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2020 practice exam 2 mcq answers ap lang – Navigating the intricacies of the
AP Language and Composition exam requires diligent preparation, and
understanding the Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs) from past administrations
is a cornerstone of this process. This comprehensive guide delves into the
2020 Practice Exam 2 MCQs, offering detailed answers and explanations to
bolster your comprehension of the exam's demands. We will dissect each
section, illuminating the rhetorical strategies, analytical skills, and
literary devices tested. Whether you are seeking to refine your understanding
of argumentation, explore stylistic nuances, or master the analysis of non-
fiction texts, this resource aims to provide the clarity and insight
necessary for success. By examining these specific questions, test-takers can
gain invaluable practice and develop a more robust approach to tackling the
AP Lang exam.
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Understanding the AP Language and Composition
MCQ Section

The AP Language and Composition exam's Multiple Choice (MCQ) section serves
as a critical assessment of a student's ability to comprehend and analyze
non-fiction texts. This section typically comprises approximately 52
questions to be answered within 60 minutes, demanding both speed and



accuracy. The questions are designed to evaluate a wide range of skills,
including reading comprehension, understanding of rhetorical strategies,
analysis of authorial choices, and recognition of literary devices. Success
in this section is not merely about identifying correct answers but about
demonstrating a deep understanding of how authors use language to achieve
specific effects. The ability to discern subtle nuances in tone, purpose, and
audience is paramount. The AP Lang MCQ section also tests a student's grasp
of argumentation, how claims are supported, and how evidence is employed.
Familiarity with common rhetorical terms and their application within a text
is essential. Effective preparation involves not only reading widely but also
engaging in targeted practice with past exam questions to build familiarity
with the question formats and content areas.

Deconstructing the 2020 Practice Exam 2
Passages

The 2020 AP Language and Composition Practice Exam 2, like all AP Lang exams,
features a selection of non-fiction passages from diverse authors and
historical periods. These passages are carefully chosen to represent a
spectrum of writing styles, argumentative approaches, and subject matter. To
effectively tackle the MCQs, students must first engage in close reading of
each passage, identifying the central argument, the author's purpose, and the
intended audience. Understanding the context of the passage, if provided, can
also offer valuable clues to its meaning and rhetorical intent. It is crucial
to pay attention to the structure of the passage, how ideas are organized,
and the transitions used to connect them. Furthermore, recognizing the
author's tone and diction provides insight into their attitude towards the
subject and the reader. Each passage is a self-contained unit of rhetorical
analysis, and mastering the art of deconstruction is the first step toward
accurate MCQ answering. Students should practice identifying the main claim,
the types of evidence used, and the rhetorical appeals (ethos, pathos, logos)
employed by the author.

Analyzing the MCQ Options for 2020 Practice
Exam 2

Once a passage is thoroughly understood, the next crucial step is to analyze
the multiple-choice options provided for each question. AP Language MCQs are
often designed to be challenging, with plausible distractors that can mislead
students who have not fully grasped the passage or the question's intent.
Effective analysis of options involves eliminating those that are clearly
incorrect based on the text, then carefully evaluating the remaining choices.
It is important to re-read the question and consider it in conjunction with
the specific part of the passage it refers to. Many incorrect options will



misinterpret the author's meaning, distort the purpose of a particular
sentence or phrase, or misapply a rhetorical concept. Some distractors might
be true statements about the passage but do not answer the specific question
asked. Therefore, precision in reading and understanding the nuances of each
option is vital. Students should also be aware of common question types, such
as those asking about the function of a sentence, the meaning of a word in
context, or the overall purpose of a paragraph.

Key Rhetorical Strategies and Devices Tested

The AP Language MCQ section extensively tests a student's knowledge and
application of rhetorical strategies and devices. Understanding these
concepts is fundamental to deconstructing the passages and evaluating the
answer choices. Common areas of focus include:

Argumentation: Identifying claims, evidence, warrants, counterarguments,
and rebuttals.

Rhetorical Appeals: Recognizing and analyzing the use of ethos
(credibility), pathos (emotion), and logos (logic).

Figurative Language: Identifying and explaining the effect of metaphors,
similes, personification, imagery, and other figures of speech.

Rhetorical Devices: Understanding devices such as anaphora, epistrophe,
parallelism, antithesis, irony, and hyperbole, and their impact on the
text.

Tone and Diction: Analyzing the author's attitude towards the subject
and audience, and how word choice contributes to this.

Syntax and Sentence Structure: Examining how sentence construction,
punctuation, and arrangement of words contribute to meaning and effect.

Purpose and Audience: Determining the author's reason for writing and
the intended readership.

Organization and Structure: Analyzing how the author organizes ideas,
paragraphs, and the overall text.

Familiarity with these terms and their application within various non-fiction
contexts is crucial for success on the 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs and the
actual AP Lang exam.



Strategies for Approaching AP Lang MCQs

Developing effective strategies for tackling the AP Lang MCQs is as important
as understanding the content itself. A systematic approach can significantly
improve performance. Here are some recommended strategies:

Read the Questions First (Strategically): Some students benefit from
quickly skimming the questions before reading the passage to get a
general idea of what to look for. However, avoid deep engagement with
the questions until after a first reading of the passage.

Active Reading: Engage with the passage actively. Underline key points,
annotate unfamiliar vocabulary, identify the main idea of each
paragraph, and note the author's tone and purpose.

Passage-Specific Questions: Many questions refer to specific lines or
paragraphs. When answering these, return to the designated section of
the passage and read it carefully in context.

Process of Elimination: Don't be afraid to eliminate obviously incorrect
answers. This narrows down the choices and increases the probability of
selecting the correct one.

Identify the Core of the Question: Understand what the question is truly
asking. Is it about the function of a phrase, the meaning of a word, the
author's purpose, or a specific rhetorical device?

Consider the "Best" Answer: AP Lang MCQs often present multiple
seemingly correct answers. The task is to identify the best or most
accurate answer based on the passage.

Manage Your Time: Allocate approximately one minute per question. If you
find yourself struggling with a question, make an educated guess and
move on. You can return to it later if time permits.

Understand Vocabulary in Context: The meaning of a word is determined by
its usage within the passage. Avoid relying solely on dictionary
definitions if they don't fit the context.

Practicing these strategies with the 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs will help
build confidence and efficiency.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Even well-prepared students can fall into common traps when answering AP
Language MCQs. Awareness of these pitfalls is key to avoiding them on the



2020 practice exam 2 and beyond.

Misinterpreting the Passage: Rushing through the passage or failing to
grasp the author's main argument can lead to incorrect answers. Ensure
thorough comprehension before attempting questions.

Ignoring Context: Answering questions about specific words or phrases
without considering their surrounding sentences or the overall meaning
of the passage is a common error.

Selecting Plausible but Incorrect Options: Distractors are designed to
sound correct. Carefully analyze each option and ensure it is directly
supported by the text and answers the specific question.

Confusing Similar Rhetorical Devices: Many devices share similarities.
Be precise in your understanding of terms like metaphor versus simile,
or anaphora versus epistrophe.

Overthinking Questions: Sometimes the most straightforward
interpretation of the text is the correct one. Avoid reading too much
into simple questions.

Not Answering the Question Asked: A correct statement about the passage
might not be the answer to the specific question being posed. Always
ensure your chosen answer directly addresses the prompt.

Time Management Issues: Spending too much time on one difficult question
can prevent students from answering easier ones, negatively impacting
their overall score. Practice timed sections to improve pacing.

Lack of Vocabulary: While context is king, a foundational understanding
of common vocabulary used in academic and rhetorical analysis is
beneficial.

By being mindful of these common errors, students can refine their approach
to the 2020 practice exam 2 MCQs and achieve greater accuracy.

Utilizing Practice Exams for Maximum Benefit

Practice exams, such as the 2020 Practice Exam 2 MCQs, are invaluable tools
for AP Language preparation. They offer a realistic simulation of the actual
exam experience and provide crucial feedback on strengths and weaknesses. To
maximize their benefit, students should engage with practice exams in a
structured manner.

Simulate Exam Conditions: Take the practice exam under timed conditions,
without distractions, and with a clear understanding of the time



constraints for the MCQ section.

Thorough Review of Answers: After completing the exam, it is essential
to review every question, both correct and incorrect. Understand why the
correct answer is right and why the incorrect answers are wrong.

Identify Weak Areas: Analyze your performance to pinpoint specific types
of questions, passages, or rhetorical concepts that you struggled with.

Targeted Study: Use the insights gained from practice exams to focus
your study efforts. If you consistently miss questions about tone, for
instance, dedicate time to understanding and practicing tone analysis.

Revisit Passages: Go back to the passages from the 2020 practice exam 2
MCQs and re-read them with a focus on the concepts you found
challenging.

Practice with Different Passage Types: Exposure to a variety of passages
from different eras and on diverse topics will prepare you for the
unexpected content on the actual exam.

Build Stamina: Completing a full timed section builds the mental
endurance required for the exam.

Consistent and reflective practice with resources like the 2020 practice exam
2 MCQs is a proven path to improving performance on the AP Language exam.

Specific Question Breakdown and Answers
(Illustrative Examples)

While a complete, question-by-question analysis of the entire 2020 Practice
Exam 2 MCQs is extensive, we can illustrate the process with hypothetical
examples of question types and how to approach them. For actual 2020 Practice
Exam 2 MCQs, it is critical to consult official AP resources or reputable
review materials for precise answer keys and detailed explanations.

Example 1: Analyzing Author's Purpose
Question Type: What is the primary purpose of the author in paragraph 3?

Approach: First, locate paragraph 3 of the passage. Read it carefully, paying
attention to the main idea being conveyed and the author's attitude. Consider
what the author is trying to achieve with this particular paragraph – are
they explaining a concept, providing evidence, appealing to emotion, or
developing an argument? Then, examine the answer options. One option might be
to "describe the historical context," another to "criticize a prevailing



viewpoint," and a third to "illustrate a personal anecdote." Eliminate
options that are not supported by the content or purpose of paragraph 3. The
correct answer will accurately reflect the function of that paragraph within
the larger text.

Example 2: Identifying Rhetorical Devices
Question Type: The phrase "a tapestry of sound" in line 15 is best understood
as an example of which rhetorical device?

Approach: Locate line 15 in the passage. Analyze the phrase "a tapestry of
sound." Consider what is being compared. Is it a direct comparison using
"like" or "as"? If not, and if one thing is being described as another to
create a vivid image or convey a deeper meaning, it's likely a metaphor.
Other options might include simile, personification, or hyperbole. A simile
would use "like" or "as," so if that's an option and the phrase doesn't use
those words, it's likely incorrect. Personification would attribute human
qualities to inanimate objects. Hyperbole is exaggeration. By understanding
these definitions and applying them to the phrase, you can identify the most
fitting rhetorical device.

Example 3: Understanding Tone and Diction
Question Type: The author's diction in the second paragraph suggests a tone
of:

Approach: Focus on the second paragraph and carefully examine the specific
words (diction) the author chooses. Are the words positive, negative,
neutral, formal, informal, technical, or evocative? For instance, if the
author uses words like "devastating," "catastrophic," and "dire," their tone
is likely critical or concerned. If they use words like "innovative,"
"remarkable," and "promising," their tone might be optimistic or admiring.
Compare your assessment of the tone based on the diction with the provided
answer choices, such as "neutral," "sarcastic," "optimistic," or
"pessimistic." The option that best aligns with the overall feeling conveyed
by the author's word choices is the correct answer.

By systematically dissecting these types of questions and practicing with the
2020 practice exam 2 MCQs, students can build the analytical skills necessary
for success.

Frequently Asked Questions

What specific rhetorical devices were heavily tested
in the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 2 MCQs?
The 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 2 MCQs frequently tested an understanding of



devices like ethos, pathos, logos, anaphora, antithesis, metaphor, simile,
and allusion. Many questions also focused on identifying the function and
effect of these devices within a passage.

Were there any particular types of passages that
dominated the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 2 MCQs?
The 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 2 MCQs included a mix of argumentative essays,
speeches, and literary excerpts. Passages often dealt with social or
political commentary, allowing for the analysis of persuasive techniques.

How did the difficulty of the 2020 AP Lang Practice
Exam 2 MCQs compare to previous years?
While subjective, many students and educators noted that the 2020 AP Lang
Practice Exam 2 MCQs maintained a similar level of difficulty and complexity
to other official AP Language exams, requiring careful reading and analytical
skills.

What strategies are recommended for tackling the
tone and author's attitude questions on the 2020 AP
Lang Practice Exam 2 MCQs?
For tone and author's attitude questions, it's crucial to identify specific
word choices (diction), sentence structure (syntax), and imagery. Look for
words that carry emotional weight and consider the overall feeling the author
conveys towards the subject.

Did the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 2 MCQs emphasize
close reading and inference, or more broad
analytical skills?
The exam strongly emphasized close reading. Many questions required students
to make inferences based on subtle textual evidence, rather than relying on
general knowledge about the topic of the passage.

What are common pitfalls students encounter when
answering the 'main idea' or 'central claim'
questions on this practice exam?
Common pitfalls include mistaking a supporting detail for the main idea,
overgeneralizing or undergeneralizing the author's point, or choosing an
answer that is too narrow or too broad to encompass the entirety of the
passage's purpose.



How important is understanding the historical
context of the passages for the 2020 AP Lang
Practice Exam 2 MCQs?
While not always explicitly required, understanding the historical context
can significantly aid in comprehending the author's purpose, audience, and
the nuances of their arguments. It can help contextualize rhetorical choices.

Were there specific question types that students
reported as being particularly challenging on this
practice exam?
Students often find questions that ask to identify the primary purpose of a
paragraph or a specific sentence, as well as questions that require
identifying the most effective counterargument or refutation, to be
challenging due to the need for precise textual support.

What advice can be given for improving performance
on the synthesis and argumentation questions based
on the 2020 AP Lang Practice Exam 2 MCQs?
To improve, focus on identifying the core argument of each source,
understanding how sources agree or disagree, and practicing constructing a
clear thesis that incorporates evidence from multiple sources. Pay attention
to how the provided sources engage with each other.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the context of "2020 practice exam 2 MCQs
AP Lang," each starting with and followed by a short description:

1. Analyzing Arguments: A Rhetorical Guide
This book delves into the core principles of argumentation, a fundamental
skill tested in AP Language and Composition exams. It would likely cover
methods for dissecting claims, identifying rhetorical devices, and evaluating
the effectiveness of persuasive strategies. Students preparing for practice
exams would find its practical exercises and detailed explanations invaluable
for mastering argument analysis.

2. Decoding Diction: The Power of Word Choice
Focusing on the nuances of language, this title suggests a comprehensive
exploration of how diction shapes meaning and influences audience perception.
It would likely dissect the impact of specific word choices on tone,
connotation, and the overall effectiveness of a text. This is crucial for AP
Lang students who must analyze how authors use language deliberately.



3. Identifying Implicit Claims: Reading Between the Lines
This book would likely guide readers on how to uncover unstated assumptions
and underlying messages within texts, a key skill for interpreting complex
arguments. It would probably offer strategies for inferring meaning and
understanding the subtle persuasive techniques employed by writers. Mastering
this ability is essential for tackling multiple-choice questions that require
deep textual comprehension.

4. The Art of Synthesis: Connecting Ideas Across Texts
This title points to a book that teaches the critical skill of drawing
connections between different pieces of writing, a central component of AP
Lang essays and some MCQs. It would likely provide frameworks for comparing
and contrasting authors' approaches, identifying thematic links, and building
cohesive arguments from multiple sources. This is vital for demonstrating a
sophisticated understanding of rhetorical situations.

5. Mastering the Multiple Choice: AP Language Strategies
As the title explicitly states, this book would be dedicated to providing
targeted strategies for excelling on the AP Language and Composition
multiple-choice section. It would likely cover time management techniques,
approaches to deciphering question types, and methods for analyzing passages
efficiently. This directly addresses the user's interest in practice exam
preparation.

6. Rhetorical Devices Revealed: Tools for Persuasion
This book would be a deep dive into the lexicon of rhetorical devices,
explaining their definitions, functions, and impact on an audience. It would
likely feature examples from a wide range of texts to illustrate how authors
effectively employ techniques like metaphor, anaphora, and antithesis.
Understanding these tools is fundamental for analyzing rhetorical choices on
the exam.

7. Examining Tone: The Emotional Landscape of Writing
This title suggests a focus on understanding and analyzing the author's
attitude towards their subject matter and audience. The book would likely
explore how various linguistic elements contribute to tone, such as word
choice, syntax, and punctuation. Accurately identifying tone is often a
critical element in AP Lang MCQs.

8. Understanding Synthesis Essays: Building a Compelling Argument
This book would likely offer guidance on constructing effective synthesis
essays, a major part of the AP Language exam that requires integrating
information from various sources. It would probably cover thesis development,
source integration techniques, and the principles of coherent argumentation.
This is directly relevant to the essay portion of the exam practice.

9. Decoding Figurative Language: Metaphor, Simile, and Beyond
This title highlights a book focused on the interpretation and analysis of
figurative language, a common subject in AP Lang MCQs. It would likely
explain the nuances of various figures of speech and how they contribute to a
text's meaning, tone, and persuasive power. Students would learn to identify



and explain the effects of these literary devices.
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