the eyes of the dragon stephen king

The Eyes of the Dragon Stephen King: A Magical Departure from Horror

the eyes of the dragon stephen king is a title that often surprises readers
familiar with Stephen King’s reputation as the master of horror. Unlike his
more terrifying works, this novel ventures into the realm of fantasy, weaving
a tale of magic, betrayal, and heroism that captivates audiences of all ages.
Published in 1984, The Eyes of the Dragon stands out in King’s bibliography
as an enchanting story that highlights his versatility as a writer.

If you're curious about this lesser-known gem, its plot, characters, and the
unique qualities that make it a beloved fantasy novel, you’re in the right
place. Let’s dive into everything you need to know about The Eyes of the
Dragon Stephen King, exploring its themes, narrative style, and how it fits
into the broader landscape of King’s work.

The Eyes of the Dragon Stephen King: An
Overview

Stephen King is primarily known for chilling horror novels like *It*, *The

Shining*, and *Carrie*. However, The Eyes of the Dragon offers a refreshing
change of pace. Set in the fictional kingdom of Delain, the story follows a
classic fantasy structure with princes, a wicked magician, and a quest for

justice—all elements that feel reminiscent of traditional fairy tales.

A Plot Filled with Intrigue and Magic

At the heart of The Eyes of the Dragon Stephen King spins a narrative about
the royal family of Delain. King’s story centers on King Roland, his two sons
Peter and Thomas, and the sinister magician Flagg, a character who also
appears in other King works but takes on a unique role here.

The novel begins with the murder of King Roland, which sets off a chain of
events involving wrongful accusations, imprisonment, and an eventual quest to
restore order. The tension between the brothers Peter and Thomas, combined
with Flagg’s dark influence, creates a compelling story that blends fantasy
and suspense without relying on horror elements.

Characters That Bring the Story to Life

Stephen King’s skill at character development shines in this novel as well.
Peter, the rightful heir, is portrayed as courageous and noble, while Thomas
is more complex and somewhat tragic. Flagg, as the antagonist, embodies pure
evil but in a way that feels fitting for a fantasy villain rather than a
supernatural horror figure.

These characters are not just archetypes; they have depth and motivations
that make readers invested in their fates. King’'s ability to craft relatable
and memorable characters contributes greatly to the novel’s enduring appeal.



Why The Eyes of the Dragon Stephen King Stands
Out

Many readers who pick up The Eyes of the Dragon expecting a typical Stephen
King horror story are pleasantly surprised by its fairy-tale quality and
imaginative storytelling. The novel is often praised for its unique tone and
style, which differ markedly from King’s usual fare.

A Departure from Horror to Fantasy

One of the most fascinating aspects of The Eyes of the Dragon Stephen King is
how it showcases King’s versatility. While horror is his signature genre,
this novel demonstrates that he can craft a compelling fantasy narrative as
well. The book’s tone is lighter and more whimsical, but it still contains
the tension and drama that King excels at creating.

This shift in genre also makes the novel accessible to younger readers and
those who might be reluctant to dive into King’s scarier works. It’s a great
introduction to King’s writing for fans of fantasy and adventure.

The Art of Storytelling in The Eyes of the Dragon

King’s narrative style in The Eyes of the Dragon is engaging and
straightforward, yet richly descriptive. The pacing is deliberate, allowing
readers to fully immerse themselves in the world of Delain and its political
intrigues. Unlike some of King’s more sprawling novels, this one is concise
and tightly plotted, making it a quick but satisfying read.

The novel also employs a framing device, as the story is told by a
storyteller named Dennis, adding a layer of charm and old-world fairy tale
ambiance. This technique helps set the mood and underscores the timeless
quality of the story.

Exploring Themes and Symbolism

Beneath its surface, The Eyes of the Dragon Stephen King offers plenty of
themes and symbolism that enrich the reading experience.

The Struggle Between Good and Evil

At its core, the novel is a classic battle between good and evil. Flagg
represents corruption and malevolence, while Peter symbolizes justice and
righteousness. This timeless conflict is portrayed through the political
machinations and personal struggles within the royal family, making the story
resonate on both a personal and universal level.



Power, Ambition, and Betrayal

Power dynamics play a crucial role in the plot. The quest for control over
the kingdom leads to betrayal and tragedy, reflecting the darker side of
human nature. King explores how ambition can corrupt and how loyalty can be
tested in the face of adversity.

The Role of Magic and Fantasy Elements

Unlike many fantasy novels that center heavily on magical systems or epic
battles, The Eyes of the Dragon uses magic more sparingly but effectively.
Flagg’'s sorcery is a tool of manipulation and fear, enhancing the story’s
tension without overshadowing the characters’ emotional journeys.

Where Does The Eyes of the Dragon Fit in
Stephen King’'s Universe?

Fans of Stephen King often appreciate how his works interconnect in subtle
ways, and The Eyes of the Dragon is no exception.

Flagg’'s Recurring Role

The character Flagg appears in multiple King novels, including *The Stand*
and *The Dark Tower* series, often portrayed as a malevolent force. In The
Eyes of the Dragon, Flagg’s presence adds depth for readers familiar with
King’s multiverse, providing a glimpse into his ongoing battle between good
and evil across different worlds.

A Unique Tone Within King’s Bibliography

While many of King’s books dwell on horror and psychological terror, The Eyes
of the Dragon is more akin to a dark fairy tale. This tonal shift makes it a
fascinating study for those interested in the full spectrum of King’s
storytelling abilities.

Tips for Readers Diving into The Eyes of the
Dragon Stephen King

If you're planning to read or revisit The Eyes of the Dragon, here are some
helpful pointers to enhance your experience:

e Approach it with an open mind: If you expect King'’s typical horror, be
prepared for a different kind of story that leans into fantasy and
adventure.



e Pay attention to character dynamics: The relationships between Peter,
Thomas, and Flagg are central to the story’s emotional impact.

e Enjoy the storytelling style: The novel’s framing device and narrative
voice add a nostalgic, fairy tale-like quality worth savoring.

e Notice the subtle connections: If you’re a fan of King’s broader
universe, watch for references to Flagg and other overlapping elements.

e Consider reading aloud: The book’s tone and prose lend themselves well
to being read aloud, making it a great choice for sharing with younger
readers.

Legacy and Adaptations of The Eyes of the
Dragon

Though not as widely known as some of King’s other works, The Eyes of the
Dragon has garnered a devoted following over the years. Its blend of fantasy
and suspense has inspired readers and critics alike to reevaluate King'’s
range as an author.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

While there hasn’t been a major film or TV adaptation of The Eyes of the

Dragon, the novel remains a favorite among fans who appreciate its unique
place within King’'s oeuvre. There have been discussions and rumors about

possible adaptations, but none have come to fruition as of now.

The book also holds a special place for readers seeking fantasy stories with
a classic feel but authored by one of the most influential writers of our
time. It continues to be recommended for those looking to explore a different
facet of Stephen King’s storytelling prowess.

Reading The Eyes of the Dragon Stephen King offers a chance to experience a
beautifully crafted tale that diverges from the expected horror and instead
invites readers into a richly imagined world of knights, kings, and dark
magic. It’s a testament to King’s ability to surprise and enchant, proving
that even masters of one genre can excel in another. Whether you’'re a
longtime fan or new to his work, this novel is well worth the journey.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Eyes of the Dragon' by Stephen King
about?

'The Eyes of the Dragon' is a fantasy novel by Stephen King that tells the
story of a kingdom plagued by betrayal and dark magic, focusing on the
struggle between good and evil within the royal family.



Is 'The Eyes of the Dragon' a typical Stephen King
horror novel?

No, 'The Eyes of the Dragon' is different from Stephen King's usual horror
novels; it is a fantasy tale with elements of adventure and fairy tale rather
than horror.

When was 'The Eyes of the Dragon' first published?

'The Eyes of the Dragon' was first published in 1984.

Who are the main characters in 'The Eyes of the
Dragon'?

The main characters include King Roland, his sons Peter and Thomas, and the
evil magician Flagg, who plays the antagonist role.

How does 'The Eyes of the Dragon' connect to other
Stephen King works?

The character Flagg also appears in other Stephen King novels, such as 'The
Stand' and 'The Dark Tower' series, linking 'The Eyes of the Dragon' to
King's larger multiverse.

Is 'The Eyes of the Dragon' suitable for young
readers?

Yes, 'The Eyes of the Dragon' is considered suitable for young adults and
older children, as it 1is less graphic and more of a traditional fantasy story
compared to King's horror works.

Has 'The Eyes of the Dragon' been adapted into other
media?

As of now, 'The Eyes of the Dragon' has not been officially adapted into a
film or television series, but it has inspired fan adaptations and remains
popular for potential adaptation.

What themes are explored in 'The Eyes of the Dragon'?

The novel explores themes such as good versus evil, power and corruption,
loyalty, and the importance of courage and justice.

Where can I buy or read 'The Eyes of the Dragon'?

'The Eyes of the Dragon' is available for purchase in bookstores and online
retailers in both physical and digital formats, and can also be found in many
public libraries.
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The Eyes of the Dragon Stephen King: A Literary Departure Explored

the eyes of the dragon stephen king represents a fascinating divergence from
the author’s more familiar horror-centered narratives. Published in 1984,
this novel explores a fantasy realm rich with political intrigue, betrayal,
and magic, showcasing King’'s versatility as a storyteller. While not fitting
neatly into the horror genre that made him a household name, The Eyes of the
Dragon demonstrates his capacity to craft compelling characters and
suspenseful plots in a different literary terrain.

This article delves into the thematic and stylistic elements of The Eyes of
the Dragon, considering its place within Stephen King’s oeuvre and its
reception among readers and critics. By examining its narrative structure,
character development, and genre blending, we gain a deeper understanding of
how this novel stands apart and what makes it a noteworthy work in King’s
expansive bibliography.

The Eyes of the Dragon Stephen King: A Genre-
Bending Narrative

Unlike the dark, psychological horror that typifies much of King’s work, The
Eyes of the Dragon Stephen King is a fantasy novel embedded in a medieval-
esque kingdom called Delain. The story revolves around King Roland, his sons
Peter and Thomas, and the machinations of the sinister magician Flagg. This
setting and plotline mark a significant departure from the eerie,
supernatural horror found in books like It or The Shining.

King’s approach to fantasy is unique; The Eyes of the Dragon blends
traditional fantasy tropes with elements of mystery and suspense. Readers
familiar with King’s horror novels may find this book’s tone lighter yet
still infused with tension and moral complexity. The narrative’s pacing is
deliberate, focusing on character motivations and political intrigue rather
than jump scares or explicit terror.

Plot Overview and Thematic Concerns

At its core, the novel explores themes of power, innocence, and betrayal.
King crafts a tale where the young Prince Peter is wrongfully imprisoned due
to the manipulations of Flagg, the antagonist whose malevolence echoes
throughout King’s universe. The tension arises from Peter’s struggle to prove
his innocence and reclaim his rightful place, underscoring themes of justice
and resilience.

The Eyes of the Dragon Stephen King also meditates on the nature of good
versus evil, but with nuances that complicate clear moral binaries. Flagg,
while villainous, is not a caricature; his cunning and influence make him a
formidable force that challenges the protagonists. King’s portrayal of
characters reveals shades of gray, inviting readers to consider the
complexity of human motives and the consequences of power struggles.



Character Development and Narrative Style

One of the novel’s distinguishing features is its focus on character-driven
storytelling. King’s ability to create memorable and relatable figures shines
through in the interactions between Peter, Thomas, and Flagg. Peter embodies
youthful idealism and courage, while Thomas'’s descent into cruelty and
jealousy adds psychological depth to the narrative.

Narratively, King employs a third-person omniscient perspective, allowing
insights into multiple characters’ thoughts and feelings. This choice
enriches the story’s emotional resonance and heightens suspense, as readers
understand the stakes from various viewpoints. The prose is accessible yet
evocative, with King’s signature descriptive flair bringing the kingdom of
Delain to life.

Comparative Context: The Eyes of the Dragon
Versus King’'s Other Works

To appreciate The Eyes of the Dragon Stephen King fully, it is useful to
compare it with his other notable works. While King’s horror novels often
emphasize fear and the supernatural’s intrusion into everyday 1life, this
novel’s fantasy setting provides a canvas for exploring political intrigue
and human drama.

For example, unlike The Shining, which focuses on psychological horror within
a claustrophobic hotel, The Eyes of the Dragon unfolds across a sprawling
castle and kingdom, emphasizing external conflicts and courtly machinations.
Similarly, the absence of graphic horror elements makes it more accessible to
younger readers or those who prefer fantasy to horror.

However, King'’s recurring antagonist Flagg connects The Eyes of the Dragon to
his broader universe, appearing in other novels such as The Stand. This
intertextual link adds layers for dedicated fans, showcasing King’s skill in
weaving characters across genres and stories.

Reception and Legacy

Upon release, The Eyes of the Dragon received mixed reviews, with some
critics praising its storytelling and others noting it as an unusual
departure from King’s signature style. Over time, it has garnered a dedicated
following, particularly among readers who appreciate fantasy and adventure
stories.

The novel’s appeal lies in its blend of suspense and fantasy, making it a

bridge for readers interested in both genres. It also highlights King'’s
narrative versatility, proving that his talents extend beyond horror.

Key Features and Reader Considerations

When exploring The Eyes of the Dragon Stephen King, several features stand
out that may influence potential readers:



e Accessible Fantasy: Unlike dense epic fantasies, the prose is
straightforward, making it suitable for a broad audience.

e Complex Characters: The psychological depth King brings to his
characters enriches the narrative beyond simple good-versus-evil
frameworks.

e Interconnected Universe: The presence of Flagg ties the novel into
King’s larger mythos, offering additional layers for readers familiar
with his work.

e Absence of Graphic Horror: Readers expecting horror might find the tone
comparatively mild, focusing more on intrigue and suspense.

Potential drawbacks might include a slower pace than typical King thrillers
and a narrative style that leans heavily on exposition and dialogue over
action sequences. However, these elements serve to deepen the story’s
political and emotional texture.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The Eyes of the Dragon has sparked interest in adaptation, though it has not
achieved the same level of cinematic or television presence as some of King’s
other works. In recent years, discussions about a possible adaptation have
surfaced, reflecting the enduring appeal of the story.

Its influence is also evident in how it has expanded King’s readership to
include fantasy enthusiasts and younger audiences, bridging genre boundaries
and demonstrating the author’s narrative flexibility.

The Eyes of the Dragon Stephen King remains a distinctive entry in the
author’s catalog, inviting readers to experience a different side of his
storytelling prowess. Its mix of fantasy elements, moral complexity, and
suspenseful plotting ensures it holds a unique place in contemporary fantasy
literature and King’s literary legacy.
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The Kingdom of Delain is at stake when King Roland is murdered and his son and rightful heir,
Peter, is framed for the crime. Plotting against him is the evil Flagg and his pawn, young Prince
Thomas. Yet with every plan there are holes--like Thomas's terrible secret. And the determined
Prince Peter, who is planning a daring escape from his imprisonment.

the eyes of the dragon stephen king: The Eyes of the Dragon Stephen King, 1987-01 After
Flagg, the evil court magician, sees a mouse chance upon a grain of dragon sand behind Prince
Peter's shelves and die--as did the king--in fire and smoke, he plots to imprison Peter in the Needle
and sieze control of the kingdom

the eyes of the dragon stephen king: The Eyes of the Dragon Stephen King, 1988 The
number-one New York Times bestselling prequel to King's Dark Tower series is available again with
a beautiful new package and black-and-white artwork by David Palladini. Reissue. Copyright © Libri
GmbH. All rights reserved.

the eyes of the dragon stephen king: The Eyes of the Dragon Stephen King, 2014-12

the eyes of the dragon stephen king: The Eyes of the Dragon Stephen King, David Palladini,
1998-06

the eyes of the dragon stephen king: The Eyes of the Dragon King, Andrew, Stephen King,
1989-10-08 In the kingdom of Delain, a young prince must struggle against powerful forces to gain
his rightful inheritance.

the eyes of the dragon stephen king: The Eyes of the Dragon Stephen King, 1987 A fantasy of
heroic adventure set in the kingdom of Delain. It involves a king who is poisoned, a young and
beautiful queen, a prince locked in a high tower while his younger brother assumes the throne, and
an evil magician who harbours terrible secrets and malevolent plans.

the eyes of the dragon stephen king: The Many Facets of Stephen King Michael R.
Collings, 1985-01-01 A study of King's fiction, including a chapter on criticism and a chronology of
King's works.

the eyes of the dragon stephen king: Dissecting Stephen King Heidi Strengell, 2005 In a
thoughtful, well-informed study exploring fiction from throughout Stephen King's immense oeuvre,
Heidi Strengell shows how this popular writer enriches his unique brand of horror by building on the
traditions of his literary heritage. Tapping into the wellsprings of the gothic to reveal contemporary
phobias, King invokes the abnormal and repressed sexuality of the vampire, the hubris of
Frankenstein, the split identity of the werewolf, the domestic melodrama of the ghost tale. Drawing
on myths and fairy tales, he creates characters who, like the heroic Roland the Gunslinger and the
villainous Randall Flagg, may either reinforce or subvert the reader's childlike faith in society. And
in the manner of the naturalist tradition, he reinforces a tension between the free will of the
individual and the daunting hand of fate. Ultimately, Strengell shows how King shatters our illusions
of safety and control: King places his decent and basically good characters at the mercy of
indifferent forces, survival depending on their moral strength and the responsibility they may take
for their fellow men.

the eyes of the dragon stephen king: STEPHEN KING NEW COVER SERIES No. 11 Eyes of
the Dragon Stephen King, 2016-02-07 1 / 500 Signed, Numbered, Artist Commemorative
Wraparound Cover for EYES OF THE DRAGON This is No. 11 in the Signed Stephen King / Glenn
Chadbourne Original Cover Series featuring EYES OF THE DRAGON original cover art. This is a
dust jacket only. This commemorative and original dust jacket cover is by artist Glenn Chadbourne.
This dust jacket is personally signed and numbered by the artist. This original dust jacket fits EYES
OF THE DRAGON Viking hard cover edition by Stephen King. This purchase includes the complete,
wrap-around Original book cover painting of EYES OF THE DRAGON by artist Glenn Chadbourne.
Dust Jacket Signed by Glenn Chadbourne on the back flap. Each copy features the Glenn
Chadbourne embossing with a gold seal to complete authentication, featured on the back side of the
cover. A portion of the proceeds are given to Stephen King's Haven Foundation that supports
authors and artists.

the eyes of the dragon stephen king: Stephen King Harold Bloom, 2009 Provides a biography




of author Stephen King along with critical views of his work.

the eyes of the dragon stephen king: Methods and Meaning in the Novels of Stephen King
James Arthur Anderson, 2024-08-21 This book explores the techniques, themes, and subtexts in the
fictional works of one of America's best-known and most-loved storytellers, Stephen King. Each of
King's novels are analyzed in chronological order of their publication from Carrie to Holly. Every
novel's analysis includes a background and summary, narrative devices, archetypes that influenced
the novel, themes and subtexts, human universals, interesting facts, and notable quotes. As an
invaluable resource for any Stephen King Constant Reader and students of literature in general, this
work appreciates the beauty of King's fiction without needing to master the jargon of contemporary
literary criticism.

the eyes of the dragon stephen king: Stephen King, American Master Stephen Spignesi,
2018-10-30 Fascinating facts, trivia, and little-known details about the Master of the Macabre’s life
from the “world’s leading authority on Stephen King” (Entertainment Weekly). New York
Times-bestselling author Stephen Spignesi has compiled interviews, essays, and loads of facts and
details about all of Stephen King’s work into this fun and informative compendium for the author’s
many fans, from the casual to the fanatical! Did you know. . . ? In his early teens, Stephen King sold
typed copies of his short stories at school. King originally thought his novel Pet Sematary was too
frightening to publish. King’s legendary Dark Tower series took him more than 30 years to write.
Thinner was the novel that revealed his “Richard Bachman” pseudonym to the world. King wrote The
Eyes of the Dragon for his daughter Naomi. He has never liked Stanley Kubrick’s film version of his
novel The Shining. It took him four years to write what some consider his magnum opus, IT. The
2017 film version of IT has grossed more than $700 million worldwide. In addition to novels, King
has written essays, plays, screenplays, and even poetry.

the eyes of the dragon stephen king: Stephen King's The Dark Tower Concordance Robin
Furth, 2012-11-06 The Complete Concordance is an entertaining and incredibly useful guide to
Stephen King’s epic Dark Tower series by Robin Furth and features a foreword by Stephen King
himself. The Dark Tower series is the backbone of Stephen King's legendary career. Eight books and
more than three thousand pages make up this bestselling fantasy epic. The Complete Concordance
covers books [-VII and The Wind Through the Keyhole and is the definitive encyclopedic reference
book that provides readers with everything they need to navigate their way through the series. With
hundreds of characters, Mid-World geography, High Speech lexicon, and extensive cross-references,
this comprehensive handbook is essential for any Dark Tower fan. Includes: -A Foreword from
Stephen King -Characters and Genealogies -Magical Objects and Forces -Mid-World and Our World
Places -Portals and Magical Places -Mid-, End-, and Our World Maps -Timeline for the Dark Tower
Series -Mid-World Dialects -Mid-World Rhymes, Songs, and Prayers -Political and Cultural
References -References to Stephen King’s Own Work

the eyes of the dragon stephen king: The Eyes of the Dragon , 1987 In the kingdom of
Delain, a young prince must struggle against powerful forces to gain his rightful inheritance.

the eyes of the dragon stephen king: The Year's Work in Medievalism, 2002 Jesse G.
Swan, Richard Utz, 2003-10-03 'The Year's Work in Medievalism,' volume XVII, is based upon but
not restricted to the 2002 proceedings of the annual International Conference on Medievalism,
organized by the Director of Conferences of Studies in Medievalism, Gwendolyn Morgan, and, for
2002, Jesse G. Swan and Richard Utz. It contains eleven essays exploring various representations of
the medieval from the Renaissance through contemporary times: Hannah Johnson, The Saint in the
Photograph: Sister Marie Gabriel and Another New Middle Ages Mike McKeon, The Postmodern
Subject in Early Christian Catacomb Painting Anna Kowalcze, Disregarding the Text: Postmodern
Medievalisms and the Readings of John Gardner's Grendel Laura Morowitz, 'Une Guerre Sainte
Contre I'Academisme:' Louis Courajod, The Louvre, and the Barbaric Middle Ages Sandra Ballif
Straubhaar, A Birth Certificate for Sweden, Packaged for Postmoderns: Jan Guillou's Templar
Trilogy Susan Rochette-Crawley, Wholly Ghosts: Genre, Postmodern Transubstantiations, and
Flannery O'Connor's 'The Enduring Chill' David Lampe, 'The Accuracies of My Impressions:' Mark



Twain, Ford Madox Ford, and Michael Crichton Re-Imagine Chivalry Liliana Sikorska, Mapping the
Green Man's Territory in Lindsay Clarke's "The Chymical Wedding ' A. Keith Kelly, Medieval Movie
Madness Hailey Haffey, Dualistic Particulars: How Mystical and Metaphysical Literatures Demand
Differentiation of Erotic Profanities Alissa Stickler, The (Mid)Evil Nightmare of Yesterday and
Tomorrow: Flagg as the Immortal Monster in Stephen King's 'The Eyes of the Dragon and The
Stand.'

the eyes of the dragon stephen king: The Quest for the Dark Tower Alissa Burger,
2021-04-09 A sprawling epic that encompasses many worlds, parallel and alternate timelines, and
the echoes between these disconnects, Stephen King's Dark Tower series spans the entirety of
King's career, from The Gunslinger (limited edition 1982; revised in 2003) to The Wind Through the
Keyhole (2012). The series has two distinctive characteristics: its genre hybridity and its
interconnection with the larger canon of King's work. The Dark Tower series engages with a number
of distinct and at times dissonant genre traditions, including those of Arthurian legend, fairy tales,
the fantasy epic, the Western, and horror. The Dark Tower series is also significant in its
cross-references to King's other works, ranging from overt connections like characters or places to
more subtle allusions, like the sigil of the Dark Tower's Crimson King appearing in the graffiti of
other realities. This book examines these connections and genre influences to consider how King
negotiates and transforms these elements, why they matter, and the impact they have on one
another and on King's work as a whole.

the eyes of the dragon stephen king: The Eyes of the Dragon Thomas L. Hakes, 1984-05-01

the eyes of the dragon stephen king: Stephen King Bev Vincent, 2022-09-13 Celebrate the
King of Horror’s 75th birthday with Stephen King, which explores the connections between Stephen
King'’s life and his body of work.
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