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Barbie Doll Values Guide: Unlocking the Worth of Your Iconic Collectible

barbie doll values guide is an essential resource for anyone interested in understanding the worth of Barbie
dolls, whether you're a passionate collector, a curious seller, or just someone who stumbled upon a vintage
gem in the attic. Since Barbie’s debut in 1959, these dolls have evolved into cultural icons, with some editions
fetching impressive prices in today’s collectibles market. Knowing how to navigate the nuances of Barbie doll
values can transform your appreciation into a rewarding venture.

Understanding the Basics of Barbie Doll Values Guide

Before diving into specific dolls and price points, it’s important to grasp the fundamental factors that
influence Barbie doll values. Not every Barbie doll is a treasure, but certain characteristics can significantly
boost its worth.

Age and Rarity

One of the most critical elements in determining a Barbie's value is its age. Early Barbie dolls from the late
1950s and 1960s tend to be highly sought after, especially if they are in good condition. For example, the
original 1959 Barbie, known as “Number 1 Blonde,” is one of the most valuable dolls on the market. Rarity
also plays a role—limited edition Barbies, dolls with production errors, or those released in small quantities
often carry higher price tags.

Condition and Packaging

Collectors place a premium on dolls that are in mint or near-mint condition. The presence of original packaging,
accessories, and documentation can dramatically increase a Barbie’s value. Dolls still sealed in their boxes,
often referred to as “mint in box” (MIB) or “mint on card” (MOC), are especially prized. Even minor wear,
discoloration, or missing parts can diminish a doll’s market price.

Popularity and Cultural Significance

Barbie dolls that represent significant cultural moments or collaborations tend to attract more buyers. For
example, dolls designed by famous fashion designers, or those tied to popular movies and events, often have
higher demand. The iconic Barbie dolls that reflect different professions, ethnicities, or special themes also hold
unique appeal.

Key Barbie Dolls to Watch for in the Values Guide

Not all Barbies are created equal. Some models have become legendary in the collecting community due to their
design, history, or scarcity.



1959 Barbie - The Original Blonde

The very first Barbie doll released in 1959, featuring a ponytail hairstyle and a black-and-white swimsuit, is
the Holy Grail for many collectors. Depending on condition and whether it includes the original box and
accessories, this doll can sell for thousands of dollars. Variations such as the brunette version or dolls
with different face paint can also impact value.

Barbie Ponytail Dolls (1960s)

Following the original, the ponytail Barbie dolls produced throughout the 1960s are another hot item. These
dolls often showcase varied hairstyles, facial expressions, and outfits. Some rare editions, like the blonde
bubblecut Barbie, command higher prices due to their scarcity.

Barbie Superstar (1977)

The Barbie Superstar doll marked a new era with her glamorous makeup and dazzling fashion. Vintage Superstar
Barbies in pristine condition with original clothes and accessories remain popular and keep their value well.

Limited Edition and Collectible Barbies

Mattel has released numerous limited edition Barbie dolls over the years, often tied to anniversaries,
collaborations, or charity causes. These dolls are usually produced in limited runs, making them attractive to
collectors. For example, the 50th Anniversary Barbie (2009) or Barbie dolls designed by famous artists
frequently appreciate in value.

How to Assess Your Barbie Doll’s Value

Knowing where to start when evaluating your Barbie doll can be challenging. Here are some practical steps to
help estimate its worth.

Research Online Marketplaces and Auction Results

Platforms like eBay, Etsy, and specialized auction houses provide a wealth of information on recent sales and
asking prices. Look for completed listings to see what buyers are actually paying rather than just listed
prices. This approach helps you gauge realistic market value.

Consult Barbie Collectors’ Guides and Communities

Numerous books and online resources are dedicated to Barbie collecting and valuation. Joining forums,
Facebook groups, or collector clubs can provide valuable insights and even appraisals. Experienced collectors
often share tips on identifying rare dolls or spotting reproductions.



Check for Authenticity and Original Features

Counterfeit or reproduction Barbie dolls exist, especially for highly valuable models. Authentic dolls
usually have specific markings on the back of the neck or body, such as the year of manufacture and “Mattel”
branding. Original clothing, hairstyles, and accessories also help confirm authenticity.

Condition Grading

Assess your doll’s condition carefully. The collecting community typically grades dolls using terms like Mint,
Near Mint, Excellent, Good, Fair, and Poor. Factors like paint wear, hair condition, joint stiffness, and garment
integrity all influence the grade.

Tips for Preserving and Increasing Barbie Doll Value

If you’re looking to maintain or even grow your Barbie doll’s value over time, some preservation strategies are
essential.

Store Dolls Properly

Keep dolls away from direct sunlight, humidity, and dust. Using acid-free tissue paper and sturdy storage boxes
can prevent damage. Avoid excessive handling, which can wear out delicate features.

Keep Original Packaging and Accessories

Preserving the original box, tags, stands, and outfit pieces is critical. Even small accessories like shoes or
jewelry add to the overall value of the doll.

Document Provenance

If you know the doll’s history, such as where and when it was purchased, that information can enhance its
appeal to collectors. Keeping receipts, certificates of authenticity, and photos can add credibility.

Rising Trends and What to Watch in Barbie Doll Values Guide

The Barbie collecting world is dynamic, with trends shifting based on pop culture, nostalgia, and market
demand.

Diversity and Representation Barbies

Recent years have seen Mattel expand its lineup to include Barbies of various ethnicities, body types, and
abilities. Some of these newer dolls, especially limited runs or collaborations, are becoming collectible quickly
as they reflect modern values and inclusivity.



Collaborations with Designers and Pop Icons

Barbie dolls created in partnership with fashion designers like Christian Dior or celebrities such as Billie Eilish
often become highly desirable collectibles. Keeping an eye on upcoming collaborations can offer investment
opportunities.

Vintage Barbie Restorations

Some collectors invest time and money in professionally restoring vintage Barbies to improve condition and
value. While this can be controversial, a well-executed restoration that maintains authenticity can boost a
doll’s market appeal.

Exploring Barbie doll values is like uncovering a fascinating slice of pop culture history. With a bit of
research, patience, and care, you can discover what makes your Barbie truly special and potentially valuable.
Whether you’re holding a classic ponytail doll or a contemporary collector’s edition, understanding the
nuances of Barbie doll values guide can turn your passion into a rewarding journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What factors influence the value of a Barbie doll?

The value of a Barbie doll is influenced by factors such as its age, rarity, condition, packaging, and whether it
is a limited edition or part of a special collection.

How can I determine the authenticity of a vintage Barbie doll?

To determine authenticity, check for manufacturer markings, original packaging, and compare the doll’s features
to known authentic models using reliable guides or expert appraisals.

Where can I find a reliable Barbie doll values guide?

Reliable Barbie doll values guides can be found in specialized collector books, reputable auction websites,
collector forums, and dedicated Barbie collecting websites like BarbieCollector.com.

Are boxed Barbie dolls generally more valuable than unboxed ones?

Yes, Barbie dolls in their original, unopened boxes are typically more valuable to collectors because they are
in mint condition and preserve the original packaging.

How has the value of Barbie dolls changed over the years?

The value of Barbie dolls has generally increased for rare and vintage models, especially limited editions, while
common dolls may have stable or lower values depending on market demand and condition.

Additional Resources
Barbie Doll Values Guide: Understanding the Worth of Iconic Collectibles

barbie doll values guide serves as an essential resource for collectors, enthusiasts, and sellers interested in
the intricate market of Barbie dolls. Since her debut in 1959, Barbie has evolved from a simple children's toy to



a significant collectible item, with certain editions fetching high prices at auctions and private sales. This guide
delves into the factors influencing Barbie doll values, highlighting key models, rarity, condition, and market
trends to provide a thorough understanding of what drives the valuation of these iconic dolls.

The Dynamics of Barbie Doll Valuation

Valuing Barbie dolls is a nuanced process impacted by multiple variables, including the doll’s age, condition,
rarity, and provenance. Early Barbie dolls from the late 1950s and 1960s typically command higher prices due
to their historical significance and limited production compared to modern mass-produced versions. However,
even recent limited editions can hold substantial value if they are rare or associated with notable
collaborations.

Age and Historical Significance

One of the primary determinants in the Barbie doll values guide is the doll’s age. Original Barbie dolls from
Mattel’s initial runs are highly prized. For example, the 1959 Barbie with blonde ponytail and black and white
swimsuit is a collector’s favorite, often valued between $2,000 to $10,000 depending on condition and
completeness. The historical importance of these dolls lies not only in their vintage appeal but also their
reflection of mid-20th-century culture and toy manufacturing.

Condition and Completeness

Condition significantly affects a Barbie doll's market price. Dolls in mint condition with original packaging,
accessories, and clothing retain higher values. Collectors and resellers closely inspect for wear, color
fading, missing parts, or damage such as cracks or broken joints. Dolls graded as “mint in box” (MIB) or “mint on
card” (MOC) can fetch premiums in the thousands, especially when accompanied by certificates of authenticity.

Rarity and Edition Types

Barbie’s extensive production history includes numerous limited editions, special releases, and collaborations
that elevate rarity. For example, the 1999 Happy Holidays Barbie, produced in limited quantities with
elaborate holiday-themed attire, often exceeds $1,000 in value. Similarly, designer Barbies and collaborations
with fashion houses like Versace or special anniversary editions create a scarcity effect, increasing collector
demand and price.

Key Barbie Dolls and Their Market Values

Over the decades, several Barbie dolls have become benchmarks in the collector market. Understanding these key
models offers insight into how values fluctuate over time and what to look for in a prized collectible.

1959 Blonde Ponytail Barbie

Widely considered the “Holy Grail” of Barbie collecting, the first edition blonde ponytail Barbie is a standout
in the Barbie doll values guide. Dolls in exceptional condition, especially those with intact original swimsuits
and shoes, have sold for upwards of $10,000 at auction. Variations such as the brunette version or those
with different hairstyles carry slightly different values but remain highly sought after.



Barbie and the Rockers (1986)

This line introduced a new, edgy aesthetic and is popular among collectors of 1980s pop culture memorabilia.
While not as pricey as early Barbies, mint condition Rockers dolls can range from $200 to $700, depending on
the completeness of accessories and packaging.

Barbie Silkstone Collection

Launched in the early 2000s, the Silkstone collection features dolls made from a heavier, porcelain-like
material aimed at adult collectors. Limited editions from this series often sell between $100 and $500, with
some rare pieces appreciating further due to limited production runs.

Factors Influencing Barbie Doll Values Over Time

Barbie doll values are not static; they change based on market demand, cultural trends, and even external
economic factors. Seasonal interest, anniversaries, and media exposure can temporarily boost prices.

Market Demand and Popularity Trends

Collector interest can ebb and flow. For example, spikes in Barbie’s cultural relevance due to movies,
documentaries, or fashion collaborations often increase demand for certain dolls. The 2023 Barbie movie, for
instance, reignited interest in classic and themed dolls, impacting prices positively.

Authenticity and Provenance

Dolls accompanied by certificates of authenticity or provenance documentation typically command higher
prices. Provenance links the doll to original ownership, limited edition series, or special events, providing buyer
confidence and justifying higher bids.

Restoration and Preservation

Proper preservation methods such as climate-controlled storage and avoiding UV exposure help maintain or
increase Barbie doll values. Conversely, restoration efforts, while sometimes necessary, can detract from
authenticity and lower value unless performed by expert conservators.

Comparing Barbie Doll Values to Other Collectibles

In the broader collectibles market, Barbie dolls occupy a unique niche that blends toy nostalgia with fashion
and pop culture appeal. Compared to action figures or comic books, Barbie dolls often appreciate more slowly
but steadily, driven by a dedicated collector base focused on condition and limited editions.

Action Figures: Generally target a predominantly male demographic, often tied to franchises like Star
Wars or Marvel. Values can skyrocket quickly due to character popularity and rarity.



Comic Books: Values hinge on issue rarity, iconic characters, and condition. High-grade comics
frequently outpace Barbie dolls in value but require specialized knowledge.

Barbie Dolls: Appeal to a diverse demographic including female collectors and fashion enthusiasts, with
value tied closely to production era, condition, and cultural significance.

This comparative context highlights how Barbie doll values guide helps enthusiasts navigate a complex market
distinct from other collectibles.

Tips for Collectors and Sellers

Understanding Barbie doll values is crucial whether you’re buying for investment, personal collection, or
resale. Here are strategic considerations:

Research Thoroughly: Use databases, auction results, and collector forums to gauge current market1.
values.

Verify Authenticity: Always confirm that dolls are genuine Mattel products with original features.2.

Assess Condition Accurately: Document any wear and seek professional grading if possible.3.

Preserve Packaging: Retain original boxes and accessories to maximize value.4.

Stay Updated: Monitor market trends and cultural events that may influence demand.5.

By adhering to these guidelines, collectors can make informed decisions and optimize the financial and sentimental
returns from their Barbie investments.

The realm of Barbie collecting continues to evolve as new editions emerge and vintage dolls gain appreciation.
Navigating this landscape requires a careful balance of historical knowledge, market awareness, and passion.
The Barbie doll values guide is an indispensable tool in this process, helping stakeholders understand the
multifaceted nature of Barbie’s worth beyond mere nostalgia.

Barbie Doll Values Guide

Find other PDF articles:
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  barbie doll values guide: Warman's Barbie Doll Field Guide Sharon Verbeten, 2009-05-02
This fun, affordable and fact-filled guide allows you to bask in the beauty of Barbie, while providing
details to help you identify and assess the value of the dolls in your collection, or those you dream
about owning. The perfect size to use at shops, garage sales, and during online auctions, this guide
contains fashion sets and nearly 50 years of the most valuable and collectible Barbie dolls.
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  barbie doll values guide: The Barbie Doll Years Patrick C. Olds, Joyce L. Olds, 2005-11
Although many identification and reference books have been written about Barbie? dolls, most of
them are very difficult to search for basic information. Since the first edition of The Barbie? Doll
Years, Patrick and Joyce Olds have made cataloging a collection a snap. Every Barbie? doll, her
friends, and their accessories are listed alphabetically by name and by year, making it possible to
locate a specific doll even if you only know one of these details. Over 30,000 listings are at your
fingertips, featured in a way that makes identification of one or 100 dolls easy. Cases, furniture,
houses, paper dolls, children's clothes, jewelry, games, and more are included, as well as over 100
beautiful full-color photographs of vintage Barbie? dolls. To make it a complete reference, current
market values based on actual selling prices throughout the country are provided. This essential
guide is a must for all Barbie? doll collectors and dealers.2006 values.
  barbie doll values guide: HowExpert Guide to Doll Collecting HowExpert, Charlotte Hopkins,
2022-02-02 If you want to learn about the history of dolls, caring for and storing your dolls, starting
a collection, buying, selling, and collecting collectible dolls, doll knowledge for collectors, and
joining the doll community, then check out HowExpert Guide to Doll Collecting. The first toy ever
made was the doll! Today doll collecting is the world’s largest hobby. Dolls remind us of our favorite
childhood moments, a time in history that we are most fond of, and even a beloved art style reflected
through the doll. HowExpert Guide to Doll Collecting can lead you through the stages of doll
collecting. Whether you are starting a collection or adding on to one, there is a wide variety of dolls
to choose from. These include ceremonial dolls, bisque dolls, rag dolls, and paper dolls, to the
beloved characters like Strawberry Shortcake, Cabbage Patch Kids, and Barbie. Finding that doll
that brings out your love for collecting is the easy part. In this book, you will learn the proper care
for dolls, doll lingo, how to spot a replica, and tips on keeping a logbook. We even took a peek at the
history of haunted dolls. The tips in HowExpert Guide to Doll Collecting will show doll enthusiasts
just what they need to know to become doll collectors. Check out HowExpert Guide to Doll
Collecting for learning about the history of dolls, caring for and storing your dolls, starting a
collection, buying, selling, and collecting collectible dolls, doll knowledge for collectors, and joining
the doll community! About the Author Charlotte Hopkins is a freelance writer from Pennsylvania;
she is an author of nine books, including her children’s books, featuring Pixie Trist and Bo, and her
“365 Days” series. She wrote the book, From the Dark Tunnel, about surviving child abuse, under
the pen name Tori Kannyn. She was also published three times in the Chicken Soup for the Soul
series, the Shadows & Light Anthology, and Authors for Haiti. She has released a line of journals and
logbooks under “Kannyn Books.” She is also a collector of several items. Her first collection was
keychains. She also collects penguins, wooden boxes, miniatures (including miniature books),
journals, and pens. She just started collecting Magic 8 Balls and Pen Cups. She has a fondness for
writing, photography, astrology, history, museums, and everything purple! HowExpert publishes
how to guides by everyday experts.
  barbie doll values guide: The Definitive Guide to Collecting Black Dolls Debbie Behan Garrett,
2003 Collectors will delight in acquiring the first and only Black dolls book that is completely
published in Full Color! Author Debbie Garrett has written an extensive book of reference on
vintage, modern, fashion and artist Black dolls. Featured in this book are Black dolls made from
cloth, bisque, celluloid, composition, rubber, wood, and hard plastic. Fashion dolls, modern artist
dolls and other doll categories are covered. This long overdue, insightful book includes a price guide
and tips.
  barbie doll values guide: Identifying Barbie Dolls Janine Fennick, 1998 Traces the
development of the Barbie doll from 1959 through present day.
  barbie doll values guide: Doll Values Patsy Moyer, 2001-04 Well-known collector Moyer has
selected the best dolls for each section on antique and modern dolls. Listed alphabetically by
manufacturer, the doll's history, marks, descriptions and values are included. Illustrations.
  barbie doll values guide: Hallmark Keepsake Ornament Value Guide Nicki Pierce,
2005-07 This value guide for Hallmark Keepsake Ornaments made between 1973 and 2005 is the



most comprehensive guide to secondary market prices ever produced. It contains over 6,000 entries,
which include Christmas Ornaments, Easter/Spring Ornaments, Special Issue Ornaments,
Miniatures, and Other Special Items. Editorials cover the history of Christmas Ornaments and
everything Hallmark has done to promote ornament collectability since it began producing
Christmas Ornaments.
  barbie doll values guide: Doll Fashion Anthology and Price Guide Glenn A Mandeville, Glenn
A. Mandeville, 1996-03
  barbie doll values guide: HowExpert Guide to Toy Collecting HowExpert, Charlotte
Hopkins, 2021-08-22 If you want to discover how to find, buy, collect, and sell collectible toys, then
check out HowExpert Guide to Toy Collecting. Toys are the one item that connects us all. They bring
us back to our childhood and reconnect us to a simpler time in life. Toys carry some of our favorite
memories. Some collectors choose toys that they dreamed of having but never did – until now. Today
is the day to reach out and grab that special toy and build a collection all around it! You will find just
what you need to do all that in HowExpert Guide to Toy Collecting. One of the essential aspects of
collecting toys is to know their history. This book is chock full of historical dates and facts that all
collectors should know, including information on identifying toys and their manufacturer. In
addition, there are resources and tips on how to find collectible toys (both old and new) along with
the safest ways to clean, display, and take care of these toys. Learn where to meet fellow collectors
and the best ways to sell and trade collectible toys, all through the pages of this guide. Check out
HowExpert Guide to Toy Collecting now! About the Expert Charlotte Hopkins is a freelance writer
from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. She is an author of nine books, including her children’s books,
featuring Pixie Trist and Bo, and her “365 Days” series. She was also published three times in the
Chicken Soup for the Soul series, the Shadows & Light Anthology, and Authors for Haiti. She has
released a line of journals and logbooks under “Kannyn Books.” She is also a collector of several
items. Her first collection was keychains, and she collects penguins, wooden boxes, miniatures
(including miniature books), journals, and pens. She just started collecting Magic 8 Balls and Pen
Cups. She has a fondness for writing, photography, astrology, history, museums, and everything
purple! HowExpert publishes quick ‘how to’ guides on all topics from A to Z by everyday experts.
  barbie doll values guide: The Official Price Guide to Antique and Modern Dolls 1985 House Of
Collectibles, 1985-06
  barbie doll values guide: Barbie Forever Robin Gerber, 2019-09-24 Barbie Forever: Her
Inspiration, History, and Legacy presents a detailed, fully authorized portrait of this beloved doll
through all-new interviews, original sketches, vintage photos, advertisements, and much
more—including a foreword by Olympic fencing medalist Ibtihaj Muhammad. A double-sided foldout
timeline showcases important moments in Barbie history. Explore how the doll came to be, what it
takes to create one of her many looks, and how her legacy continues to influence the world. Since
her debut in 1959, Barbie has been breaking boundaries and highlighting major moments in art,
fashion, and culture. She has been an interpreter of taste and style in every historic period she has
lived through and has reflected female empowerment through the more than 200 careers she has
embodied. Today, an international icon, Barbie continues to spark imaginations and influence
conversations around the world. Barbie Forever is a vibrant celebration for the Barbie Girl in all of
us.
  barbie doll values guide: Barbie Robin Gerber, 2024-04-16 Take an enthralling and richly
illustrated trip through the official real-world story of the Barbie™ doll—from groundbreaking toy to
beacon of female empowerment. Created in partnership with Mattel to celebrate Barbie doll’s 65th
anniversary and featuring rare images from their archives, Barbie: Her Inspiration, History, and
Legacy is a stunning tribute to the beloved pop culture icon that has echoed the taste, style, and
events of every decade she has experienced. Recall the joy of opening a brand-new Barbie box with
this sumptuously designed book chronicling every step in the beloved doll’s journey, from
entrepreneurial pioneer Ruth Handler’s creation of Barbie in 1959 to the record-breaking film in
2023, and beyond, including: The Birth of Barbie – Learn how Ruth Handler came up with the idea of



a doll that allowed little girls to play at being women, then overcame a parade of
challenges—including disbelief from her male colleagues that mothers would buy their daughters an
adult doll with full-grown breasts—and persevered to create the wildly successful Barbie doll and
prove her doubters wrong. Breaking Boundaries – Follow the path that Barbie took from teenage
fashion model to over 200 different careers, including trailblazing roles like astronaut in 1965,
beating the first American woman, Sally Ride, into space by nearly 20 years, to surgeon in 1973, at a
time when the total number of women physicians in the US was around 5 percent, to other
male-dominated roles like Marine Corps sergeant, a business executive, and President of the United
States. Reflecting Diversity – See how a doll that started with a choice of either blonde or brunette
hair now boasts 35 skin tones, 97 hair styles, and 9 body types, with those numbers growing each
year. Barbie in Fashion and Art – Explore how the fashion and art worlds have influenced and been
influenced by Barbie, from limited edition Barbie fashions from premiere designers like Christian
Dior and Michael Kors to a portrait of Barbie by Andy Warhol. Barbie in Pop Culture – Discover all
the ways that Barbie has influenced pop culture, from Barbie bloggers and collectors to how her
movie smashed records as the highest-grossing domestic release in history, granting its female
director, Greta Gerwig, the prize for the highest-grossing film directed by a woman. Barbie: Her
Inspiration, History, and Legacy reveals how Barbie is more than a toy—she is an ideal that lives
forever, encouraging girls to persist through to become whatever they dream to be.
  barbie doll values guide: Ultimate Guide to Collecting Frances A. Karnes, Kristen R. Stephens,
2005-06 Provides tips on how to start, organize, maintain, and display a collection and includes
advice from young people who are currently maintaining collections.
  barbie doll values guide: Barbie Exclusives, Book II Margo Rana, 1996 Barbie collectors have
anxiously anticipated the companion volume to Rana's enthusiastically received first Barbie
Exclusives book. This volume is of particular interest because it features Dolls of the World, Festival
Dolls, and more of the customized exclusives that have been released to date. Over 300 stunning
color photos complement the informative text.
  barbie doll values guide: The Collector's Encyclopedia of Russel Wright Ann Kerr, 1998
This informative book features furniture, housewares, lamps, wood, metal works, fabrics, and more.
There are hundreds of photos, vintage catalogs and advertisements, and current values for all items.
  barbie doll values guide: A Study Guide for Marge Piercy's "Barbie Doll" Gale, Cengage
Learning, 2016 A Study Guide for Marge Piercy's Barbie Doll, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed
Poetry for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author
biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For
any literature project, trust Poetry for Students for all of your research needs.
  barbie doll values guide: Barbie Kristin Noelle Weissman, 1999 This thesis is a cultural
analysis of: a) women's idealized perception of the Barbie doll, & b) the construction of the Barbie
doll image through marketing. In addition, both areas will provide a concentrated emphasis on
respectability. The analysis will be focused on Barbie's creation in 1959, & on the current practices
of representations in 1999. The thesis is divided into two phases. Phase one illustrates the
interpretation of how women perceive Barbie, & how they see themselves in her likeness. It further
explores the determined impression of the doll as respectable. Phase two examines the way that
Barbie is presented in the market & the techniques used to formulate the intended representations
of the doll. The analysis of the thesis focuses solely on her introduction in 1959, & on her current
distinction. The Barbie doll is an iconic image. The symbol of the feminine ideal which has caused
women to perceive & recognize this figure in a personal light. Further, her existence in the
marketplace creates a continual awareness in women to identify & evolve with this object as she
captures the culture. It is critical to examine the conception & portrayal of an icon such as the
Barbie doll. As a predominant feature in American culture & society, she is a fictitious character that
many have contrived into a reality. She is a name that strikes instant familiarity, & she is a name
that evokes controversy, emulation, & success. This thesis achieves a comprehensive look into her
importance to women, & the ways in which her corporate creators make her accessible to fulfill this



need. Therefore, this thesis accurately makes a connection between the marketing of the Barbie doll,
& the building of an icon.
  barbie doll values guide: Price Guide to Contemporary Collectibles and Limited Editions
, 2000
  barbie doll values guide: Forever Barbie: The Unauthorized Biography of a Real Doll M.G.
Lord, 2024-03-05 Barbie is a strong, independent doll. But is she a feminist icon? It’s complicated.
Since her introduction in 1959, Barbie’s impact has been revolutionary. Far from being a toy
designed by men to oppress women, she was a toy invented by women to teach women what was
expected of them, for better or for worse. Whether tarred-and-glittered as antifeminist puffery or
celebrated as a feminist icon (or, at any rate, an important cultural touchstone in understanding
feminism) Barbie has undeniably influenced generations of girls. In Forever Barbie, cultural critic,
investigative journalist, and first-generation Barbie owner M. G. Lord uncovers the surprising story
behind Barbie’s smash success. Revealing her low origins as “Bild Lilli,” a risqué doll for adults sold
as a gag gift in postwar Germany, Forever Barbie traces Barbie’s development and transformation,
through countless makeovers and career changes, into an international pop culture icon and now
“traditional toy.” Though not every doll in the line has been a hit—with pregnant Midge and Growing
up Skipper among the more intriguing disasters—Barbie’s endurance, Lord writes, speaks as much
to Mattel’s successful marketing as it does to our society’s overall ambivalence toward femininity.
With new accessories, including a preface on the latest developments in the Barbieverse, Forever
Barbie “will make you think of America’s most celebrated plastic doll in ways you never have before”
(Susan Faludi).
  barbie doll values guide: The Grove Encyclopedia of Decorative Arts Gordon Campbell,
2006-11-09 The Grove Encyclopedia of Decorative Arts covers thousands of years of decorative arts
production throughout western and non-western culture. With over 1,000 entries, as well as
hundreds drawn from the 34-volume Dictionary of Art, this topical collection is a valuable resource
for those interested in the history, practice, and mechanics of the decorative arts. Accompanied by
almost 100 color and more than 500 black and white illustrations, the 1,290 pages of this title
include hundreds of entries on artists and craftsmen, the qualities and historic uses of materials, as
well as concise definitions on art forms and style. Explore the works of Alvar Aalto, Charles and Ray
Eames, and the Wiener Wekstatte, or delve into the history of Navajo blankets and wing chairs in
thousands of entries on artists, craftsmen, designers, workshops, and decorative art forms.
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