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2020 practice exam 1 frq ap world history represents a crucial resource for
students preparing for the AP World History: Modern exam. Understanding the
structure, content, and expectations of the Free Response Questions (FRQs) is
paramount to achieving a strong score. This comprehensive article delves into
the specifics of the 2020 AP World History: Modern practice exam 1 FRQs,
offering detailed analysis, strategies for tackling each question type, and
insights into how to effectively demonstrate historical thinking skills. We
will explore the document-based question (DBQ), the leq (long essay
question), and provide guidance on approaching periodization, causation,
comparison, and continuity and change over time. Whether you're looking to
improve your understanding of historical evidence or refine your
argumentation, this guide will equip you with the knowledge and tools
necessary to excel on your AP World History exam.
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Understanding the AP World History: Modern FRQ
Format

The AP World History: Modern exam features two types of Free Response
Questions (FRQs): the Document-Based Question (DBQ) and the Long Essay
Question (LEQ). Both are designed to assess a student's ability to analyze
historical evidence, construct arguments, and demonstrate historical thinking
skills. The DBQ requires students to analyze a set of primary and secondary
source documents to answer a historical question, while the LEQ allows
students to choose from three prompts that focus on specific historical
thinking skills: causation, comparison, or continuity and change over time.
Familiarity with the scoring guidelines for each question type is essential
for success, as it outlines the specific criteria used by AP graders.

The DBQ, in particular, is a cornerstone of the AP World History: Modern
exam, testing a student's capacity to work with historical sources. It
typically requires students to write an essay of approximately six to seven
paragraphs, including an introduction, body paragraphs that analyze documents
and provide outside evidence, and a conclusion. The LEQ, on the other hand,
is a more focused essay, often requiring a similar structure but with a
greater emphasis on the student's pre-existing knowledge and ability to
synthesize information to support a specific argument. Both FRQs are timed,
so effective time management is a critical skill to develop during practice.

Analyzing the 2020 Practice Exam 1 DBQ: Key
Themes and Documents

The 2020 AP World History: Modern practice exam 1 DBQ likely centered on a
specific historical period and theme, requiring students to engage with a set
of provided documents. These documents could range from primary sources like
letters, diary entries, government decrees, or artwork to secondary sources



offering scholarly interpretations. The prompt itself is designed to guide
students toward a specific historical question that can be answered through
the analysis of the provided materials. Recognizing the underlying historical
context and the intended argument of the prompt is the first step in
effectively tackling the DBQ.

Deconstructing the DBQ Prompt: Identifying the
Historical Period and Skill

A thorough deconstruction of the DBQ prompt is crucial. Students must first
identify the historical period covered by the documents and the specific
question being asked. Is the prompt asking about causes, effects, changes, or
continuities? Understanding the precise nature of the inquiry will shape the
entire approach to the essay. Many prompts will explicitly mention the
historical thinking skill being assessed, such as causation or continuity and
change over time. Paying close attention to these cues will help students
structure their arguments effectively and address all aspects of the prompt.

Evaluating Document Use and Sourcing

A key component of the DBQ rubric involves the effective use and sourcing of
the provided documents. Students are expected to do more than simply
summarize the content of each document. Instead, they must analyze how each
document provides evidence to support their argument, explain the
significance of the author's perspective, purpose, or audience (SOAPSTone),
or explain the historical context in which the document was created. This
analytical process, often referred to as "sourcing," demonstrates a deeper
understanding of historical evidence and its limitations. Simply listing
documents without analytical commentary will not earn full credit.

Developing a Thesis Statement for the DBQ

A strong thesis statement is the backbone of any successful DBQ essay. It
must directly answer the prompt and present a clear, arguable claim that will
guide the rest of the essay. The thesis should not merely state a fact but
offer an interpretation or argument that can be supported with evidence from
the documents and outside knowledge. It's often beneficial to draft a
preliminary thesis early on, but be prepared to revise it as the essay
develops and the analysis of the documents deepens. A well-crafted thesis
statement often acknowledges complexity or nuance in the historical question.



Crafting a Coherent Argument with Evidence

The body paragraphs of the DBQ essay should be organized logically and
present a coherent argument. Each paragraph should typically focus on a
specific aspect of the thesis and utilize evidence from the documents,
supported by analysis of their sourcing. Furthermore, students are encouraged
to incorporate outside evidence – historical information not found in the
provided documents – that supports their argument and demonstrates broader
knowledge of the historical period. This evidence should be relevant and
integrated smoothly into the analysis. Connecting the evidence back to the
thesis statement throughout the essay is vital for maintaining a clear and
persuasive argument.

Mastering the 2020 Practice Exam 1 LEQ:
Strategies for Success

The Long Essay Question (LEQ) in AP World History: Modern offers students a
choice between three prompts, each focusing on a different historical
thinking skill: causation, comparison, or continuity and change over time.
This choice allows students to leverage their strengths and focus on areas of
historical knowledge they feel most confident discussing. However, regardless
of the chosen prompt, the fundamental requirements of a strong historical
essay remain the same: a clear thesis, specific evidence, and insightful
analysis. Understanding how to approach each type of LEQ prompt is key to
maximizing performance.

Choosing the Right LEQ Prompt: Causation vs.
Continuity and Change Over Time

The selection of the LEQ prompt is a strategic decision. Students should
carefully read all three prompts and consider which one best aligns with
their knowledge base and ability to recall specific historical examples. If a
student has a strong understanding of the causes and effects of a particular
event or process, a causation prompt might be ideal. Conversely, if they can
readily discuss how societies or phenomena have evolved over centuries, a
continuity and change over time prompt could be a better fit. The comparison
prompt requires students to identify similarities and differences between
historical entities or processes.

Developing a Strong Thesis for the LEQ

Similar to the DBQ, a compelling thesis statement is essential for the LEQ.



It must directly address the prompt and present an arguable claim. The thesis
should provide a roadmap for the essay, indicating the main points that will
be discussed to support the argument. For causation prompts, the thesis
should identify the key causes. For continuity and change over time prompts,
it should outline the major continuities and changes. For comparison prompts,
the thesis should clearly state the similarities and differences. The thesis
should be specific and avoid vague generalizations.

Providing Specific Historical Evidence

The LEQ requires students to draw upon their knowledge of specific historical
events, individuals, and developments to support their thesis. Vague
statements or broad generalizations will not suffice. Students should aim to
incorporate concrete examples that illustrate their points and demonstrate
their understanding of the historical period. This includes naming specific
empires, trade networks, technological innovations, or social movements that
are relevant to the prompt. The more specific and detailed the evidence, the
stronger the argument will be.

Analyzing Historical Causation or Change and
Continuity

Simply listing historical events is not enough; students must analyze them.
For causation prompts, this means explaining how certain factors led to
specific outcomes. For continuity and change over time prompts, it involves
explaining why certain aspects remained the same or how they evolved. This
analytical process involves connecting evidence to the thesis and explaining
the significance of the events discussed. The essay should not just describe
history but interpret it, showing the reader the causal relationships or the
patterns of change and continuity.

Periodization in AP World History:
Contextualizing the 2020 FRQs

Periodization, the division of history into distinct periods, is a
fundamental concept in AP World History: Modern. The 2020 practice exam 1
FRQs, like all AP exams, are structured around these defined periods, each
characterized by specific major developments, key terms, and historical
trends. Understanding the chronological flow of history and the defining
characteristics of each period is crucial for accurately answering questions
and providing relevant evidence. For instance, a prompt might focus on the
period between 1450 and 1750, requiring knowledge of global interactions,
state-building, and religious developments during that era.



Each AP World History period has its unique set of overarching themes and
shifts. For the 2020 practice exam, depending on the specific questions,
students would need to recall information related to topics such as the
Columbian Exchange, the rise of gunpowder empires, the development of
transoceanic trade, or the Enlightenment. Placing the specific events and
developments discussed in the FRQs within their correct chronological context
allows for a more nuanced and sophisticated historical analysis. This
temporal awareness is vital for demonstrating an understanding of historical
causality and the process of change over time.

Historical Thinking Skills: Causation,
Comparison, and Continuity and Change Over Time

The AP World History: Modern curriculum is built around developing students'
proficiency in key historical thinking skills. The 2020 practice exam 1 FRQs,
particularly the LEQs, directly assess these skills. Mastering causation
involves understanding the relationship between events, identifying
contributing factors, and explaining how one event leads to another.
Comparison requires students to identify similarities and differences between
different historical societies, events, or processes, often looking at
factors like political structures, economic systems, or cultural practices.

Applying Causation in the 2020 Practice Exam FRQs

Causation is a frequently tested skill. Students must be able to explain why
events happened, not just what happened. This involves identifying multiple
causes, differentiating between immediate and long-term causes, and
explaining the connections between them. For example, in the 2020 practice
exam, a causation question might ask about the factors that led to the
decline of a particular empire. A successful response would not just list
potential causes but explain how they interacted and contributed to the
empire's downfall, perhaps discussing economic problems, internal rebellions,
or external invasions.

Using Comparison to Analyze Historical Developments

The comparison skill requires students to move beyond isolated historical
examples and identify patterns across different contexts. When comparing,
students should highlight both similarities and differences, providing
specific evidence for each. A comparison prompt might ask students to compare
the methods of state-building in two different empires. A strong answer would
discuss, for example, how both empires used military strength but differed in
their administrative structures or their approaches to integrating conquered



populations. The analysis should explain the significance of these
similarities and differences.

Demonstrating Continuity and Change Over Time

The continuity and change over time skill assesses a student's ability to
trace historical developments across extended periods. This involves
identifying aspects of a society, economy, or culture that have remained
consistent and those that have undergone significant transformation. When
addressing this skill, students should clearly state what has changed and
what has stayed the same, providing specific historical examples to support
both aspects. For instance, a prompt might ask about continuity and change in
trade networks from the period 1200-1450 to 1450-1750. A student might
discuss the continued importance of Afro-Eurasian trade routes while also
highlighting the emergence of new transoceanic routes and the impact of the
Columbian Exchange.

Tips for Approaching the 2020 AP World History
Practice Exam 1

To maximize your performance on the 2020 AP World History: Modern practice
exam 1 FRQs, several strategies can be employed. First, familiarize yourself
with the exam format and scoring guidelines. Understanding what AP graders
are looking for will help you tailor your responses effectively. Practice
time management by setting strict timers for each section, simulating exam
conditions. This will help you pace yourself and ensure you have enough time
to complete both the DBQ and the LEQ to the best of your ability.

When approaching the DBQ, begin by carefully reading the prompt and all the
documents. Take notes on the key ideas and potential arguments presented in
each document, paying close attention to the sourcing information. Develop a
clear thesis statement before you start writing your essay. For the LEQ, read
all three prompts carefully and choose the one that you can support with the
most specific and relevant historical evidence. Outline your essay before you
begin writing to ensure a logical flow of ideas and evidence. Remember to use
specific examples and to clearly explain how they support your thesis.
Consistent practice with past AP exams, including the 2020 practice exam 1,
is perhaps the most crucial tip for success.

Frequently Asked Questions



What key concept from the 2020 AP World History
Practice Exam 1 FRQ deals with the
interconnectedness of global trade and its impact on
societies?
The question likely addresses the development of new forms of trade, such as
the expansion of maritime empires, the Columbian Exchange, or the growth of
proto-industrialization, and their social, economic, and political
consequences.

Which historical period or theme is most prominently
featured in the 2020 AP World History Practice Exam
1 FRQ?
Based on trending topics and the usual curriculum scope, the exam likely
focuses on the period from approximately 1450 to 1750 (Early Modern period),
with a strong emphasis on state-building, cultural diffusion, and economic
developments like mercantilism.

What kind of evidence would be considered strong and
relevant for answering a question on state-building
in the 2020 AP World History Practice Exam 1 FRQ?
Strong evidence would include specific examples of new political structures
(e.g., bureaucratic expansion, tax collection methods), military innovations,
attempts to legitimize power (e.g., through art, religion, or legal codes),
and the role of elites or specific social groups in consolidating state
power.

How might the 2020 AP World History Practice Exam 1
FRQ assess understanding of cultural interactions
and their consequences?
The exam might explore topics like the spread of religions (e.g.,
Christianity, Islam), the syncretism of beliefs, the impact of European
colonization on indigenous cultures, or the exchange of scientific and
technological ideas.

What specific historical processes are likely to be
examined in relation to the 2020 AP World History
Practice Exam 1 FRQ's focus on economic
developments?
The exam would likely delve into topics such as mercantilism, joint-stock
companies, the triangular trade, the development of new financial systems,



and the impact of these on different regions of the world.

If an FRQ on the 2020 exam discusses the impact of
new technologies, what types of technological
advancements might be relevant?
Relevant advancements could include innovations in navigation (e.g.,
astrolabe, carrack), military technology (e.g., gunpowder weapons),
agricultural techniques, or printing presses, and how these facilitated
trade, conquest, or the spread of ideas.

What approach is crucial for successfully answering
the stimulus-based FRQs on the 2020 AP World History
Practice Exam 1?
Success requires careful analysis of the provided sources (textual, visual,
or statistical), identifying the main argument or information presented, and
then using that to construct a well-supported answer that demonstrates
understanding of the relevant historical context and themes.

How does the 2020 AP World History Practice Exam 1
FRQ typically evaluate students' understanding of
continuity and change over time?
The exam would likely ask students to compare and contrast different periods
or regions, identify what remained consistent and what evolved, and explain
the causes and consequences of these shifts, often in relation to economic,
political, or social structures.

What are common pitfalls to avoid when responding to
the 2020 AP World History Practice Exam 1 FRQ,
especially regarding historical argumentation?
Common pitfalls include making broad generalizations without specific
evidence, failing to establish clear causation, not directly answering the
prompt, relying solely on information from the stimulus without bringing in
outside knowledge, and not developing a coherent thesis or argument.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the themes and skills tested in the AP
World History: Modern 2020 Practice Exam 1 FRQ, each starting with :

1. Imperial Ambitions and Resistance
This book likely explores the various motivations behind 19th-century



imperialism, such as economic exploitation and the "civilizing mission." It
would delve into the different forms of resistance that colonized populations
mounted against European powers, from armed revolts to cultural preservation.
Understanding these dynamics is crucial for analyzing the impacts of
imperialism on global power structures.

2. Ideologies Shaping the Modern World
This title suggests an examination of the influential political and economic
ideas that characterized the 20th century, including liberalism, nationalism,
communism, and fascism. It would trace the origins and spread of these
ideologies and analyze how they fueled conflicts and shaped international
relations. Such a book is essential for understanding the intellectual
currents behind major historical events.

3. The Global Impact of Industrialization
This work probably investigates the widespread consequences of the Second
Industrial Revolution, which extended into the early 20th century. It would
cover topics like new technologies, mass production, and the rise of global
trade networks. Furthermore, the book likely addresses the social and
environmental challenges that accompanied rapid industrial growth across
different regions.

4. Shifting Power Dynamics in the Interwar Period
This book likely focuses on the turbulent era between World War I and World
War II, highlighting the breakdown of old empires and the emergence of new
political configurations. It would explore the rise of new global powers, the
seeds of future conflicts, and the attempts at international cooperation.
Understanding this period is vital for grasping the path to World War II.

5. Nationalism and the Quest for Self-Determination
This title indicates a study of how nationalist movements gained momentum
throughout the 19th and 20th centuries, often in opposition to imperial rule.
It would examine the aspirations of various ethnic and cultural groups for
independence and statehood. The book likely analyzes the successes and
failures of these movements in reshaping national boundaries and identities.

6. The Economic Consequences of World Wars
This book probably analyzes the profound economic transformations brought
about by both World War I and World War II. It would discuss the mobilization
of economies for war, the impact on global trade, and the subsequent economic
policies adopted by nations. Understanding these economic shifts is key to
understanding post-war recovery and development.

7. The Rise of Transnational Movements and Organizations
This title suggests an exploration of the growing interconnectedness of the
world and the development of movements and bodies that transcend national
borders. It might cover topics like international labor movements, human
rights advocacy, or early attempts at international governance. Such a book
would illuminate the increasing interdependence of states and peoples.

8. Decolonization and its Aftermath



This work would likely detail the process by which colonized territories
gained independence in the mid-20th century and the challenges they faced in
the post-colonial era. It would explore the diverse strategies employed for
decolonization and the lasting legacies of imperial rule. Understanding this
period is critical for analyzing contemporary global political and social
landscapes.

9. Modernization and Social Change in Asia
This book probably examines the processes of modernization and the resulting
social transformations in various Asian countries during the 19th and 20th
centuries. It would likely discuss the impact of foreign influence, the
development of new industries, and shifts in social structures and cultural
practices. This focus is essential for understanding regional developments
relevant to AP World History.

2020 Practice Exam 1 Frq Ap World History

Find other PDF articles:
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-011/files?docid=VUx21-2312&title=getting-revenge-on-la
uren-wood.pdf

2020 Practice Exam 1 Frq Ap World History

Back to Home: https://lxc.avoiceformen.com

https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-top3-01/pdf?docid=cin59-2120&title=2020-practice-exam-1-frq-ap-world-history.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-011/files?docid=VUx21-2312&title=getting-revenge-on-lauren-wood.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-011/files?docid=VUx21-2312&title=getting-revenge-on-lauren-wood.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com

