rational Inquiry

A central pillar of the thomas paine age of reason summary is the call for
rational inquiry. Paine urges individuals to question everything, including
religious dogma. His belief was that truth should be discovered through
evidence and logic rather than tradition or authority.

This advocacy for critical thinking aligns closely with Enlightenment ideals.
Paine’s writing encourages readers to educate themselves and make independent
judgments rather than blindly accepting inherited beliefs.

Key Arguments and Passages from The Age of
Reason

To grasp the essence of the thomas paine age of reason summary, it helps to
look at some of his most memorable statements:

- **On the Bible:** Paine famously asserts that the Bible is “a history, more
or less true,” but not the infallible word of God. He points out
inconsistencies, such as contradictory accounts and morally questionable
stories, to argue against its divine authority.

- **On Miracles:** Paine dismisses miracles as violations of natural laws and
argues that accepting them undermines reason. He writes that a true God would
not need to contravene the laws of nature to prove existence or power.

- **On Religion and Morality:** While critical of religion, Paine does not
reject morality. Instead, he suggests that ethical behavior comes from human
reason and empathy rather than religious commandments.



The Impact of Paine’s Writing Style

Paine’s prose in *The Age of Reason* is straightforward and passionate,
making complex ideas accessible. His tone combines persuasive rhetoric with a
conversational style that invites readers to engage deeply but without
feeling alienated. This approach helped spread Enlightenment values beyond
academic circles and into the broader public discourse.

Legacy and Influence of The Age of Reason

The thomas paine age of reason summary reveals a work that was both
groundbreaking and polarizing. Upon publication, it faced backlash from
religious institutions and many contemporaries who saw it as blasphemous.
Paine’s reputation suffered, especially in the United States, where his
earlier revolutionary heroism was overshadowed by the controversy.

However, *The Age of Reason* also inspired countless free-thinkers and
secularists. It laid important groundwork for modern secular humanism and the
ongoing dialogue about the role of religion in society. Paine’s insistence on
reason and skepticism continues to resonate in debates about faith, science,
and individual rights.

Why Reading The Age of Reason Still Matters Today

In a world where questions about religion and spirituality remain deeply
personal and often contentious, Paine’s work encourages a spirit of inquiry
and openness. Whether you agree with his conclusions or not, *The Age of
Reason* invites readers to reflect on the foundations of their beliefs and
the importance of intellectual freedom.

For anyone interested in the history of ideas, enlightenment philosophy, or
the intersection of religion and politics, understanding the thomas paine age
of reason summary offers valuable insights into how critical thinking
challenged established norms and continues to shape modern thought.

Tips for Engaging with Paine’s Work

If you’re planning to read *The Age of Reason* or explore its themes, here
are some helpful tips:

Contextualize historically: Familiarize yourself with the Enlightenment
and revolutionary periods to better understand Paine’s motivations.



Read critically: Consider both the strengths and limitations of Paine’s
arguments, especially given the time it was written.

Explore related works: Look into other Enlightenment thinkers like
Voltaire, Locke, or Rousseau for a broader perspective on reason and
religion.

Reflect on personal beliefs: Use Paine’s call for reason as a prompt to
examine your own assumptions and values.

By approaching *The Age of Reason* with an open and thoughtful mindset,
readers can gain a deeper appreciation for the ongoing dialogue between faith
and reason—a conversation that Thomas Paine played a pivotal role in shaping.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Thomas Paine's 'Age of
Reason'?
The main theme of Thomas Paine's 'Age of Reason' is a critique of organized
religion and an advocacy for deism, emphasizing reason, free thought, and the
rejection of traditional religious dogma.

How does Thomas Paine summarize the role of reason
in 'Age of Reason'?
Thomas Paine argues that reason is the primary tool for understanding the
world and evaluating religious beliefs, promoting rational inquiry over blind
faith.

What criticisms does Thomas Paine make about the
Bible in 'Age of Reason'?
Paine criticizes the Bible for containing contradictions, historical
inaccuracies, and moral inconsistencies, asserting that it should not be
accepted as infallible or literally true.

How does 'Age of Reason' reflect Thomas Paine’s
views on organized religion?
In 'Age of Reason,' Paine expresses skepticism toward organized religion,
viewing it as corrupt and manipulative, and encourages individuals to seek
spirituality through personal reason and observation of the natural world.



What impact did Thomas Paine's 'Age of Reason' have
during its time?
The 'Age of Reason' was controversial and influential, sparking debate about
religion and enlightenment values, and it contributed to the rise of
secularism and free thought in the 18th and 19th centuries.

Additional Resources
**Thomas Paine Age of Reason Summary: A Critical Examination of Enlightenment
Rationalism**

thomas paine age of reason summary provides an essential overview of one of
the most provocative and influential works of the Enlightenment era. Thomas
Paine’s *The Age of Reason* is not merely a critique of organized religion
but a robust defense of deism and rational inquiry. As a seminal text, it
challenged prevailing theological doctrines and invited readers to reconsider
the foundations of faith through the lens of reason. This article delves
deeply into Paine’s arguments, contextual relevance, and enduring impact,
offering a comprehensive understanding of the work’s themes and
controversies.

Contextual Background of *The Age of Reason*

Written in the late 18th century, *The Age of Reason* emerged amidst the
intellectual fervor of the Enlightenment, a period that prized reason,
scientific inquiry, and skepticism toward traditional authority. Thomas
Paine, already renowned for his political pamphlets such as *Common Sense*,
turned his critical gaze toward religion, sparking intense debate.

Paine’s work was published in three parts between 1794 and 1807. It coincided
with revolutionary changes in America and France, reflecting a broader
societal shift questioning the role of religion in governance and personal
life. His *Age of Reason summary* is incomplete without acknowledging this
historical backdrop, which shaped his arguments and the public's reception.

Core Themes and Philosophical Foundations

At its heart, *The Age of Reason* advocates for deism—the belief in a creator
based on reason and observation of the natural world, rather than revelation
or dogma. Paine’s critique targets institutionalized religion, particularly
Christianity, which he accuses of perpetuating superstition and moral
corruption. His approach is analytical, dissecting the Bible's
inconsistencies and questioning the authenticity of miracles.



Rationalism Versus Revelation

One of the pivotal elements in any thomas paine age of reason summary is the
tension between reason and revelation. Paine argues that true religion must
be founded on reason and empirical evidence, not on unverifiable claims or
mystical experiences. He asserts that the Bible, far from being divinely
inspired, contains contradictions and errors that undermine its authority.

Criticism of Organized Religion

Paine’s skepticism extends to clergy and religious institutions. He views
organized religion as a tool for control, often exploiting fear and ignorance
to maintain power. This critical stance places *The Age of Reason* alongside
other Enlightenment texts that question the legitimacy of religious
hierarchy.

Defense of Deism

Unlike atheism, Paine’s deism accepts the existence of a creator but rejects
supernatural intervention. He emphasizes the perfection of the natural world
as evidence of a rational designer. This position aligns with other
Enlightenment thinkers who sought a middle ground between dogmatic religion
and atheistic materialism.

Structure and Composition of *The Age of
Reason*

The work is structured as a series of essays that progressively build Paine’s
case. It begins with an examination of the Bible’s composition and
authorship, then moves to theological arguments and finally to practical
implications for society.

Part I: Critique of the Bible

Paine dissects the origins of the Bible, highlighting its compilation from
various authors over centuries. He points out discrepancies between the Old
and New Testaments and challenges miracles as violations of natural law. This
section is fundamental for understanding Paine’s method of using textual
criticism as a tool for religious analysis.



Part II: Theological Arguments

Here, Paine elaborates on his deistic beliefs, discussing the nature of God
and morality. He rejects the idea of divine revelation, advocating instead
for a religion based on universal truths accessible through reason.

Part III: Societal and Ethical Implications

The final part addresses the consequences of religious belief on social order
and individual freedom. Paine warns against the dangers of fanaticism and
clerical influence on politics, emphasizing the importance of secular
governance.

Impact and Reception

*The Age of Reason* provoked polarized reactions. While many Enlightenment
thinkers praised its boldness and intellectual rigor, religious authorities
condemned it as blasphemous. In America and Europe, the book was often banned
or censored, yet it circulated widely, influencing reformers and secularists.

Legacy in Religious and Political Thought

Paine’s work contributed significantly to the rise of secular humanism and
the separation of church and state. His emphasis on reason as the foundation
of belief foreshadowed later developments in critical biblical scholarship
and modern atheistic discourse.

Controversies and Criticisms

Critics argue that Paine’s dismissal of scripture overlooks its historical
and allegorical dimensions. Some scholars contend that his interpretations
sometimes lack nuance, reducing complex theological concepts to simplistic
rationalist critiques.

Relevance in Contemporary Discourse

More than two centuries since its publication, *The Age of Reason* remains
relevant in discussions about faith, secularism, and the role of religion in
public life. Its themes resonate in modern debates on religious pluralism,
scientific skepticism, and freedom of thought.



Comparisons with Modern Rationalist Works

When compared with contemporary works that critique religion—such as those by
Richard Dawkins or Christopher Hitchens—Paine’s *Age of Reason* stands out
for its historical significance and foundational role in Enlightenment
thought. Unlike some modern atheists, Paine retains a belief in a creator,
positioning him uniquely within the spectrum of religious critique.

Educational Value and Challenges

For students of philosophy, theology, and history, *The Age of Reason* offers
a critical primary source for understanding Enlightenment critiques of
religion. However, its 18th-century prose and context-specific arguments can
pose challenges, necessitating careful interpretation.

Summary of Key Points in *The Age of Reason*

Advocates for deism based on reason and observation, rejecting
supernatural revelation.

Critiques the Bible for inconsistencies, historical inaccuracies, and
reliance on miracles.

Condemns organized religion as a means of social control and
superstition.

Promotes secular governance free from clerical interference.

Emphasizes the importance of individual liberty and free thought in
religious matters.

The thomas paine age of reason summary underscores a text that remains a
touchstone for rational critique of religion, highlighting the ongoing
dialogue between faith and reason. Its enduring influence is a testament to
the power of questioning orthodoxy and advocating for intellectual freedom.
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  thomas paine age of reason summary: The Age of Reason [Christmas Summary
Classics] Thomas Paine, 2013-12 Christmas Summary Classics This series contains summary of
Classic books such as Emma, Arne, Arabian Nights, Pride and prejudice, Tower of London, Wealth of
Nations etc. Each book is specially crafted after reading complete book in less than 30 pages. One
who wants to get joy of book reading especially in very less time can go for it. About The Book
THOMAS PAINE In 1774, Thomas Paine, thirty-seven years of age, landed unknown and penniless in
the American colonies. Born at Thetford, Norfolk, England, Jan. 29, 1737, of poor Quaker parents, he
had tried many occupations, and had succeeded in none. Within two years he had become an
intellectual leader of the American Revolution. Beginning his literary career with an attack on
slavery, he continued it in 1776 by publishing his pamphlet Common Sense, which gave an electric
inspiration to the cause of separation and republicanism among the colonists. After serving the new
commonwealth in office and with his pen, he went to France on an official mission in 1781; then
returned to his native England, intent on furthering his views. In 1793 Paine wrote the first part of
The Age of Reason, which aroused a storm of indignation, but undaunted, he added a second and a
third part to the work, consisting mostly of amplifications of some of the contentions advanced in the
first part, in the writing of which Paine had no Bible to consult. The book, the first part of which was
published in 1794, the second part in 1795, and the third in 1801, is an exposition of Deism on a
purely scientific basis; the visible creation was everything to Paine in his reasonings, the religious
hopes, fears and aspirations of men were nothing at all--this universal human phenomenon was
curtly dismissed by him as a universal human delusion. Many of his comments on the Bible were
rather crude anticipations of the modern Higher Criticism. But in dealing with the Bible, Paine
showed the animus of a prosecuting counsel rather than the impartiality of a judge. His stormy life
ended on July 8, 1809. (See also ECONOMICS, Vol. XIV.) For more eBooks visit www.kartindo.com
  thomas paine age of reason summary: The Age of Reason Thomas Paine, 1957 Paine's
years of study and reflection on the role of religion in society culminated with this, his final work. An
attack on revealed religion from the deist point of view -- embodied by Paine's credo, I believe in one
God, and no more -- its critical and objective examination of Old and New Testaments cites
numerous contradictions.
  thomas paine age of reason summary: The Age of Reason Thomas Paine, 1877 Paine's years
of study and reflection on the role of religion in society culminated with this, his final work. An
attack on revealed religion from the deist point of view -- embodied by Paine's credo, I believe in one
God, and no more -- its critical and objective examination of Old and New Testaments cites
numerous contradictions.
  thomas paine age of reason summary: The Age of Reason Thomas Paine, 2023-12-05 A
major actor in the American Revolution, the English intellectual Thomas Paine (1737-1809) is best
remembered for his pamphlet Common Sense (1776), which advocated American independence from
Britain. Although accorded honorary French citizenship in 1792 for his republican Rights of Man,
Paine was later imprisoned and narrowly escaped the guillotine. It was around this time that he
started to write The Age of Reason, originally published in two parts between 1794 and 1795.In Part
1, Paine outlines his personal religious views and attacks institutional faith as a human invention,
while Part 2 analyses the Bible and highlights its contradictions. The work was met with great
hostility in Britain and denounced as espousing atheism, while in America it led to a short-lived
revival of deism but was also much reviled. This reissue includes both parts and affords valuable
insight into radical freethinking during the age of revolutions.MISSIONS AND REVELATIONSEvery
national church or religion has established itself by pretending some special mission from God,
communicated to certain individuals. The Jews have their Moses; the Christians their Jesus Christ,
their apostles and saints; and the Turks their Mahomet; as if the way to God was not open to every
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man alike.Each of those churches shows certain books, which they call revelation, or the Word of
God. The Jews say that their Word of God was given by God to Moses face to face; the Christians say,
that their Word of God came by divine inspiration; and the Turks say, that their Word of God (the
Koran) was brought by an angel from heaven. Each of those churches accuses the other of unbelief;
and, for my own part, I disbelieve them all.As it is necessary to affix right ideas to words, I will,
before I proceed further into the subject, offer some observations on the word revelation. Revelation
when applied to religion, means something communicated immediately from God to man.
  thomas paine age of reason summary: The Age of Reason Thomas Paine, 2023-10-01 The Age
of Reason by Thomas Paine; Eric Sutton: Embark on a profound intellectual journey as Thomas Paine
challenges conventional beliefs, advocating for reason, logic, and individual freedom in this
influential work that played a pivotal role in shaping the Age of Enlightenment. Key points: Rational
Inquiry: Join Paine in his exploration of religious and philosophical ideas, as he critically examines
traditional religious doctrines, questions the authority of established institutions, and champions the
power of reason and critical thinking as essential tools for navigating the complexities of life.
Enlightenment Principles: Discover Paine's passionate defense of human rights, religious tolerance,
and political liberty, as he articulates his vision for a more enlightened and egalitarian society,
advocating for the dismantling of oppressive systems and the empowerment of individuals. Enduring
Influence: Recognize the lasting impact of Paine's ideas on political and intellectual discourse, as
The Age of Reason continues to inspire generations of thinkers, serving as a catalyst for social
change, and offering a timeless call to embrace reason, knowledge, and the pursuit of truth. The Age
of Reason by Thomas Paine; Eric Sutton: The Age of Reason, skillfully translated by Eric Sutton, is a
seminal work by Thomas Paine that challenges religious dogma and advocates for rational thinking
and individual freedom. Paine, a leading figure of the Enlightenment, presents a compelling case for
skepticism and critical inquiry, questioning traditional religious beliefs and advocating for a more
rational approach to understanding the world. Through persuasive arguments and sharp analysis, he
examines the inconsistencies and contradictions within religious doctrines, promoting the idea that
reason should be the guiding principle in matters of faith. The Age of Reason remains a
thought-provoking and influential treatise that continues to ignite intellectual debates and inspire
individuals to question long-held beliefs.
  thomas paine age of reason summary: Apologetic Works 4 Joseph C. Harrod, 2024-07-22 In
The Gospel Its Own Witness (1799), Andrew Fuller not only engaged with Thomas Paine’s attack on
Christianity and on the reliability of the Bible, but also interacted with the philosophical position of a
number of Enlightenment thinkers. This critical edition is based on the third edition of Fuller’s
treatise (1802) and includes a detailed introduction that sets the work in its provenance.
  thomas paine age of reason summary: Thomas Paine Bruce Kuklick, 2018-05-08 Thomas
Paine is a unique political thinker who has continued to attract scholarly and popular attention from
the time he wrote about both the American and French Revolutions at the end of the eighteenth
century. This collection brings together the most recent essays debating the meaning and relevance
of Paine's works. It includes an historiographical survey of scholarship about Paine and articles by
the leading authorities in the field. The essays survey his life, analyze his ideas, place them in their
social and intellectual context, and appraise their significance today.
  thomas paine age of reason summary: A Brief History of American Literature Richard
Gray, 2010-12-28 A Brief History of American Literature offers students and general readers a
concise and up-to-date history of the full range of American writing from its origins until the present
day. Represents the only up-to-date concise history of American literature Covers fiction, poetry,
drama and non-fiction, as well as looking at other forms of literature including folktales, spirituals,
the detective story, the thriller and science fiction Considers how our understanding of American
literature has changed over the past twenty years Offers students an abridged version of History of
American Literature, a book widely considered the standard survey text Provides an invaluable
introduction to the subject for students of American literature, American studies and all those
interested in the literature and culture of the United States



  thomas paine age of reason summary: Thomas Paine and His Common Sense | Author and
Thinker | American Revolution | Grade 4 Biography | Children's Biographies Dissected Lives,
2020-12-31 During the heat of the American Revolution, Thomas Paine created and distributed a
pamphlet of Common Sense. What was written in that pamphlet? Why did Thomas Paine call it
Common Sense? This inspiring historic book features the life and times of Thomas Paine, while
highlighting his contributions in the revolution. Grab a copy today.
  thomas paine age of reason summary: The Age of Reason Thomas Paine, 2010-09 Before his
arrest and imprisonment in France, knowing that he would probably be arrested and executed,
Paine, following in the tradition of early eighteenth-century British deism, wrote the first part of The
Age of Reason, an assault on organized revealed religion combining a compilation of inconsistencies
he found in the Bible with his own advocacy of deism, calling for free rational inquiry into all
subjects, especially religion. The Age of Reason critique on institutionalized religion resulted in only
a brief upsurge in deistic thought in America, but would later result in Paine being derided by the
public and abandoned by his friends.
  thomas paine age of reason summary: Thomas Paine J. C. D. Clark, 2018-03-16 Thomas Paine
(1737-1809) was England's greatest revolutionary: no other reformer was as actively involved in
events of the scale of the American and French Revolutions, and none wrote such best-selling texts
with the impact of Common Sense and Rights of Man. No one else combined the roles of activist and
theorist, or did so in the 'age of revolutions', fundamental as it was to the emergence of the 'modern
world'. But his fame meant that he was taken up and reinterpreted for current use by successive
later commentators and politicians, so that the 'historic Paine' was too often obscured by the 'usable
Paine'. J. C. D. Clark explains Paine against a revised background of early- and
mid-eighteenth-century England. He argues that Paine knew and learned less about events in
America and France than was once thought. He de-attributes a number of publications, and
passages, hitherto assumed to have been Paine's own, and detaches him from a number of causes
(including anti-slavery, women's emancipation, and class action) with which he was once associated.
Paine's formerly obvious association with the early origin and long-term triumph of natural rights,
republicanism, and democracy needs to be rethought. As a result, Professor Clark offers a picture of
radical and reforming movements as more indebted to the initiatives of large numbers of men and
women in fast-evolving situations than to the writings of a few individuals who framed lasting, and
eventually triumphant, political discourses.
  thomas paine age of reason summary: New Directions in Thomas Paine Studies S. Cleary, I.
Stabell, 2016-04-08 Named moral father of the Internet by Wired Magazine and quoted by President
Barack Obama in his historic first inaugural address, Thomas Paine is an American revolutionary
figure who continues to intrigue and infuriate. New Directions in Thomas Paine Studies offers an
interdisciplinary perspective on Paine's distinctive influence on a number of eighteenth-century
discourses, from politics and literature, to human rights and religion. This volume aims to expand
the field of study on one of the most important figures not simply in the American, but the global
revolutionary period of the late eighteenth-century. Drawing on an international group of scholars
who hope to deconstruct the nationalistic boundaries that have hampered Paine studies for decades,
the essays offer not only new interpretations of Paine's major works, but new methodologies that
reflect the enduring presence of Paine in American cultural discourse.
  thomas paine age of reason summary: Word Crimes Joss Marsh, 1998-08-15 In 1883
newspaper editor G.W. Foote stood trial three times for blasphemy. Here Joss Marsh reconstructs
the forgotten cases of more than 200 working-class blasphemers in Victorian England, whose
stubborn refusal to silence their hooligan voices, along with Foote, helped secure our rights to speak
and write freely today. 22 photos.
  thomas paine age of reason summary: The National Reformer , 1870
  thomas paine age of reason summary: Benjamin Franklin Christopher J. Murrey, 2002
Benjamin Franklin is generally considered one of America's most versatile and talented statesmen,
scientists, and philosophers. His achievements include publisher of Poor Richard's Almanac and



many articles on political, economic, religious, philosophical and scientific subjects. He was the
inventor of bifocals, the Franklin stove, lightening rod, he was one of the signers of the 'Declaration
of Independence', and the founder of, what is now the University of Pennsylvania. This book presents
a detailed and riveting review of Franklin's life based on excerpts from the renowned 1899 book on
Franklin by Sydney George Fisher. This overview is augmented by a substantial selective
bibliography, which features access through title, subject and author indexes.
  thomas paine age of reason summary: Great Books Written in Prison J. Ward Regan,
2015-03-07 Many of the world's most important historical figures were imprisoned for holding
unpopular or unorthodox beliefs. They used their time behind bars to write books that shaped the
course of history. This collection of new essays offers a wide-ranging examination of influential
works written--in whole or in part--while their authors were in prison or exile. Each chapter explores
a different text and contains a brief biography and summary of the circumstances surrounding the
author's imprisonment, along with a critical examination of the writing and its legacy. Authors
covered include Plato, Thomas Paine, Gandhi, Thoreau, Bertrand Russell, Hitler and Martin Luther
King, Jr.
  thomas paine age of reason summary: The Atheist's Creed Michael Palmer, 2010-10-29 In
The Atheist's Creed a prominent and widely-read contemporary philosopher, Dr Michael Palmer,
presents the most comprehensive anthology of the major philosophical arguments for atheism now
before the public. While the so-called 'new atheism' of RichardDawkins and others has attracted
considerable publicity, it is these philosophical arguments that have down the ages provided the
principal landmarks in the unfolding and increasingly widespread belief that no God exists. Using a
combination of extracts,detailed introductions, biographies and extensive bibliographies, the author
guides the reader through the history of atheism, from the time of the early Greeks down to the
present day. In this analysis particular attention is given to the writings of Hume, Nietzsche, Marx
and Freud. The Atheist's Creed requires no specialist knowledge of philosophy. Each chapter is
structured around a single theme and the various authors coordinated to allow the full force of the
particular atheistic argument to emerge.The result is a compelling and powerful assessment of the
case for atheism, which will be essential and fascinating reading for student and non-student alike
and for all those concerned with the fundamental question: whether or not there is a God.
  thomas paine age of reason summary: Selected Writings of Thomas Paine Thomas Paine,
2014-01-01 A central figure in Western history and American political thought, Thomas Paine
continues to provoke debate among politicians, activists, and scholars. People of all ideological
stripes are inspired by his trenchant defense of the rights and good sense of ordinary individuals,
and his penetrating critiques of arbitrary power. This volume contains Paine’s explosive Common
Sense in its entirety, including the oft-ignored Appendix, as well as selections from his other major
writings: The American Crisis, Rights of Man, and The Age of Reason. It also contains several of
Paine’s shorter essays. All the documents have been transcribed directly from the originals, making
this edition the most reliable one available. Essays by Ian Shapiro, Jonathan Clark, Jane Calvert, and
Eileen Hunt Botting bring Paine into sharp focus, illuminating his place in the tumultuous decades
surrounding the American and French Revolutions and his larger historical legacy.
  thomas paine age of reason summary: An Outline of Christianity , 1926
  thomas paine age of reason summary: An Outline of Christianity: Christianity and modern
thought , 1926
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