croly the promise of american life

**Croly The Promise of American Life: Exploring the Vision Behind a Nation’s
Ideal**

croly the promise of american life is more than just a phrase; it is a
powerful narrative that has shaped the understanding of what America stands
for. At the heart of this phrase lies a vision of progress, democracy, and
the enduring belief in the potential of the American people. To truly
appreciate "Croly the promise of American life," one must delve into the
ideas of Herbert Croly, the influential thinker and writer who articulated a
transformative vision for the United States during a pivotal era in its
history.

Who Was Herbert Croly?

Herbert Croly was an American intellectual, journalist, and political thinker
active in the early 20th century. His work left an indelible mark on American
political philosophy, particularly through his seminal book, *The Promise of
American Life*, published in 1909. Croly’s ideas emerged during the
Progressive Era, a time when the U.S. was grappling with rapid
industrialization, social inequality, and political reform.

Croly advocated for a strong, active government that could harness the power
of modern society to promote social justice and economic opportunity. His
vision challenged the traditional laissez-faire approach and argued that the
government should play a central role in ensuring fairness and equality for
all citizens.

The Core Ideas Behind Croly’s Promise

At its essence, "Croly the promise of American life" encapsulates the belief
that America is a nation of opportunity, but that opportunity must be
nurtured by collective effort and enlightened governance. Croly’s promise was
not a naive optimism but a call for pragmatic reform grounded in democratic
ideals.

Progressivism and Government Intervention

Croly believed that the federal government needed to step in to regulate big
businesses and protect workers’ rights. Unlike the prevailing notion that
government should stay out of economic affairs, Croly argued that unchecked
capitalism led to monopolies, exploitation, and social fragmentation.



He proposed a "New Nationalism," where the government would act as a steward
of public welfare, balancing individual liberty with social responsibility.
This approach inspired many Progressive reformers who sought to curb
corporate power while expanding democratic participation.

Democracy as a Living Promise

For Croly, democracy was not a static institution but a living, evolving
promise that required constant renewal. He emphasized the importance of
education, civic engagement, and a robust public sphere where citizens could
participate meaningfully in shaping their society.

This aspect of Croly’s thought highlights the ongoing nature of the “promise
of American life” — it is a commitment to building a more equitable and just
society, not a fixed destination.

The Impact of *The Promise of American Life* on
American Thought

Croly’'s book became a foundational text for progressive intellectuals and
policymakers alike. It influenced key figures such as Theodore Roosevelt and
Woodrow Wilson, both of whom implemented reforms that echoed Croly’s ideas.
His call for a more interventionist government helped lay the groundwork for
the New Deal policies of the 1930s, which sought to alleviate the hardships
of the Great Depression.

Shaping Political Discourse

The influence of "Croly the promise of American life" extended beyond policy
into the broader political discourse. His ideas encouraged Americans to
rethink the relationship between individual rights and collective
responsibility. This dialogue remains relevant today as debates about
government’s role in healthcare, education, and economic regulation continue.

Legacy in Modern American Politics

Many contemporary political movements, both progressive and moderate, can
trace their intellectual roots back to Croly’s vision. His emphasis on
balancing freedom with social justice resonates in discussions about income
inequality, civil rights, and environmental stewardship.



Understanding the Promise Today

Engaging with "croly the promise of american life" offers valuable insights
into how Americans can navigate current challenges. The promise is not a
relic of the past but a living concept that invites each generation to
redefine and recommit to the nation’s ideals.

Lessons for Civic Engagement

One key takeaway from Croly’s work is the importance of active citizenship.
Democracy thrives when people are informed, involved, and willing to hold
their leaders accountable. Whether through voting, advocacy, or community
service, fulfilling the American promise requires participation at every
level.

Balancing Individualism and Community

Croly’'s vision underscores the need to balance personal freedom with the
welfare of the community. In an age where individualism often dominates,
revisiting this balance can inspire policies that promote both innovation and
inclusivity.

Why Croly’s Vision Still Matters

In a rapidly changing world, the ideals encapsulated by "croly the promise of
american life" provide a compass for navigating uncertainty. The promise
reminds us that America’s strength lies in its ability to adapt and grow
while holding fast to principles of equality, democracy, and opportunity.

Whether facing economic upheaval, social unrest, or political polarization,
Croly’s insights encourage a thoughtful, collective approach to problem-
solving. The promise of American life is, ultimately, a call to action — to
imagine a better future and work tirelessly to achieve it.

Exploring Herbert Croly’'s vision reveals a profound understanding of the
American experiment: a nation continuously striving to fulfill its promise,
not through perfect ideals, but through persistent effort and shared
commitment. This ongoing journey is what makes the promise truly American.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who was Herbert Croly and what is the significance
of his book 'The Promise of American Life'?

Herbert Croly was an American political philosopher and writer. His book 'The
Promise of American Life,' published in 1909, is significant for advocating a
progressive vision of democracy that supports a strong federal government to
promote social welfare and economic justice.

What are the main themes discussed in 'The Promise
of American Life'?

The main themes include the need for a powerful and active government, the
reconciliation of individual liberty with social welfare, economic
regulation, and the promotion of social justice to fulfill the democratic
ideals of America.

How did 'The Promise of American Life' influence
American politics?

The book influenced the Progressive Movement and leaders like Theodore
Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson by promoting ideas of government intervention in
the economy and social reform to address inequality and improve the lives of
Americans.

What is Herbert Croly’s vision of democracy as
presented in 'The Promise of American Life'?

Croly envisioned a democracy where the government plays a central role in
regulating the economy and ensuring social justice, balancing individual
rights with collective welfare to create a more equitable society.

How does 'The Promise of American Life' address the
issue of economic inequality?

Croly argued that unchecked capitalism leads to economic inequality and
social instability, and that a strong federal government should intervene
through regulation and social programs to reduce disparities and provide
opportunities for all citizens.

In what ways does 'The Promise of American Life'
reflect the ideals of progressivism?

The book reflects progressive ideals by advocating for reform, government
activism, social justice, and the belief that democracy must evolve to meet
the challenges of industrialization and modern society.



What criticisms have been made about Herbert Croly's
ideas in 'The Promise of American Life'?

Critics argue that Croly's vision can lead to excessive government control,
potentially undermining individual freedoms and encouraging bureaucratic
overreach, and that his ideas may underestimate the value of free-market
mechanisms.

Is 'The Promise of American Life' still relevant in
today's political climate?

Yes, the book remains relevant as debates about the role of government,
economic inequality, and social justice continue in contemporary politics,
with many of Croly’s ideas influencing modern progressive policies and
discussions.

Additional Resources

Croly and The Promise of American Life: An Analytical Review

croly the promise of american life stands as a pivotal work in the canon of
early 20th-century political thought, authored by Herbert David Croly.
Published in 1909, this seminal text encapsulates a vision for the United
States’ social and political evolution amid the challenges of
industrialization, economic inequality, and the shifting landscape of
American democracy. Croly’s ideas not only influenced contemporary
progressivism but continue to resonate in discussions about the role of
government, individualism, and the collective good in modern society. This
article delves into the core themes of Croly’s work, its historical context,
and its enduring significance.

The Historical Context of Croly’s Vision

At the turn of the 20th century, America was undergoing profound
transformations. The rise of industrial capitalism had generated
unprecedented wealth, but also deep social disparities and political
corruption. The laissez-faire attitudes that characterized the Gilded Age
seemed increasingly inadequate to address the complexities of urbanization,
labor rights, and economic regulation. It was in this milieu that Herbert
Croly emerged as a leading intellectual voice advocating for a new American
ideal.

Croly’s "The Promise of American Life" argued for a departure from the
traditional rugged individualism that had dominated 19th-century political
culture. Instead, he championed a progressive vision in which a strong,
active government would play a central role in promoting social welfare and



economic justice. His work became a blueprint for the Progressive Era reforms
that sought to reconcile democracy with the realities of a modern industrial
society.

Core Themes in Croly’s The Promise of American Life

Croly’s text presents several interrelated themes that frame his
understanding of the American experiment and its potential future.

e Reconciliation of Individualism and Collectivism: Croly acknowledged the
importance of individual liberty but contended that unregulated
individualism could lead to social chaos and inequality. He proposed a
balance where collective action through government would safeguard
individual rights and promote common welfare.

e Strong Central Government: Contrary to the prevailing suspicion of
centralized power, Croly advocated for a robust federal government
capable of regulating industry, ensuring fairness, and providing public
services.

e Democratic Nationalism: He envisioned a nation united under shared
democratic values, transcending sectionalism and economic divisions,
fostering a sense of national purpose.

e Social Justice and Economic Regulation: Recognizing the pitfalls of
laissez-faire capitalism, Croly supported reforms such as labor
protections, antitrust laws, and social welfare programs.

Comparative Perspectives: Croly and Contemporary
Thinkers

Croly’s ideas were part of a broader intellectual movement known as
progressivism, but his emphasis on a strong central government distinguished
him from some contemporaries. For example, compared to William Graham Sumner,
a defender of social Darwinism and minimal government intervention, Croly
presented a more interventionist and optimistic vision of democracy’s
potential.

Moreover, Croly’s work influenced and was influenced by other reformers such
as Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson. Roosevelt’s “New Nationalism”
echoed Croly’s call for governmental activism, while Wilson’'s “New Freedom”
shared the progressive concern for economic fairness, albeit with different
emphases on federal power.



Impact and Legacy of The Promise of American
Life

Croly’s book had an immediate impact on the Progressive movement and helped
shape the ideological foundation for many reforms in the early 1900s. His
advocacy for a balanced approach between individual rights and social
responsibility paved the way for policies that addressed monopolies, labor
abuses, and political corruption.

Influence on Policy and Political Thought

The influence of Croly’s vision can be traced through several key
developments:

1. Regulatory Agencies: The establishment of bodies like the Federal Trade
Commission and the Interstate Commerce Commission reflected Croly’s
desire for government oversight to ensure fair competition.

2. Social Welfare Programs: Early social safety nets and labor laws,
including child labor restrictions and workplace safety standards,
embodied his call for social justice.

3. Political Realignment: Croly’s ideas contributed to the progressive
realignment within both major political parties, advocating reforms that
transcended traditional partisan lines.

Critiques and Limitations

While Croly’s "The Promise of American Life" was groundbreaking, it has faced
critiques over the decades. Some scholars argue that his faith in a strong
central government underestimated the potential for bureaucratic overreach
and the complexities of democratic governance. Others note that his vision,
while inclusive in some respects, did not fully address issues of racial
inequality or the rights of marginalized groups during his era.

Furthermore, the balance Croly sought between individualism and collectivism
remains a contested terrain in American political discourse. His idealistic
portrayal of democratic nationalism sometimes glossed over the persistent
divisions and conflicts within American society.



Relevance of Croly’s Ideas in Contemporary
America

In an era marked by renewed debates over the role of government, economic
inequality, and social justice, revisiting Croly’'s "The Promise of American
Life" offers valuable insights. His advocacy for a proactive government that
protects individual rights while promoting the collective good resonates with
current discussions on healthcare, environmental regulation, and economic
reform.

Modern Interpretations and Applications

Today, policymakers and scholars often grapple with questions that echo
Croly’s concerns:

e Government’s Role in Economic Equity: As income inequality rises,
Croly’s call for regulation and social welfare remains relevant in
debates over taxation, minimum wage laws, and labor rights.

e Balancing Liberty and Security: In the context of national security and
civil liberties, Croly’s nuanced approach to individualism versus
collective responsibility provides a framework for analysis.

e National Identity and Unity: Amid cultural and political polarization,
the idea of democratic nationalism challenges Americans to consider
shared values and common purposes.

The continuing study of Croly’s work underscores the enduring challenge of
crafting a political and social order that fulfills the promise inherent in
the American ideal.

Croly’s "The Promise of American Life" remains a critical text for
understanding the evolution of American political thought and the ongoing
negotiation between freedom and responsibility. Its nuanced perspective
invites ongoing reflection as the United States navigates the complexities of
modern governance and social cohesion.
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croly the promise of american life: Herbert Croly’s The Promise of American Life at Its
Centenary John Allphin Moore, 2009-05-27 As of 2005, Herbert Croly’s The Promise of American
Life, first published in 1909, had gone through eleven different printings, from a variety of
publishing houses, suggesting its enduring stature as an American classic. The book had an
acknowledged influence on early to mid-twentieth-century American politics and political thought.
Theodore Roosevelt read the book after he left the White House and, when he decided to run for
another term as president in 1912, used Croly’s themes in his campaign. After Willard and Dorothy
Straight read the book, they contacted Croly, and brought him together with Walter Lippmann and
Walter Weyl to edit the journal they founded in 1914—The New Republic. In 1961, Charles Forcey
announced, in The Crossroads of Liberalism, that “Croly’s Promise of American Life of 1909 has
become the prevailing political faith of most Americans.” Following Franklin Roosevelt’s
Croly-inspired New Deal, the New Frontier and the Great Society of John Kennedy and Lyndon
Johnson seemed, by the 1960s, to have confirmed Forcey’s assessment and thus Croly’s ascendant
place in American politics. While the rise of a notable conservative backlash to American liberalism
dimmed Croly’s reputation by the end of the century, his book has continued to be part of the canon,
often studied in college seminars; and even today his name surfaces in public policy discussions.
This anthology, analyzing The Promise at its 100th birthday, presents essays by historians, political
scientists, an economist, and an international relations scholar discussing the impact of Croly’s book
on twentieth-century America and opining on the suitability of The Promise’s ideas for the
twenty-first century.

croly the promise of american life: A Study Guide for Herbert Croly's "The Promise of
American Life" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016

croly the promise of american life: The Promise of American Life Herbert David Croly,
2019-11-20 In The Promise of American Life, Herbert David Croly presents a compelling analysis of
the American identity and its potential for progress. Written during the early 20th century, this work
is characterized by its progressive literary style, weaving together historical context with a
forward-looking vision. Croly advocates for a synthesis of liberty and community, arguing that the
American promise lies not in individualism alone but in the collective welfare, making it a pivotal
text during a time of national introspection and reform. His ideas were influenced by the
sociopolitical landscape of the Gilded Age, exploring the tensions between capitalism and social
equity. Herbert David Croly, a prominent political theorist and journalist, co-founded the New
Republic and was deeply engaged in the Progressive movement. His experiences as a reformer
shaped his thoughts on American society and governance. Influenced by thinkers like John Dewey
and the evolution of the American political landscape, Croly sought to articulate a vision that
transcended traditional notions of democracy, emphasizing a balanced approach for the betterment
of society. The Promise of American Life is essential for any reader interested in the roots of
contemporary American political thought. It offers invaluable insights into the evolving nature of
democracy and the intricate interplay between individual rights and collective responsibilities,
making it a must-read for students, scholars, and anyone invested in understanding the American
ethos. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: -
A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the
central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical
Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author
Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. -
A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. -
Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to
modern life. - Hand-picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. -
Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an
effortless, more informed read.

croly the promise of american life: History of American Political Thought Bryan-Paul



Frost, Jeffrey Sikkenga, 2003-01-01 Revised and updated, this long-awaited second edition provides
a comprehensive introduction to what the most thoughtful Americans have said about the American
experience from the colonial period to the present. The book examines the political thought of the
most important American statesmen, activists, and writers across era and ideologies, helping
another generation of students, scholars, and citizens to understand more fully the meaning of
America. This new second edition of the book includes new essays on Walt Whitman, Lyndon Baines
Johnson, Ronald Reagan, and Barack Obama. Significant revisions and additions have also been
made to many of the original essays, increasing the breadth and depth of the collection.

croly the promise of american life: The Promise of American Life Herbert David Croly,
1964

croly the promise of american life: The Divided Mind of American Liberalism James R.
Hurtgen, 2002-01-01 The Divided Mind of American Liberalism reveals the crisis at the heart of
modern American liberalism. James Hurtgen's historical narrative traces the liberal movement
through three periods of reform: the progressive movement, the New Deal, and the Great Society.
Drawing on the views of political activists, presidents, and theorists the work examines the tensions
that resulted in the ideological disunion--based on deep and lasting divisions over the desirability of
centralized political power--of the communitarian decentralists and individualist modernist wings of
the liberal movement. It documents how a modernist willingness to accept properly reformed,
nationally exercised power held sway through much of the century only to be supplanted in the
sixties and early seventies by decentralists, champions of local government as the ideal political unit.
This superb study demonstrates the central role liberalism has played in modern American political
development and lays bare a liberal movement thrown into crisis by competing theories of social
order.

croly the promise of american life: The Puritan Origins of American Patriotism George
McKenna, 2008-10-01 In this absorbing book, George McKenna ranges across the entire panorama
of American history to track the development of American patriotism. That patriotism—shaped by
Reformation Protestantism and imbued with the American Puritan belief in a providential
“errand”—has evolved over 350 years and influenced American political culture in both positive and
negative ways, McKenna shows. The germ of the patriotism, an activist theology that stressed
collective rather than individual salvation, began in the late 1630s in New England and traveled
across the continent, eventually becoming a national phenomenon. Today, American patriotism still
reflects its origins in the seventeenth century. By encouraging cohesion in a nation of diverse
peoples and inspiring social reform, American patriotism has sometimes been a force for good. But
the book also uncovers a darker side of the nation’s patriotism—a prejudice against the South in the
nineteenth century, for example, and a tendency toward nativism and anti-Catholicism. Ironically, a
great reversal has occurred, and today the most fervent believers in the Puritan narrative are the
former “outsiders”—Catholics and Southerners. McKenna offers an interesting new perspective on
patriotism’s role throughout American history, and he concludes with trenchant thoughts on its role
in the post-9/11 era.

croly the promise of american life: The House of Truth Brad Snyder, 2017-02-02 In 1912, a
group of ambitious young men, including future Supreme Court justice Felix Frankfurter and future
journalistic giant Walter Lippmann, became disillusioned by the sluggish progress of change in the
Taft Administration. The individuals started to band together informally, joined initially by their
enthusiasm for Theodore Roosevelt's Bull Moose campaign. They self-mockingly called the 19th
Street row house in which they congregated the House of Truth, playing off the lively dinner
discussions with frequent guest (and neighbor) Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. about life's verities.
Lippmann and Frankfurter were house-mates, and their frequent guests included not merely Holmes
but Louis Brandeis, Herbert Hoover, Herbert Croly - founder of the <em>New Republic</em> - and
the sculptor (and sometime Klansman) Gutzon Borglum, later the creator of the Mount Rushmore
monument. Weaving together the stories and trajectories of these varied, fascinating, combative,
and sometimes contradictory figures, Brad Snyder shows how their thinking about government and



policy shifted from a firm belief in progressivism - the belief that the government should protect its
workers and regulate monopolies - into what we call liberalism - the belief that government can
improve citizens' lives without abridging their civil liberties and, eventually, civil rights. Holmes
replaced Roosevelt in their affections and aspirations. His famous dissents from 1919 onward
showed how the Due Process clause could protect not just business but equality under the law,
revealing how a generally conservative and reactionary Supreme Court might embrace, even
initiate, political and social reform. Across the years, from 1912 until the start of the New Deal in
1933, the remarkable group of individuals associated with the House of Truth debated the future of
America. They fought over Sacco and Vanzetti's innocence; the dangers of Communism; the role the
United States should play the world after World War One; and thought dynamically about things like
about minimum wage, child-welfare laws, banking insurance, and Social Security, notions they not
only envisioned but worked to enact. American liberalism has no single source, but one was without
question a row house in Dupont Circle and the lives that intertwined there at a crucial moment in
the country's history.

croly the promise of american life: The Social Contract in America Mark Hulliung, 2007
The first comprehensive examination of the social contract's role in American political development.
Traces the history of the contract--the closest thing we have to a common philosophy--from its role in
the Founding up to current day debates, and charts its rise--and demise--in influence over American
political thought.

croly the promise of american life: Free Speech in Its Forgotten Years, 1870-1920 David M.
Rabban, 1997 Most American historians and legal scholars incorrectly assume that controversies
and litigation about free speech began abruptly during World War I. However, there was substantial
debate about free speech issues between the Civil War and World War I. Important free speech
controversies, often involving the activities of sex reformers and labor unions, preceded the
Espionage Act of 1917. Scores of legal cases presented free speech issues to Justices Holmes and
Brandeis. A significant organization, the Free Speech League, became a principled defender of free
expression two decades before the establishment of the ACLU in 1920. World War I produced a
major transformation in American liberalism. Progressives who had viewed constitutional rights as
barriers to needed social reforms came to appreciate the value of political dissent during its wartime
repression. They subsequently misrepresented the prewar judicial hostility to free speech claims and
obscured prior libertarian defenses of free speech based on commitments to individual autonomy.

croly the promise of american life: Theodore Roosevelt and the American Political Tradition
Jean M. Yarbrough, 2014-01-31 Rough Rider, hunter, trust-buster, president, and Bull Moose
candidate. Biographers have long fastened on TR as man of action, while largely ignoring his
political thought. Now, in time for the centennial of his Progressive run for the presidency, Jean
Yarbrough provides a searching examination of TR's political thought, especially in relation to the
ideas of Washington, Hamilton, and Lincoln--the statesmen TR claimed most to admire. Yarbrough
sets out not only to explore Roosevelt's vision for America but also to consider what his political
ideas have meant for republican self-government. She praises TR for his fighting spirit, his love of
country, and efforts to promote republican greatness, but faults him for departing from the political
principles of the more nationalistic Founders he esteemed. With the benefit of hindsight, she argues
that the progressive policies he came to embrace have over time undermined the very qualities
Roosevelt regarded as essential to civic life. In particular, the social welfare policies he championed
have eroded industry and self-reliance; the expansion of the regulatory state has multiplied the
special interests seeking access to political power; and the bureaucratic experts in whom he reposed
such confidence have all too often turned out to be neither disinterested nor effective. Yarbrough
argues that TR's early historical studies—inspired by Darwinian biology and Hegelian political
thought—treated westward expansion from an evolutionary and developmental perspective that
placed race and conquest at the center of the narrative, while relegating individual rights and
consent of the governed to the sidelines. Although his early career showed him to be a moderate
Republican reformer, Yarbrough argues that even then he did not share Hamilton's enthusiasm for




the commercial republic, and substituted an appeal to abstract duty for The Federalist's reliance on
self-interest. As New York governor and first-term president, TR attempted to strike a just balance
between democratic and oligarchic interests, but by the end of his presidency he had tipped the
balance in favor of progressive policies. From the New Nationalism until his death in 1919,
Roosevelt continued to claim the mantle of Washington and Lincoln, even as he moved further from
their political principles. Through careful examination of TR's political thought, Yarbrough's book
sheds new light on his place in the American political tradition, while enhancing our understanding
of the roots of progressivism and its transformation of the founders' Constitution.

croly the promise of american life: Transatlantic Democracy in the Twentieth Century Paul
Nolte, 2016-10-10 Transatlantic democracy in the 20th century - this concept goes beyond the idea
of an American civilizing mission in Europe after two World Wars, and certainly beyond the notion of
re-educating Germans, and making them fit for Western institutions after Nazism. As democracy is
being contested anew in the beginning of the 21st century, a much more complicated landscape of
democracy since 1900 emerges. Transfer was not a one-way-street, and patterns of conflict and
transformation affected both American and European political societies. American democracy may
not be reduced to a resilient defense of original traditions, while the narrative of German democracy
is more than redemption from catastrophe. The essays in this volume contribute to a new history of
transatlantic democracy that accounts for its manifold experiences and constant renegotiations, up
to the current challenges of American and European populism.

croly the promise of american life: Corporatism and the Rule of Law Donald R. Brand,
2019-05-15 This illuminating new look at Franllin Roosevelt's National Recovery Administration
(NRA) challenges widely accepted conclusions about that program. Tracing the intellectual origins of
the NRA to pragmatism and its political origins to progressivism, Donald R. Brand argues that the
NRA was an ambitious attempt to secure social justice for the organizationally disadvantaged in
American society.

croly the promise of american life: Constitutional Morality and the Rise of Quasi-Law
Bruce P. Frohnen, George W. Carey, 2016-06-13 Americans are ruled by an unwritten constitution
consisting of executive orders, signing statements, and other quasi-laws designed to reform society,
Bruce Frohnen and George Carey argue. Consequently, the Constitution no longer means what it
says to the people it is supposed to govern and the government no longer acts according to the rule
of law.

croly the promise of american life: Corporatism, Social Control, and Cultural
Domination in Education: From the Radical Right to Globalization Joel Spring, 2012-11-27
Starting with the 1972 publication of his seminal work, Education and the Rise of the Corporate
State, Joel Spring has been documenting and analyzing the politics of knowledge and education.
Throughout his work he has explored the attempts to use education to advance the economic and
political interests of dominant groups. The general term he uses for the relationship between schools
and power is ideological management. His scholarly work first looked at the influence on American
schooling of business and economic doctrines embodied in human capital theories and consumerism.
The next step in his exploration of the politics of knowledge was to examine these issues in the
context of globalization, leading to a proposed educational rights amendment to national
constitutions and a new paradigm for education, both of which might ensure that schools are
protected from ideological management by economic and political elites. Spring’s indigenous
background has strongly shaped his interest in the political and economic goals of schooling,
particularly the attempts of those in power to use schools to destroy indigenous languages and
cultures. In this collection, Spring brings together 10 of his key writings, providing an overview not
just of his own career but the larger contexts in which it is situated. In the Introduction he reviews
the evolution and scope of his work and his earlier arguments and reflects on its central themes,
which are reflected in the writings selected for this volume. In the World Library of Educationalists,
international scholars themselves compile career-long collections of what they judge to be their
finest pieces - extracts from books, key articles, salient research findings, major theoretical




and/practical contributions - so the world can read them in a single manageable volume. Readers
will be able to follow the themes and strands of their work and see their contribution to the
development of a field, as well as the development of the field itself. Contributors to the series
include: Michael Apple, James A. Banks, Stephen ]J. Ball, Elliot Eisner, Howard Gardner, John Gilbert,
Ivor F. Goodson, Peter Jarvis.

croly the promise of american life: Governing the American State Kimberly Johnson,
2016-06-28 The modern, centralized American state was supposedly born in the Great Depression of
the 1930s. Kimberley S. Johnson argues that this conventional wisdom is wrong. Cooperative
federalism was not born in a Big Bang, but instead emerged out of power struggles within the
nation's major political institutions during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
Examining the fifty-two years from the end of Reconstruction to the beginning of the Great
Depression, Johnson shows that the first New Federalism was created during this era from dozens of
policy initiatives enacted by a modernizing Congress. The expansion of national power took the
shape of policy instruments that reflected the constraints imposed by the national courts and the
Constitution, but that also satisfied emergent policy coalitions of interest groups, local actors,
bureaucrats, and members of Congress. Thus, argues Johnson, the New Deal was not a decisive
break with the past, but rather a superstructure built on a foundation that emerged during the
Gilded Age and the Progressive Era. Her evidence draws on an analysis of 131 national programs
enacted between 1877 and 1930, a statistical analysis of these programs, and detailed case studies
of three of them: the Federal Highway Act of 1916, the Food and Drug Act of 1906, and the
Sheppard-Towner Act of 1921. As this book shows, federalism has played a vital but often
underappreciated role in shaping the modern American state.

croly the promise of american life: The Age of Charisma Jeremy C. Young, 2017 This book
demonstrates how the modern relationship between leaders and followers in America grew out of
late-nineteenth and early-twentieth century charismatic social movements.

croly the promise of american life: The Origins of American Social Science Dorothy Ross,
1991 Focusing on the disciplines of economics, sociology, political science, and history, this book
examines how American social science came to model itself on natural science and liberal politics.
Professor Ross argues that American social science receives its distinctive stamp from the ideology
of American exceptionalism, the idea that America occupies an exceptional place in history, based on
her republican government and wide economic opportunity. Professor Ross shows how each of the
social science disciplines, while developing their inherited intellectual traditions, responded to
change in historical consciousness, political needs, professional structures, and the conceptions of
science available to them. This is a comprehensive book, which looks broadly at American social
science in its historical context and to demonstrate the central importance of the national ideology of
American exceptionalism to the development of the social sciences and to American social thought
generally.
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