all about hedgehogs as pets

All About Hedgehogs as Pets: A Delightful Guide to These Quirky Creatures

all about hedgehogs as pets is a topic that has piqued the curiosity of many animal lovers over
recent years. These small, spiny mammals have grown in popularity as exotic pets due to their
unique appearance and charming personalities. If you're considering welcoming a hedgehog into
your home, understanding their nature, care requirements, and behavior is essential to provide a
happy and healthy environment for your new companion.

Understanding Hedgehogs: What Makes Them Special

Hedgehogs are nocturnal mammals known for the coat of stiff spines covering their backs, which
serve as a defense mechanism in the wild. Unlike porcupines, hedgehogs cannot shoot their quills;
instead, they curl into a tight ball when threatened. Pet hedgehogs typically belong to the African
Pygmy Hedgehog species, which are smaller and better suited to domestication.

What makes hedgehogs fascinating pets is their blend of independence and curiosity. They are
generally shy at first but can become quite affectionate once they get accustomed to handling. Their
quiet demeanor and relatively low maintenance needs appeal to people who want a pet with
personality but without the demands of more traditional animals like dogs or cats.

Setting Up the Perfect Home for Your Hedgehog

Creating a comfortable habitat is one of the most important steps when caring for pet hedgehogs.
These creatures need an environment that mimics their natural habitat to keep them healthy and
stress-free.

Choosing the Right Cage

A spacious enclosure is vital. Ideally, the cage should be at least 2 feet by 3 feet, offering enough
room for exercise and exploration. Wire cages with plastic bases or large plastic bins can work well,
provided there is ample ventilation. Avoid cages with wire floors as they can hurt your hedgehog’s
feet.

Maintaining the Ideal Temperature

Hedgehogs thrive in temperatures between 72°F and 80°F (22°C to 27°C). Below this range, they
risk going into hibernation, which is dangerous and potentially fatal for pet hedgehogs. Using
ceramic heat emitters or under-tank heaters helps maintain warmth without disturbing their
nocturnal habits.



Bedding and Nesting Materials

Soft, absorbent bedding like recycled paper products, aspen shavings, or fleece liners are excellent
choices. Avoid cedar or pine bedding, which can cause respiratory issues. Hedgehogs appreciate
having a hideaway or nesting box to retreat to during the day, as they are naturally shy animals.

Feeding Your Hedgehog: Diet Essentials and Tips

A balanced diet is crucial for keeping your hedgehog in optimal health. In the wild, they consume
insects, small animals, fruits, and vegetables, so replicating this diversity is beneficial.

Commercial Hedgehog Food

There are specially formulated hedgehog foods available that provide the correct balance of protein,
fat, and fiber. These can form the staple of your pet’s diet. Look for premium brands that list meat as
a primary ingredient.

Supplementing with Insects and Treats

Live or freeze-dried insects such as mealworms, crickets, and waxworms are excellent protein
sources and enrich your hedgehog’s diet. However, treats should be given sparingly to avoid obesity.

Fruits and Vegetables

Small portions of fruits like apples or berries and vegetables like cooked carrots or peas can be
offered occasionally. Always avoid toxic foods like grapes, avocado, and onions.

Daily Care and Handling: Building a Bond

Hedgehogs are nocturnal and may be sleepy during the day, but gentle and consistent handling can
help them become more social and trusting.

Introducing Yourself Gently

When you first bring a hedgehog home, allow them to acclimate to their new surroundings for a few
days without excessive handling. Once comfortable, use slow movements and offer treats to
encourage interaction.



Handling Tips

Wear gloves initially if you're nervous about their spines, but many hedgehogs become gentle
enough to handle with bare hands. Support their body fully and avoid sudden motions to prevent
startling them.

Health and Wellness: Keeping Your Hedgehog in Top
Shape

Regular health monitoring is essential, as hedgehogs can be prone to certain ailments.

Common Health Issues

- ¥*Qbesity:** Due to their small size, overfeeding or lack of exercise can quickly lead to weight gain.
- ¥*Mites:** These parasites cause itching and quill loss and require veterinary treatment.

- *Respiratory Infections:** Signs include sneezing, nasal discharge, and wheezing.

- *Dental Problems:** Hedgehogs can develop dental disease, so periodic checks are important.

Finding a Hedgehog-Savvy Veterinarian

Not all vets are experienced with exotic pets like hedgehogs. Finding a specialist ensures your pet
receives appropriate care and advice.

Enrichment and Exercise: Keeping Your Hedgehog
Happy

Hedgehogs are active animals that need stimulation to prevent boredom and promote health.

Exercise Wheels

A solid-surface exercise wheel is a must-have for any hedgehog owner. Running on their wheel helps
maintain a healthy weight and provides mental stimulation.

Toys and Exploration

Simple toys like tunnels, small balls, or paper bags can engage your hedgehog’s curiosity.
Supervised exploration outside the cage in a safe area also offers enrichment.



Considering the Commitment: Is a Hedgehog Right for
You?

While hedgehogs are undeniably adorable and can be rewarding pets, they require a unique kind of
care that isn’t for everyone. Their nocturnal nature means they are most active at night, which may
not align with every owner’s lifestyle. Additionally, they can be shy and take time to warm up to
human interaction.

If you have allergies to fur or dander, hedgehogs might be a good alternative since they have quills
instead of fur. However, the quills can be prickly, and handling requires patience and gentle care.

Before deciding to bring a hedgehog home, consider the time, space, and resources you can commit
to their care. Research local regulations too, as hedgehog ownership is restricted or prohibited in
some areas.

Exploring all about hedgehogs as pets reveals a fascinating world of responsibility mixed with the
joy of companionship with these unique animals. With the right knowledge and preparation, you can
enjoy the delightful company of a hedgehog and watch their quirky personality unfold in your home.

Frequently Asked Questions

Are hedgehogs good pets for beginners?

Hedgehogs can be good pets for beginners as they are relatively low-maintenance, quiet, and have
unique behaviors. However, they require specific care, including a proper diet, habitat, and regular
handling to become comfortable with humans.

What do hedgehogs eat as pets?

Pet hedgehogs primarily eat high-quality, protein-rich cat food supplemented with insects like
mealworms, crickets, and occasional fruits and vegetables. It's important to provide a balanced diet
to keep them healthy.

How much space does a pet hedgehog need?

A pet hedgehog needs a spacious cage of at least 2 feet by 3 feet with proper ventilation. The
enclosure should include hiding spots, exercise wheels, and bedding to mimic their natural
environment and keep them active.

Are hedgehogs nocturnal pets?

Yes, hedgehogs are nocturnal, meaning they are most active at night. This behavior is natural, so pet
owners should be prepared for nighttime activity and playtime.



Do hedgehogs require regular veterinary care?

Yes, pet hedgehogs require regular check-ups with a vet experienced in exotic animals. They may
need vaccinations, parasite control, and monitoring for common health issues like obesity and dental
problems.

Can hedgehogs be handled and socialized?

Hedgehogs can be socialized with gentle, regular handling starting from a young age. They may be
shy or defensive initially, but with patience, they can become comfortable and enjoy interaction with
their owners.

Additional Resources
All About Hedgehogs as Pets: An In-Depth Exploration

all about hedgehogs as pets reveals a growing interest in these small, spiny mammals that have
captured the hearts of many animal enthusiasts. Known for their distinctive appearance and gentle
demeanor, hedgehogs have transitioned from wild creatures to popular household companions.
However, owning a hedgehog entails specific responsibilities and knowledge that prospective pet
owners must understand before bringing one home. This article investigates the essential aspects of
hedgehog care, behavior, legal considerations, and the practicalities of maintaining their health and
wellbeing.

Understanding Hedgehogs as Domestic Pets

Hedgehogs are nocturnal mammals native to Europe, Asia, and Africa, with the African pygmy
hedgehog being the most common variety kept as a pet. These animals are characterized by their
protective spines, which cover their back and curl into a ball when threatened. Despite their prickly
exterior, hedgehogs are generally solitary and calm creatures, making them suitable for owners who
prefer low-maintenance, quiet pets.

Behavior and Temperament

One of the most important considerations in all about hedgehogs as pets is their behavior.
Hedgehogs are primarily nocturnal, meaning they are most active during the night. This can affect
how owners interact with their pets and the type of environment provided. They tend to be shy
initially but can become accustomed to handling with patience and gentle care. Unlike more social
animals, hedgehogs do not require companionship from their own species and often prefer solitude.

Understanding their temperament also means recognizing their defense mechanisms. When
frightened, hedgehogs curl into a tight ball, exposing their spines as protection. This natural
response can make handling challenging initially, but with regular, gentle interaction, most

hedgehogs learn to trust their owners.



Legal Considerations and Ethical Ownership

Before acquiring a hedgehog, it is crucial to research local regulations. In some regions, including
parts of the United States and Canada, owning a hedgehog as a pet may be restricted or require
permits due to concerns about invasive species or disease transmission. Responsible ownership
involves ensuring that the hedgehog is sourced ethically, ideally from reputable breeders or rescue
organizations, to avoid contributing to illegal wildlife trade or poor animal welfare.

Practical Aspects of Hedgehog Care

Caring for a hedgehog involves understanding their habitat, diet, and health needs. While they may
seem straightforward, hedgehogs require specific conditions to thrive in captivity.

Housing and Habitat Requirements

A suitable enclosure is fundamental for a hedgehog’s wellbeing. The habitat must provide sufficient
space to allow for movement, exploration, and exercise. A minimum enclosure size of 2 feet by 3 feet
is recommended, with solid flooring to prevent injury. Wire cages with wide spacing should be
avoided as they can cause escape or harm.

Temperature regulation is another critical factor. Hedgehogs are sensitive to cold and require an
environment maintained between 72°F and 80°F (22°C to 27°C). Temperatures below this range can
lead to hibernation attempts, which are dangerous for captive hedgehogs and can result in fatal
consequences.

Additionally, enrichment elements such as tunnels, hiding spots, and exercise wheels help simulate
natural behaviors and prevent boredom. Bedding materials like recycled paper or fleece liners are
preferred over wood shavings, which can irritate their respiratory system.

Nutrition and Dietary Needs

Diet is a cornerstone of all about hedgehogs as pets, as nutritional deficiencies can lead to severe
health problems. Hedgehogs are insectivores by nature, and their diet in captivity should reflect this
to some extent.

A balanced diet typically includes high-quality commercial hedgehog food or cat food with high
protein and low fat content, supplemented with live or dried insects such as mealworms, crickets,
and waxworms. Fresh fruits and vegetables can be offered in moderation but should not form the
bulk of their diet. Avoid feeding dairy, nuts, and sugary treats, as these can cause digestive issues.

Regular access to fresh water is mandatory, usually provided via a water bottle or shallow dish.
Monitoring weight and appetite can help detect early signs of illness or dietary imbalance.



Health and Veterinary Care

Regular veterinary check-ups are essential to ensure the hedgehog’s health. Common health issues
include obesity, respiratory infections, mites, and dental problems. Because hedgehogs are prone to
obesity, owners should monitor feeding and encourage physical activity.

Parasite infestations, particularly mites, are a frequent concern and can cause itching, quill loss, and
skin infections. Early detection and treatment by a veterinarian experienced with exotic pets are
critical.

Hedgehogs also require routine nail trimming and occasional baths to maintain hygiene. However,
bathing should be infrequent to avoid drying out their skin.

Comparing Hedgehogs to Other Small Pets

When considering all about hedgehogs as pets, it is useful to compare them with other popular small
pets like hamsters, guinea pigs, and reptiles.

e Solitary Nature: Unlike guinea pigs that require social interaction, hedgehogs prefer being
alone, which may be appealing for owners who want a single-pet household.

e Activity Patterns: Hedgehogs are nocturnal, opposite to diurnal small pets such as hamsters,
which may influence the owner’s lifestyle compatibility.

e Handling Difficulty: Hedgehogs’ spines and shy nature can make them less immediately
approachable than other small mammals, requiring more patience from the owner.

e Space Requirements: Hedgehogs generally need larger enclosures than hamsters, though
less than some reptiles.

e Legal Status: Reptiles and rodents typically face fewer legal restrictions than hedgehogs in
many areas, which can affect the choice of pet.

These comparisons highlight that hedgehogs may be more suited for owners seeking a unique, low-
social pet with specific care routines.

Enrichment and Interaction Strategies

To foster a healthy relationship between owner and pet, enrichment and interaction are vital.
Hedgehogs benefit from gradual socialization, using techniques such as hand feeding and gentle,
calm handling sessions. Offering a variety of toys and safe spaces for exploration can reduce stress
and promote natural behaviors.



Some owners also engage hedgehogs in training sessions using treats and positive reinforcement,
though patience is necessary due to their independent nature. Creating a consistent routine helps
the hedgehog feel secure and can improve the bonding experience.

Environmental Impact and Responsible Pet Ownership

The popularity of hedgehogs as pets raises questions about environmental impact and ethical
considerations. Wild hedgehog populations face threats from habitat loss and road mortality. Pet
ownership should not encourage wild capture, which disrupts ecosystems and endangers species.

Prospective owners must commit to lifelong care, including appropriate housing, diet, and veterinary
attention. Rehoming or neglect can have dire consequences for these sensitive animals.

In summary, all about hedgehogs as pets encompasses a multifaceted approach that balances the
allure of these charming creatures with the demands of responsible care. Understanding their
unique needs and characteristics ensures that both owner and pet can enjoy a rewarding
companionship.
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all about hedgehogs as pets: African Pygmy Hedgehogs and Hedgehogs. Hedgehogs as pets:
facts and Information. Care, breeding, cages, owning, house, homes, food, feeding, hibernation,
habitat, all covered. Elliott Lang, 2014-07-21 Everything you want to know about African Pygmy
Hedgehogs and hedgehogs is in this book. Guaranteed to answer all your questions about African
Pygmy Hedgehogs, this guide is a must have for anybody who is passionate about owning, keeping,
raising African Pygmy Hedgehogs or hedgehogs as pets. This book is based on years of experience
keeping hedgehogs and is packed with useful hints and tips. The book is written in an easy to read
and understand style. In a straightforward, no nonsense fashion, Elliott Lang covers all aspects of
keeping African Pygmy Hedgehogs and hedgehogs - including care, breeding, cages, owning, house,
homes, food, feeding, hibernation, habitat, lifespan, colours, diet, illnesses, etc. ... It’s full of up to
date and sound advice and answers to all your questions - including some you didn’t even know you
had! “Just the book I needed to get me started with my first hedgehog. A great resource.” Don
Cowan “One of the best books about African Pygmy Hedgehogs available today. All my questions
answered in one book” Amanda Porter “A compact and comprehensive book that I thoroughly
enjoyed reading” Sonia Camadasi.

all about hedgehogs as pets: Hedgehogs as Pet Joseph Mason, 2020-07-19 From the
weather predictors of the Roman Empire to the croquet balls in Alice in Wonderland, hedgehogs
have captivated our imaginations throughout history. Yet as pets, hedgehogs have only become
popular in the last few decades-which is a shame, considering how playful and affectionate they can
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be. Hedgehogs are hearty and low-maintenance pets. As their popularity in the pet trade has
increased so, too, has the available knowledge about the animal, and today it's easier than ever to
keep a pet hedgehog happy and healthy. A hedgehog can fit into almost any lifestyle. Whether you
need a furry friend to make your apartment feel less lonely or you're a family with cats and dogs that
wants to add something new, the hedgehog will quickly burrow its way into your heart. In this book,
you'll learn what kind of cage you need to buy, how to socialize the animal to your touch, and how to
monitor its interactions with other pets, as well as all the basics of food, cleaning, and handling
you'll need to know to keep your hedgehog healthier longer. Hedgehogs are active and inquisitive
creatures, and having one as a pet means having tons of play time to look forward to. This book will
show you how to keep up with the animal's high exercise demands, and how to assess and work with
your individual hedgehog's unique personality. You'll learn which toys and treats they especially
love, what things to avoid, and how to co-ordinate a nocturnal animal's ideal schedule with your day
to day activities. With their quilled backs and unique behaviors, it's easy to see why people think of
hedgehogs as an exotic pet. This book will help make the exotic familiar, allowing you to add a touch
of the wild to your own home.

all about hedgehogs as pets: How to Keep an Amazing Hedgehog Pet. Featuring 'The African
Pygmy Hedgehog' !! Hathai Ross, 2014-09-24 In this book, the reader will learn everything there is
to know about taking care of a hedgehog-from helping it acclimatize to its new home, to taking care
of it, to building an unbreakable bond between you and your hedgie friend. It also contains extensive
discussions on how to keep your hedgehog healthy through diet and hygiene, discussing many
alternatives and their pros and cons. From diet to beddings, acclimatization to preventing estivation,
this is your definitive hedgehog guide!

all about hedgehogs as pets: Hedgehog Care Facts, Origin And Must-know Tips For Raising
Hedgehogs Amee Minzel, 2020-12-25 Relatively new to the pet industry is the African hedgehog.
Hedgehogs can make interesting, somewhat challenging, yet fun and enjoyable pets. They are
mammals whose entire back is blanketed with spines like a porcupine. The sharp spines can cause
injury to an owner if the hedgehog is not handled properly, but the spines are NOT barbed like a
porcupine and will usually not puncture the skin. They do not throw their spines for defense. As a
defense mechanism, hedgehogs ball up exposing only their spiny backsides. Because they often ball
up, owners may not be able to handle or play with them like other pets. However, a well socialized,
frequently and gently handled young animal will become more tolerant and less afraid, so it will not
ball up as much. In this book, you'll learn What kind of cage you need to buy How to socialize the
animal to your touch How to monitor its interactions with other pets All the basics of food, cleaning,
and handling you'll need to know to keep your hedgehog healthier longer And Much more! With
their quilled backs and unique behaviors, it's easy to see why people think of hedgehogs as an exotic
pet. This book will help make the exotic familiar, allowing you to add a touch of the wild to your own
home.

all about hedgehogs as pets: Hedgehogs Paula M. Wilson, 2018-08 Your pet hedgehog just
made a spitball. Is that normal? This book introduces readers to the ins and outs of care for a pet
hedgehog. Readers will get information to help them decide if a hedgehog is the right pet for them
as well as the how-to's of caring for hedgehogs.

all about hedgehogs as pets: Pet Keeping Angie Tracks, This book consists of the following
books, all in one convenient bundle: Birds: The Complete Handbook for Bird Care and Breeding
Chinchillas: Tips for Keeping Your Pet Happy and Healthy Ferrets: The Ultimate Guide to Ferret
Care and Training Gerbils: A Beginner’s Guide to Raising Healthy and Happy Gerbils Guinea Pigs:
Essential Tips for Happy, Healthy Guinea Pigs Hamsters: The Guide to Proper Hamster Care
Hedgehogs: Raising and Caring for Hedgehogs Horses: The Ultimate Guide to Horse Care and
Management Parrots: The Complete Guide to Parrot Training and Care Rabbits: Everything You
Need to Know About Raising Happy Rabbits Rats: A Beginner’s Guide to Caring for Pet Rats Snakes:
Essential Snake Care Tips for Beginners Turtles: A Complete Guide to Turtle Health and Happiness

all about hedgehogs as pets: Emerging Infectious Diseases , 2005




all about hedgehogs as pets: Pet Care Angie Tracks, This book consists of 4 titles, which are
the following: Ferrets: The Ultimate Guide to Ferret Care and Training Hedgehogs: Raising and
Caring for Hedgehogs Horses: The Ultimate Guide to Horse Care and Management Snakes:
Essential Snake Care Tips for Beginners Enjoy this discounted bundle and learn about different
kinds of pet, big and small!

all about hedgehogs as pets: Sacred and Mythological Animals Yowann Byghan,
2020-03-25 From the household cat to horses that can fly, a surprisingly wide range of animals
feature in religions and mythologies all across the world. The same animal can take on different
roles: the raven can be a symbol of evil, a harbinger of death, a wise messenger or a shape-changing
trickster. In Norse mythology, Odin's magical ravens perch on his shoulders and bring him news.
This compendium draws upon religious texts and myths to explore the ways sacred traditions use
animal images, themes and associations in rituals, ceremonies, texts, myths, literature and folklore
across the world. Sections are organized by the main animal classifications such as mammals, birds,
reptiles, fish, amphibians and insects. Each chapter covers one significant grouping (such as dogs,
cats or horses), first describing an animal scientifically and then detailing the mythological
attributes. Numerous examples cite texts or myths. A final section covers animal hybrids, animal
monsters and mythical animals as well as stars, constellations and Zodiac symbols. An appendix
describes basic details of the religions and mythologies covered. A glossary defines uncommon
religious terms and explains scientific animal names.

all about hedgehogs as pets: African Pygmy Hedgehogs and Hedgehogs Hedgehogs As Pets
Elliott Lang, 2012-08-01 A must-have reference for anyone passionate about hedgehogs and African
Pygmy Hedgehogs. Lang covers all aspects of keeping hedgehogs, offering sound advice and
answers.

all about hedgehogs as pets: Iguana Invasion! Virginia Aronson, Allyn Szejko, 2010 Burmese
Pythons are crawling across Florida from Lake Okeechobee to Key Largo. Hundreds of thousands of
Green Iguanas relax along canals and on pool decks around the southern part of the state. And other
non-native animals like seven-foot Nile Monitor Lizards and poop-tossing Rhesus Monkeys are
scaring Florida residents. How did all these animals get into our public parks, canals and lakes,
undeveloped areas and suburban yards? The unfortunate truth is, kids and their parents are partly
to blame. Parents are purchasing cute baby animals for their kids, then abandoning the unwanted
adult pets in the Everglades and anywhere else they think the animals might survive on their own.
Some species are indeed surviving--and they are breeding wildly, becoming nuisance species. This
book provides identification information for the most common exotic species and has the answers to
these questions: What are these animals and how did they get here? What is a humane way to get rid
of them? When should a trapper be called? Can I feed them? Are they dangerous? What is the effect
of all these exotics on the environment? What can we do to help with the problem? Readers learn
how to stay safe, be humane, and appreciate nature--and are encouraged NOT to purchase exotic
animals as pets. Recommended by the National Association of Science Teachers

all about hedgehogs as pets: Manual of Exotic Pet Practice Mark Mitchell, Thomas N.
Tully, 2008-03-04 The only book of its kind with in-depth coverage of the most common exotic
species presented in practice, this comprehensive guide prepares you to treat invertebrates, fish,
amphibians and reptiles, birds, marsupials, North American wildlife, and small mammals such as
ferrets, rabbits, and rodents. Organized by species, each chapter features vivid color images that
demonstrate the unique anatomic, medical, and surgical features of each species. This essential
reference also provides a comprehensive overview of biology, husbandry, preventive medicine,
common disease presentations, zoonoses, and much more. Other key topics include common health
and nutritional issues as well as restraint techniques, lab values, drug dosages, and special
equipment needed to treat exotics. - Brings cutting-edge information on all exotic species together in
one convenient resource. - Offers essential strategies for preparing your staff to properly handle and
treat exotic patients. - Features an entire chapter on equipping your practice to accommodate exotic
species, including the necessary equipment for housing, diagnostics, pathology, surgery, and



therapeutics. - Provides life-saving information on CPR, drugs, and supportive care for exotic
animals in distress. - Discusses wildlife rehabilitation, with valuable information on laws and
regulations, establishing licensure, orphan care, and emergency care. - Includes an entire chapter
devoted to the emergency management of North American wildlife. - Offers expert guidance on
treating exotics for practitioners who may not be experienced in exotic pet care.

all about hedgehogs as pets: The Hedgehog Dawn Wrobel, 2008-05-05 Hedgehogs are one of
the hottest new pets around, and there's a lot of conflicting information about them. Here, a veteran
hedgehog breeder, owner and advocate pairs with an exotic animals veterinarian to give first-time
owners the help they need to share their homes with a hedgehog.

all about hedgehogs as pets: Exotic Animal Formulary - eBook James W. Carpenter,
2012-04-04 A quick, concise reference to the drugs and dosages used to treat exotic animals, Exotic
Animal Formulary, 4th Edition addresses the most common questions and medical situations you
encounter in clinical practice. Species covered include birds, fish, amphibians, reptiles, primates,
wildlife, and all kinds of small mammals and pocket pets. This edition is updated with a new chapter
on invertebrates, information on the latest drugs, and a colorful new design. Written by clinical and
research veterinarian James Carpenter, this book is the only drug formulary on the market created
solely for the treatment of exotic animals. Nearly 200 drug tables provide clear, current
recommendations on drugs, indications, and dosages used in treating exotic animals, including
biological tables with details on therapies and diets, normal blood parameters of common species,
venipuncture sites, differential diagnosis, and medical protocols for common conditions. All drug
information is reviewed for accuracy, ensuring that this reference remains authoritative and current.
Easy-to-use organization divides drug monographs into quick-reference chapters including:
Invertebrates, Fish, Amphibians, Reptiles, Birds, Sugar Gliders, Hedgehogs, Rodents, Rabbits,
Ferrets, Miniature Pigs, Primates, and Wildlife. Additional drug topics include antimicrobial,
antifungal, and antiparasitic agents. More than 20 expert authors contribute to this edition.
References in each chapter provide resources for further research and study. Convenient appendices
provide a single source for information such as classes of drugs used to treat specific exotic animal
conditions; efficacy of selected agents used to treat exotic animals; location of select laboratories to
perform procedures; normal lab values; conversions; and equivalents. New Invertebrates chapter
has been added. New two-color design makes information easier to access at a glance, with drug and
biological tables shaded differently for fast lookup. Updated information includes coverage of the
latest drugs introduced into the market. Electronic access is available via Pageburst, making it easy
to search topics and drugs. Sold separately.

all about hedgehogs as pets: Hedgehogs Pet Care Handbooks, 2025-06-21 The decision to
bring a hedgehog into your home is one that begins with curiosity and often blooms into a deep
affection for a small creature full of personality and charm. This book was written for those who are
considering adding a hedgehog to their lives, as well as for those who already share their homes
with one of these spiky companions and are looking to improve their care routine. Hedgehogs may
not be the first pet that comes to mind for most people, but those who get to know them quickly
learn how rewarding it can be to care for one. Their solitary yet inquisitive nature makes them
fascinating to observe and form bonds with, provided the right care is in place from the start. Too
often, hedgehogs are purchased on impulse due to their adorable appearance, only to end up in
shelters or rehomed shortly afterward because new owners did not fully understand their needs.
This book aims to bridge that knowledge gap. By guiding readers through everything from the basics
of hedgehog behavior and personality to habitat setup, nutrition, health care, and even breeding
considerations, it hopes to equip readers with the understanding and confidence needed to be
responsible and loving hedgehog owners. Hedgehogs are unique in many ways compared to more
conventional pets. Their diet, temperature requirements, and social behaviors can surprise new
owners who may have assumed they are just “small and cute.” This uniqueness makes them more
rewarding when their care is done correctly but also more vulnerable when misunderstandings
arise. That's why providing accurate, clear, and accessible information is at the heart of this book’s



purpose. The chapters ahead are crafted to be approachable, avoiding overly complex language
while still diving deep enough to provide practical and actionable insights. Whether you're still
exploring the idea of getting a hedgehog or you're already navigating the nuances of bonding with
one, there is something here to help you along the way. Every hedgehog is an individual, and part of
the joy of ownership is discovering what makes yours tick—what snacks they like, when they like to
play, and how they prefer to interact. A hedgehog may not wag its tail or purr, but when you earn its
trust, you'll know it. That slow journey to connection, filled with small victories like an uncurled
posture, a soft sniff, or a confident climb into your hand, is what hedgehog ownership is all about.
This book celebrates those moments while ensuring that both you and your hedgehog have the best
experience possible.

all about hedgehogs as pets: The Ultimate Hedgehog Book for Kids Jenny Kellett, 2025-08-03
Discover the Spiky World of Hedgehogs. Packed with Facts, Photos, and Activities! Got a little
animal lover at home who can’t get enough of hedgehogs? This fun, fact-packed book is the ultimate
guide to one of nature’s most adorable creatures. From their pointy noses to their wiggly walks, kids
will explore the secret world of hedgehogs in a way that’s exciting, educational, and just plain cute.
Inside, curious readers will discover: * Where hedgehogs live (hint: it’s not just your garden!) « What
makes their spines so special—and what they’re not used for * How hedgehog babies grow up and
what they eat ¢ Surprising hedgehog habits (they’re expert self-anointers—what?!) « A fun quiz and
word search puzzle to test what your young reader has learned! Perfect for ages 8+, this nonfiction
page-turner is packed with charming illustrations, real science, and just enough weirdness to keep
kids laughing and learning. Let your child dive into the wild world of hedgehogs—grab your copy
today!

all about hedgehogs as pets: Ferrets, Rabbits and Rodents - E-Book Katherine Quesenberry,
James W. Carpenter, 2011-12-05 A concise guide to the care of small mammals, Ferrets, Rabbits,
and Rodents: Clinical Medicine and Surgery covers the conditions seen most often in veterinary
practice. The book emphasizes preventive medicine along with topics including disease
management, ophthalmology, dentistry, and zoonosis. More than 400 illustrations demonstrate key
concepts related to radiographic interpretation, relevant anatomy, and diagnostic, surgical, and
therapeutic techniques. Now in full color, this edition adds coverage of more surgical procedures
and expands coverage of zoonotic disease. From editors Katherine Quesenberry and James W.
Carpenter, along with a team of expert contributors, the Pink Book provides an authoritative, single
source of information that is hard to find elsewhere. - A logical organization makes it quick and easy
to find important information, with each section devoted to a single animal and chapters within each
section organized by body system. - Over 400 photographs and illustrations highlight key concepts
such as radiographic interpretation and the main points of diagnostic, surgical, and therapeutic
techniques. - A chapter on ophthalmology provides hard-to-find information on eye care for ferrets,
rabbits, rodents, and other small mammals. - Coverage of preventive medicine includes basic
biology, husbandry, and routine care of the healthy animal. - The drug formulary supplies dosage
instructions for ferrets, rabbits, guinea pigs, chinchillas, hamsters, rats/mice, prairie dogs,
hedgehogs, and sugar gliders. - Chapter outlines offer at-a-glance overviews of the contents of each
chapter. - Handy tables and charts make it easy to find key information. - Expanded Zoonotic
Diseases chapter adds more depth along with the latest information on the rising potential for
disease transmission to humans as exotic pets become more popular. - Additional surgical
procedures for each species are included, some with step-by-step instructions accompanied by color
photographs and line drawings. - Full-color images show the sometimes minute structures of these
small animals and make accurate diagnoses easier, especially for lymphoproliferative diseases of
rabbits, endoscopy, cytology, and hematology.

all about hedgehogs as pets: Care for a Pet Hedgehog Tammy Gagne, 2010-09 Owning a
hedgehog is surprisingly easy. In addition to a food bowl and a water bottle, all you need to buy for
this animal is a cage with some fun hiding spots inside it. Since they are nocturnal, hedgehogs are
awake in the evening hours when you are home from school. Don’t be startled if your hedgehog rolls



into a ball when you pick it up, though. Many members of this species do this when they are
frightened. The more your hedgehog gets to know you, the less it will do this. Can you convince your
parents that a hedgehog would make a good pet for you?

all about hedgehogs as pets: Care for a Pet Hedgehog Tammy Gagne, 2019-12-05 Teaches
young readers how to choose and care for a pet hedgehog.

all about hedgehogs as pets: Pathology of Small Mammal Pets Patricia V. Turner, Marina L.
Brash, Dale A. Smith, 2017-11-29 Pathology of Small Mammal Pets presents a ready reference for
veterinarians, veterinary pathologists, and technicians who work with small mammal companion
animals. Provides up-to-date, practical information on common disease conditions in small mammal
companion animals Offers chapters logically organized by species, with comprehensive information
on diagnosing diseases in each species Takes a practical, system-based approach to individual
disease conditions Covers clinical signs, laboratory diagnostics, gross pathology, histopathology, and
differential diagnoses in detail Includes relevant information for conventional breeding operations
and breeding facilities, with strategies for disease management in herds and colonies Features
information on normal anatomy in included species to assist in recognizing pathology
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