2020 mcq ap lang

2020 mcq ap lang, the multiple-choice section of the Advanced Placement Language and
Composition exam, is a critical component for students aiming for a high score. This article delves
deep into the structure, content, and strategic approaches to mastering the 2020 AP Lang MCQ
section. We will explore the types of passages encountered, the cognitive skills tested, and practical
strategies for dissecting questions and selecting the most accurate answers. Understanding the
nuances of the 2020 AP Lang exam, particularly its multiple-choice questions, is paramount for
effective preparation and confident performance. This guide aims to equip students with the
knowledge and techniques necessary to navigate the complexities of the 2020 AP Lang MCQs.
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Understanding the 2020 AP Lang MCQ Section

The multiple-choice section of the AP Language and Composition exam, specifically the 2020
iteration, serves as a foundational assessment of a student's ability to comprehend and analyze
various texts. This segment is designed to evaluate a broad range of reading and analytical skills,
crucial for understanding complex arguments and rhetorical strategies. The 2020 AP Lang MCQs are
comprised of approximately 45 questions to be completed within 60 minutes. This time constraint
necessitates efficient reading and critical thinking. The questions are directly linked to a series of
passages, requiring students to engage deeply with the provided material. Understanding the overall
weight and importance of this section within the larger AP exam is the first step toward effective
preparation for the 2020 AP Lang MCQs.



The 2020 AP Lang MCQ section is weighted at 45% of the total exam score, underscoring its
significance. Success in this part of the exam not only contributes directly to the final AP score but
also builds confidence and familiarity with the types of texts and questions encountered on the free-
response sections. The College Board meticulously curates these passages and questions to reflect
college-level reading and analysis. Therefore, a thorough understanding of the 2020 AP Lang MCQs'
purpose and structure is essential for any student aiming to excel.

Passage Types in the 2020 AP Lang MCQs

The 2020 AP Lang MCQs feature a diverse array of passages, exposing students to various writing
styles and subject matters. These passages are typically drawn from non-fiction works, spanning
historical documents, essays, speeches, and articles from contemporary and historical sources. The
goal is to simulate the varied reading experiences a college student might encounter. Understanding
the typical genres and authors represented in the 2020 AP Lang MCQs can help students anticipate
the language and rhetorical devices they might encounter.

Passages can range from 18th-century philosophical treatises to modern scientific explanations. This
variety means students must be adept at deciphering different sentence structures, vocabulary, and
argumentative approaches. Common categories include:

e Speeches: Often featuring persuasive rhetoric and appeals to emotion or logic.
e Essays: Expository or argumentative pieces that explore a specific topic or idea.
 Historical Documents: Primary sources that offer insights into past events and perspectives.

e Letters: Personal or public correspondence that can reveal individual viewpoints and societal
contexts.

e Articles: Contemporary pieces from magazines, newspapers, or academic journals.

Each passage in the 2020 AP Lang MCQs is carefully selected to test specific comprehension and
analytical skills. The length of the passages is also a factor, usually ranging from 500 to 750 words,
requiring sustained focus and efficient reading strategies.

Skills Assessed by the 2020 AP Lang Multiple Choice
Questions

The 2020 AP Lang MCQs are designed to assess a comprehensive suite of reading and analytical
skills. These skills go beyond simple comprehension, delving into a student's ability to interpret
meaning, identify rhetorical strategies, and evaluate the effectiveness of an author's argument.
Mastering these skills is key to succeeding on the 2020 AP Lang MCQs.



The primary skills tested include:

e Rhetorical Analysis: Identifying and explaining the author's purpose, audience, and the
rhetorical choices (strategies, appeals, devices) used to achieve those aims. This is a
cornerstone of the 2020 AP Lang MCQs.

e Understanding Argument: Analyzing the structure of an argument, identifying the claim,
evidence, and reasoning, and evaluating the validity and persuasiveness of the argument.

¢ Main Idea and Purpose: Determining the central message or thesis of a passage and the
author's underlying purpose for writing.

e Tone and Attitude: Recognizing the author's attitude toward the subject matter and
audience, as conveyed through word choice and syntax.

e Figurative Language and Literary Devices: Identifying and explaining the effect of literary
devices such as metaphor, simile, irony, and symbolism within the text.

¢ Contextual Understanding: Interpreting the meaning of words and phrases within their
specific context in the passage.

e Synthesis of Information: While more prominent in the free-response section, MCQ
questions can sometimes require drawing connections between different parts of a single
passage.

These skills are assessed through various question types, each targeting a specific aspect of textual
analysis, making the 2020 AP Lang MCQs a multifaceted challenge.

Strategies for Tackling 2020 AP Lang MCQs

Effective strategies are crucial for navigating the 2020 AP Lang MCQs efficiently and accurately.
Given the time constraints, students must develop a systematic approach to reading the passages
and answering the questions. A well-defined method can significantly improve performance on the
2020 AP Lang MCQs.

Here are some proven strategies:

e Active Reading: Don't just passively read. Engage with the text by highlighting key points,
marking the author's thesis, identifying shifts in tone or argument, and noting rhetorical
devices. This active engagement is vital for the 2020 AP Lang MCQs.

e Understand the Question Type: Before answering, identify what the question is asking. Is it
asking about a specific detail, the author's purpose, a particular word's meaning, or a

rhetorical strategy?

e Process of Elimination: For difficult questions, try to eliminate incorrect answer choices.



Often, several options can be ruled out based on misinterpretations or information not
supported by the text.

¢ Refer Back to the Text: Never answer a question from memory alone. Always go back to the
passage to find textual evidence that supports your chosen answer. This is a non-negotiable
strategy for the 2020 AP Lang MCQs.

e Focus on the "Why" and "How": Many questions in the 2020 AP Lang MCQs focus on the
author's rhetorical choices and their intended effect. Think about why the author used a
particular word or phrase and how it contributes to their overall message.

e Manage Your Time: Allocate a specific amount of time per passage and its associated
questions. If you get stuck on a question, mark it and move on, returning to it later if time
permits.

¢ Read All Options: Even if the first answer choice seems correct, read all other options to
ensure you haven't missed a more accurate or complete answer.

Practicing these strategies consistently will build proficiency and confidence when facing the 2020
AP Lang MCQs.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them on the 2020
AP Lang MCQs

Several common pitfalls can hinder a student's performance on the 2020 AP Lang MCQs.
Recognizing these traps and implementing strategies to avoid them is as important as knowing what
to do. Awareness of these potential issues can lead to a more successful experience with the 2020
AP Lang MCQs.

Common pitfalls include:

¢ Answering Based on Prior Knowledge: The 2020 AP Lang MCQs are strictly about what is
presented in the provided passage. Do not let your own opinions or outside knowledge
influence your answers. Stick to the text.

e Misinterpreting the Question: Reading too quickly or assuming what a question is asking
can lead to selecting an incorrect answer. Always parse the question carefully.

¢ Getting Bogged Down by Difficult Vocabulary: If you encounter an unfamiliar word, try to
infer its meaning from the surrounding context. The 2020 AP Lang MCQs often test contextual
understanding rather than isolated vocabulary knowledge.

¢ Choosing the "Almost Right" Answer: The AP exam is known for distractors that are close
to the correct answer but not entirely accurate. Ensure your chosen answer is fully supported
by the text and directly addresses the question.



¢ Failing to Allocate Time Wisely: Spending too much time on one difficult question can
prevent you from answering other, potentially easier, questions.

¢ Not Reviewing Answers (If Time Permits): If you finish early, use the remaining time to
review your answers, especially those you were unsure about.

¢ Focusing Too Much on Identifying Devices vs. Understanding Their Effect: Simply
identifying a rhetorical device isn't enough; you must understand its purpose and effect within
the passage, a key aspect of the 2020 AP Lang MCQs.

By being mindful of these common mistakes, students can improve their accuracy and efficiency
when taking the 2020 AP Lang MCQs.

Mastering Rhetorical Analysis Questions in the 2020
AP Lang MCQs

Rhetorical analysis questions are a significant component of the 2020 AP Lang MCQs. These
questions assess a student's ability to deconstruct an author's argument and identify the persuasive
techniques employed. A strong grasp of rhetorical concepts is essential for success in this area of
the 2020 AP Lang MCQs.

Key aspects of rhetorical analysis questions include:

¢ Identifying the Author's Purpose: What is the author trying to achieve with this piece of
writing? Is it to inform, persuade, entertain, or provoke?

¢ Recognizing the Audience: Who is the author addressing? Understanding the intended
audience helps in deciphering the author's tone and choices.

e Analyzing Rhetorical Appeals: These include ethos (credibility), pathos (emotion), and logos
(logic). Questions will often ask how the author establishes these.

e Identifying Rhetorical Strategies and Devices: This can include the use of metaphor,
anaphora, parallelism, antithesis, irony, understatement, hyperbole, and many others. The

question will focus on the function of these devices.

e Understanding Tone Shifts: Authors often shift their tone throughout a passage. Questions
may ask about the reasons for these shifts or the overall emotional coloring of the text.

¢ Evaluating the Effectiveness of Rhetoric: Some questions will ask about how well the
author's choices serve their purpose and appeal to their audience.

To excel, students should practice identifying these elements in various texts and understanding how



they contribute to the overall impact of the writing, a core skill for the 2020 AP Lang MCQs.

Conquering Argumentative and Synthesis Questions in
the 2020 AP Lang MCQs

While the free-response section is dedicated to synthesis and argumentation, the 2020 AP Lang
MCQs also incorporate questions that touch upon these skills. These questions require students to
analyze the structure and effectiveness of arguments presented in the passages, and sometimes to
evaluate how different pieces of information within a passage support a central claim. Preparing for
these types of questions is vital for a well-rounded performance on the 2020 AP Lang MCQs.

Key elements of argumentative and synthesis-related questions on the 2020 AP Lang MCQs include:

¢ Identifying the Claim: What is the main point the author is trying to make?

¢ Recognizing Supporting Evidence: What facts, examples, anecdotes, or statistics does the
author use to back up their claim?

¢ Analyzing Reasoning: How does the author connect their evidence to their claim? What
logical bridges are built?

¢ Evaluating Counterarguments: Does the author acknowledge or refute opposing
viewpoints? How do they do so?

e Understanding the Overall Argumentative Structure: Is the argument chronological,
cause-and-effect, comparative, or problem-solution?

e Synthesis within a Passage: Some questions might ask how different sentences or
paragraphs contribute to a larger argument, requiring the student to synthesize information
from various parts of the text.

Students should practice dissecting the argumentative components of passages, looking for the
logical flow and persuasive appeals. This analytical approach is crucial for accurately answering
these types of questions in the 2020 AP Lang MCQs.

Improving Reading Comprehension for the 2020 AP
Lang MCQs

Strong reading comprehension is the bedrock of success on the 2020 AP Lang MCQs. Without a
deep understanding of the text, even the best analytical strategies will falter. Therefore, focusing on
enhancing reading comprehension is a primary goal for students preparing for the 2020 AP Lang
MCQs.



Strategies to improve reading comprehension include:

¢ Read Widely and Variedly: Expose yourself to a broad range of non-fiction texts, including
those from different historical periods and on diverse subjects. This builds familiarity with
various writing styles and vocabulary.

¢ Practice Close Reading: When reading, pay attention to sentence structure, word choice,
and the relationship between different parts of the text. Ask yourself: "What is the author
saying here, and why?"

¢ Annotate Actively: As mentioned earlier, marking up passages is an effective way to engage
with the text and identify key elements.

e Summarize Paragraphs: After reading a paragraph, try to summarize its main point in your
own words. This reinforces understanding and helps identify the core ideas.

e Identify Topic Sentences: Often, the main idea of a paragraph is presented in the topic
sentence. Learning to identify these can speed up comprehension.

e Build Vocabulary in Context: Instead of memorizing isolated words, focus on understanding
how words are used within sentences and paragraphs. Context clues are powerful tools.

¢ Analyze Sentence Structure: AP Lang passages often feature complex sentence structures.
Breaking down these sentences can help clarify their meaning and the relationships between
ideas.

Consistent practice in these areas will lead to a more robust ability to comprehend challenging texts,
which is essential for the 2020 AP Lang MCQs.

Practice and Preparation for the 2020 AP Lang MCQs

Effective preparation is non-negotiable for mastering the 2020 AP Lang MCQs. Consistent practice
with authentic materials is the most reliable way to build the skills and confidence needed to
perform well. The more familiar students are with the format and demands of the 2020 AP Lang
MCQs, the better their chances of success.

Key aspects of practice and preparation:

o Utilize Official Practice Materials: The College Board provides released AP exams and
practice questions. These are the most accurate representations of what to expect on the
actual 2020 AP Lang MCQs.

e Simulate Exam Conditions: When practicing, adhere to the time limits strictly. This helps
build stamina and teaches time management skills for the 2020 AP Lang MCQs.

¢ Analyze Mistakes Thoroughly: Don't just check your answers; understand why you got a



question wrong. Was it a misunderstanding of the text, a misinterpretation of the question, or
a flawed strategy?

e Focus on Weak Areas: If you consistently struggle with a particular type of passage or
question, dedicate extra practice time to those specific areas.

¢ Study Rhetorical Terms: Ensure you have a solid understanding of common rhetorical terms
and their functions. This knowledge is directly tested in the 2020 AP Lang MCQs.

e Review Past Prompts and Essays: While this article focuses on MCQs, understanding the
relationship between analytical skills tested in MCQs and the skills needed for essay writing
can provide a more holistic approach to preparation.

e Form Study Groups: Discussing passages and questions with peers can offer different
perspectives and help clarify complex concepts.

Dedicated practice and strategic preparation are the cornerstones of achieving a strong score on the
2020 AP Lang MCQs.

Frequently Asked Questions

What rhetorical strategy did the 2020 AP Lang exam most
heavily feature in its rhetorical analysis passage?

The 2020 exam prominently featured an excerpt from a speech by Sarah Jones, a playwright and
activist. The passage was rich with personal anecdotes, emotional appeals (pathos), and a call to
action, making the analysis of ethos and pathos particularly relevant.

Which of the following was a common misconception students
had about the 2020 AP Lang synthesis essay?

A frequent misunderstanding was the expectation that they needed to agree with or validate the
provided sources. In reality, the synthesis essay requires students to synthesize information from
multiple sources to form their own argument, which can involve agreeing, disagreeing, or qualifying
the ideas presented in the sources.

What was a significant challenge students faced with the 2020
AP Lang argumentative essay prompt?

The argumentative essay prompt often presented a complex or abstract issue, requiring students to
define key terms and establish clear reasoning. Students sometimes struggled with narrowing the
scope of their argument and providing concrete, relevant evidence to support their claims.



Beyond identifying rhetorical devices, what was a crucial
element for success on the rhetorical analysis essay in 2020?

Simply listing rhetorical devices was insufficient. A strong response needed to analyze how those
devices functioned to achieve the author's purpose and affect the audience. This involved explaining
the connection between the device, its effect, and the overall argument.

How did the 2020 AP Lang exam reflect current societal
issues?

The chosen passages often touched upon themes relevant to contemporary society, such as social
justice, identity, technology, and the role of activism. This allowed students to connect their analysis
to broader cultural conversations.

What is a key takeaway from the 2020 AP Lang exam
regarding evidence in the argumentative essay?

The 2020 exam reinforced the importance of specific and well-explained evidence. Generalizations
or unsubstantiated claims were less effective than detailed examples, logical reasoning, and relevant
personal experiences or observations that directly supported the thesis.

What common pitfall should students avoid when synthesizing
sources for the 2020 AP Lang synthesis essay?

A common pitfall is simply summarizing each source individually. Effective synthesis involves
integrating information from multiple sources to build a cohesive argument, showing how they relate
to each other and to the student's own thesis.

For the 2020 rhetorical analysis, what was the significance of
analyzing the author's purpose?

Understanding the author's purpose was foundational. It provided the lens through which students
could analyze how specific rhetorical choices were employed to persuade, inform, or evoke a
particular response from the audience.

Additional Resources

Here are 9 book titles related to 2020 MCQ AP Lang, each starting with "" and followed by a short
description:

1. Igniting Insight: Mastering the 2020 AP Lang MCQ

This guide delves deep into the strategies and techniques required to excel on the 2020 AP English
Language and Composition Multiple Choice Questions. It offers in-depth analysis of common
question types, provides targeted practice passages with detailed explanations, and equips students
with the analytical skills needed to deconstruct complex rhetorical situations. The book focuses on
building a robust understanding of authorial intent, audience, and purpose within the context of the



2020 exam's stylistic and thematic tendencies.

2. Illuminating Argument: Strategies for the 2020 AP Lang Exam

Designed to sharpen students' argumentative analysis skills, this book specifically addresses the
types of arguments and evidence presented in the 2020 AP Lang MCQ. It breaks down the
components of effective argumentation, helping students identify claims, warrants, and backing
within diverse passages. Readers will learn to recognize logical fallacies and evaluate the persuasive
techniques employed by authors, a crucial skill for the 2020 exam's emphasis on rhetorical analysis
of persuasive texts.

3. Interpreting Tone: Navigating 2020 AP Lang Reading Comprehension

This resource hones in on the critical skill of interpreting authorial tone and attitude, a frequent
focus on the 2020 AP Lang MCQ. It provides a structured approach to identifying subtle shifts in
tone and understanding how diction, syntax, and imagery contribute to a writer's overall attitude.
Through targeted exercises, students will practice analyzing how tone influences meaning and how
to select the most accurate answer choices based on these interpretations.

4. Insightful Synthesis: Building Essays for the 2020 AP Lang Exam

While focused on the MCQ, this book also provides foundational skills applicable to the essay
portions of the 2020 AP Lang exam, particularly in understanding how to synthesize information. It
explores effective ways to process and connect ideas presented in passages, a skill that often
underpins the analysis required for multiple-choice questions. Students will learn to identify key
concepts and relationships that can then be applied to their own argumentative and synthesis
essays.

5. Impeccable Analysis: Deconstructing Rhetoric in 2020 AP Lang Questions

This book offers a comprehensive toolkit for dissecting rhetorical devices and strategies, with a
specific eye on the types of questions that appeared on the 2020 AP Lang MCQ. It provides detailed
explanations of common rhetorical techniques and demonstrates how to identify their function
within a passage. Readers will engage in extensive practice analyzing how authors use rhetoric to
achieve specific purposes, preparing them for the nuanced questions of the 2020 exam.

6. Intelligent Inquiry: Advanced Strategies for AP Lang MCQs

This advanced guide pushes students beyond basic comprehension to develop sophisticated
analytical strategies for the 2020 AP Lang MCQ. It focuses on critical thinking and the ability to
make nuanced inferences from complex texts. The book emphasizes understanding implicit
meanings and authorial purpose, essential for tackling the challenging questions that characterized
the 2020 exam.

7. Integrated Vocabulary: Enhancing AP Lang MCQ Performance

This resource targets the vocabulary crucial for understanding the subtleties of language often
found in AP Lang passages and questions. It provides contextualized vocabulary exercises, helping
students grasp the precise meanings of words and their impact on tone and argument. Mastering
this vocabulary is key to accurately interpreting passages and selecting the most precise answer
choices on the 2020 MCQ.

8. Incisive Reading: Practicing for the 2020 AP Lang MCQ

This practical workbook offers a wealth of practice passages and targeted questions mirroring the
style and difficulty of the 2020 AP Lang MCQ. It emphasizes developing efficient reading strategies
for timed sections, enabling students to identify key information and rhetorical strategies quickly.
The book's focus on timed practice is crucial for replicating the exam environment and building



confidence for the 2020 assessment.

9. Intuitive Understanding: Tackling the 2020 AP Lang Multiple Choice

This book aims to foster an intuitive understanding of rhetorical analysis by breaking down complex
concepts into digestible parts. It guides students to naturally recognize patterns in language and
argumentation, making the process of answering MCQs feel more natural. The strategies presented
help students develop a confident approach to interpreting authorial choices and their effects,
essential for success on the 2020 exam.
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