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lou reed the last interview lou reed offers a rare and intimate glimpse into the mind of one of rock

music’s most enigmatic figures. Known for his groundbreaking work as the frontman of The Velvet

Underground and his prolific solo career, Lou Reed’s final interview captures the essence of his

artistry, philosophy, and the reflections of a man who transformed the musical landscape. For fans and

newcomers alike, exploring this interview provides a deeper understanding of the complexities behind

Reed’s music and persona.

Understanding Lou Reed’s Impact Through His Last Interview

Lou Reed’s influence on alternative and rock music is undeniable. His poetic lyrics, distinctive voice,

and willingness to confront uncomfortable truths set him apart from his contemporaries. The last

interview with Lou Reed stands as a testament to his enduring spirit and unique outlook on life and art.

It reveals a man who was both candid and contemplative, unafraid to discuss his past, his creative

process, and his views on fame and legacy.

The Significance of the Last Interview

When artists give their final interviews, these conversations often become historical artifacts—capturing

thoughts and emotions that might otherwise remain unspoken. Lou Reed’s last interview is no

exception. It sheds light on:

- His reflections on decades of making music

- Personal challenges, including his health battles



- His thoughts on the evolving music industry

- How he viewed his own legacy and influence

This interview is more than just a retrospective; it’s a window into the evolving mindset of an artist who

never stopped pushing boundaries.

Key Themes Explored in Lou Reed’s Final Conversation

Lou Reed’s last interview touches on several profound themes that resonate both with his life story

and his artistic journey.

Artistic Integrity and Innovation

One of the standout elements in the last interview is Reed’s unwavering commitment to artistic

integrity. Despite the allure of commercial success, Reed always prioritized authenticity. He spoke

about the importance of staying true to one’s vision, even when it meant alienating mainstream

audiences.

Reed’s willingness to experiment—whether through avant-garde sounds, controversial lyrics, or

unconventional collaborations—was a defining feature of his career. In the last interview, he reflected

on how innovation wasn’t just a strategy but a necessity for his creative survival.

The Complex Relationship with Fame

Lou Reed’s relationship with fame was complicated. The last interview reveals his nuanced take on

celebrity culture. While he appreciated the platform fame provided, he was critical of the superficial

aspects of the music industry and media.



He discussed how fame often obscured the real person behind the public image and expressed a

desire to be understood beyond his persona. This candidness adds a layer of vulnerability to the

interview, helping fans see the man behind the music.

Life, Mortality, and Legacy

Given that this interview was conducted toward the end of his life, Reed’s meditations on mortality are

particularly poignant. He spoke frankly about his health struggles and how facing death influenced his

perspective on art and existence.

Reed expressed a desire for his work to be remembered for its honesty and impact rather than for

commercial accolades. His reflections highlight the universal human quest to leave a meaningful

legacy.

Insights into Lou Reed’s Creative Process

For musicians, songwriters, and fans interested in the craft behind the music, the last interview with

Lou Reed offers valuable insights.

From Inspiration to Execution

Reed described his songwriting as a blend of raw emotion and careful craftsmanship. He emphasized

the importance of observation and storytelling, often drawing from personal experiences and urban

life’s gritty realities.

He also discussed the role of collaboration, especially his formative work with The Velvet Underground

and producer John Cale, explaining how these partnerships shaped his sound.



Balancing Experimentation and Accessibility

While Lou Reed was known for pushing musical boundaries, he also acknowledged the need for some

level of accessibility to connect with listeners. The interview reveals his thought process in balancing

avant-garde elements with melodies and lyrics that audiences could relate to.

This balance was key to his enduring appeal and helped cement his status as a pioneer in alternative

rock.

Why Lou Reed’s Last Interview Matters Today

In an era where music consumption is rapid and often fleeting, Lou Reed’s last interview serves as a

powerful reminder of the depth and complexity behind great artistry. It encourages listeners to engage

more thoughtfully with music and to appreciate the stories and struggles behind the songs.

Lessons for Aspiring Artists

Aspiring musicians and creative individuals can draw several lessons from Reed’s reflections:

Stay authentic: Prioritize your own artistic vision over commercial trends.

Embrace experimentation: Don’t be afraid to take risks and challenge norms.

Understand your legacy: Think about the impact you want your work to have beyond immediate

success.

Be resilient: Prepare for the ups and downs that come with a creative career.



Continuing Lou Reed’s Influence

Even years after his passing, Lou Reed’s music and philosophy continue to inspire new generations of

artists. His last interview is a crucial piece of this legacy, providing context and clarity to his

contributions.

For music historians, journalists, and fans, revisiting this conversation offers an opportunity to celebrate

Reed’s life and better understand the motivations behind his enduring work.

Where to Find Lou Reed’s Last Interview

For those interested in exploring Lou Reed’s final thoughts in full, the last interview is available in

various formats. It has been published in print, featured in documentaries, and shared across reputable

music journalism platforms.

Seeking out these sources not only enriches one’s appreciation of Reed’s artistry but also connects

readers with one of rock’s most honest and thought-provoking voices.

---

Lou Reed’s last interview remains a compelling dialogue that captures the spirit of a musical icon

confronting the end of his journey with honesty and insight. It invites us all to look beyond the surface

and appreciate the complexities of an artist who changed the way we think about music and

storytelling.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Lou Reed: The Last Interview'?

'Lou Reed: The Last Interview' is a published collection of the final in-depth interviews with Lou Reed,

capturing his thoughts on his career, music, and life shortly before his passing.

When was 'Lou Reed: The Last Interview' released?

'Lou Reed: The Last Interview' was released posthumously in 2014, compiling interviews conducted in

the last years of his life.

What topics does Lou Reed discuss in 'The Last Interview'?

In 'The Last Interview,' Lou Reed discusses his creative process, experiences with The Velvet

Underground, his solo career, views on fame, and reflections on mortality.

Why is 'Lou Reed: The Last Interview' significant to fans and music

historians?

It provides a rare, candid insight into Lou Reed's mindset and artistic philosophy near the end of his

life, enriching the understanding of his legacy.

Are there any notable quotes from Lou Reed in 'The Last Interview'?

Yes, Lou Reed shares memorable reflections such as his thoughts on artistic freedom and the

evolution of rock music, highlighting his unique perspective.

How does 'Lou Reed: The Last Interview' differ from previous

interviews?

This interview series captures a more reflective and personal Lou Reed, offering deeper introspection



compared to earlier, more promotional interviews.

Where can I read or listen to 'Lou Reed: The Last Interview'?

'Lou Reed: The Last Interview' is available in various formats including print collections, online music

journalism platforms, and some audio interview archives.

Did Lou Reed discuss his health or personal challenges in 'The Last

Interview'?

Yes, Lou Reed touched upon his health issues and personal struggles, providing an honest look at

how these experiences influenced his later work.

Additional Resources

Lou Reed The Last Interview Lou Reed: A Reflective Journey into the Mind of a Rock Legend

lou reed the last interview lou reed offers a rare and profound glimpse into the thoughts, philosophies,

and legacy of one of rock music’s most influential figures. As the frontman of The Velvet Underground

and a solo artist, Reed’s career spanned decades marked by innovation, controversy, and artistic

evolution. His final interview serves not only as a reflective piece on his own life and work but also as

a testament to his enduring impact on music and culture. This article delves into the nuances of that

last conversation, exploring Reed’s introspections, the themes discussed, and the cultural resonance

that continues to surround his name.

Contextualizing Lou Reed’s Final Interview

Lou Reed’s last interview was conducted shortly before his passing in 2013, at a time when he was

grappling with serious health issues following a liver transplant. This context adds a poignant layer to



the discourse, as Reed reflects on mortality, creativity, and the complexities of his career with a

candidness rarely captured in earlier dialogues. Unlike more promotional or surface-level interviews,

this final conversation reveals a man at peace with his contradictions and legacy, offering nuanced

insights into his identity beyond the public persona.

The Significance of Timing and Tone

The timing of this last interview is critical to understanding its depth. Reed, aware of his declining

health, approached the interview with a blend of frankness and philosophical detachment. The tone is

neither defensive nor nostalgic; rather, it conveys a clear-eyed acceptance of his past, including his

struggles with addiction, his complex relationship with fame, and his persistent drive to push artistic

boundaries. This maturity in tone distinguishes the interview from previous ones, where Reed was

often more provocative or enigmatic.

Key Themes Explored in the Interview

Several key themes emerge throughout the interview that illuminate Reed’s mindset during his final

days:

Artistic Integrity and Innovation: Reed discusses his commitment to originality and his disdain

for commercial pressures that often compromise artistic vision.

Life and Mortality: Reflections on death and the fleeting nature of existence permeate his

answers, providing a somber yet insightful perspective.

Legacy and Influence: Reed contemplates how he will be remembered, acknowledging both the

cult status of The Velvet Underground and his solo work’s critical acclaim.



Personal Demons and Redemption: The interview touches on his battles with addiction and how

these experiences shaped his music and worldview.

Analyzing Lou Reed’s Reflections on Music and Culture

Lou Reed’s last interview serves as a valuable resource for understanding his views on the evolution

of music and its cultural implications. He critiques the music industry’s commercialization and laments

the loss of raw, authentic expression in contemporary works. This perspective aligns with his lifelong

ethos of embracing the unconventional and championing subcultures that challenge mainstream

norms.

Reed on The Velvet Underground’s Enduring Impact

One of the most compelling segments of the interview centers on The Velvet Underground’s influence.

Reed acknowledges that while the band did not achieve widespread commercial success during its

active years, its impact was seismic in shaping alternative and punk rock movements. His reflections

underscore the paradox of artistic innovation often being underappreciated in its time, a theme

resonant in many avant-garde creators’ careers.

Solo Career Insights and Evolution

Transitioning from band frontman to solo artist, Reed experimented with diverse styles ranging from

glam rock to experimental noise. In the interview, he discusses how this evolution was driven by a

desire to avoid stagnation and continually challenge both himself and his listeners. His solo work,

including iconic albums such as “Transformer” and “Berlin,” is presented as an extension of his

artistic quest rather than a departure.



The Role of Vulnerability and Honesty in the Interview

One of the defining features of lou reed the last interview lou reed is the palpable sense of

vulnerability. Unlike earlier public appearances where Reed sometimes adopted a guarded or

confrontational stance, this final exchange reveals a man unafraid to confront his own flaws and fears.

This openness enhances the interview’s authenticity and provides a richer understanding of Reed’s

complex personality.

Dealing with Health and Mortality

Reed’s discussion about his health struggles is marked by a stoic acceptance rather than bitterness.

He speaks candidly about the physical toll of his lifestyle and medical challenges, illustrating a

pragmatic approach to mortality that contrasts with the often romanticized image of rock stars. This

frankness invites readers to reconsider the human realities behind the mythos of celebrity.

The Intersection of Art and Personal Experience

Throughout the interview, Reed emphasizes how his personal experiences—both painful and

joyous—served as the wellspring for his art. This interplay between life and music is a recurring motif,

highlighting his belief that authentic expression requires embracing one’s truth without censorship or

compromise.

SEO Perspectives: Maximizing Reach with Lou Reed’s Last

Interview

From an SEO standpoint, lou reed the last interview lou reed remains a highly searched phrase,



capturing interest from fans, researchers, and music historians. To optimize content around this topic,

integrating related keywords such as “Lou Reed legacy,” “The Velvet Underground interview,” “Lou

Reed final thoughts,” and “Lou Reed health struggles” is essential. These LSI keywords enrich the

article’s relevance for search engines while maintaining natural readability.

Strategic Keyword Placement

Effective SEO writing involves dispersing keywords organically throughout the text. In this article, the

phrase “lou reed the last interview lou reed” is strategically employed in critical sections such as the

introduction and analysis, ensuring prominence without redundancy. Similarly, variations and related

terms appear in discussions about Reed’s career, health, and legacy, broadening the semantic field.

Content Depth and Engagement

Search engines favor content that offers depth and comprehensive coverage. By addressing multiple

facets of Reed’s last interview—context, themes, personal reflections, and cultural impact—this article

meets those criteria. Moreover, the professional tone and investigative style enhance credibility,

encouraging user engagement and time spent on page.

Understanding Lou Reed’s Cultural Resonance Today

Even years after his death, Lou Reed’s artistic influence continues to resonate across music, art, and

popular culture. His last interview crystallizes many of the elements that made him a unique voice: his

fearless exploration of taboo subjects, his boundary-pushing soundscapes, and his uncompromising

individuality. For scholars and fans alike, the interview is a vital artifact that encapsulates Reed’s

enduring mystique.



The Last Interview as a Historical Document

Beyond its immediate content, the interview functions as a historical document, capturing the mindset

of a pivotal figure at life’s end. It offers future generations insights into the creative process and the

personal costs of artistic dedication. In this way, it transcends the typical celebrity interview and enters

the realm of cultural testimony.

Influence on Contemporary Artists

Many modern musicians cite Lou Reed and The Velvet Underground as foundational influences. The

candid perspectives shared in his final interview shed light on the ethos that continues to inspire artists

who seek to challenge conventions and express authenticity. Reed’s willingness to confront difficult

topics remains a blueprint for artistic courage.

Lou Reed’s final interview is more than a farewell; it is a profound exploration of a life lived on the

cutting edge of music and culture. Through his reflective and unvarnished discourse, readers gain a

deeper appreciation for the man behind the music and the legacy that continues to shape generations.
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interviews are as pithy and brilliant as the man himself.
  lou reed the last interview lou reed: Lou Reed: The Last Interview Lou Reed, 2015-01-27 A
revealing collection of interviews with one of the greatest artists in the history of rock ’n’ roll—as
brilliant, punchy, and blustery as the man himself In this collection of powerful interviews given over
thirty years—including his final interview—Lou Reed oscillates between losing patience with his
interviewers (he was famous for walking out on them) and sharing profound observations on the
human experience, especially as he reflects on poetry and novels, the joy of live performances, and
the power of sound. In conversation with legendary rock critics and authors he respected, Reed’s
interviews are as pithy and brilliant as the man himself.
  lou reed the last interview lou reed: Lou Reed: The Last Interview Lou Reed, 2015-01-27 A
revealing collection of interviews with one of the greatest artists in the history of rock ’n’ roll—as
brilliant, punchy, and blustery as the man himself In this collection of powerful interviews given over
thirty years—including his final interview—Lou Reed oscillates between losing patience with his
interviewers (he was famous for walking out on them) and sharing profound observations on the
human experience, especially as he reflects on poetry and novels, the joy of live performances, and
the power of sound. In conversation with legendary rock critics and authors he respected, Reed’s
interviews are as pithy and brilliant as the man himself.
  lou reed the last interview lou reed: Lou Reed Anthony DeCurtis, 2017-10-05 A GUARDIAN
AND CHOICE BOOK OF THE YEAR 'A walk on the wild side with the alt-rock pioneer' GQ 'DeCurtis
is well placed to trace Reed's five-decade career, drawing on insider knowledge but skilfully
balancing it with detailed research and fascinating interviews' Mojo Magazine As lead singer and
songwriter for the Velvet Underground and a renowned solo artist, Lou Reed invented alternative
rock. His music, at once the height of sanctity and perversity, transcended a genre, speaking to
millions of listeners, inspiring a new generation of musicians, and forever changing the way we think
of that iconic era of sex, drugs, and rock 'n' roll. Throughout his five-decade career, Reed embodied
artistic self-awareness and captured the beauty, paranoia, and vivacity of his time into an array of hit
songs, experimental albums, and a larger-than-life persona. With such masterpieces as 'Sweet Jane'
and 'Walk on the Wild Side', Reed exerted an influence on popular music rivaled only by the likes of
Bob Dylan and the Beatles and is recognized to this day as one of the greatest musicians of the 20th
century. Now, just a few years after Reed's death, comes the thrilling, provocative story of his
complex life. An acclaimed Rolling Stone contributor, Anthony DeCurtis interviewed Reed
extensively and knew him well. With unparalleled access to Reed's friends, family, and dozens of
other intimate relations, DeCurtis brings Reed's story compellingly alive and deepens our
understanding of his indelible music. We travel deep into the underground artist clubs, listen along
in the studio as the Velvet Underground record their signature work, and revel in Reed's
relationship with legendaries like Andy Warhol, Patti Smith, and David Bowie. Insightful, revelatory,
and intimate, Lou Reed is a gripping tribute to a quintessential American icon.
  lou reed the last interview lou reed: Lou Reed Will Hermes, 2023-11-02 'The only Lou Reed
bio you need to read' The Washington Post One of Pitchfork's ten best music books of 2023 | A
Kirkus Reviews best nonfiction book of 2023 'A monumental work filled with first-person accounts of
the master's life and a dizzying array of never-before heard details' Michael Imperioli, author of The
Perfume Burned His Eyes The most complete and penetrating biography of the rock master, whose
stature grows every year. Since his death ten years ago, Lou Reed's living presence has only grown.
The great rock-poet presided over the marriage of Brill Building pop and the European avant-garde,
and left American culture transfigured. In Lou Reed: The King of New York, Will Hermes offers the
definitive narrative of Reed's life and legacy, dramatizing his long, brilliant, and contentious
dialogue with fans, critics, fellow artists, and assorted habitués of the demimonde. We witness
Reed's complex partnerships with David Bowie, Andy Warhol, John Cale, and Laurie Anderson; track
the deadpan wit, street-smart edge, and poetic flights that defined his craft as a singer and
songwriter with the Velvet Underground and beyond; and explore the artistic ambition and gift for
self-sabotage he took from his mentor Delmore Schwartz. As Hermes follows Reed from Lower East



Side cold-water flats to the landmark status he later achieved, he also tells the story of New York
City as a cultural capital. The first biographer to draw on the New York Public Library's
much-publicized Reed archive, Hermes employs the library collections, the release of previously
unheard recordings, and a wealth of recent interviews to give us a new Lou Reed-a pioneer in living
and writing about nonbinary sexuality and gender identity, a committed artist who pursued beauty
and noise with equal fervor, and a turbulent and sometimes truculent man whose emotional imprint
endures.
  lou reed the last interview lou reed: Janet Malcolm: The Last Interview MELVILLE
HOUSE, 2022-06-07 A provocative collection of interviews with the sublimely talented author of The
Journalist and the Murderer The legendary journalist, Janet Malcolm, opened her most famous work
The Journalist and the Murderer with the line: “Every journalist who is not too stupid or too full of
himself to notice what is going on knows that what he does is morally indefensible.” Ever since its
publication in 1980, she only increased her reputation as a devastatingly sharp writer, whose eye for
observation is matched only by her formal inventiveness and philosophical interrogations of the
relationship between journalist and subject. Predictably, as an interview subject herself, she was an
intimidating mark. In this collection, interviewers tangle with their own projections and
identifications, while she often, gamely, plays along. Full of insights about her writing process, the
craft of journalism, and her own analysis of her most famous works, this collection proves that Janet
Malcolm is just as elusive and enlightening in conversation as she was on paper.
  lou reed the last interview lou reed: The Contemporary Leonard Cohen Kait Pinder, Joel
Deshaye, 2023-11-28 The Contemporary Leonard Cohen is an exciting new study that offers an
original explanation of Leonard Cohen’s staying power and his various positions in music, literature,
and art. The death of Leonard Cohen received media attention across the globe, and this
international star remains dear to the hearts of many fans. This book examines the diversity of
Cohen’s art in the wake of his death, positioning him as a contemporary, multi-media artist whose
career was framed by the twentieth-century and neoliberal contexts of its production. The authors
borrow the idea of “the contemporary” especially from philosophy and art history, applying it to
Cohen for the first time—not only to the drawings that he included in some of his books but also to
his songs, poems, and novels. This idea helps us to understand Cohen’s techniques after his
postmodern experiments with poems and novels in the 1960s and 1970s. It also helps us to see how
his most recent songs, poems, and drawings developed out of that earlier material, including earlier
connections to other writers and musicians. Philosophically, “the contemporary” also sounds out the
deep feelings that Cohen’s work still generates in readers and listeners. Whether these feelings are
spiritual or secular, sincere or ironic, we get them partly from the sense of timeliness and the sense
of timelessness in Cohen’s lyrics and images, which speak to our own lives and times, our own
struggles and survival. From a set of international collaborators, The Contemporary Leonard Cohen
delivers an appreciative but critical examination of one of our dark luminaries.
  lou reed the last interview lou reed: Long Walk Home Jonathan D. Cohen, June Skinner
Sawyers, 2019-09-23 Bruce Springsteen might be the quintessential American rock musician but his
songs have resonated with fans from all walks of life and from all over the world. This unique
collection features reflections from a diverse array of writers who explain what Springsteen means
to them and describe how they have been moved, shaped, and challenged by his music. Contributors
to Long Walk Home include novelists like Richard Russo, rock critics like Greil Marcus and Gillian
Gaar, and other noted Springsteen scholars and fans such as A. O. Scott, Peter Ames Carlin, and
Paul Muldoon. They reveal how Springsteen’s albums served as the soundtrack to their lives while
also exploring the meaning of his music and the lessons it offers its listeners. The stories in this
collection range from the tale of how “Growin’ Up” helped a lonely Indian girl adjust to life in the
American South to the saga of a group of young Australians who turned to Born to Run to cope with
their country’s 1975 constitutional crisis. These essays examine the big questions at the heart of
Springsteen’s music, demonstrating the ways his songs have resonated for millions of listeners for
nearly five decades. Commemorating the Boss’s seventieth birthday, Long Walk Home explores



Springsteen’s legacy and provides a stirring set of testimonials that illustrate why his music matters.
  lou reed the last interview lou reed: The Velvet Underground Sean Albiez, David Pattie,
2022-09-08 Though The Velvet Underground were critically and commercially unsuccessful in their
time, in ensuing decades they have become a constant touchstone in art rock, punk, post-punk,
indie, avant pop and alternative rock. In the 1970s and 80s Lou Reed, John Cale and Nico produced
a number of works that traveled a path between art and pop. In 1993 the original band members of
Reed, Cale, Morrison and Tucker briefly reunited for live appearances, and afterwards Reed, Cale
and briefly Tucker, continued to produce music that travelled the idiosyncratic path begun in New
York in the mid-1960s. The influence of the band and band members, mediated and promoted
through famous fans such as David Bowie and Brian Eno, seems only to have expanded since the late
1960s. In 1996 the Velvet Underground were in inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame,
demonstrating how far the band had traveled in 30 years from an avant-garde cult to the
mainstream recognition of their key contributions to popular music. In these collected essays, Pattie
and Albiez present the first academic book-length collection on The Velvet Underground. The book
covers a range of topics including the band's relationship to US literature, to youth and cultural
movements of the 1960s and beyond and to European culture - and examines these contexts from
the 1960s through to the present day.
  lou reed the last interview lou reed: The Forgotten Liars Timothy Horrigan, 2004-08-18 In
1979 Billy McEwan is drifting through his last year of college (or, at any rate, his last year as an
undergraduate.) But then he meets a troubled young woman named Tammi Honig. He does not save
her life, but perhaps she saves his. Thanks to her, he enjoys (or experiences, at least) many
adventures on New York's Upper West Side, back in the days when the City was still dangerous,
dirty, and romantic, back in the days of punk rock, Thai stick, and Checker cabs. Indeed, his
adventures eventually lead him beyond the boundaries of the Upper West Side. He doesn't just
venture south of West 72nd Street or north of West 125th Street: at various times, he finds himself
as far afield as Boston, Atlanta, and even the San Fernando Valley.
  lou reed the last interview lou reed: The Rock History Reader Theo Cateforis, 2019-01-15
This eclectic compilation of readings tells the history of rock as it has been received and explained
as a social and musical practice throughout its six decade history. This third edition includes new
readings across the volume, with added material on the early origins of rock 'n' roll as well as
coverage of recent developments, including the changing shape of the music industry in the
twenty-first century. With numerous readings that delve into the often explosive issues surrounding
censorship, copyright, race relations, feminism, youth subcultures, and the meaning of musical
value, The Rock History Reader continues to appeal to scholars and students from a variety of
disciplines. New to the third edition: Nine additional chapters from a broad range of perspectives
Explorations of new media formations, industry developments, and the intersections of music and
labor For the first time, a companion website providing users with playlists of music referenced in
the book Featuring readings as loud, vibrant, and colorful as rock ‘n’ roll itself, The Rock History
Reader is sure to leave readers informed, inspired, and perhaps even infuriated—but never bored.
  lou reed the last interview lou reed: Lou Reed Lou Reed, 2000
  lou reed the last interview lou reed: Please Kill Me Legs McNeil, André Malraux, Gillian
McCain, 2006 Now in paperback, this first oral history of the most nihilistic of all pop movements
brings the sound of the punk generation chillingly to life with 50 new pages of depraved testimony.
Please Kill Me reads like a fast-paced novel, but the tragedies it contains are all too human and all
too real. photos.
  lou reed the last interview lou reed: The Secret Public Jon Savage, 2025-02-04 Rolling Stone
[UK] — Best Music Books of the Year A monumental history of the gay influence on popular culture,
from the rise of Little Richard to the collapse of disco in 1979: award-winning author Jon Savage
takes us on a fast and captivating journey through the history of pop music as seen through the eyes
of queer artists. Jon Savage, the author of the canonical England’s Dreaming, explodes new ground
in this electrifying history of pop music from 1955 through 1979. In demonstrating that gay and



lesbian artists were responsible for many of the greatest cultural breakthroughs in the last half of
the twentieth century, he shows that it was their secretly encoded music—appealing to a closeted
but greatly oppressed public—which led to the historic dismantling of discriminatory gay laws and
the fusion of queer and straight culture. Fittingly, Savage’s kaleidoscopic work begins with the
pomp-and-pompadour appearance of Little Richard, whose relentlessly driving sound, replete with
gospel shrieks and sexual contortions, enthralled a generation of 1950s stultified white teenagers.
Things soon went mainstream, as Elvis enthralled a nation with his seductive low moans and
bump-and-grind twists, heavily derivative of Black music, while James Dean and Rock Hudson
became the face of 1950s Hollywood; yet this explosion of queer expression remained covert and
could not be accepted for what it was. While music, with supporting roles from cinema and fashion,
became the key medium through which homosexuality could be clandestinely enacted, overt
expressions of gay behavior were met with arrests and crackdowns. While hippies reveled in 1967’s
“Summer of Love,” gays remained “harassed by police, demonized by the media and politicians,
imprisoned simply for being who they were.” J. Edgar Hoover, himself a closeted homosexual,
continued to spy on homosexual deviants; CBS’s Mike Wallace aired an invidious show about
homosexuality; and the New York police continued to raid gay bars. Yet the music itself produced a
cultural eruption that simply could not be stanched. While Bette Midler sang “Boogie Woogie Bugle
Boys” to a Continental Baths audience of 600 gay men, all naked except for towels, David Bowie
“blew the whole topic wide open” and “became the most totemic pop star of his generation.” Even
though roadblocks remained, the gear-grinding crunch of the music signaled that the gay civil rights
movement could no longer be suppressed. Ending the narrative with the sudden collapse of disco,
The Secret Public asserts then that the genie was out of the bottle, that queer culture had finally
entered the mainstream, producing a transcendent vision of pop culture that could never be
marginalized again.
  lou reed the last interview lou reed: Loaded Dylan Jones, 2023-12-05 Drawing on
contributions from remaining members, contemporaneous musicians, critics, filmmakers, and the
generation of artists who emerged in their wake, this monumental origin story celebrates the legacy
of the Velvet Underground, which burns brighter than ever in the 21st century (New York Times
bestselling author Bob Spitz). Variety and Concrete Islands Best Book of 2023 · A Must Read by
Nylon,​ BookRiot, and Town & Country Rebellion always starts somewhere, and in the music world of
the transgressive teen—whether it be the 1960s or the 2020s—the Velvet Underground represents
ground zero. Crystallizing the idea of the bohemian, urban, narcissistic art school gang around a
psychedelic rock and roll band—a stylistic idea that evolved in the rarefied environs of Andy
Warhol’s Factory—the Velvets were the first major American rock group with a mixed gender
line-up. They never smiled in photographs, wore sunglasses indoors, and invented the archetype that
would be copied by everyone from Sid Vicious to Bobby Gillespie. They were avant-garde nihilists,
writing about drug abuse, prostitution, paranoia, and sado-masochistic sex at a time when the rest of
the world was singing about peace and love. In that sense they invented punk and then some. It
could even be argued that they invented modern New York. Drawing on interviews and material
relating to all major players, from Lou Reed, John Cale, Mo Tucker, Andy Warhol, Jon Savage, Nico,
David Bowie, Mary Harron, and many more, award-winning journalist Dylan Jones breaks down the
band’s whirlwind of subversion and, in a narrative rich in drama and detail, proves why the Velvets
remain the original kings and queens of edge.
  lou reed the last interview lou reed: The Musician as Philosopher Michael Gallope,
2024-03-15 An insightful look at how avant-garde musicians of the postwar period in New York
explored the philosophical dimensions of music’s ineffability. The Musician as Philosopher explores
the philosophical thought of avant-garde musicians in postwar New York: David Tudor, Ornette
Coleman, the Velvet Underground, Alice Coltrane, Patti Smith, and Richard Hell. It contends that
these musicians—all of whom are understudied and none of whom are traditionally taken to be
composers—not only challenged the rules by which music is written and practiced but also
confounded and reconfigured gendered and racialized expectations for what critics took to be



legitimate forms of musical sound. From a broad historical perspective, their arresting music
electrified a widely recognized social tendency of the 1960s: a simultaneous affirmation and crisis of
the modern self.
  lou reed the last interview lou reed: "Do You Have a Band?" Daniel Kane, 2017-07-25
During the late 1960s, throughout the 1970s, and into the 1980s, New York City poets and musicians
played together, published each other, and inspired one another to create groundbreaking art. In Do
You Have a Band?, Daniel Kane reads deeply across poetry and punk music to capture this
compelling exchange and its challenge to the status of the visionary artist, the cultural capital of
poetry, and the lines dividing sung lyric from page-bound poem. Kane reveals how the new sounds of
proto-punk and punk music found their way into the poetry of the 1960s and 1970s downtown scene,
enabling writers to develop fresh ideas for their own poetics and performance styles. Likewise,
groups like The Fugs and the Velvet Underground drew on writers as varied as William Blake and
Delmore Schwartz for their lyrics. Drawing on a range of archival materials and oral interviews,
Kane also shows how and why punk musicians drew on and resisted French Symbolist writing, the
vatic resonance of the Beat chant, and, most surprisingly and complexly, the New York Schools of
poetry. In bringing together the music and writing of Richard Hell, Patti Smith, and Jim Carroll with
readings of poetry by Anne Waldman, Eileen Myles, Ted Berrigan, John Giorno, and Dennis Cooper,
Kane provides a fascinating history of this crucial period in postwar American culture and the
cultural life of New York City.
  lou reed the last interview lou reed: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Rock Guitarists
Wikipedia contributors,
  lou reed the last interview lou reed: Focus On: 100 Most Popular RCA Records Artists
Wikipedia contributors,
  lou reed the last interview lou reed: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American
Singer-songwriters Wikipedia contributors,
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