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Political Instability Task Force: Understanding Its Role and Impact in Global
Affairs

political instability task force may not be a household term, but it plays a
critical role in monitoring, analyzing, and responding to political crises
around the world. These specialized groups are often established by
governments, international organizations, or think tanks to anticipate and
mitigate risks that arise from unstable political environments. In an era
where global stability is increasingly interconnected, understanding the
function and importance of a political instability task force can provide
valuable insight into how conflicts are managed before they escalate.

What is a Political Instability Task Force?

At its core, a political instability task force is a dedicated team of
analysts, experts, and policymakers focused on identifying early signs of
political unrest, regime changes, civil wars, or other forms of instability
within countries. The primary goal is to forecast potential crises to enable
timely intervention or preventive measures. Unlike typical intelligence
agencies that may focus on military threats or espionage, these task forces
specialize in socio-political dynamics, governance issues, and economic
factors that contribute to instability.

The Origin and Evolution

The concept gained prominence in the 1990s when the U.S. government,
recognizing the increasing complexity of global conflicts, formed a task
force to predict and understand political violence and state failure. Over
time, similar units have been established worldwide, often integrating data
analysis, satellite imagery, and on-the-ground intelligence. The political
instability task force has evolved from a reactive group to a proactive
institution that harnesses technological advances and interdisciplinary
expertise.

Key Functions of a Political Instability Task
Force

Understanding the multifaceted role of a political instability task force
sheds light on how global peacekeeping efforts are shaped. Here are some of
the critical functions these teams perform:

Early Warning and Risk Assessment

One of the most vital roles is providing early warnings about potential
political crises. Through the analysis of political trends, social movements,
economic indicators, and diplomatic relations, the task force can forecast



events like coups, insurgencies, or mass protests. This predictive capability
is essential for governments and international bodies to prepare responses
ranging from diplomatic engagement to humanitarian aid.

Data Collection and Analysis

Data is at the heart of a political instability task force’s operations. They
gather information from multiple sources—news reports, social media,
intelligence agencies, local informants, and international organizations.
Using advanced statistical models and AI-driven algorithms, they analyze this
data to detect patterns indicating rising tensions. This approach transforms
raw information into actionable intelligence.

Policy Recommendations and Strategic Planning

Beyond analysis, the task force advises policymakers on strategies to address
potential instability. Their recommendations might include diplomatic
negotiations, economic sanctions, peacekeeping deployments, or development
programs aimed at addressing root causes such as poverty or corruption. By
bridging the gap between intelligence and policy, the task force plays a
crucial role in shaping effective and timely interventions.

Challenges Faced by Political Instability Task
Forces

While political instability task forces are invaluable, they are not without
challenges. Understanding these obstacles helps explain why predicting
political crises remains a complex task.

Complexity of Political Environments

Political landscapes are influenced by a vast array of factors, including
historical grievances, ethnic divisions, economic conditions, and external
influences. Capturing this complexity requires nuanced analysis, often
complicated by incomplete or biased information. Task forces must balance
quantitative data with qualitative insights to avoid oversimplification.

Data Reliability and Access

Access to reliable data is a persistent challenge. In conflict zones or
authoritarian regimes, information may be censored, manipulated, or
unavailable. Furthermore, misinformation and propaganda can distort the
reality on the ground, complicating the task force's assessments.



Political Sensitivities

Recommending interventions in sovereign nations is a delicate matter. Task
forces must navigate geopolitical interests, avoid exacerbating tensions, and
ensure that their analyses are impartial. The risk of being perceived as
interfering in domestic affairs can limit the effectiveness of their work.

Examples of Political Instability Task Forces
in Action

To illustrate their impact, it’s helpful to look at some real-world instances
where political instability task forces have played a role.

Preventing Mass Atrocities

In regions threatened by ethnic violence or genocide, task forces have
alerted international bodies like the United Nations to impending crises.
Early warnings have sometimes enabled peacekeeping missions or humanitarian
aid to be mobilized before large-scale atrocities occur.

Supporting Democratic Transitions

During transitions from authoritarian regimes to democratic governance,
political instability task forces help monitor elections, track potential
flashpoints, and assist in confidence-building measures. Their analyses
inform international support programs aimed at fostering political stability.

Countering Terrorism and Insurgency

Political instability often creates fertile ground for extremist groups. Task
forces aid in identifying areas vulnerable to radicalization and help
coordinate counterterrorism strategies that address not only security
concerns but also underlying political grievances.

Technological Innovations Enhancing Task Force
Capabilities

Modern political instability task forces harness cutting-edge technology to
improve their effectiveness.

Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning

AT-driven models can analyze vast datasets far more quickly than humans,
identifying subtle trends that might predict political upheaval. Machine



learning algorithms improve over time, enhancing the accuracy of forecasts.

Geospatial and Satellite Data

Satellite imagery provides real-time information about troop movements,
refugee flows, and infrastructure damage. When integrated into task force
analyses, this data offers an invaluable perspective on on-the-ground
realities.

Social Media Monitoring

Social media platforms have become a barometer of public sentiment and social
mobilization. Task forces track online conversations to detect growing unrest
or misinformation campaigns that could destabilize regions.

Why Political Instability Task Forces Matter
Today

In our increasingly globalized and interconnected world, political
instability in one region can have ripple effects worldwide—impacting
economies, security alliances, migration patterns, and more. Political
instability task forces are crucial in providing the foresight necessary to
prevent conflicts or mitigate their consequences.

By blending expertise in political science, economics, data analytics, and
international relations, these task forces offer a comprehensive approach to
understanding and managing complex political crises. Their work supports not
only national security interests but also broader goals of peace, human
rights, and sustainable development.

Whether it’s advising governments, shaping international policy, or informing
humanitarian efforts, the political instability task force remains a vital
player in navigating today’s turbulent political landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Political Instability Task Force (PITF)?

The Political Instability Task Force (PITF) is a research project funded by
the U.S. government that aims to identify and analyze factors leading to
political instability, such as state failure, coups, and civil wars, using
quantitative methods.

Who founded the Political Instability Task Force?

The Political Instability Task Force was established in the mid-1990s by the
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) in collaboration with academic
researchers to improve forecasting of political crises.



What methodologies does the Political Instability
Task Force use?

The PITF uses quantitative analysis, statistical modeling, and machine
learning techniques to assess risk factors and forecast the likelihood of
political instability in countries worldwide.

How does the Political Instability Task Force
contribute to policy making?

By providing data-driven forecasts and risk assessments, the PITF helps
policymakers and intelligence agencies anticipate potential crises and
allocate resources effectively to prevent or mitigate political instability.

Can the Political Instability Task Force predict
civil wars and coups accurately?

While the PITF has developed models that significantly improve forecasting
accuracy compared to chance, political events are inherently complex, so
predictions are probabilistic and not guaranteed.

Is the data used by the Political Instability Task
Force publicly available?

Some of the datasets and reports produced by the PITF are publicly accessible
for academic and policy research, but certain sensitive information may be
restricted.

How has the Political Instability Task Force evolved
with technological advancements?

The PITF has incorporated advances in data science, machine learning, and big
data analytics to enhance the precision and scope of its political
instability forecasts over time.

Additional Resources

Political Instability Task Force: Navigating Global Risks and Preventing
Crises

political instability task force represents a specialized entity or
initiative designed to analyze, predict, and respond to political turbulence
across nations. In an increasingly interconnected world, political
instability can ripple beyond borders, affecting international security,
economic markets, humanitarian conditions, and diplomatic relations. The role
of such task forces—whether governmental, intergovernmental, or independent
research bodies—is pivotal in identifying early warning signs of unrest,
providing actionable insights, and advising policymakers to mitigate risks.

The concept of a political instability task force emerged prominently in the
late 20th century, reflecting the growing necessity for structured and
systematic approaches to understanding fragile political environments. These
groups typically leverage a combination of qualitative assessments and



quantitative data, utilizing indicators related to governance, social
fragmentation, economic performance, and external pressures. Their findings
help to anticipate scenarios ranging from regime changes and civil conflicts
to broader regional destabilizations.

Understanding the Function and Importance of
Political Instability Task Forces

Political instability task forces serve multiple critical functions.
Primarily, they act as early warning systems, detecting vulnerabilities that
could escalate into violence or governmental collapse. Their analyses are
often integrated into foreign policy planning, international aid
distribution, and security strategy formulation. By pinpointing root causes
and trends, these groups enable stakeholders to act proactively rather than
reactively.

Furthermore, political instability task forces contribute to the academic and
practical understanding of conflict dynamics. They often publish
comprehensive reports assessing political risk, which are valuable for
diplomats, investors, non-governmental organizations, and international
bodies. The insights generated can inform peacebuilding efforts, humanitarian
interventions, and even economic development programs aimed at addressing the
underlying drivers of instability.

Key Features and Methodologies

To achieve their objectives, political instability task forces employ a
variety of analytical tools and methodologies. These include:

e Data Collection and Indicator Analysis: Task forces gather data on
political events, economic indicators, social tensions, and external
influences. Common indicators include government effectiveness, human
rights records, levels of political violence, and economic inequality.

e Risk Modeling and Scenario Planning: Using statistical models and expert
judgment, these groups predict potential outcomes based on current
trends. Scenario planning helps policymakers visualize possible futures
and prepare accordingly.

e Field Research and Intelligence Gathering: Ground-level insights from
local sources, NGOs, and diplomatic missions enrich the analysis and
validate data-driven predictions.

e Interdisciplinary Collaboration: Political instability is multifaceted,
so task forces often combine expertise from political science,
economics, sociology, and security studies.

The integration of technology, such as machine learning algorithms and big
data analytics, has enhanced the predictive capacity of these task forces.
However, the inherent unpredictability of human behavior and geopolitical

shifts means that no forecast is flawless.



Examples and Case Studies

One notable example is the U.S. government's Political Instability Task
Force, formerly known as the State Failure Task Force, which was established
in the 1990s. This initiative aimed to understand and predict state collapse
and civil conflict worldwide. By analyzing patterns from historical data, the
task force identified risk factors such as factionalized elites, economic
decline, and demographic pressures. Their research informed U.S. foreign
policy and contributed to conflict prevention strategies.

Similarly, international organizations like the United Nations and the World
Bank maintain their own mechanisms to monitor political volatility. For
instance, the UN’s Department of Political and Peacebuilding Affairs works
closely with conflict analysis units to assess risks, while the World Bank
integrates political risk assessments into its development planning.

Challenges and Limitations in Addressing
Political Instability

Despite their importance, political instability task forces face significant
challenges. The complexity of political systems and the rapidly evolving
nature of crises make accurate prediction difficult. Some common issues
include:

e Data Reliability: In conflict zones or authoritarian regimes, reliable
data can be scarce or intentionally manipulated.

e Bias and Subjectivity: Analysts’ perspectives or political agendas may
inadvertently affect interpretations.

e Rapidly Changing Conditions: Sudden events like coups, external
interventions, or economic shocks can upend predictions.

e Coordination Among Stakeholders: Effective response requires cooperation
between governments, multilateral institutions, and local actors, which
is often challenging.

Moreover, there is an ongoing debate about the ethical implications of
intervention based on task force recommendations. Some argue that early
warnings can lead to premature or heavy-handed actions, while others
emphasize the necessity of informed preventive measures.

Balancing Forecasting and Action

A critical dimension of the political instability task force’s mandate is not
only to forecast but also to guide actionable policy. This balance involves:

1. Prioritizing Interventions: Identifying which situations require urgent
diplomatic, humanitarian, or security responses.



2. Supporting Local Capacities: Encouraging inclusive governance and
conflict resolution mechanisms at the national and community levels.

3. Adapting to Feedback: Continuously updating models based on real-world
developments and lessons learned.

This dynamic process helps avoid static or overly deterministic approaches
that might overlook emerging variables.

The Future of Political Instability Task Forces

Looking ahead, political instability task forces are likely to evolve with
advancements in data science and global cooperation frameworks. Enhanced
satellite imagery, social media monitoring, and real-time data streams can
improve situational awareness. At the same time, integrating local voices and
qualitative insights remains indispensable to contextualize numerical data.

The growing complexity of hybrid threats—such as cyberattacks combined with
political agitation—calls for multidisciplinary task forces equipped with
diverse expertise. Additionally, as climate change increasingly intersects
with political stability, task forces must expand their scope to include
environmental stressors as potential catalysts for unrest.

In sum, political instability task forces play a crucial role in global
governance by illuminating risks before they result in crises. Their
continued refinement and integration within international systems are
essential to fostering resilience in an unpredictable world.
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political instability task force: Cult of the Irrelevant Michael C. Desch, 2021-09-28 How
professionalization and scholarly “rigor” made social scientists increasingly irrelevant to US national
security policy To mobilize America’s intellectual resources to meet the security challenges of the
post-9/11 world, US Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates observed that “we must again embrace
eggheads and ideas.” But the gap between national security policymakers and international relations
scholars has become a chasm. In Cult of the Irrelevant, Michael Desch traces the history of the
relationship between the Beltway and the Ivory Tower from World War I to the present day.
Recounting key Golden Age academic strategists such as Thomas Schelling and Walt Rostow,
Desch’s narrative shows that social science research became most oriented toward practical
problem-solving during times of war and that scholars returned to less relevant work during
peacetime. Social science disciplines like political science rewarded work that was methodologically
sophisticated over scholarship that engaged with the messy realities of national security policy, and
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academic culture increasingly turned away from the job of solving real-world problems. In the name
of scientific objectivity, academics today frequently engage only in basic research that they hope will
somehow trickle down to policymakers. Drawing on the lessons of this history as well as a unique
survey of current and former national security policymakers, Desch offers concrete
recommendations for scholars who want to shape government work. The result is a rich intellectual
history and an essential wake-up call to a field that has lost its way.

political instability task force: Corruption in the MENA Region Dina Elsayed, 2020-11-02
This book explores the causes of corruption in the Middle East and North Africa through a
systematic cross-national comparative analysis of fifteen countries in the region. It aims to explain
causal relationships between corruption and differences in political and socio-economic dimensions
within these different countries over the period 1999-2010. The countries are grouped together into
three sub-regions (the Gulf region, North Africa, and Mashreq plus Yemen). The author finds that
the main variables that showed robustness in impacting the intensity of corruption are the rule of
law, quality of regulations, and trade openness. Poverty rates and income inequality have been clear
triggers for petty corruption. Meanwhile, natural resources endowments have shown less of an
impact on the levels of corruption, and similarly women's empowerment has not been found to be a
strong indicator.

political instability task force: Handbook of Fragile States David Carment, Yiagadeesen
Samy, 2023-08-14 This timely Handbook examines the causes, costs and consequences of state
fragility, advancing key debates in the field. Demonstrating the multidimensionality of fragility by
applying diverse theories and methodologies, it provides new insights on effective policy
development and application in the context of fragile states.

political instability task force: Dealing with Failed States Harvey Starr, 2013-09-13 With the
ever-increasing interdependence across individuals, groups, international organizations, and
nation-states an increasingly significant policy concern in the contemporary turbulent world of
globalization is the question of state failure. There has been a growing academic interest in the
determinants of state failure and an acute awareness across the international community of the need
for dealing with issues of instability in states. The contributors to this volume represent the most
recent cutting edge approaches to state failure—looking at both conditions of conflict and economic
development, dealing with the conceptualization, causes, and consequences of state failure, as well
as policy-oriented analyses as to how state failure can be contained, reversed, or prevented. In order
to deal fully with the phenomenon of state failure, investigators must be involved in a number of
boundary-crossing activities. The contributors to this volume have addressed failed states through:
multiple levels of analysis, assessing domestic and cross-border phenomena, internal and external
conflict, domestic and international political economy; multiple disciplines and interdisciplinary
approaches representing political science, sociology, and economics; various methodological
approaches, including large-N empirical analyses, case studies, and simulations; and through both
basic and applied research, drawing on the work of academics, IGOs, NGOs, and national
governments. This book was originally published as a special issue of Conflict Management and
Peace Science.

political instability task force: Economic Aspects of Genocides, Other Mass Atrocities, and
Their Prevention Charles H. Anderton, Jurgen Brauer, 2016 This edited collection by 41
accomplished scholars examines economic aspects of genocides, other mass atrocities, and their
prevention. Chapters include numerous case studies (e.g., California's Yana people, Australia's
Aborigines peoples, Stalin's killing of Ukrainians, Belarus, the Holocaust, Rwanda, DR Congo,
Indonesia, Pakistan, Colombia, Mexico's drug wars, and the targeting of suspects during the
Vietnam war), probing literature reviews, and completely novel work based on extraordinary
country-specific datasets. Also included are chapters on the demographic, gendered, and economic
class nature of genocide.

political instability task force: The Dynamic Effect of Social and Political Instability on Output
Mr.Lorenzo E. Bernal-Verdugo, Davide Furceri, Mr.Dominique M. Guillaume, 2013-04-23 The aim of




this paper is to analyze the dynamic effect of social and political instability on output. Using a panel
of up to 183 countries from 1980 to 2010, the results of the paper suggest that social conflicts have
a significant and negative impact on output in the short-term with the magnitude of the effect being
a function of the intensity of political instability. The results also show that the recovery of output
over the medium-term depends on the ability of the country to implement, in the aftermath of a
social instability episode, reforms aimed at improving the level of governance. The results are robust
to different checks and estimation strategies.

political instability task force: Governance by Indicators Kevin Davis, 2012-07-05
Indicators and rankings are widely used by governments and organisations to assess the
effectiveness, efficiency, and success of policy decisions. This book evaluates the creation of
indicators, their impact on policy decisions, and the implications of their use.

political instability task force: Civil War and Uncivil Development David Maher, 2018-03-15
This book challenges the conventional wisdom that civil war inevitably stymies economic
development and that ‘civil war represents development in reverse’. While some civil wars may have
adverse economic effects, Civil War and Uncivil Development posits that not all conflicts have
negative economic consequences and, under certain conditions, civil war violence can bolster
processes of economic development. Using Colombia as a case study, this book provides evidence
that violence perpetrated by key actors of the conflict - the public armed forces and paramilitaries -
has facilitated economic growth and processes of economic globalisation in Colombia (namely,
international trade and foreign direct investment), with profoundly negative consequences for large
swathes of civilians. The analysis also discusses the ‘development in reverse’ logic in the context of
other conflicts across the globe. This book will be an invaluable resource for scholars, practitioners
and students in the fields of security and development, civil war studies, peace studies, the political
economy of conflict and international relations.

political instability task force: Communication and Education Mary John O'Hair, Philip A.
Woods, H. Dan O'Hair, 2024-01-11 A timely and insightful exploration of the vital relationships
among effective communication, education, peace, and democracy Communication and Education:
Promoting Peace and Democracy in Times of Crisis and Conflict explores the complexities of
addressing divisive societal challenges, reducing conflicts, and building and sustaining peace and
democracy around the world. Contributions by an international panel of experts provide
evidence-based practices, findings from ongoing research projects, policy analyses, and cutting-edge
theories, frameworks, and models for confronting global challenges to peace and democracy.
Examining the crucial role of crisis communication and education on a global scale, this
research-based compendium covers a broad range of key topics, such as democratizing education,
promoting peace through complexity science, understanding how factionalism threatens democracy,
encouraging citizen participation, and more. Throughout the text, the authors highlight the need for
equity, compassion, critical thinking, and active engagement to create a sustainable future based on
democratic values. Designed to enhance the knowledge base of crisis communication related to
crises impacting education, peace, and democracy, Communication and Education: Explores
different strategies and practices for fostering democracy in education, such as the IDEALS
framework for creating positive school cultures Discusses emotional geographies in schools and
their impact on democratic school climate and teacher burnout Emphasizes empathic
communication and participatory skills among teachers Offers practical strategies and examples of
harnessing technology for peace and democracy Provides real-world case studies illustrating the
transformative power of education, music, diverse perspectives, and open communication channels
Examines the ecological interdependence of effective communication, education, democracy and
peace Part of the Wiley Blackwell Communicating Science in Times of Crisis series, Communication
and Education: Promoting Peace and Democracy in Times of Crisis and Conflict is essential reading
for communication and education scholars, researchers, students, practitioners, and community
scientists.

political instability task force: Evidence for Hope Kathryn Sikkink, 2019-03-05 A history of




the successes of the human rights movement and a case for why human rights work Evidence for
Hope makes the case that yes, human rights work. Critics may counter that the movement is in
serious jeopardy or even a questionable byproduct of Western imperialism. Guantanamo is still open
and governments are cracking down on NGOs everywhere. But human rights expert Kathryn Sikkink
draws on decades of research and fieldwork to provide a rigorous rebuttal to doubts about human
rights laws and institutions. Past and current trends indicate that in the long term, human rights
movements have been vastly effective. Exploring the strategies that have led to real humanitarian
gains since the middle of the twentieth century, Evidence for Hope looks at how essential advances
can be sustained for decades to come.

political instability task force: The Oxford Handbook on Atrocity Crimes Barbora Hol3,
Hollie Nyseth Nzitatira, Hollie Nyseth Brehm, Maartje Weerdesteijn, 2022 The Oxford Handbook on
Atrocity Crimes surveys and further develops the evolving field of atrocity crime studies through
interdisciplinary research on war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide in one
comprehensive volume encompassing contributions of leading scholars.

political instability task force: Routledge Handbook of Civil Wars Edward Newman, Karl
DeRouen, Jr., 2014-02-18 This comprehensive new Handbook explores the significance and nature of
armed intrastate conflict and civil war in the modern world. Civil wars and intrastate conflict
represent the principal form of organised violence since the end of World War II, and certainly in the
contemporary era. These conflicts have a huge impact and drive major political change within the
societies in which they occur, as well as on an international scale. The global importance of recent
intrastate and regional conflicts in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq, Somalia, Nepal, Cote d'Ivoire, Syria
and Libya - amongst others - has served to refocus academic and policy interest upon civil war.
Drawing together contributions from key thinkers in the field who discuss the sources, causes,
duration, nature and recurrence of civil wars, as well as their political meaning and international
impact, the Handbook is organised into five key parts: Part I: Understanding and Explaining Civil
Wars: Theoretical and Methodological Debates Part II: The Causes of Civil Wars Part III: The Nature
and Impact of Civil Wars Part IV: International Dimensions Part V: Termination and Resolution of
Civil Wars Covering a wide range of topics including micro-level issues as well as broader debates,
Routledge Handbook of Civil Wars will set a benchmark for future research in the field. This volume
will be of much interest to students of civil wars and intrastate conflict, ethnic conflict, political
violence, peace and conflict studies, security studies and IR in general.

political instability task force: Sovereignty, State Failure and Human Rights Neil Englehart,
2017-05-08 This book argues that the effectiveness of the state apparatus is one of the crucial
variables determining human rights conditions, and that state weakness and failure is responsible
for much of the human rights abuses we see today. Weak states are unable to control their own
agents or to police abuses by private actors, resulting in less accountability and more abuse. By
contrast, stronger states have greater capacities to protect human rights; even strong authoritarian
states tend to have better human rights conditions than weak ones. The first two chapters of the
book develop the theoretical connections between international law, sovereignty, states and rights,
and the consequences of state failure for these relationships. The empirical chapters (Chapters 3-6)
test the validity of these theoretical claims, employing a multi-method approach that combines
quantitative and qualitative methods. Englehart uses case studies of Afghanistan, Burma/Myanmar
and the Indian state of Bihar to analyze types and patterns of state failure, based on analysis of NGO
reports, archival research, primary and secondary texts, and interviews and field research.
Examining what happens to human rights when states fail, the book concludes with implications for
scholars and activists concerned with human rights. This book will be of great use to scholars of
international relations, comparative politics, human rights law and state sovereignty.

political instability task force: War and Conflict in Africa Paul D. Williams, 2013-04-26
After the Cold War, Africa earned the dubious distinction of being the world's most bloody continent.
But how can we explain this proliferation of armed conflicts? What caused them and what were their
main characteristics? And what did the world's governments do to stop them? In this fully revised




and updated second edition of his popular text, Paul Williams offers an in-depth and wide-ranging
assessment of more than six hundred armed conflicts which took place in Africa from 1990 to the
present day - from the continental catastrophe in the Great Lakes region to the sprawling conflicts
across the Sahel and the web of wars in the Horn of Africa. Taking a broad comparative approach to
examine the political contexts in which these wars occurred, he explores the major patterns of
organized violence, the key ingredients that provoked them and the major international responses
undertaken to deliver lasting peace. Part I, Contexts provides an overview of the most important
attempts to measure the number, scale and location of Africa's armed conflicts and provides a
conceptual and political sketch of the terrain of struggle upon which these wars were waged. Part I,
Ingredients analyses the role of five widely debated features of Africa's wars: the dynamics of
neopatrimonial systems of governance; the construction and manipulation of ethnic identities;
questions of sovereignty and self-determination; as well as the impact of natural resources and
religion. Part III, Responses, discusses four major international reactions to Africa's wars: attempts
to build a new institutional architecture to help promote peace and security on the continent; this
architecture's two main policy instruments, peacemaking initiatives and peace operations; and
efforts to develop the continent. War and Conflict in Africa will be essential reading for all students
of international peace and security studies as well as Africa's international relations.

political instability task force: Building and Using Datasets on Armed Conflicts Mayeul
Kauffmann, 2008 The so-called 'hard' or 'exact' sciences, with their necessary emphasis on
technology and on the technical, are hardly reputed for being very human, and, conversely, the
so-called 'human' sciences are often pronounced as 'soft' because they cannot be based on the
certainties associated with the former. The search for truth - which is the essential dimension of the
construction of a peaceful world - therefore has to navigate between considerations of a
philosophical nature and the concrete data of the hard sciences. If, ever since the humanism of the
Renaissance period, we have been happy to lay claim to the wisdom of one of its great writers,
Rabelais, who taught a moral lesson to the young Pantagruel with the neat formula science without
conscience is the ruin of the soul, we nonetheless stand in awe before modern scientific advances
and the extraordinary achievements that they have opened up. If everything is not permissible, at
least everything seems possible!

political instability task force: Charting the Roots of Anti-Chinese Populism in Africa Steve
Hess, Richard Aidoo, 2015-07-13 This book investigates China’s emergence as an outside player in
SSA over the last several decades and the current understanding of the impact of Beijing’s growing
presence on the continent, including several case studies focused on specific SSA countries. China’s
accelerating economic and political engagement with sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) has gained growing
attention in political and academic circles as a topic of both praise and derision. China has become
the standard bearer of rising powers emerging from the developing world, and has begun to make
inroads in its effort to secure strategic natural resources in a region traditionally dominated by the
status quo powers of the West. Publications concerning Sino-African relations have increased rapidly
over the last decade. Instead of asking whether or not China’s role in SSA is a positive for the
continent’s political, economic and social development, this book focuses on often overlooked
African publics and how they perceive China’s engagement. Moreover, instead of constructing a
uniform “China meets Africa” narrative, this work examines China’s presence in sub-Saharan Africa
on a country-by-country basis, accounting for the intensity of Chinese engagement, the country’s
domestic political institutions, and the way in which political entrepreneurs within these systems
choose to utilize Chinese involvement as an instrument of political mobilization. It will be of interest
to scholars and policy-makers concerned with Africa and China's development and international
relations.

political instability task force: Paristwa dysfunkcyjne i ich destabilizujqgcy wptyw na stosunki
miedzynarodowe Robert Ktosowicz, 2013-09-01 Ksiazka pod redakcja Roberta Ktosowicza jest wazna
pod wzgledem poznawczym i [Jpraktycznym. Dotyczy zagadnienia dysfunkcyjnosci panstw we
wspotczesnym $wiecie, co jest zjawiskiem na tyle absorbujacym uwage uczestnikow stosunkéw




miedzynarodowych, ze znajduje odbicie w[] ich sferze doktrynalnej oraz ma wptyw na okreslanie
strategii zwiazanych z [Jbezpieczenstwem i[] stabilnoscia w[] ré6znych czesciach globu. Tom sklada sie
z[] rozdziatéw o[] charakterze oryginalnych rozpraw naukowych, doskonatych pod wzgledem
bibliograficznym, wypetniajacych w(] polskiej literaturze luke zwigzana z[] porzadkowaniem tej
problematyki. Wiele dotychczasowych opracowan miato bowiem charakter wprowadzajacy,
wybiorczy czy jednowymiarowy, tu za$ otrzymujemy ambitng i jednoczesnie bardzo udana, bo przede
wszystkim erudycyjng, probe ujecia kompleksowego i[] wielowymiarowego. To doskonaty przewodnik
po osiagnieciach badawczych w [Jliteraturze swiatowej na temat dysfunkcyjnosci panstw, ich
degradacji i[] destrukgcji. Niniejsza publikacja pod wzgledem metodologicznym pozwala spojrze¢ na
panstwa dysfunkcyjne w [Jmiare catosciowo i[] analitycznie, u§wiadamiajac nie tylko ztozonos¢ tego
zjawiska, ale i [Jtrudnosci w[] jego opisie, analizie oraz teoretycznym wyjasnieniu. Z [Jrecenzji prof.
dr. hab. Stanistawa Bielenia

political instability task force: Climate and Social Stress National Research Council,
Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Board on Environmental Change and
Society, Committee on Assessing the Impacts of Climate Change on Social and Political Stresses,
2013-02-14 Climate change can reasonably be expected to increase the frequency and intensity of a
variety of potentially disruptive environmental events-slowly at first, but then more quickly. It is
prudent to expect to be surprised by the way in which these events may cascade, or have
far-reaching effects. During the coming decade, certain climate-related events will produce
consequences that exceed the capacity of the affected societies or global systems to manage; these
may have global security implications. Although focused on events outside the United States,
Climate and Social Stress: Implications for Security Analysis recommends a range of research and
policy actions to create a whole-of-government approach to increasing understanding of complex
and contingent connections between climate and security, and to inform choices about adapting to
and reducing vulnerability to climate change.
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the refereed proceedings of the 7th International Conference on Social Computing,
Behavioral-Cultural Modeling, and Prediction, SBP 2014, held in Washington, DC, USA, in April
2014. The 51 full papers presented were carefully reviewed and selected from 101 submissions. The
SBP conference provides a forum for researchers and practitioners from academia, industry, and
government agencies to exchange ideas on current challenges in social computing,
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according to estimates, more than 250 million civilians were victims of genocide and mass atrocities
during this period. This book provides one of the first regional perspectives on mass atrocities in
Asia, by exploring the issue through two central themes. Bringing together experts in genocide
studies and area specialists, the book looks at the legacy of past genocides and mass atrocities, with
case studies on East Timor, Cambodia and Indonesia. It explores the enduring legacies of trauma
and societal divisions, the complex and continuing impacts of past mass violence, and the role of
transitional justice in the aftermath of mass atrocities in Asia. Understanding these complex legacies
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the prospects and challenges for preventing future mass atrocities in Asia, and globally. It discusses
both regional and global factors that may impact on preventing future mass atrocities in Asia, and
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examination of genocide and mass atrocities through the themes of legacies and prevention, the
book is an important contribution to Asian Studies and Security Studies.
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