
constitutional convention answer key

constitutional convention answer key refers to the comprehensive solutions and explanations related to
questions about the Constitutional Convention of 1787. This pivotal event in American history laid the
foundation for the United States Constitution, shaping the nation's government structure and political
principles. Understanding the constitutional convention answer key is essential for students, educators, and
history enthusiasts aiming to grasp the complexities of the debates, compromises, and outcomes that emerged
during this historic gathering. This article provides an in-depth exploration of the Constitutional Convention,
including its background, key figures, major debates, and significant compromises. Additionally, the article
includes a detailed answer key to common questions surrounding the convention, promoting a clearer
understanding of its significance and legacy. Explore the essential knowledge points and detailed explanations
that form a reliable constitutional convention answer key.
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Background and Purpose of the Constitutional Convention

The Constitutional Convention convened in Philadelphia in 1787, aimed at addressing the weaknesses of the
Articles of Confederation, the United States' first governing document. The Articles had established a loose
confederation of states with a weak central government, leading to economic instability, interstate conflicts,
and difficulties in foreign relations. The convention's primary goal was to create a stronger federal
government that could effectively unify the states while protecting individual liberties and state sovereignty.

Delegates from twelve of the thirteen states attended the convention, excluding Rhode Island, which opposed a
stronger national government. The initial mandate was to revise the Articles, but the delegates quickly decided
to draft a new constitution altogether. The Constitutional Convention thus became a critical event that
reshaped the American political system by establishing the framework for the current United States
Constitution.

Key Figures of the Constitutional Convention

The Constitutional Convention brought together some of the most prominent political leaders, thinkers, and
statesmen of the late 18th century. Their collective experience, debates, and compromises were crucial in
shaping the final document.

George Washington

George Washington served as the president of the convention, providing a unifying presence and lending
credibility to the proceedings. His leadership helped maintain order and focus throughout the debates.



James Madison

Often called the "Father of the Constitution," James Madison played a central role in drafting the document
and promoting the ideas of a strong federal government. Madison's Virginia Plan laid the foundation for much of
the new constitution's structure.

Benjamin Franklin

Benjamin Franklin, the elder statesman, contributed his wisdom and diplomacy, advocating for compromise and
cooperation among the delegates to ensure the convention's success.

Other Notable Delegates

Other influential figures included Alexander Hamilton, known for his strong federalist views; Roger Sherman,
who proposed the Great Compromise; and Gouverneur Morris, credited with much of the Constitution's final
wording.

Major Debates and Issues Addressed

Several contentious issues dominated the debates at the Constitutional Convention. These debates were
crucial in determining the structure and powers of the new government.

Representation in Congress

One of the most significant debates concerned how states would be represented in the new legislative body.
Larger states favored representation based on population, while smaller states demanded equal
representation.

Slavery and the Slave Trade

The institution of slavery posed a complex challenge, with delegates divided on how to count enslaved
individuals for representation and taxation purposes. The convention also debated the continuation of the
transatlantic slave trade.

Executive Power

Delegates debated the scope and method of electing the executive branch leader, eventually deciding on a single
president with significant but checked powers.

Federal vs. State Authority

The balance of power between the federal government and the states was a critical issue, with discussions
focusing on how to allocate authority to prevent tyranny while maintaining effective governance.



Compromises Made During the Convention

The success of the Constitutional Convention rested heavily on several key compromises that balanced
competing interests and regional demands.

The Great Compromise

This compromise resolved the representation dispute by creating a bicameral legislature: the House of
Representatives would be based on population, and the Senate would provide equal representation for each
state.

The Three-Fifths Compromise

To address the issue of counting enslaved individuals, the Three-Fifths Compromise determined that each
enslaved person would be counted as three-fifths of a person for both representation and taxation.

Commerce and Slave Trade Compromise

The delegates agreed that Congress could regulate interstate and international commerce but would not ban
the slave trade for at least 20 years, postponing a direct confrontation of the issue.

Electoral College System

The method of electing the president was settled through the creation of the Electoral College, a compromise
between election by Congress and popular vote.

Bicameral legislature balancing population and state equality

Slavery counted partially for representation and taxation

Postponement of banning the slave trade

Establishment of the Electoral College to elect the president

Impact and Legacy of the Constitutional Convention

The Constitutional Convention fundamentally transformed the American political landscape by producing a
new federal constitution that replaced the Articles of Confederation. This new framework established a
stronger national government with separated powers, checks and balances, and a system designed to protect
individual rights while promoting national unity.

The Constitution's ratification in 1788 marked the beginning of a new era in American governance, influencing
democratic development worldwide. The debates and compromises of the convention continue to be studied as
exemplary exercises in political negotiation and constitutional design.



Sample Questions and Constitutional Convention Answer Key

Below are common questions related to the Constitutional Convention, accompanied by authoritative
answers to aid comprehension and study.

What was the main purpose of the Constitutional Convention?1.

The primary purpose was to revise the Articles of Confederation to create a stronger federal
government capable of addressing economic and political challenges.

Who is known as the "Father of the Constitution" and why?2.

James Madison is known as the "Father of the Constitution" due to his significant role in drafting the
document and promoting the Virginia Plan, which shaped the structure of the government.

What was the Great Compromise?3.

The Great Compromise established a bicameral legislature with proportional representation in the House
and equal representation in the Senate.

How did the convention address the issue of slavery?4.

The Three-Fifths Compromise counted enslaved persons as three-fifths of a person for representation and
taxation, and the slave trade was allowed to continue for 20 years before Congress could regulate it.

What system was created to elect the president?5.

The Electoral College system was created, combining elements of congressional selection and popular
vote to elect the president.

Why was George Washington's role important at the convention?6.

Washington's leadership as convention president provided legitimacy, helped maintain order, and
encouraged cooperation among delegates.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a constitutional convention?

A constitutional convention is a formal gathering for the purpose of drafting or revising a constitution.

When was the original United States Constitutional Convention held?

The original U.S. Constitutional Convention was held in Philadelphia in 1787.

What was the main goal of the 1787 Constitutional Convention?

The main goal was to create a new constitution to replace the Articles of Confederation and establish a
stronger federal government.



Who were some key figures at the Constitutional Convention?

Key figures included George Washington, James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, and Alexander Hamilton.

What important compromise was reached at the Constitutional
Convention?

The Great Compromise, which created a bicameral legislature with proportional representation in the House and
equal representation in the Senate.

What is the purpose of a modern constitutional convention?

A modern constitutional convention may be called to amend or rewrite a state or national constitution.

How are delegates chosen for a constitutional convention?

Delegates are typically elected by the public or appointed according to state laws, depending on the
convention's rules.

What is an answer key in the context of constitutional convention studies?

An answer key provides correct answers to questions or quizzes related to the constitutional convention,
often used in educational settings.

Why is the Constitutional Convention important in American history?

It established the framework of the U.S. government and principles such as checks and balances and federalism.

Can a constitutional convention overturn existing constitutional
provisions?

Yes, a constitutional convention can propose changes or new provisions, but these typically require
ratification by states or voters.

Additional Resources
1. The Constitutional Convention: A Comprehensive Answer Key
This book serves as an essential companion for students and educators exploring the Constitutional
Convention. It provides detailed explanations and answers to common questions about the formation of the
U.S. Constitution. The text covers key debates, compromises, and figures involved in the convention, making it
an invaluable reference for understanding this pivotal event in American history.

2. Understanding the Constitutional Convention: Answer Key and Analysis
Designed to accompany textbooks on the Constitutional Convention, this guide offers thorough answer keys
to exercises and review questions. It also includes analysis that clarifies complex issues such as federalism,
representation, and the balance of powers. This resource is ideal for reinforcing knowledge and preparing for
exams on the subject.

3. The Founding Fathers and the Constitutional Convention: Answer Key Edition
Focused on the contributions and perspectives of the Founding Fathers, this book provides detailed answers
related to their roles in the Constitutional Convention. It highlights the ideological conflicts and resolutions
that shaped the final document. Readers gain insight into the personal and political dynamics that influenced the
framing of the Constitution.



4. Constitutional Convention Study Guide with Answer Key
This study guide offers a structured approach to learning about the Constitutional Convention, complete
with an answer key for all quizzes and exercises. It breaks down major topics such as the Articles of
Confederation’s weaknesses and the creation of the executive branch. Perfect for students who want a clear
and concise review tool.

5. The Road to the Constitution: Answer Key for Convention Questions
Exploring the events leading up to the Constitutional Convention, this book provides answers to questions
about the political and social context of the late 18th century. It sheds light on why the convention was
necessary and how various states prepared for it. The answer key helps readers assess their understanding of
the historical background.

6. Debates and Decisions: Constitutional Convention Answer Key
This volume focuses on the critical debates that took place during the convention, offering an answer key that
explains the rationale behind each major decision. Topics such as the Great Compromise, slavery, and the
structure of Congress are covered in detail. It is an excellent resource for those seeking to understand the
negotiation process behind the Constitution.

7. Constitutional Convention Questions and Answers: A Teacher’s Key
Created specifically for educators, this book provides a comprehensive answer key for classroom questions
related to the Constitutional Convention. It includes discussion prompts and suggested responses to
facilitate student engagement. Teachers will find it useful for lesson planning and assessment.

8. The Constitutional Convention: Key Terms and Answer Key
This book compiles essential terms and concepts from the Constitutional Convention alongside a detailed
answer key. It helps readers build a strong vocabulary and conceptual framework to better grasp the
convention’s significance. The format supports both self-study and classroom use.

9. From Articles to Constitution: Answer Key for Convention Review
Focusing on the transition from the Articles of Confederation to the U.S. Constitution, this book provides
answers that clarify the changes in government structure and authority. It explains why the Articles were
deemed insufficient and how the convention addressed these issues. This resource is ideal for understanding the
evolution of American governance.
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