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Christmas in the Trenches by John McCutcheon: A Moving Tribute to Peace Amid War

christmas in the trenches by john mccutcheon is more than just a song; it is a poignant narrative that

captures one of the most extraordinary moments in history when humanity briefly triumphed over the

horrors of war. This ballad, written and performed by folk artist John McCutcheon, vividly recounts the

true story of the Christmas Truce during World War I, a rare ceasefire that allowed soldiers on

opposing sides to celebrate together, even amid the bloodshed of the trenches.

If you’ve ever wondered how music can serve as a powerful storyteller and a bridge across

generations, McCutcheon’s "Christmas in the Trenches" offers a compelling example. Let’s explore the

history behind the song, the significance of the Christmas Truce, and why this piece remains a

timeless reminder of hope, peace, and shared humanity.

The Historical Context Behind Christmas in the Trenches by

John McCutcheon

World War I, often called the Great War, was marked by grueling trench warfare along the Western

Front. Soldiers endured unimaginable conditions: freezing cold, mud, constant danger, and the

psychological toll of daily combat. It was in this grim setting that an extraordinary event occurred

during Christmas Eve and Christmas Day of 1914, famously known as the Christmas Truce.

The Christmas Truce of 1914

On this historic occasion, soldiers from both the British and German sides put down their weapons and

emerged from their trenches. They exchanged greetings, sang carols, shared food and souvenirs, and



even played impromptu games of soccer. This spontaneous ceasefire was not orchestrated by

commanders but arose organically from the shared yearning for peace and normalcy.

John McCutcheon’s song captures this moment with heartfelt lyrics and haunting melodies, painting a

vivid picture of soldiers’ experiences and emotions. The song serves as a reminder that even in the

darkest times, people can find common ground.

Understanding the Lyrics and Storytelling of Christmas in the

Trenches

One of the reasons "Christmas in the Trenches by John McCutcheon" resonates so deeply is the

narrative style and emotional depth of the lyrics. Told from the perspective of a young British soldier,

the song takes listeners on a journey through the war-torn battlefield to a brief moment of peace.

The Soldier’s Perspective

The lyrics begin by setting the scene of the battlefield in December 1914, describing the cold, the fear,

and the anticipation of another harsh winter. As the story unfolds, the soldier recounts the surreal

experience of hearing the opposing side sing Christmas carols and the gradual realization that a truce

is underway.

This first-person narrative creates an intimate connection, allowing listeners to empathize with the

soldier’s hopes, fears, and joys. The song’s vivid descriptions help transport the audience back in time,

making history feel personal and immediate.



Musical Composition and Emotional Impact

Musically, McCutcheon uses a folk ballad style that complements the storytelling. The acoustic guitar

and gentle melody create an atmosphere of reflection and solemnity, while the chorus captures the

bittersweet nature of the truce — joy amidst sorrow.

The song’s pacing mirrors the unfolding events: the tension of war, the surprise of the truce, and the

inevitable return to conflict. This dynamic arrangement helps listeners experience the emotional highs

and lows alongside the narrator.

The Legacy and Influence of Christmas in the Trenches by John

McCutcheon

Over the years, "Christmas in the Trenches" has become a staple of holiday music collections,

particularly for those who appreciate songs with meaningful stories and historical depth. Its influence

extends beyond entertainment, inspiring discussions about peace, reconciliation, and the human cost

of war.

Educational Use and Historical Awareness

Teachers and educators frequently use this song to introduce students to World War I history and to

discuss themes like empathy and conflict resolution. The song serves as an accessible entry point to

explore complex topics, encouraging learners to think critically about the realities of war and the power

of compassion.



Cultural Impact and Covers

Many artists have covered "Christmas in the Trenches," each adding their own interpretation while

preserving the song’s core message. These renditions help keep the story alive across different

musical genres and generations, ensuring that the Christmas Truce remains a meaningful symbol

during the holiday season.

Why Christmas in the Trenches by John McCutcheon Still

Matters Today

In a world that continues to experience conflict and division, the message of "Christmas in the

Trenches" is as relevant as ever. It reminds us that even amidst hostility, moments of peace and

understanding are possible. The song encourages reflection on the true spirit of Christmas — one of

goodwill and unity.

Lessons on Peace and Humanity

The Christmas Truce teaches that shared humanity can transcend ideological and political differences.

John McCutcheon’s retelling highlights how simple acts of kindness can create powerful connections,

even in the bleakest circumstances.

Inspiration for Modern-Day Peace Efforts

Activists and peace advocates often cite the Christmas Truce and songs like McCutcheon’s as

inspiration to continue working toward conflict resolution and reconciliation worldwide. The story

encourages individuals to look for common ground and to remember the human faces behind every



conflict.

Exploring Related Themes and Songs

If you appreciate "Christmas in the Trenches by John McCutcheon," you might also enjoy exploring

other folk and historical songs that delve into war, peace, and human resilience.

"Green Fields of France" by Eric Bogle: Another poignant ballad reflecting on the futility of war.

"The Band Played Waltzing Matilda" by Eric Bogle: A narrative about the Gallipoli campaign,

highlighting the costs of war.

"No Man’s Land" by Eric Bogle: Focuses on the devastating human impact of World War I

battles.

These songs, like McCutcheon’s, combine storytelling with emotional depth to foster understanding

and remembrance.

Christmas in the trenches by John McCutcheon is a profound musical tribute that continues to

resonate with listeners around the world. Its blend of historical narrative, emotional storytelling, and

timeless message makes it a powerful reminder of humanity's capacity for peace, even amid the

darkest chapters of history. Whether you’re a history buff, a folk music fan, or simply someone who

cherishes meaningful Christmas music, this song offers a unique and touching experience worth

revisiting each holiday season.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Christmas in the Trenches' by John

McCutcheon?

'Christmas in the Trenches' highlights the themes of peace, humanity, and the shared brotherhood that

can emerge even during times of war, specifically during World War I.

What historical event does 'Christmas in the Trenches' depict?

The song depicts the Christmas Truce of 1914 during World War I, when British and German soldiers

ceased fighting and celebrated Christmas together in the trenches.

Who is the narrator in 'Christmas in the Trenches'?

The narrator is a fictional British soldier who describes the experience of the Christmas Truce from his

perspective in the trenches.

How does John McCutcheon convey the emotions of soldiers in the

song?

McCutcheon uses vivid, descriptive lyrics and a gentle melody to convey the surprise, camaraderie,

and humanity felt by soldiers during the unexpected truce.

Why is 'Christmas in the Trenches' considered an anti-war song?

The song emphasizes the contrast between the soldiers’ peaceful Christmas celebration and the brutal

reality of war, highlighting the futility and tragedy of conflict.

What role does the Christmas truce play in the song's narrative?

The Christmas truce serves as a powerful moment of ceasefire and goodwill, illustrating how common



humanity can transcend enemy lines even in war.

How has 'Christmas in the Trenches' impacted popular culture or

education?

The song is frequently used in classrooms to teach about World War I and the Christmas Truce, as

well as in holiday music collections to promote messages of peace.

What musical style does John McCutcheon use in 'Christmas in the

Trenches'?

McCutcheon employs a folk music style with acoustic guitar accompaniment, which adds to the

storytelling and emotional impact of the song.

Additional Resources

Christmas in the Trenches by John McCutcheon: A Poignant Reflection on Humanity Amidst War

christmas in the trenches by john mccutcheon is a profound and evocative ballad that captures a rare

moment of peace and camaraderie during one of the most brutal conflicts in modern history—World

War I. This song, written and performed by American folk singer John McCutcheon, recounts the

famous Christmas Truce of 1914, when soldiers from opposing sides momentarily laid down their arms

to celebrate the holiday together in the midst of the trenches. Through its narrative and emotional

depth, the song offers an incisive commentary on the contrasts between war’s harsh realities and the

enduring spirit of humanity.

Exploring the Historical Context of Christmas in the Trenches

The backdrop of Christmas in the trenches by John McCutcheon is the Western Front during World



War I, a conflict characterized by trench warfare, unprecedented casualties, and widespread suffering.

The Christmas Truce itself was an extraordinary event that occurred in December 1914, just months

after the war began. Soldiers from British and German forces spontaneously ceased hostilities on

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, exchanging greetings, gifts, and even playing football in no-man’s-

land.

McCutcheon’s song brings this historical episode to life, grounding it in personal narrative and vivid

imagery. Unlike dry historical accounts, the song humanizes the soldiers, emphasizing their shared

vulnerability and longing for normalcy amid chaos. The ballad narrates from the perspective of a young

soldier who experiences the surreal truce firsthand, making the event relatable and deeply moving.

Lyrics and Storytelling: A Narrative of Hope and Irony

One of the defining features of Christmas in the trenches by John McCutcheon is its lyrical

construction. The song uses a simple yet powerful first-person narrative to immerse listeners in the

experience. The opening lines set the scene on Christmas Eve, describing the cold, bleak trenches:

“Christmas Eve, 1914 / The snow is softly falling / It’s been so long on the front / This soldier boy is

longing.”

These opening words immediately juxtapose the gentleness of the falling snow with the starkness of

the battlefield, setting an emotional tone that permeates the entire piece.

The narrative then transitions to the moment when soldiers from both sides cease fire and begin to

interact, sharing Christmas greetings and small tokens of goodwill. The song captures the fleeting

nature of this peace, acknowledging the irony that such a truce could only occur amid a devastating

war. The final verses reflect on the aftermath, with the soldier returning to the grim reality of conflict,

underscoring the ephemeral quality of the moment.



Thematic Analysis: Humanity Amidst Hostility

At its core, Christmas in the trenches by John McCutcheon is a meditation on the human capacity for

kindness in the darkest circumstances. The song’s themes resonate on multiple levels:

Shared Humanity: Despite being enemies, the soldiers find common ground in their shared

experiences and desires, illustrating that war often pits individuals against each other rather than

entire peoples.

Irony of War: The spontaneous truce highlights the absurdity of armed conflict, where moments

of peace occur accidentally rather than by design.

Hope and Memory: The song emphasizes that such acts of compassion, though rare, remain

powerful symbols of hope and are remembered long after the guns fall silent.

These themes contribute to the song’s enduring appeal, making it not only a historical recount but also

a timeless reflection on the complexities of war and peace.

Musical Composition and Performance

John McCutcheon’s musical arrangement for Christmas in the trenches is deliberately understated,

allowing the story to take center stage. The melody is gentle and folk-inspired, evoking a sense of

nostalgia and solemnity. The acoustic instrumentation—primarily guitar and harmonica—complements

the narrative tone without overwhelming it.

McCutcheon’s vocal delivery is clear and emotive, effectively conveying the mixture of wonder, sorrow,

and reflection that the lyrics demand. This restrained performance style enhances the song’s



authenticity, inviting listeners to engage deeply with the historical event rather than being distracted by

elaborate musical production.

Comparative Perspectives: Christmas in the Trenches Among

War Ballads

When placed alongside other war ballads and Christmas-themed songs, Christmas in the trenches by

John McCutcheon stands out for its unique blend of historical specificity and universal message. Unlike

traditional carols or patriotic anthems, McCutcheon’s song is grounded in a particular moment of

wartime humanity, making it both a tribute and a subtle critique.

In comparison to songs like "Silent Night," which focus on religious or spiritual aspects of Christmas, or

"No Man’s Land" by Eric Bogle, which dwells on the futility of war more broadly, Christmas in the

trenches strikes a balance. It celebrates a brief interlude of peace without glossing over the larger

context of violence and loss.

This balance has made the song a popular choice for educational settings, remembrance ceremonies,

and folk music collections. Its accessibility and emotional resonance have ensured its place in the

canon of war-related musical works.

Impact and Legacy of the Song

Since its release, Christmas in the trenches by John McCutcheon has contributed significantly to public

awareness of the 1914 Christmas Truce. By translating a historical event into a personal story, the

song helps listeners, especially younger audiences, connect emotionally with history.

Moreover, the song has inspired various adaptations and performances worldwide, often featured in

concerts and documentaries about World War I. Its message continues to resonate in contemporary



discussions about conflict resolution and the human cost of war.

From an SEO perspective, the song often appears in searches related to “World War I Christmas

truce,” “war songs about Christmas,” and “John McCutcheon folk music,” reflecting its relevance

across multiple interest areas.

Strengths and Limitations of Christmas in the Trenches by

John McCutcheon

While the song’s strengths lie in its storytelling and emotional impact, certain limitations are worth

noting:

Historical Simplification: As a narrative ballad, the song necessarily simplifies complex historical

realities to fit its format.

Focus on Western Front: The song centers on British and German soldiers, potentially

overlooking other perspectives involved in the war.

Emotional Bias: The song’s hopeful tone might underplay the broader horrors and political

complexities of World War I.

Nonetheless, these limitations do not diminish the song’s artistic and educational value but rather

highlight the challenges inherent in translating history into music.

Christmas in the trenches by John McCutcheon remains a compelling and moving piece that

encapsulates a fleeting moment of peace in a time of unparalleled conflict. Through its evocative lyrics

and understated musicality, it invites reflection on the enduring human spirit and the possibility of



reconciliation even in the darkest times.
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betterment of yourself and the future of our world. We must resist the lure to be mindless drones of
the collective.
  christmas in the trenches by john mccutcheon: Silent Night Stanley Weintraub,
2014-11-06 SILENT NIGHT brings to life one of the most unlikely and touching events in the annals
of war. In the early months of WWI, on Christmas Eve, men on both sides left their trenches, laid
down their arms, and joined in a spontaneous celebration with their new friends, the enemy. For a
brief, blissful time, remembered since in song and story, a world war stopped. Even the participants
found what they were doing incredible. Germans placed candle-lit Christmas trees on trench
parapets and warring soldiers sang carols. In the spirit of the season they ventured out beyond their
barbed wire to meet in No Man's Land, where they buried the dead in moving ceremonies,
exchanged gifts, ate and drank together, and joyously played football, often with improvised balls.
The truce spread as men defied orders and fired harmlessly into the air. But, reluctantly, they were
forced to re-start history's most bloody war. SILENT NIGHT vividly recovers a dreamlike event, one
of the most extraordinary of Christmas stories.
  christmas in the trenches by john mccutcheon: Jump into the Story Ray R. Friesen,
2019-02-27 Preaching is a challenging, privileged, and awesome responsibility. As important as
mining the text for its meaning and message and making connections to our twenty-first-century
world is the responsibility to engage the imaginations of the people in the pews (or chairs). In this
book, Ray Friesen—life-long preacher and retired pastor—has provided twenty examples of how to
be creative and engage those imaginations. Most were written under the pressures of bi-vocational
ministry (preaching forty times a year as half-time pastor and operating a mediation practice). They
are offered to you, not as sermons for you to preach, but as examples of what is possible, even with
all the other responsibilities you may have. Each sermon and type of creativity will create an
opportunity to set your imagination and creativity free to engage the imaginations, hearts, and
dreams of your parishioners.
  christmas in the trenches by john mccutcheon: World War I, Updated Edition Peter Bosco,
2009 Praise for the previous edition:Liberal use of personal narratives and quotes along with battle
descriptions and statistics gives readers a vivid sense of life in wartime. - School Library JournalA
century of material pro
  christmas in the trenches by john mccutcheon: The Oxford Handbook of Community
Singing Esther M. Morgan-Ellis, Kay Norton, 2024 The Oxford Handbook of Community Singing
shows in abundant detail that singing with others is thriving. Using an array of interdisciplinary
methods, chapter authors prioritize participation rather than performance and provide finely
grained accounts of group singing in community, music therapy, religious, and music education
settings. Themes associated with protest, incarceration, nation, hymnody, group bonding, identity,
and inclusivity infuse the 47 chapters. Written almost wholly during the 2020-21 COVID-19
pandemic, the Handbook features a section dedicated to collective singing facilitated by audiovisual
or communications media (mediated singing), some of it quarantine-mandated. The last of eight
substantial sections is a repository of new theories about how group singing practices work.
Throughout, the authors problematize the limitations inherited from the western European choral
music tradition and report on workable new remedies to counter those constraints--
  christmas in the trenches by john mccutcheon: How to Get There From Here Candace R.
Benyei Ph.D., 2011-04-11 The cover drawing, a depiction of a pomegranate tree that grows on the
premises of the Garden Tomb in the old city of Jerusalem, was created by the author. According to J.
E. Cirlot’s A Dictionary of Symbols, pomegranates, by nature of their shape and internal structure,
symbolize the reconciliation of the multiple and diverse within apparent unity, and in the Bible
appear as a symbol of the Oneness of the universe. Pomegranates were also embroidered on the
hems of the Jewish priestly vestments prior to the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple. And in the
Hebrew scriptures, pomegranates were figured as tokens of fruitfulness even to the extent of being
the Tree of Life itself and symbolic of the restoration of God’s favor.
  christmas in the trenches by john mccutcheon: Kingdom to Commune Patricia



Appelbaum, 2009-03-01 American religious pacifism is usually explained in terms of its practitioners'
ethical and philosophical commitments. Patricia Appelbaum argues that Protestant pacifism, which
constituted the religious center of the large-scale peace movement in the United States after World
War I, is best understood as a culture that developed dynamically in the broader context of American
religious, historical, and social currents. Exploring piety, practice, and material religion, Appelbaum
describes a surprisingly complex culture of Protestant pacifism expressed through social networks,
iconography, vernacular theology, individual spiritual practice, storytelling, identity rituals, and
cooperative living. Between World War I and the Vietnam War, she contends, a paradigm shift took
place in the Protestant pacifist movement. Pacifism moved from a mainstream position to a sectarian
and marginal one, from an embrace of modernity to skepticism about it, and from a Christian center
to a purely pacifist one, with an informal, flexible theology. The book begins and ends with
biographical profiles of two very different pacifists, Harold Gray and Marjorie Swann. Their stories
distill the changing religious culture of American pacifism revealed in Kingdom to Commune.
  christmas in the trenches by john mccutcheon: God Knows All Your Names Paul N.
Herbert, 2009-08-18 People with only a slight interest in history will enjoy these fascinating, short
and easy to understand stories. Serious history buffs will like these lesser-known episodes, not the
stories weve heard a million times. For example: try to find anyone who knows about the attempted
slave insurrection in Fairfax County, Virginia. With Mary Lincolns spending habits, who knew that
Abraham Lincoln actually saved an enormous percentage of his presidential salary? A slave honored
in Virginia with a monument; the history of Lee Highway which opened with great fanfare in 1923 as
a 3,000 mile road from Washington, DC to San Diego; a story about the Little River Turnpike, the
second oldest turnpike in America, built partly by slaves and captured Hessian soldiers. Youll read
about two Civil War ships that collided in the Potomac River. Victims included wounded soldiers'
wives and one soldiers six-year-old son. Youll read a great account of the massive Civil War
corruption. Youll learn about the disastrous condition of the treasury (sound familiar?) during the
Revolutionary War. The government tried everything, including a lottery to get the country afloat in
a sea of red ink. But the most fascinating story may be about the Revolutionary War soldier who
faked his own desertion to defect to the enemy with the highly secretive mission of going behind
enemy lines to capture and return for trial the worst traitor in American history: Benedict Arnold.
Bet you never heard of this story. There are many other stories in this eclectic, heavily-researched
manuscript. Theres a story about the Christmas Truce in World War One, about long-forgotten
holidays in Virginia, about the retrocession which sent an area of Washington back to Virginia in
1846, and about the impeachment of a Supreme Court justice (it happened only once). And more!
  christmas in the trenches by john mccutcheon: World War I ,
  christmas in the trenches by john mccutcheon: The Great Class War 1914-1918 Jacques R.
Pauwels, 2016-04-06 Historian Jacques Pauwels applies a critical, revisionist lens to the First World
War, offering readers a fresh interpretation that challenges mainstream thinking. As Pauwels sees it,
war offered benefits to everyone, across class and national borders. For European statesmen, a
large-scale war could give their countries new colonial territories, important to growing capitalist
economies. For the wealthy and ruling classes, war served as an antidote to social revolution,
encouraging workers to exchange socialism's focus on international solidarity for nationalism's
intense militarism. And for the working classes themselves, war provided an outlet for years of
systemic militarization -- quite simply, they were hardwired to pick up arms, and to do so eagerly. To
Pauwels, the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand in June 1914 -- traditionally upheld by
historians as the spark that lit the powder keg -- was not a sufficient cause for war but rather a
pretext seized upon by European powers to unleash the kind of war they had desired. But what
Europe's elite did not expect or predict was some of the war's outcomes: social revolution and
Communist Party rule in Russia, plus a wave of political and social democratic reforms in Western
Europe that would have far-reaching consequences. Reflecting his broad research in the voluminous
recent literature about the First World War by historians in the leading countries involved in the
conflict, Jacques Pauwels has produced an account that challenges readers to rethink their



understanding of this key event of twentieth century world history.
  christmas in the trenches by john mccutcheon: Chicken Soup for the Soul Stories for a
Better World Jack Canfield, Mark Victor Hansen, 2012-09-11 101 of the most uplifting stories you've
ever read about people reaching out, stepping up and transforming their lives and the world around
them?
  christmas in the trenches by john mccutcheon: Theological Commentary R. Michael
Allen, 2011-12-15 >
  christmas in the trenches by john mccutcheon: Seeing Through Tears Judith Kay Nelson,
2012-12-06 Seeing Through Tears is a groundbreaking examination of crying behavior and the
meaning behind our tears. Drawing from attachment theory and her own original research, Judith
Nelson presents an exciting new view of crying as a part of our inborn equipment for establishing
and maintaining emotional connections. In a comprehensive look at crying through the life cycle,
this insightful volume presents a novel theoretical framework before offering useful and practical
advice for dealing with this most fundamental of human behaviors.
  christmas in the trenches by john mccutcheon: Zacharias 2 in 1-Jesus Among Other
Gods & Deliver Us from Evil Ravi Zacharias, 2009-09-10 Jesus Among Other Gods: In his most
important work to date, apologetics scholar and popular speaker Ravi Zacharias shows how the
blueprint for life and death itself is found in a true understanding of Jesus. With a simple yet
penetrating style, Zacharias uses rich illustrations to celebrate the power of Jesus Christ to
transform lives.Jesus Among Other Godscontrasts the truth of Jesus with founders of Islam,
Hinduism, and Buddhism, strengthening believers and compelling them to share their faith with our
post-modern world. Deliver Us From Evil: With clarity and insight, Zacharias shows how many of
today's most popular ideas, thoughts, and beliefs are vandalizing our culture. He shows how it is
there, in the depths of our innermost being, That the work of God changes what we want to do. This
is not an ethical system calling us to civility. This is the transforming work of the grace of God, who
calls us His children. He shows how: Secularization has led us to a loss of shame, generating evil
even against those we love Pluralization has led us to a loss of reason, generating evil toward those
we choose to hate Privatization has led us to loss of meaning, generating evil against ourselves
  christmas in the trenches by john mccutcheon: A Community Spirit of Caring Begins
with You Jan Roberts, 2001-08 The Spirit of Caring Movement is based on the simple yet
transformative belief that the cultural emphasis on materialism and self-interest is not what is most
important to people. Instead, most people are yearning for a meaningful connection to others and to
a purpose greater than themselves. This movement validates the basic goodness of people and seeks
ways to have this goodness reflected as a top priority wherever people work, play and live. It seeks
to strengthen ethics and meaning in schools, business, law, media, healthcare, neighborhoods, and
other areas of our lives.
  christmas in the trenches by john mccutcheon: Jesus Among Other Gods Ravi Zacharias,
2002-02-06 In a world with so many religions, why Jesus? We are living in a time when you can
believe anything, as long as you do not claim it to be true. In the name of “tolerance,” our
postmodern culture embraces everything from Eastern mysticism to New Age spirituality. But as
Ravi Zacharias points out, such unquestioning acceptance of all things spiritual is absurd. All
religions, plainly and simply, cannot be true. Jesus Among Other Gods provides the answers to the
most fundamental claims about Christianity, such as: Aren’t all religions fundamentally the same?
Was Jesus who He claimed to be? Can one study the life of Christ and demonstrate conclusively that
He was and is the way, the truth, and the life? In each chapter, Zacharias considers a unique claim
that Jesus made and then contrasts the truth of Jesus with the founders of Islam, Hinduism, and
Buddhism with compelling insight and passionate conviction. In addition to an impressive breadth of
reading and study, he shares his personal journey from despair and meaninglessness to his discovery
that Jesus is who He said He is. “In Jesus Among Other Gods, Ravi Zacharias demonstrates that he is
one of the most intellectually gifted as well as spiritually sensitive writers of today’s leading
apologists for the Christian faith. Zacharias brings alive the unique power of the claims of Jesus



about himself and the utter relevance of his message today for the human condition.” — David
Aikman, author of Great Souls
  christmas in the trenches by john mccutcheon: Citizens of the Empire Robert Jensen,
2004-04 As we approach the elections of 2004, U.S. progressives are faced with the challenge of
how to confront our unresponsive and apparently untouchable power structures. With millions of
antiwar demonstrators glibly dismissed as a focus group, and with the collapse of political and
intellectual dialogue into slogans and soundbites used to stifle protest-Support the Troops, We Are
the Greatest Nation on Earth, etc.-many people feel cynical and hopeless. Citizens of the Empire
probes into the sense of disempowerment that has resulted from the Left's inability to halt the
violent and repressive course of post-9/11 U.S. policy. In this passionate and personal exploration of
what it means to be a citizen of the world's most powerful, affluent and militarized nation in an era
of imperial expansion, Jensen offers a potent antidote to despair over the future of democracy. In a
plainspoken analysis of the dominant political rhetoric-which is intentionally crafted to depress
political discourse and activism-Jensen reveals the contradictions and falsehoods of prevailing
myths, using common-sense analogies that provide the reader with a clear-thinking rebuttal and a
way to move forward with progressive political work and discussions. With an ethical framework
that integrates political, intellectual and emotional responses to the disheartening events of the past
two years, Jensen examines the ways in which society has been led to this point and offers renewed
hope for constructive engagement. Robert Jensen is a professor of media law, ethics and politics at
the University of Texas, Austin. He is the author of Writing Dissent: Taking Radical Ideas from the
Margins to the Mainstream, among other books. He also writes for popular media, and his opinion
and analytical pieces on foreign policy, politics and race have appeared in papers and magazines
throughout the United States.
  christmas in the trenches by john mccutcheon: For Pete's Sake Pamela Chappell,
2011-02-23 There are books that help you laugh or cry and books that inspire or motivate you. There
are authors who share the challenges of their lives and those that share the triumphs. For Pete's
Sake does it all. . In this deeply moving memoir of trust and courage, acclaimed singer/songwriter
Pamela Chappell poignantly writes of her newlywed husband Pete's heart transplant and its
frightening aftermath. For Pete's Sake dramatically depicts one caretaker's harrowing journey with
all of its bumps and its beauty. Chappell's dedication to both her husband and her faith will engage,
heal, uplift and inspire.
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