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2023 apush saq prompts have been a significant point of discussion for AP
U.S. History students and educators alike. As the exam evolves, so too do the
expectations for how students should approach and answer these crucial short-
answer questions. This comprehensive guide will delve into the strategies,
common pitfalls, and key historical themes likely to appear on the 2023 APUSH
SAQ, offering actionable advice to help students maximize their scores. We
will explore how to effectively dissect prompt requirements, construct well-
supported answers, and leverage historical context. Understanding the nuances
of the APUSH SAQ format is paramount for success, and this article aims to
provide a clear roadmap for students preparing for the 2023 exam.
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Understanding the 2023 APUSH SAQ Format and
Expectations

The AP U.S. History exam's Short Answer Questions (SAQs) are designed to
assess students' ability to analyze and synthesize historical information in
a concise manner. For the 2023 exam, the fundamental structure of the SAQs
remains consistent, typically presenting students with a stimulus (such as a
primary source excerpt, image, or graph) and requiring them to answer three
distinct parts. Each part is usually labeled with letters (A), (B), and (C),
and demands specific types of historical reasoning. The College Board
emphasizes the importance of directness and clarity in responses. Students
are expected to demonstrate knowledge of historical events, individuals, and
concepts, and to connect them to the prompt's specific question. A thorough
understanding of the APUSH historical thinking skills, including causation,
comparison, continuity and change over time, and argumentation, is crucial
for success on these questions.



The Role of Stimulus Materials in APUSH SAQs
The stimulus material provided with an APUSH SAQ is not merely decorative; it
forms the core of the question. Students must carefully read, analyze, and
interpret the provided document, image, or data. The stimulus often provides
specific evidence or context that the student must then use to answer the
subsequent parts of the question. For example, a political cartoon might
depict a particular historical event or idea, and the SAQ will ask students
to explain the historical context of the cartoon, analyze its meaning, and
relate it to a broader historical development. Mastery of stimulus analysis
is foundational to constructing accurate and relevant answers.

Scoring Rubric and Key Components of a Strong APUSH
SAQ Answer
Each part of an APUSH SAQ is typically scored based on the presence of
specific historical information and the quality of the historical reasoning
demonstrated. A strong answer will directly address the prompt, provide
accurate historical evidence, and offer a clear explanation that connects the
evidence to the question asked. The scoring rubric generally looks for three
key components for each part of the question: a defensible claim, specific
historical evidence to support that claim, and a clear explanation of how the
evidence supports the claim. While brevity is encouraged, responses must be
sufficiently detailed to demonstrate understanding and earn credit.
Understanding how points are awarded is essential for targeted preparation.

Deconstructing APUSH SAQ Prompts: The ABCs of
Answering

Effectively tackling APUSH SAQ prompts requires a systematic approach to
deconstruction. Each question is typically broken down into three parts,
often labeled A, B, and C. Students must meticulously address each part
independently, ensuring their response is tailored to the specific directive
of each lettered section. The key is to avoid conflating the requirements of
different parts. For instance, part (A) might ask for a historical context,
part (B) for an explanation of a historical development, and part (C) for a
comparison or an effect. Failing to differentiate these requirements can lead
to lost points, even if the historical knowledge itself is accurate.
Precision in addressing each component is paramount.

Part (A): Establishing Historical Context
Part (A) of an APUSH SAQ often requires students to establish the historical
context of the provided stimulus or the broader historical period being
examined. This means identifying and explaining significant events,



developments, or ideas that occurred before or during the time period of the
stimulus. The goal is to situate the stimulus within its larger historical
narrative. For example, if the stimulus is a quote from a Populist leader,
part (A) might ask for the economic and social conditions that gave rise to
the Populist movement. This demonstrates an understanding of the background
that shaped the event or idea in question.

Part (B): Explaining Historical Developments or
Causation
Part (B) typically asks students to explain a historical development, a
cause, an effect, or a relationship between different historical phenomena.
This is where students demonstrate their ability to analyze historical
processes. They might be asked to explain a cause of an event depicted in the
stimulus, or an effect of a particular policy. Strong responses in part (B)
will move beyond simple identification to offer a clear explanation of how or
why something happened or how one event led to another. This section assesses
the student's grasp of historical causality and processes of change.

Part (C): Analyzing Comparison, Continuity, or
Change
Part (C) often requires students to engage in comparative analysis, identify
continuity and change over time, or explain the significance of a particular
event or idea. This part tests the student's ability to synthesize
information and make connections across different historical periods or
between different groups or events. For example, a question might ask
students to compare the goals of the Populist movement with those of the
Progressive movement, or to explain how the experience of enslaved people
changed during the Civil War. Demonstrating analytical depth and the ability
to draw connections are key to scoring well in this section.

Key Historical Periods and Themes Likely to
Appear on the 2023 APUSH SAQ

While the specific prompts for the 2023 APUSH SAQ will not be known in
advance, experienced APUSH teachers and curriculum developers can anticipate
recurring themes and periods that are heavily emphasized in the AP
curriculum. Students preparing for the exam should focus their review on
these critical areas, ensuring a deep understanding of the events, people,
and concepts within them. The College Board’s Course and Exam Description
outlines the chronological periods and thematic areas that are fair game for
assessment. Familiarity with these broad strokes is essential for
contextualizing any stimulus and formulating well-informed answers.



Thematic Focus Areas for the 2023 APUSH Exam
The AP U.S. History course is organized around several key themes that span
American history. These thematic areas are crucial for understanding the
interconnectedness of historical events. Students should be prepared to
discuss themes such as American and national identity, politics and power,
work, exchange, and technology, culture and society, migration and
settlement, geography and the environment, and creation, expansion, and
interaction of American and global entities. The SAQs will likely require
students to apply their knowledge of these themes to specific historical
examples and stimuli. Understanding how these overarching themes manifest
across different periods is vital.

Chronological Periods of Emphasis
Historically, the APUSH SAQs tend to draw heavily from periods that represent
significant transformations in American history. This includes, but is not
limited to:

The colonial era and the development of distinct colonial societies.

The American Revolution and the formation of the new nation.

The Antebellum period, including Jacksonian Democracy, reform movements,
and the growing sectional crisis.

The Civil War and Reconstruction, with their profound social, political,
and economic impacts.

The Gilded Age and the Progressive Era, marked by industrialization,
immigration, and social reform.

The World Wars and the Great Depression, a period of global conflict and
economic upheaval.

The Cold War and the Civil Rights Movement, characterized by ideological
conflict and significant social change.

The late 20th century and the early 21st century, including
globalization, technological advancements, and evolving American
identity.

Students should prioritize reviewing these periods, paying close attention to
the causes and effects of major events, the ideologies that shaped them, and
the experiences of different groups of people.



Specific Historical Events and Developments to
Master
Beyond broad periods, certain specific events and developments are
consistently tested. These include the causes and consequences of westward
expansion, the impact of industrialization and urbanization, the evolution of
American foreign policy, the rise and fall of major social movements (e.g.,
abolitionism, women's suffrage, the Civil Rights Movement), and the
significant political realignments throughout American history. For instance,
understanding the various Reconstruction amendments and their eventual
subversion is a common SAQ topic. Likewise, knowledge of the New Deal
programs and their long-term effects is frequently assessed. Thorough
preparation involves not just knowing what happened, but why it happened and
what its significance was.

Strategies for Mastering APUSH SAQ Question
Types

To excel on the APUSH SAQ section, students need to adopt specific strategies
tailored to the different question types they will encounter. These questions
are designed to assess a range of historical thinking skills, and thus, a
multifaceted approach to preparation is required. Understanding how to
identify the core task of each question part—whether it’s identifying
context, explaining a cause, or comparing different phenomena—is the first
step. Practicing with a variety of SAQ prompts from previous years, ideally
those released by the College Board, is invaluable for internalizing these
strategies and building confidence.

Identifying and Explaining Causation
Questions focusing on causation require students to clearly articulate the
relationship between historical events or factors. A strong response will not
only identify a cause but also explain how that cause led to the effect in
question. This involves providing specific historical evidence and
demonstrating a logical connection. For example, if asked to explain one
cause of the American Revolution, a student might discuss the impact of
mercantilist policies, elaborating on how these policies restricted colonial
trade and fostered resentment, thereby contributing to the desire for
independence. Simply stating "mercantilism" is insufficient; the explanation
of its impact is key.

Comparing and Contrasting Historical Developments
Comparative questions demand that students highlight both the similarities
and differences between two or more historical phenomena. Effective responses



often begin by identifying a point of comparison, then discussing how the
phenomena are similar in relation to that point, and finally discussing how
they differ. Using specific historical examples to illustrate these
comparisons and contrasts is essential. For instance, when comparing the
First and Second Great Awakenings, a student might note similarities in their
emphasis on religious revivalism but contrast them in their target audiences
and social reform agendas.

Analyzing Continuity and Change Over Time
Questions asking about continuity and change require students to track how a
particular aspect of American society, politics, or culture evolved (or
remained the same) over a specified period. A good answer will acknowledge
both continuities and changes, providing evidence for each. It’s important to
specify the time frame clearly and demonstrate an understanding of the forces
driving these shifts or the reasons for enduring patterns. For example,
analyzing the continuity of racial discrimination from the Antebellum period
through Reconstruction would involve discussing how, despite legal changes
like the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments, systemic discrimination persisted
through other means.

Common Mistakes to Avoid on the 2023 APUSH SAQ

Many students, despite having a solid grasp of U.S. history, make common
errors on APUSH SAQ prompts that prevent them from achieving their full score
potential. These mistakes often stem from a lack of careful attention to the
prompt's specific requirements or from an incomplete understanding of how to
structure a concise yet comprehensive historical argument. Being aware of
these pitfalls is the first step in avoiding them. Focusing on precision,
clarity, and directness in responses can significantly improve performance on
this critical section of the exam.

Vague or General Responses
One of the most frequent errors is providing responses that are too general
or vague. The APUSH SAQ requires specific historical evidence and
explanations. Simply stating that "things changed" or that "people were
unhappy" without elaborating with concrete examples or detailed reasoning
will not earn points. Students must provide specific names, dates, events,
policies, or concepts to support their claims. The prompt is an invitation to
showcase detailed knowledge, not to offer broad generalizations.



Failing to Address All Parts of the Prompt
Each SAQ prompt consists of multiple parts, typically (A), (B), and (C). A
significant mistake is to answer only one or two of these parts, or to
conflate the requirements of different parts. Students must meticulously read
and address each lettered section independently. If part (A) asks for
historical context, and part (B) asks for an explanation of causation,
providing context in both sections without explaining causation in part (B)
will result in lost credit. A clear structure that separates answers to each
part is advisable.

Lack of Specific Historical Evidence
A strong SAQ response is built upon accurate and relevant historical
evidence. A common mistake is to make assertions without providing supporting
evidence. For example, claiming that a particular policy was unpopular is
weak unless the student can point to specific examples of opposition or the
consequences of that unpopularity. The evidence should directly support the
claim being made in that specific part of the question. Students must draw
upon their knowledge of key figures, events, laws, and movements.

Misinterpreting the Stimulus Material
The stimulus provided with the SAQ is the foundation for the question.
Misinterpreting the stimulus, whether it's a document excerpt, an image, or a
graph, will lead to inaccurate answers. Students must take the time to
carefully read and understand what the stimulus is presenting before
attempting to answer the prompt. Identifying the author, audience, purpose,
and context of a document, or understanding the data presented in a graph, is
crucial for providing relevant and accurate responses.

Tips for Effective APUSH SAQ Writing and
Preparation

To maximize their scores on the 2023 APUSH SAQ, students should engage in
targeted preparation and adopt effective writing strategies. The SAQ section
tests both historical knowledge and the ability to communicate that knowledge
concisely and effectively. Consistent practice, a deep understanding of the
historical content, and a clear approach to responding to prompts are the
cornerstones of success. By implementing these tips, students can build
confidence and improve their ability to tackle these challenging questions.



Practice with Released APUSH SAQ Prompts
The most effective way to prepare for the APUSH SAQ is to practice with
prompts released by the College Board from previous administrations of the
exam. These questions provide authentic examples of the types of stimuli and
questions students can expect. Working through these prompts under timed
conditions can help students develop a sense of pacing and learn to
efficiently analyze documents and formulate answers. After completing
practice questions, reviewing the scoring guidelines and exemplar responses
is crucial for understanding what constitutes a high-scoring answer.

Develop a Strong Thesis or Claim for Each Part
Each part of an SAQ, while brief, should ideally present a clear claim or
thesis that directly answers the question. This claim acts as the guiding
statement for the response. For example, if asked to explain one cause of the
Mexican-American War, the claim might be: "One significant cause of the
Mexican-American War was the American belief in Manifest Destiny." This clear
statement then allows the student to provide supporting evidence and
explanation.

Use the ACE Strategy for SAQ Responses
The ACE strategy (Answer, Cite, Explain) is a highly effective framework for
constructing SAQ responses.

A - Answer: Directly respond to the prompt by stating a claim or thesis.

C - Cite: Provide specific historical evidence to support the claim.
This could be a name, date, event, policy, or concept.

E - Explain: Elaborate on how the cited evidence supports the answer or
claim. Explain the significance or the connection.

This structured approach ensures that each part of the question is addressed
thoroughly and logically, making it easier for readers (and scorers) to
follow the student's reasoning.

Focus on Clarity and Conciseness
APUSH SAQs require clear and concise writing. Avoid unnecessary jargon or
overly complex sentence structures. Get straight to the point in each part of
the answer. While detail is important, it should be relevant and efficiently
presented. Use transition words and phrases to create a smooth flow between
ideas within each part of the response, but avoid lengthy introductions or
conclusions that do not directly address the prompt.



Frequently Asked Questions

What were the primary motivations behind the
American colonists' decision to declare independence
in 1776, as reflected in the Declaration of
Independence?
The Declaration of Independence articulated colonists' grievances against
British rule, citing "a long train of abuses and usurpations" intended to
"reduce them under absolute Despotism." Key motivations included the desire
for self-governance, opposition to "taxation without representation" (e.g.,
Stamp Act, Townshend Acts), the infringement of natural rights (life,
liberty, pursuit of happiness), and restrictions on trade and colonial
autonomy.

Analyze the impact of the Second Great Awakening on
American society and reform movements in the
antebellum period.
The Second Great Awakening (early to mid-19th century) was a Protestant
religious revival that fostered a sense of individual responsibility and a
belief in the possibility of human perfection. This led to the rise of
numerous reform movements, including abolitionism, temperance, women's
rights, and educational reform, as adherents sought to address societal
problems and create a more moral society.

How did the New Deal under Franklin D. Roosevelt
address the economic and social crises of the Great
Depression?
The New Deal implemented a range of programs aimed at relief, recovery, and
reform. Key initiatives included the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) for
job creation, the Works Progress Administration (WPA) for public works
projects, the Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA) to stabilize farm prices, and
the Social Security Act to provide a safety net for the elderly and
unemployed. These policies significantly expanded the role of the federal
government in the economy and social welfare.

Compare and contrast the experiences of women and
African Americans during the Civil Rights Movement
of the mid-20th century.
While both groups faced systemic discrimination, their experiences and roles
in the Civil Rights Movement differed. Women played crucial organizational
and grassroots roles, often in supporting capacities but also as leaders



(e.g., Rosa Parks, Fannie Lou Hamer). African Americans were the primary
targets of segregation and disenfranchisement, leading the direct action and
legal challenges against Jim Crow laws. Both groups, however, faced violence
and resistance, and their activism contributed to broader societal changes.

Explain the significance of the concept of "Manifest
Destiny" in shaping American westward expansion in
the 19th century.
Manifest Destiny was the widely held belief that American settlers were
destined to expand across North America. This ideology fueled westward
expansion by justifying territorial acquisition (e.g., Mexican-American War,
Oregon Trail) and displacing Native American populations. It promoted a sense
of divine mission and cultural superiority, influencing national policy and
public opinion regarding territorial growth.

How did the Cold War influence American foreign
policy and domestic society from 1945 to 1991?
The Cold War led to a policy of containment against Soviet communism,
manifesting in interventions (Korea, Vietnam), alliances (NATO), and an arms
race. Domestically, it fueled the Red Scare and McCarthyism, impacting civil
liberties and fostering a climate of fear. It also spurred technological
advancements (space race) and shaped cultural narratives promoting American
exceptionalism and democracy.

Discuss the impact of the Progressive Era's reforms
on American government and society.
The Progressive Era (roughly 1890s-1920s) sought to address the problems of
industrialization, urbanization, and political corruption. Reforms included
increased government regulation of businesses (antitrust laws, consumer
protection), political reforms like the initiative, referendum, and recall,
and social reforms such as child labor laws, women's suffrage (19th
Amendment), and prohibition (18th Amendment). These changes aimed to make
government more responsive to the people and to improve living and working
conditions.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to the 2023 APUSH SAQ themes, with
descriptions:

1. The Enduring Power of Protest: From the Civil Rights Era to Today. This
book delves into the historical precedents and evolving strategies of
American social movements. It examines how grassroots activism has shaped
policy and society, offering insights into the effectiveness and challenges



of different protest methods. Readers will find connections to historical
periods frequently tested on the APUSH exam, such as Reconstruction and the
Progressive Era.

2. Forging a Nation: The Formation of the United States, 1776-1860. This
comprehensive volume traces the critical early years of American nationhood.
It covers the foundational documents, the debates over federalism, and the
westward expansion that defined the young republic. The book is essential for
understanding the political, economic, and social forces that laid the
groundwork for later conflicts.

3. Shifting Tides: America in the Progressive Era and World War I. This title
explores the significant social and political reforms of the Progressive Era,
alongside America's entry into global conflict. It highlights the attempts to
address industrialization's challenges through government intervention and
the impact of wartime on American society and its role in the world.
Understanding this period is crucial for grasping the origins of modern
American government.

4. The Great Depression and the New Deal: Reshaping American Society. This
book offers an in-depth analysis of the economic crisis of the 1930s and the
transformative policies enacted in response. It examines the causes of the
Depression, the various programs of the New Deal, and their lasting impact on
the relationship between the government and its citizens. Key themes of
economic policy and government responsibility are central to this work.

5. Civil Rights and the Fight for Equality: 1954-1968. This essential read
chronicles the pivotal moments and figures of the modern Civil Rights
Movement. It details the strategies employed, the legal victories achieved,
and the resistance encountered in the struggle for racial justice. The book
provides a strong foundation for understanding the ongoing pursuit of civil
liberties and equality.

6. The American Century: The United States as a Global Superpower. This title
navigates the rise of American influence on the world stage throughout the
20th century. It covers key events from the Spanish-American War to the Cold
War, analyzing the economic, political, and cultural forces that propelled
America to prominence. Understanding America's foreign policy and global
engagements is a recurring theme in APUSH.

7. A More Perfect Union: The Constitution and Its Ratification. This book
meticulously examines the process of creating and ratifying the United States
Constitution. It delves into the debates between Federalists and Anti-
Federalists, the compromises made, and the foundational principles enshrined
in the document. A thorough grasp of the Constitution's origins and intent is
vital for historical analysis.

8. Westward Expansion and Manifest Destiny: Shaping the American Frontier.
This work explores the driving forces and consequences of American
territorial expansion across the continent. It discusses the concept of
Manifest Destiny, the displacement of Native American populations, and the



economic opportunities that fueled this growth. The impact of expansion on
various groups and the environment are key topics.

9. Culture Wars: Social Change and Conservative Reaction in America. This
title investigates the recurring ideological and cultural clashes that have
shaped American society. It examines periods of significant social
transformation and the subsequent backlash, exploring how these debates have
influenced political discourse and policy. Understanding these ongoing
tensions is key to contextualizing many historical developments.
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