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2020 practice exam 1 mcq ap world history is your gateway to mastering the challenges of this crucial
assessment. This comprehensive guide dives deep into the structure, content, and strategies necessary for
success on the AP World History: Modern Multiple Choice Questions (MCQs) from the 2020 exam. We will
dissect the types of questions you can expect, explore key historical periods and themes often tested, and
provide actionable advice for improving your accuracy and speed. Whether you're seeking to understand the
nuances of document-based questions, analyze secondary sources, or simply boost your confidence, this
article is designed to equip you with the knowledge and tools needed to excel. Prepare to enhance your
understanding of AP World History concepts and refine your test-taking skills.
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Understanding the 2020 AP World History: Modern MCQ Format

The College Board's AP World History: Modern exam, particularly its 2020 iteration, features a distinct
structure for its multiple-choice section. This section is designed to assess a broad range of historical
knowledge and analytical skills across the period from c. 1200 to the present. Understanding this format is
the first step toward effective preparation. The MCQs are typically presented in sets, each accompanied by a
stimulus. These stimuli can include primary source documents, secondary source excerpts, maps, charts, or
images. Each set will have multiple questions that relate directly to the provided stimulus, testing your
ability to interpret, analyze, and synthesize historical information.

The 2020 AP World History practice exam 1 MCQs section consists of approximately 55 questions, and you
are allotted 55 minutes to complete it. This means you have an average of one minute per question, including
the time needed to read and understand the accompanying stimulus material. The questions are designed to test
your understanding of historical developments, cause and effect relationships, continuity and change over time,
and comparisons between different societies and regions. Mastering the pacing is crucial for this timed
assessment.

Types of Stimuli in 2020 AP World History MCQs

The stimuli used in the 2020 AP World History practice exam 1 MCQs are varied and representative of the
types of historical evidence students are expected to engage with. These can include:

Primary Source Documents: These are firsthand accounts or original materials from the period being
studied, such as letters, diaries, government decrees, artwork, or photographs. They require careful
reading and contextualization.



Secondary Source Excerpts: These are interpretations or analyses of historical events written by
historians. They often present different perspectives or arguments about the past, and students must
understand the author's claim and evidence.

Visual Sources: This category encompasses images like paintings, political cartoons, sculptures, and
photographs. Understanding the historical context and the artist's or creator's intent is key.

Data and Charts: Graphs, tables, and maps provide quantitative or spatial information that needs to be
interpreted to draw historical conclusions.

Cognitive Skills Assessed by the MCQs

Beyond rote memorization, the 2020 AP World History practice exam 1 MCQs are designed to evaluate higher-
order thinking skills. These include:

Source Analysis: Evaluating the origin, purpose, and audience of a source to understand its potential
biases or limitations.

Contextualization: Placing historical events, developments, or processes within broader historical
events and processes.

Comparison: Identifying similarities and differences between historical developments in different regions or
time periods.

Causation: Analyzing the causes and effects of historical events and developments.

Continuity and Change Over Time: Identifying patterns of continuity and change over time and explaining
the causes and effects of these changes.

Key Historical Periods Covered in 2020 AP World History
Practice Exam 1 MCQs

The AP World History: Modern curriculum, and by extension the 2020 practice exam 1 MCQs, covers a vast
sweep of human history, divided into distinct chronological periods. Familiarity with the key events, figures, and
developments within each period is essential for success. The exam aims to test your understanding of global
interactions, societal structures, and technological innovations across these eras.

The 2020 AP World History practice exam 1 MCQs will likely draw questions from all units of the AP
World History: Modern course. This ensures a comprehensive assessment of your historical knowledge. The
questions often require you to connect events across different periods, demonstrating an understanding of
long-term trends and historical causality.

Period 1: The Global Tapestry, c. 1200–c. 1450

This period marks the beginnings of a truly interconnected world. The 2020 AP World History practice exam 1
MCQs might feature questions related to the development and expansion of empires such as the Byzantine Empire,
the Islamic Caliphates, and various Chinese dynasties like the Song. You should also be prepared to analyze the
impact of the Mongol Empire on Eurasia, the spread of world religions (Buddhism, Christianity, Islam), and the
growth of trade networks like the Silk Roads and the Indian Ocean trade. Understanding the technological



innovations and agricultural practices of this era is also crucial.

Period 2: Networks of Exchange, c. 1450–c. 1750

This era is characterized by significant European maritime exploration and the establishment of new
transoceanic trade routes. Questions on the 2020 AP World History practice exam 1 MCQs could focus on
the Columbian Exchange, the rise of mercantilism, the Atlantic slave trade, and the development of new empires
like the Ottoman, Safavid, Mughal, Ming, and Qing dynasties. The Renaissance, Reformation, and Scientific
Revolution in Europe, as well as their global impacts, are also likely topics. You should be ready to analyze
the shifts in global power and economic systems.

Period 3: Industrialization and Global Integration, c. 1750–c. 1900

The Industrial Revolution, originating in Great Britain, fundamentally reshaped economies, societies, and
political structures worldwide. The 2020 AP World History practice exam 1 MCQs might test your
knowledge of industrialization, its spread to other regions, and its consequences, including urbanization, new
social classes, and ideologies like liberalism and socialism. Imperialism and its various forms, the Scramble for
Africa, and resistance to colonial rule are also key themes. Furthermore, understanding the impact of
Enlightenment ideas and revolutionary movements (American, French, Haitian) will be important.

Period 4: Global Conflict and Consequences, c. 1900–Present

This period is defined by two World Wars, the Great Depression, the Cold War, and the process of
decolonization. The 2020 AP World History practice exam 1 MCQs will likely cover the causes and
consequences of World War I and World War II, the rise of totalitarian regimes, the Holocaust, and the
nuclear age. You should also be prepared to analyze the dynamics of the Cold War, the Non-Aligned Movement,
and the various struggles for independence in Africa and Asia. The emergence of new global challenges like
environmental concerns and economic globalization will also be relevant.

Common Themes and Skills Tested in the 2020 AP World History
MCQs

Beyond specific historical content, the 2020 AP World History practice exam 1 MCQs are designed to assess
your understanding of recurring historical themes and your ability to apply analytical skills. Recognizing
these themes and practicing these skills is crucial for consistent performance.

The College Board emphasizes the development of historical thinking skills throughout the course. The MCQs
are a primary vehicle for assessing how well students can interpret evidence, construct arguments, and
understand historical causality and change.

Continuity and Change Over Time

This skill involves identifying how societies, institutions, technologies, or ideas have evolved or remained
consistent across different historical periods. For the 2020 AP World History practice exam 1 MCQs, you
might be asked to compare a specific aspect of a society in 1450 with its state in 1750, or to trace the
evolution of a political ideology from the Enlightenment to the present day. Understanding the long-term
impact of events and processes is key.



Causation

This skill focuses on analyzing the relationships between historical events and developments, understanding
what causes them and what effects they have. Questions on the 2020 AP World History practice exam 1
MCQs might ask about the causes of the Agricultural Revolution, the effects of the Columbian Exchange, or
the reasons for the decline of an empire. You’ll need to distinguish between immediate and long-term causes and
effects.

Comparison

The ability to compare and contrast different societies, cultures, political systems, or economic structures is
fundamental. The 2020 AP World History practice exam 1 MCQs may present stimuli from different regions or
time periods and ask you to identify similarities or differences in their social structures, responses to
challenges, or methods of governance. For example, you might be asked to compare the colonial systems
established by Spain in the Americas with those of Great Britain.

Contextualization

This skill requires placing historical events, developments, or processes within broader historical patterns and
structures. When analyzing a stimulus in the 2020 AP World History practice exam 1 MCQs, you might need
to connect it to larger trends, such as the growth of global trade networks, the spread of industrialization,
or the impact of Enlightenment ideas. Understanding the "big picture" helps in interpreting specific details.

Analysis of Historical Sources

Whether dealing with primary or secondary sources, the 2020 AP World History practice exam 1 MCQs will
test your ability to critically evaluate them. This includes understanding the author's perspective, purpose,
audience, and the historical context in which the source was created. For secondary sources, it also involves
recognizing the historian's argument and the evidence used to support it. Identifying potential biases or
limitations in a source is a critical component of this skill.

Strategies for Tackling AP World History MCQs

Success on the 2020 AP World History practice exam 1 MCQs requires more than just factual knowledge; it
demands effective test-taking strategies. Given the time constraints and the complexity of the questions, a
systematic approach can significantly improve your performance and reduce anxiety.

Developing good habits before the exam, such as consistent practice and careful review of your mistakes, is
paramount. The following strategies are designed to help you navigate the MCQ section efficiently and
accurately.

Effective Time Management

With only 55 minutes for 55 questions, time is of the essence. It is crucial to pace yourself. A good strategy
is to aim for an average of one minute per question. If you find yourself spending too much time on a single
question, consider marking it and moving on. You can always return to it later if time permits. Avoid getting
bogged down by difficult questions; it is better to answer more questions correctly than to spend excessive
time on a few.



Active Reading and Annotation

When presented with stimulus material, read it actively. Underline key terms, dates, and authorial claims. For
visual sources, note the key elements and any implied messages. When reading the questions, pay close attention
to keywords such as "except," "most likely," or "best describes." These words can significantly alter the
meaning of the question and the correct answer choice.

Elimination Strategy

For each question, carefully read all the answer choices. Often, you can eliminate two or even three incorrect
options immediately. This process of elimination increases your chances of selecting the correct answer, even if
you are unsure. Look for choices that are factually incorrect, irrelevant to the stimulus, or misinterpret the
historical context.

Using the Stimulus as Your Primary Guide

The questions in the 2020 AP World History practice exam 1 MCQs are directly linked to the provided
stimulus. Therefore, your primary source of information for answering these questions should be the document,
image, map, or chart itself. While prior knowledge is helpful, do not rely solely on it. Ensure your answer is
supported by evidence within the given material. Sometimes, the correct answer will seem plausible based on
your general knowledge but is not directly supported by the stimulus.

Practice with Authentic Materials

The most effective way to prepare for the 2020 AP World History practice exam 1 MCQs is to practice with
actual released AP exam questions or high-quality practice exams. This familiarizes you with the question
style, difficulty level, and the types of stimuli you will encounter. Analyze your performance on these practice
tests to identify areas where you need more focused study.

Analyzing Stimulus Material: Documents and Secondary Sources

The ability to critically analyze historical documents and secondary sources is a cornerstone of the 2020
AP World History practice exam 1 MCQs. Each stimulus is a piece of evidence that requires careful
interpretation to answer the associated questions correctly. This involves understanding not just what the
source says, but why it says it and how it fits into the broader historical narrative.

When approaching stimulus-based questions, your goal is to extract the most relevant information and
connect it to the historical context. This skill is transferable to other parts of the AP World History exam,
including the document-based essay (DBQ).

Deconstructing Primary Source Documents

When faced with a primary source, such as a letter from a colonial administrator or a speech by a
revolutionary leader, consider the following:

Origin: Who created this source, and when? What is their role or position?

Purpose: Why was this source created? What was the author trying to achieve?

Audience: To whom was this source intended? How might this influence the content?



Content: What are the main points or arguments being made? What evidence is presented?

Historical Context: What was happening in the world or region when this source was created? How
does this context help explain the source's content and purpose?

For the 2020 AP World History practice exam 1 MCQs, applying these questions will help you identify biases,
understand the author's perspective, and answer questions about the document's significance.

Interpreting Secondary Source Excerpts

Secondary sources are interpretations by historians, and the 2020 AP World History practice exam 1 MCQs
may present excerpts from different historians offering varying perspectives on the same event. To analyze these
effectively:

Identify the Author's Argument: What is the main thesis or claim the historian is making?

Analyze the Evidence: What historical evidence does the author use to support their argument?

Recognize Historiography: Understand that different historians may have different interpretations based
on their own backgrounds, the sources they consult, and the historical questions they are asking.

Compare and Contrast Arguments: If multiple secondary sources are presented, be prepared to identify
their similarities and differences in interpretation and emphasis.

Questions related to secondary sources often test your ability to understand a historian's argument, identify
supporting evidence, and distinguish between different historical interpretations.

Analyzing Visual and Data-Based Stimuli

Maps, charts, graphs, and images also serve as crucial stimuli in the 2020 AP World History practice exam 1
MCQs. When analyzing:

Maps: Pay attention to the geographical scope, the period represented, and any features highlighted (e.g.,
trade routes, borders, population densities).

Charts and Graphs: Identify the variables being measured, the trends over time or across categories, and
any outliers or significant data points.

Images (Paintings, Cartoons, Photographs): Consider the subject matter, symbolism, style, and the
artist's or photographer's likely intent. What message is being conveyed?

The questions associated with these stimuli will often require you to draw conclusions based on the visual
or numerical information presented, linking it to broader historical developments.

Self-Assessment and Improvement Using 2020 Practice Exam 1
MCQs

Simply taking practice exams is not enough; effective self-assessment is key to transforming your practice into
tangible improvement for the 2020 AP World History practice exam 1 MCQs. A thorough review of your



performance allows you to identify weaknesses and tailor your study plan accordingly.

The goal of self-assessment is to learn from your mistakes and build upon your strengths. This iterative
process of practice, analysis, and refinement is what leads to mastery.

Reviewing Incorrect Answers

After completing a practice set, the most critical step is to meticulously review every question you answered
incorrectly. For each missed question:

Identify the Reason for the Error: Was it a factual misunderstanding? Did you misinterpret the stimulus?
Did you fall for a distractor answer? Was it a time management issue?

Consult Reliable Sources: Refer to your textbook, class notes, or reputable online resources to
clarify any content gaps or conceptual misunderstandings.

Understand the Correct Answer: Why is the correct answer correct? Ensure you can articulate the
reasoning, not just memorize the correct option.

This detailed analysis of your errors is far more valuable than simply seeing your score.

Analyzing Performance Trends

Beyond individual questions, look for patterns in your performance across the 2020 AP World History
practice exam 1 MCQs. Are you consistently missing questions related to a specific historical period? Do you
struggle with questions that require comparative analysis? Are you making errors in interpreting primary
sources?

Identify Weak Periods: If you notice a trend of incorrect answers related to, for example, the early
modern period, dedicate more study time to that era.

Target Weak Skills: If you consistently miss questions testing causation, focus on practicing that
specific skill.

Track Progress: Keep a log of your practice test scores and the types of errors you make. This will help
you see your progress over time and identify areas that still need attention.

This systematic approach ensures that your study efforts are focused and efficient.

Refining Test-Taking Strategies

Use your practice sessions as opportunities to refine your test-taking strategies. If you found yourself
rushing, practice applying the elimination method more rigorously or the "mark and move on" technique.

Time Yourself Consistently: Always simulate exam conditions by timing yourself.

Experiment with Approaches: Try reading the questions before the stimulus, or vice versa, to see which
works best for you.

Focus on Stimulus Comprehension: Ensure you are deeply understanding the provided material before
attempting to answer the questions.



The 2020 practice exam 1 MCQs are a tool for improvement, so approach them with a mindset of learning and
adaptation.

Advanced Tips for AP World History MCQ Mastery

To truly excel on the 2020 AP World History practice exam 1 MCQs and beyond, consider incorporating
these advanced strategies into your preparation. These tips focus on deeper conceptual understanding, critical
thinking, and strategic engagement with the material.

Moving beyond basic memorization and applying critical analysis to all aspects of the exam is crucial for
achieving a high score. These advanced techniques will help you tackle complex questions with greater
confidence and accuracy.

Connecting Concepts Across Units

The AP World History exam often tests your ability to see the connections between different historical
periods and themes. For the 2020 AP World History practice exam 1 MCQs, don't just study each unit in
isolation. Think about how developments in one era laid the groundwork for later events or how similar
patterns of change or continuity manifest across different time periods.

Thematic Connections: How have concepts like "state-building," "cultural diffusion," or "economic
systems" evolved from c. 1200 to the present?

Inter-regional Comparisons: Be prepared to compare how different regions responded to similar global
forces, such as industrialization or imperialism.

Long-Term Causality: Understand how seemingly minor events in one period can have significant long-term
consequences in another.

Mastering Historical Argumentation within MCQs

Even in a multiple-choice format, questions are often designed to test your understanding of historical
argumentation. This means recognizing claims, evidence, and counterarguments.

Identifying the "Best" Answer: Often, multiple answer choices may seem partially correct. The task is to
identify the answer that is most accurate, most directly supported by the stimulus, or most
comprehensively addresses the question.

Recognizing Weak Supporting Evidence: Some distractors might present plausible historical facts but fail
to support the specific claim made in the question or stimulus.

Understanding Nuance: History is rarely black and white. The best answers often reflect the complexity
and nuance of historical events rather than overly simplistic or absolute statements.

Utilizing Review Resources Strategically

Leverage a variety of resources to deepen your understanding. Beyond textbooks and class notes, consider AP
review books, online tutorials, and reputable historical websites.



AP Daily Videos: The College Board's AP Daily videos offer insights from experienced AP teachers and
can clarify complex topics.

Study Groups: Collaborating with peers can provide different perspectives and help you articulate your
understanding of concepts.

Flashcards for Key Terms and Dates: While not the sole focus, having key vocabulary and
chronological markers firmly in mind can be beneficial for quick recall.

By engaging with the 2020 practice exam 1 MCQs and applying these advanced strategies, you will build a
robust foundation for success on the AP World History: Modern exam.

Frequently Asked Questions

What major geopolitical shift occurred in 2020 that significantly impacted
global relations and potentially influenced the context of AP World
History exams?

The COVID-19 pandemic became a dominant global event in 2020, leading to widespread lockdowns, economic
disruptions, and a renewed focus on global health and cooperation (or lack thereof), which would likely be
reflected in historical analysis of interconnectedness and state responses.

Beyond the pandemic, what other significant global trends or events
prominent in 2020 might AP World History questions focus on,
particularly concerning historical continuities and changes?

The rise of global protests against racial injustice (e.g., Black Lives Matter) and growing concerns about
climate change were significant trends in 2020. These events connect to historical themes of social movements,
human rights, environmental impact, and the legacy of colonialism and imperialism.

How might the AP World History curriculum's emphasis on regional and
transregional interactions be tested in a 2020 practice exam, considering
the global disruptions of that year?

Questions might explore how disruptions to trade routes, migration patterns, and diplomatic exchanges due to
the pandemic or political tensions in 2020 offer historical parallels to past periods of crisis or isolation,
testing students' understanding of the fragility and resilience of interconnected systems.

Given the 2020 context, what historical periods or themes might be
particularly relevant for multiple-choice questions, drawing connections
between past and present?

Periods of major pandemics (like the Black Death or the 1918 Spanish Flu), instances of economic globalization
and its vulnerabilities, and the development of nation-states and their responses to international crises would
be highly relevant, allowing for comparisons with 2020 events.

How could AP World History questions in 2020 test students'



understanding of historical causation and comparison, using events of that
year as a point of reference or contrast?

Questions could ask students to identify long-term causes for current events, such as the historical roots
of racial inequality that fueled protests, or to compare state responses to economic crises in 2020 with
those of previous historical periods, assessing analytical skills.

What types of primary or secondary source materials might be encountered
on a 2020 AP World History practice exam, reflecting the contemporary
information landscape?

Sources could include news articles, government documents, social media posts, scientific reports, or artistic
expressions from 2020, requiring students to analyze diverse perspectives and evaluate the reliability and bias
of contemporary historical evidence.

Considering the modernization and globalization units in AP World History,
how might the events of 2020 be used to assess students' comprehension of
these complex themes?

Questions might analyze how technological advancements in 2020 (e.g., remote work, digital communication)
both facilitated and complicated global interactions, or how the pandemic exposed inequalities in access to
resources and development, demonstrating the uneven nature of modernization.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the themes likely covered in a 2020 AP World History Practice Exam 1 MCQ,
with descriptions:

1. The Gunpowder Empires: A World Transformed
This book delves into the rise and impact of the Ottoman, Safavid, and Mughal Empires, all significant players
during the period tested by AP World History. It explores their political structures, economic systems, and
cultural achievements. Readers can expect to understand the diffusion of gunpowder technology and its
transformative effect on warfare and state-building across Afro-Eurasia.

2. The Age of Exploration: New Worlds, New Connections
Focusing on the period of European overseas exploration and colonization, this title examines the voyages of
Columbus, Magellan, and others. It discusses the Columbian Exchange, its biological and cultural impacts, and
the establishment of global trade networks. The book would likely highlight the economic motivations,
technological advancements, and the profound social and political consequences of this era.

3. The Enlightenment: Reason and Revolution
This volume explores the intellectual movement that emphasized reason, individualism, and human rights. It
analyzes the ideas of key thinkers like Locke, Rousseau, and Voltaire and their influence on revolutions in
America and France. The book would trace how Enlightenment ideals challenged existing social hierarchies and
political structures, leading to significant societal shifts.

4. The Industrial Revolution: From Agrarian to Industrial Societies
This book chronicles the major technological, socioeconomic, and cultural changes brought about by
industrialization, beginning in Great Britain. It covers innovations like the steam engine and mechanization, and
their effects on urbanization, labor, and class structure. Readers would gain insight into the rise of capitalism
and the new economic and social problems that emerged.

5. Imperialism and Its Discontents: The Scramble for Africa and Asia
This title examines the aggressive expansion of European powers and their establishment of vast colonial



empires in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. It explores the motivations behind imperialism, such as
economic gain and national prestige, and the profound and often devastating impacts on colonized societies. The
book would likely discuss resistance movements and the long-term consequences of colonial rule.

6. Nationalism and the Rise of Nation-States
This book investigates the powerful ideology of nationalism and its role in shaping modern political
landscapes. It analyzes how shared language, culture, and history were used to forge national identities and
unite populations into nation-states. The title would likely cover instances of unification, secession, and the
conflicts that arose from competing nationalisms.

7. World Wars and Their Aftermath: A Global Conflict
This volume provides an overview of the causes, conduct, and consequences of World War I and World War
II. It explores the interconnectedness of global events, the impact of new military technologies, and the massive
social and political upheavals that followed. The book would likely touch upon the rise of new ideologies,
the redrawing of political maps, and the beginnings of the Cold War.

8. The Cold War: A Bipolar World Divided
This title focuses on the ideological, political, and military struggle between the United States and the
Soviet Union and their respective allies. It examines proxy wars, the nuclear arms race, and the division of the
world into two major blocs. The book would explore the impact of this rivalry on global politics,
decolonization, and technological development.

9. Decolonization and the Global South: New Nations, New Challenges
This book examines the complex process by which former colonies gained independence in the post-World War II
era. It highlights the diverse strategies employed by nationalist movements and the challenges faced by newly
independent nations in establishing their sovereignty and developing their economies. The title would likely
discuss the legacy of colonialism and the ongoing struggles for self-determination and global equality.
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