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The Resurrection of Jesus: A New Historiographical Approach

the resurrection of jesus a new historiographical approach invites us to rethink one of the most
debated and influential events in religious history through fresh lenses and contemporary
methodologies. For centuries, scholars, theologians, and historians have grappled with the question of
Jesus’ resurrection, oscillating between faith-based interpretations and critical historical analysis.
However, recent developments in historiography—especially those incorporating interdisciplinary
insights—are reshaping the conversation, allowing us to explore this pivotal event with renewed rigor

and nuance.

Re-examining the Resurrection: Beyond Traditional Narratives

When most people think of the resurrection of Jesus, they often recall the biblical accounts and
theological affirmations that have shaped Christian belief for millennia. Yet, the new historiographical
approach challenges us to set aside preconceived notions and instead analyze the resurrection
through critical historical methods. This involves scrutinizing primary sources, understanding the
cultural and political milieu of 1st-century Judea, and employing tools from anthropology, sociology,

and comparative religion.

One key aspect of this approach is the differentiation between “historical facts” and “theological
interpretations.” While the resurrection remains a matter of faith for believers, historians focus on what
can be reasonably established through evidence and context—such as the empty tomb narratives,

eyewitness testimonies, and the early Christian community’s transformation.



Incorporating Interdisciplinary Perspectives

The resurrection of Jesus a new historiographical approach draws heavily on interdisciplinary research.
For example, cognitive science of religion helps explain how early followers might have experienced
visions or appearances of Jesus post-crucifixion. Psychological studies on grief and trauma provide
insights into the transformative effects these experiences had on the disciples, who went from despair

to bold proclamation.

Moreover, archaeology sheds light on burial customs, tomb structures, and Roman practices, offering
valuable context to the resurrection accounts. Understanding the socio-political tensions under Roman
occupation also clarifies why the resurrection claim was so revolutionary and threatening to established

authorities.

Historical Sources and Their Critical Analysis

One of the challenges in studying the resurrection historically is the nature of the sources available.
The primary texts—the Gospels, Pauline epistles, and other New Testament writings—were composed
decades after Jesus’ death and reflect theological agendas. The new historiographical approach
emphasizes a critical reading of these documents, identifying layers of tradition, editorial shaping, and

historical kernels.

The Role of Paul's Letters

Paul’s epistles, some of the earliest Christian writings, offer compelling evidence for the resurrection’s
centrality in early Christian faith. Paul refers to appearances of the risen Jesus to various individuals
and groups, which can be analyzed as early creedal statements. The new approach carefully
examines these references to understand how resurrection beliefs developed in the nascent Christian

movement.



Evaluating Gospel Accounts

The four canonical Gospels provide differing resurrection narratives, each shaped by unique
theological emphases and audience concerns. Historians applying this new approach compare these
texts to identify common elements—such as the empty tomb, angelic announcements, and post-

resurrection appearances—while also considering discrepancies and historical plausibility.

Contextualizing the Resurrection in 1st Century Judea

Understanding the resurrection of Jesus a new historiographical approach requires situating the event
within the broader historical and cultural context of 1st-century Judea. This period was marked by

intense messianic expectations, religious diversity, and Roman political domination.

Messianic Expectations and Jewish Traditions

Jewish beliefs about resurrection and life after death varied at the time. Some sects anticipated a
future resurrection of the righteous, while others focused on immediate divine intervention. The
resurrection claim of Jesus, therefore, was not simply a spiritual assertion but a radical redefinition of

messianic hope that resonated deeply with contemporary beliefs.

Roman Political and Social Climate

The Roman occupation created an environment of tension and instability. The crucifixion of Jesus was
a political execution method meant to deter rebellion. The claim that Jesus rose from the dead
challenged Roman authority and the established religious order, explaining the vehement opposition

early Christians faced.



New Methodologies in Historiographical Research

The resurrection of Jesus a new historiographical approach benefits from advances in research

methodologies that enhance historical reliability and interpretative depth.

Textual Criticism and Source Analysis

Modern textual criticism helps scholars reconstruct the earliest versions of resurrection narratives by
comparing manuscript variants and understanding transmission processes. This allows for a clearer

picture of how the stories evolved and what might reflect original traditions.

Comparative Religious Studies

By comparing resurrection motifs in other ancient religions and myths, historians can better understand
the uniqueness and commonalities of the Jesus resurrection story. This comparative method aids in

distinguishing historical elements from mythological embellishments.

Memory Studies and Oral Traditions

Memory studies explore how oral traditions preserve, transform, and transmit events. Given that early
Christian accounts were initially oral, analyzing these processes sheds light on how resurrection

testimonies might have been shaped by communal memory and identity formation.



Implications for Modern Scholarship and Faith

The resurrection of Jesus a new historiographical approach does not seek to undermine faith but
rather enrich the dialogue between history and theology. By applying rigorous scholarly tools, this
approach opens pathways for believers and skeptics alike to engage with the resurrection story more

thoughtfully.

For faith communities, this method can deepen understanding of the historical roots of their beliefs,
fostering a more mature and informed spirituality. For historians and skeptics, it offers a balanced

framework to appreciate the resurrection’s significance without dismissing its complexity.

Encouraging Open Dialogue

This new historiographical perspective encourages open dialogue between disciplines—history,
theology, philosophy, and science—highlighting that the resurrection of Jesus remains a multifaceted

event worthy of exploration from many angles.

Educational Applications

In academic settings, incorporating this approach into religious studies and history curricula can
provide students with critical tools to navigate ancient texts and beliefs, promoting intellectual curiosity

and respectful inquiry.

Exploring the resurrection of Jesus through a new historiographical approach reveals a dynamic
intersection of history, culture, and faith. By blending critical methods with interdisciplinary insights,

scholars today continue to uncover fresh understandings of this transformative event, inviting ongoing



reflection and discovery across communities worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the new historiographical approach to the resurrection of
Jesus?

The new historiographical approach to the resurrection of Jesus involves analyzing historical, cultural,
and textual evidence through interdisciplinary methods, often incorporating insights from social
sciences, literary criticism, and comparative religion to better understand the event's historical context

and significance.

How does the new approach differ from traditional historical methods
regarding Jesus' resurrection?

Unlike traditional approaches that focus mainly on theological interpretations or biblical literalism, the
new historiographical approach emphasizes critical analysis of sources, historical context, and the use

of diverse scholarly perspectives to assess the resurrection as a historical event.

What role does cultural context play in the new historiographical study
of Jesus' resurrection?

Cultural context is crucial as it helps scholars understand the beliefs, customs, and societal
expectations of the first-century Mediterranean world, shedding light on how the resurrection narratives

were shaped and why they resonated with early Christian communities.

Which sources are primarily examined in this new historiographical



approach?

Primary sources include canonical gospels, Pauline epistles, non-canonical texts, and historical writings
from contemporaneous historians, all subjected to critical scrutiny regarding their origin, authorship,

and historical reliability.

How do scholars address the supernatural aspect of the resurrection in
this new approach?

Scholars often bracket or set aside theological claims of the supernatural to focus on historical
evidence and the impact of resurrection beliefs, analyzing how such claims influenced early Christian

identity and tradition.

What impact has the new historiographical approach had on
contemporary theological discussions?

It has encouraged dialogue between historians and theologians by providing a more nuanced
understanding of the resurrection that respects both historical inquiry and faith perspectives, fostering a

more informed and critical theological reflection.

Are there any prominent scholars associated with this new
historiographical approach?

Yes, scholars like N.T. Wright, James D.G. Dunn, and Paula Fredriksen have contributed significantly
by combining rigorous historical analysis with an openness to the resurrection's theological

implications.

What challenges does the new historiographical approach face when
studying the resurrection?

Challenges include the scarcity of contemporaneous evidence, the bias of sources, the difficulty in

verifying supernatural claims historically, and balancing academic skepticism with respect for religious



traditions.

How does this new approach influence the understanding of early
Christian communities?

It highlights how belief in the resurrection shaped early Christian identity, community formation, and
missionary activities, emphasizing the social and psychological dimensions of resurrection faith within

the historical context.

Additional Resources

The Resurrection of Jesus: A New Historiographical Approach

the resurrection of jesus a new historiographical approach has emerged as scholars increasingly seek
to bridge theological claims with rigorous historical inquiry. This evolving methodology steps beyond
traditional apologetics or purely faith-based interpretations, aiming to analyze the resurrection event
through critical historical frameworks, comparative religious studies, and interdisciplinary research. As
debates around the historicity of Jesus’ resurrection continue to captivate academics and the broader
public, this new historiographical approach offers fresh perspectives on one of Christianity’s

foundational claims.

Reassessing Historical Methodologies in Resurrection Studies

The resurrection of Jesus has long been a subject of theological reflection, yet historiography—the
study of historical writing and methods—has often treated the resurrection narrative cautiously due to
its supernatural character. However, recent scholarship has begun to apply more nuanced historical-
critical tools to the resurrection accounts, leveraging advances in textual criticism, sociocultural context

analysis, and historiographical theory.



Traditional historical methods typically require empirical evidence and tend to exclude supernatural
events as historical facts. This has historically placed the resurrection outside the scope of
conventional historiography. The new historiographical approach confronts this challenge by focusing
on the historical context of the resurrection narratives, the origins and transmission of early Christian
testimonies, and the sociopolitical impact that the belief in the resurrection had on first-century

communities.

Contextualizing the Resurrection within First-Century Judea

Understanding the resurrection demands a deep dive into the milieu of Second Temple Judaism and
Roman-occupied Judea. Historians now emphasize the importance of situating resurrection claims

within Jewish eschatological expectations, messianic movements, and Roman governance.

By examining contemporary Jewish beliefs about life after death, resurrection, and messianic
deliverance, scholars can better evaluate how early Christian resurrection claims resonated with or
diverged from prevailing views. This contextualization also sheds light on the motivations behind
various gospel accounts and Pauline epistles, which serve as primary sources for resurrection

narratives.

Evaluating Primary Sources and Their Reliability

A critical aspect of the new historiographical approach involves reassessing the primary sources of
resurrection testimony. The canonical gospels, Pauline letters, and non-canonical texts such as the

Gospel of Thomas or the Acts of Peter are scrutinized for historical reliability, authorship, and dating.

Scholars using this method apply criteria such as multiple attestation, embarrassment, and coherence
to gauge the likelihood that certain resurrection events or sayings originated early in the Christian
movement. For example, Paul’s letters, particularly 1 Corinthians 15, are often considered some of the

earliest evidence for resurrection belief, predating the gospels. This chronological layering allows



historians to map the development of resurrection theology and its foundational role in Christian

identity.

Interdisciplinary Insights: Bridging History, Theology, and

Sociology

The resurrection of Jesus a new historiographical approach increasingly incorporates insights from
disciplines beyond traditional history, such as anthropology, sociology, and literary criticism. This
interdisciplinary lens enriches the analysis by exploring how resurrection narratives functioned socially

and symbolically.

Sociological Implications of Resurrection Belief

From a sociological perspective, the resurrection can be viewed as a transformative event that
galvanized the early Christian community. The belief in Jesus’ resurrection provided a powerful source

of hope and cohesion amid persecution and uncertainty.

Research shows that movements founded on charismatic, resurrection-centered experiences often
exhibit rapid growth and resilience. This dynamic is observable in the historical spread of Christianity,

where resurrection belief became a cornerstone of communal identity and ethical motivation.

Literary and Rhetorical Analysis of Resurrection Narratives

Literary scholars analyze the gospel accounts as carefully constructed narratives with theological aims,
employing motifs, symbolism, and rhetorical strategies to convey meaning. Understanding these

elements helps historians differentiate between theological elaboration and possible historical kernels.



The new historiographical approach acknowledges that the gospel writers shaped their accounts to
speak to specific audiences and contexts, which influences how the resurrection stories were framed
and transmitted. This recognition calls for a balanced reading that respects both the literary artistry and

the potential historical underpinnings.

Challenges and Critiques of the New Historiographical

Approach

While this emerging methodology offers promising avenues, it also faces significant challenges. The
supernatural nature of the resurrection inherently complicates historical verification, as historians rely

on naturalistic explanations and empirical data.

Critics argue that attempts to historicize the resurrection risk reducing a profound theological mystery
to mere historical events or, conversely, that the historical method is ill-equipped to handle miraculous

claims. Others caution against conflating faith-based interpretations with historical probabilities.

Despite these critiques, proponents maintain that historical inquiry need not negate theological
meaning but can coexist with it by clarifying the contexts and conditions under which resurrection belief

arose and developed.

Balancing Skepticism and Openness

A key feature of the new historiographical approach is its commitment to intellectual rigor balanced
with openness to the complexity of ancient religious experiences. Scholars strive to avoid dogmatic
assumptions while also recognizing the limitations of historical methods when applied to supernatural

claims.

This balance encourages a respectful dialogue between historians, theologians, and believers,



fostering a more comprehensive understanding of the resurrection’s multifaceted significance.

Implications for Contemporary Scholarship and Faith

Communities

The resurrection of Jesus a new historiographical approach not only reshapes academic discourse but
also influences modern faith communities and interreligious conversations. By grounding resurrection
claims in historical and cultural realities, this approach invites believers to engage more critically and
thoughtfully with their traditions.
Moreover, it opens space for comparative studies with other resurrection motifs in world religions and
mythologies, enriching the global dialogue on life, death, and transcendence.
* Encourages interdisciplinary collaboration between historians, theologians, and social scientists.
* Fosters a more nuanced understanding of early Christian origins and their sociopolitical contexts.

¢ Challenges simplistic readings of resurrection narratives, promoting scholarly humility.

o Offers faith communities tools to articulate belief in historically informed ways.

As this historiographical approach continues to evolve, it promises to deepen our comprehension of
one of history’s most debated and transformative events, bridging ancient texts with modern critical

inquiry.
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resurrection.
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controversial issues in the study of Christianity. One reason why there is a lack of consensus among
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analyze the material differently. Building upon his previous monographs The Origin of Divine
Christology (Cambridge University Press, 2017) and Investigating the Resurrection of Jesus Christ
(Routledge, 2020), Andrew Loke demonstrates the fallacies of reasoning in the analyses of the works
of numerous scholars such as Bart Ehrman, Paula Fredriksen, David Litwa, Richard Carrier, Raphael
Lataster, Daniel Kirk, Matthew Larsen, and Dale Allison. Loke defends his proposal that a sizeable
group of earliest Christians perceived that Jesus claimed and showed himself to be truly divine and
resurrected, and replies to objections to his previous works. He contributes to the discussion on
ancient Jewish monotheism, exalted mediator figures, comparison with Greco-Roman literature,
Jesus-mythicism, Markan Christology, the historical reliability of the New Testament, as well as the
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https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-020/pdf?docid=ZBq67-6240&title=the-resurrection-of-jesus-a-new-historiographical-approach.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-011/pdf?dataid=DAA64-5634&title=anchor-chart-for-opinion-writing.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-011/pdf?dataid=DAA64-5634&title=anchor-chart-for-opinion-writing.pdf

Christology.

the resurrection of jesus a new historiographical approach: The Popular Handbook of
Archaeology and the Bible Joseph M. Holden, Norman Geisler, 2013-08-01 From two leading
Christian apologists, here is a fascinating survey of the most important Old and New Testament
archaeological discoveries through the ages. Biblical archaeology has always stirred excitement
among believers and curiosity among unbelievers. The evidence dug up with a spade can speak
volumes—and serve as a powerful testimony of the reliability of Scripture. Norm Geisler and Joe
Holden have put together an impressive array of finds that confirm the biblical peoples and events of
ages past. In a user-friendly format written in popular style, they... examine the latest finds and
explain their significance include more than 150 photographs provide an instructive chart of
artifacts (along with fast facts) sample a variety of finds—papyri, inscriptions, scrolls, ossuaries, and
more If readers are looking for just one book to cover this topic both concisely and comprehensively,
this is it!
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Chatraw, Jack Carson, 2023-08-29 Those at a faith crossroads will want to pick this up.--Publishers
Weekly The Gospel Coalition 2023 Book Award (Evangelism & Apologetics) Even those who live by
faith sometimes doubt. Those doubts don't have to mean the end of Christian identity. In Surprised
by Doubt, Joshua Chatraw and Jack Carson help readers rediscover a deeper faith in the midst of a
confusing world. They invite skeptics and doubters to explore the ancient faith for a new perspective
on contemporary Christianity. Chatraw and Carson build on C. S. Lewis's metaphor that envisions
Christianity as a house with many rooms, suggesting that readers move beyond the cramped attic of
reactionary versions of the faith to explore the larger, more ancient main floors of the house. With
pastoral care and intellectual rigor, Chatraw and Carson not only help Christians think through the
issues confronting them. They also help readers engage their emotional journey of anxiety, fear,
anger, and frustration. Readers will discover the wisdom of the past and ways to reimagine a faith
that can thrive alongside doubt.
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Historical and Systematic (Second Edition) , 2016-04-21 Since its first publication in 1988, the New
Dictionary of Theology has been widely appreciated by students and readers as a trustworthy and
informative guide. After almost thirty years, however, there are many new writers, issues and
themes on the agenda, for theology does not stand still. Hence, this completely revised second
edition includes over 400 new articles in the full set of over 800. Many of the original articles have
been expanded and updated, and almost all have additional bibliographical references. Since
material on biblical theology is now covered at length in IVP's New Dictionary of Biblical Theology,
this volume is therefore more specifically a dictionary of historical and systematic theology. The New
Dictionary of Theology: Historical and Systematic has an international team of contributors, and
many are acknowledged experts in their fields. The Dictionary combines excellence in scholarship
with a high standard of clarity and insight into current theological issues, yet it avoids being unduly
technical. Students, teachers and ministers, as well as scholars and everyone seeking a better
understanding of theology, will value it as an indispensable reference work. The volume is enhanced
by a spacious and clear design, an extensive and easy-to-use cross-reference system and
bibliographies which feature the best and most readily available works in English.

the resurrection of jesus a new historiographical approach: Vital Issues in the
Inerrancy Debate F. David Farnell, Norman L. Geisler, Joseph M. Holden, William C. Roach, Phil
Fernandes, 2016-01-14 The inerrancy of God's Word has been attacked throughout church history.
Today's assaults are unique since neo-evangelicals now surrender to post-modernistic ideas of
history and historical-critical ideologies that assault this vital doctrine. They seek to redefine the
orthodox meaning of inerrancy. Since the signing of the Chicago Statements, troubling signs have
once again appeared in recent years among many who either did not fight the battles for the
inerrancy of Scripture as did the International Council on Biblical Inerrancy, or who do not
remember the troubling times that caused their development. The nature and definition of inerrancy



are now being changed to include ideas of fallibility. History is forgotten. The need arises for
sounding the alarm for Vital Issues in Inerrancy. Evangelical schools and churches that broke away
earlier to defend inerrancy surrender now to academic prestige and scholarly fads instead of
faithfulness to God's inerrant Word. The contributors pray that the Lord will raise up a new
generation with the spiritual fervency of the International Council on Biblical Inerrancy to uphold
the inerrancy of God's Word: Isaiah 40:8--The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our
God stands forever.

the resurrection of jesus a new historiographical approach: The New Testament in Its
World N. T. Wright, Michael F. Bird, 2019-11-19 Your ticket from the twenty-first century to the era
of Jesus and the first Christians. A readable, one-volume introduction placing the entire New
Testament and early Christianity in its original context, written by distinguished scholar and author
N. T. Wright. An ideal guide for students, The New Testament in Its World addresses the many
difficult questions faced by those studying early Christianity, including: What was the first century
understanding of the Kingdom of God? What is the meaning of the resurrection in its original
context? What were the Gospels, and how did they come about? Who was Paul and why are his
letters so controversial? Written for both classroom and personal use, this book brings together
decades of ground-breaking research, writing, and teaching into one volume. It presents the New
Testament books—along with their subjects: Jesus and the early church—within the historical and
social context of Second Temple Judaism and Greco-Roman politics and culture. The New Testament
in Its World allows you to recover the excitement of what it was like to live as Christians in the first
or second centuries. Features include: Surveys of each New Testament book that discuss their
significance and provides commentary on their contents, along with implications for the Christian
life. Major sections on the historical Jesus, the resurrection of Jesus, and Paul's chronology and
theology. Up-to-date discussions of textual criticism and the canonization of the New Testament.
Frequent illustrations, maps, charts, diagrams, and artwork provide additional explanations and
insights. A distillation of the life work of N. T. Wright on the New Testament with input from Michael
Bird. Also available are Video and Workbook companion resources (sold separately) to enhance
learning and experience the world of the New Testament.

the resurrection of jesus a new historiographical approach: Living Resurrected Lives
Veronica Mary Rolf, Eva Natanya, 2020 Christ's bodily resurrection is the foundation of Christian
faith; at least, it is supposed to be. But how often do we really consider what that means? Living
Resurrected Lives explores what it would take for Christians to understand and believe so clearly in
resurrection--both Christ's glorification and the promise of our own--that our lives would be radically
transformed by that faith right now. We take a daringly integrated approach, balancing careful
consideration of sacred Scripture with attention to history, theology, and personal contemplative
practice. We offer arguments to re-establish a firm bedrock for belief in the Gospel accounts,
suggest a new theological perspective that integrates scientific insights into quantum uncertainty
with reflections on the malleable nature of identity, and provide heart-stirring guided meditations for
daily practice. We elucidate St. Paul's teachings on the transformation of the body and grapple with
age-old conundrums about decaying corpses and the continuity of personal identity: What dies?
What lives on? We revisit early Christian intuitions about the sublime qualities of the glorified body
and explore how we might cultivate such qualities through our own individual practice. Thus we
propose an embodied resurrection mysticism that can permeate every moment of our lives.

the resurrection of jesus a new historiographical approach: The Craft of History and the
Study of the New Testament Beth M. Sheppard, 2012-11-11 Do professional historians and New
Testament scholars use the same methods to explore the past? This interdisciplinary textbook
introduces students of the New Testament to the vocabulary and methods employed by historians. It
discusses various approaches to historiography and demonstrates their applicability for interpreting
the New Testament text and exploring its background. Overviews of the philosophy of history,
common historical fallacies, and the basics of historiography are followed by three exegetical studies
that illustrate the applicability of various historical methods for New Testament interpretation.



the resurrection of jesus a new historiographical approach: The Evangelical Dictionary
of World Religions H. Wayne House, 2019-02-19 With all of the different religions, sects,
denominations, and belief systems out there, it can be difficult to separate the facts from mere
opinion, especially if one is relying solely on online sources which may or may not be vetted and
which often have an ideological or political slant to them. How can we truly understand if we cannot
even be sure we are getting the facts straight? In this comprehensive resource, more than 75
evangelical scholars offer a thoroughly researched guide to Christianity, other world religions, and
alternative religious views, including entries on movements, theological terms, and major historical
figures. Perfect for pastors, students, and anyone who wants ready access to information on today's
religious landscape.

the resurrection of jesus a new historiographical approach: Did Jesus Rise from the Dead?
Matthew Levering, 2019-02-07 The Resurrection of Jesus is at the very root of Christian faith;
without belief in Jesus Christianity dies. In this thought-provoking work, Matthew Levering defends
the credibility of the claim that Jesus rose from the dead. Drawing on the work of N. T. Wright,
Levering shows that the historical evidence vindicates this assumption, and reveals that the Gospels
were backed by eyewitnesses who were living and telling their stories even during the time of the
writing of the Gospels. The author also emphasises the importance of evaluating the Old Testament
to validate Jesus' Resurrection. By highlighting the desire—both in the ancient world and now—to
make the Resurrection more comprehensible by spiritualizing it, Levering argues that the fact that
the disciples themselves did not do this provides a further clue to reliability. Finally, the author
addresses the question of why Jesus does not continue to show himself in his glorified flesh after his
resurrection, which is often seen as a strong case for scepticism. However, he shows that Jesus'
entire mission is predicated upon helping us to avoid cleaving to the present world over God. He is
leading us to where he is—the kingdom of God, the beginning of the new creation at the Father's
right hand. By developing these arguments for the historical reality of Jesus' Resurrection, this
ground-breaking study expertly draws together historical and theological reasons for believing that
Jesus' Resurrection happened.

the resurrection of jesus a new historiographical approach: On the Resurrection,
Volume 2 Gary Habermas, 2024-09-15 In On the Resurrection, Volume 2: Refutations, Gary
Habermas offers detailed analyses and rebuttals of the alternate theories surrounding Jesus’s
resurrection. This is the second volume of four in his magnum opus, On the Resurrection.

the resurrection of jesus a new historiographical approach: Why People Stop Believing
Paul Chamberlain, 2018-01-12 This book addresses a growing need in apologetic literature. It is a
response to the growing wave of Christian leaders who are rejecting Christianity and becoming
some of its most ardent critics, often supported by a plethora of new organizations arising to
encourage such people to cut ties to their faith. This is a new challenge from a different breed of
critics who are using their instant credibility and insider's knowledge of theology, the Bible, church
history, even apologetics, to debunk the faith they once believed and promoted. They have taken aim
at the foundations of Christianity, including God, the Scriptures, miracles and the supernatural, and
Christianity's perceived inherent prohibition on free enquiry. Readers will be introduced to
arguments against Christianity by these critics, which they claim compelled them to leave, followed
by responses that use examples, questions, and nontechnical language to make the reasoning
accessible. Every issue addressed has been raised by a former Christian leader, and special attention
has been paid to their precise formulations. The book makes the case that, however convincing the
critics' arguments may appear at first glance, further analysis reveals them to be weaker than they
appear, and in many cases entirely unpersuasive.

the resurrection of jesus a new historiographical approach: Christian Apologetics
Douglas Groothuis, 2022-02-08 The Christian faith offers people hope. But how can we know that
Christianity is true? How can Christians confidently present their beliefs in the face of doubts and
competing views? In this second edition of a landmark apologetics text, Douglas Groothuis makes a
clear and rigorous case for Christian theism, addressing the most common questions and objections




raised regarding Christianity.

the resurrection of jesus a new historiographical approach: Quest for the Historical
Apostles W. Brian Shelton, 2018-04-17 The stories and contributions of the apostles provide an
important entrée into church history. This comprehensive historical and literary introduction
uncovers their lives and legacies, underscoring the apostles' impact on the growth of the early
church. The author collects and distills the histories, legends, symbols, and iconography of the
original twelve and locates figures such as Paul, Peter, and John in the broader context of the history
of the apostles. He also explores the continuing story of the gospel mission and the twelve disciples
beyond the New Testament.

the resurrection of jesus a new historiographical approach: The Origin of Divine
Christology Andrew Ter Ern Loke, 2017-07-03 In recent years, there has been considerable debate
concerning the origin of divine Christology. Nevertheless, the proposed theories are beset with
problems, such as failing to address the evidence of widespread agreement among the earliest
Christians concerning divine Christology, and the issues related to whether Jesus' intention was
falsified. This book offers a new contribution by addressing these issues using transdisciplinary
tools. It proposes that the earliest Christians regarded Jesus as divine because a sizeable group of
them perceived that Jesus claimed and showed himself to be divine, and thought that God vindicated
this claim by raising Jesus from the dead. It also provides a comprehensive critique of alternative
proposals, and synthesizes their strengths. It defends the appropriateness and merits of utilizing
philosophical distinctions (e.g. between ontology and function) and Trinitarian concepts for
explaining early Christology, and incorporates comparative religion by examining cases of
deification in other contexts.

the resurrection of jesus a new historiographical approach: Interpreting Jesus Dale C.
Allison, 2025-04-10 Timely new essays from a renowned scholar of historical Jesus studies Dale
Allison, Jr. has long been recognized as a leading scholar in historical Jesus studies. In Interpreting
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