
economics ap human geography definition

economics ap human geography definition is a key concept in understanding how economic activities are
distributed across geographical spaces and how they influence human behavior and societal development. This
term is central to the AP Human Geography curriculum, where students explore the spatial patterns of
economic systems, the role of resources, labor, and capital, and how economic decisions impact populations
and environments globally. The definition encompasses various economic models, theories, and real-world
applications that explain the interaction between geography and economics. This article delves into the
comprehensive definition of economics within the framework of AP Human Geography, examining related concepts
such as economic sectors, globalization, development indicators, and the spatial organization of economic
activities. Understanding this term is essential for grasping how geography shapes economic outcomes and vice
versa. The following sections will provide a detailed overview, breaking down the multifaceted nature of
economics in the context of human geography.
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Key Economic Concepts in Human Geography

Economic Sectors and Their Geographic Distribution
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Understanding Economics in AP Human Geography

In AP Human Geography, economics is defined as the study of how people produce, distribute, and consume goods
and services, with a particular emphasis on the spatial context of these activities. This definition
acknowledges that economic actions are not isolated but occur within specific locations and environments,
influencing and being influenced by geographic factors. The discipline examines how economic systems operate
differently across regions, shaped by physical geography, cultural practices, political boundaries, and
technological advancements. The economics AP human geography definition extends beyond traditional economic
theory to include the study of how economic behavior varies spatially and the implications for human
settlements and resource management.

The Role of Geography in Economics

Geography plays a critical role in economics by providing the spatial framework within which economic
activities take place. It helps explain why certain industries thrive in specific locations and how natural
resources, climate, and transportation networks affect economic productivity. This spatial perspective is
fundamental to the economics AP human geography definition, as it integrates location theory, economic
landscapes, and regional development to analyze economic patterns.

Economic Systems and Their Geographic Impact

Different economic systems—such as capitalism, socialism, and mixed economies—manifest unique spatial
characteristics. AP Human Geography explores how these systems influence land use, urban development, and
regional inequalities. Understanding these variations is essential for interpreting the broader economics AP



human geography definition, as it highlights the interplay between economic policies and geographic outcomes.

Key Economic Concepts in Human Geography

The economics AP human geography definition incorporates several foundational concepts that explain how
economic activities are organized and distributed. These include supply and demand, market structures, trade,
and labor markets, all analyzed through a geographic lens. The following subtopics elaborate on these
concepts within the human geography context.

Supply and Demand in Spatial Context

Supply and demand dynamics influence the location of production and consumption. Geographic factors such as
proximity to markets, availability of resources, and transportation costs shape these economic processes. The
economics AP human geography definition emphasizes that spatial variations in supply and demand create diverse
economic landscapes.

Market Structures and Economic Geography

Market structures—ranging from perfect competition to monopolies—affect how economic activities are
spatially arranged. For instance, monopolies might concentrate in regions with significant natural resources,
while competitive markets could be more dispersed. Understanding these spatial market dynamics is integral to
the economics AP human geography definition.

Trade and Economic Interactions

Trade connects different geographic areas, facilitating the exchange of goods, services, and capital. The study
of trade patterns and networks helps explain economic interdependencies between regions and countries, a core
element of the economics AP human geography definition.

Economic Sectors and Their Geographic Distribution

Economic activities are often categorized into sectors that reflect the type of economic engagement. These
sectors have distinct geographic distributions and significance, forming a crucial aspect of the economics AP
human geography definition.

Primary Sector

The primary sector involves the extraction of natural resources, such as agriculture, fishing, forestry, and
mining. These activities are heavily influenced by geographic factors like soil fertility, climate, and resource
availability, shaping the spatial patterns of primary economic activities.

Secondary Sector

The secondary sector encompasses manufacturing and industrial production. Its geographic distribution depends
on factors such as access to raw materials, labor availability, infrastructure, and proximity to markets.
Industrial regions, for example, illustrate the concentration of secondary sector activities.



Tertiary Sector

The tertiary sector includes services such as retail, healthcare, education, and finance. This sector tends to
concentrate in urban areas with high population densities, reflecting the spatial organization of economic
activities highlighted in the economics AP human geography definition.

Quaternary and Quinary Sectors

Advanced economic activities like information technology, research, and high-level decision-making fall within
the quaternary and quinary sectors. These sectors often cluster in metropolitan areas with specialized labor
markets and infrastructure, demonstrating complex spatial economic patterns.

Primary: Extraction of natural resources

Secondary: Manufacturing and industry

Tertiary: Services and retail

Quaternary: Information and knowledge-based services

Quinary: High-level decision making and leadership

Globalization and Economic Geography

Globalization significantly influences the economics AP human geography definition by reshaping economic
activities across national borders. It fosters interconnectedness through trade, investment, technology, and
cultural exchange, altering traditional economic landscapes.

Impact of Globalization on Economic Patterns

Globalization facilitates the movement of goods, capital, and labor, leading to the emergence of global
economic networks. This process affects regional economies differently, often accelerating development in some
areas while marginalizing others, an essential consideration in understanding economics within human geography.

Transnational Corporations and Economic Influence

Transnational corporations (TNCs) operate across multiple countries, strategically locating production
and services to maximize efficiency and profit. Their presence exemplifies how economic geography integrates with
globalization to explain spatial economic changes and development patterns.

Economic Integration and Trade Blocs

Regions often form trade blocs and economic alliances to enhance economic cooperation and growth. These
integrations influence spatial economic relationships and are a key element in the broader economics AP human
geography definition.



Economic Development and Indicators

Economic development is a core theme within the economics AP human geography definition, focusing on how
regions improve living standards, infrastructure, and economic capacity. Various indicators measure
development and provide insights into spatial economic disparities.

Measures of Economic Development

Common indicators include Gross Domestic Product (GDP), Gross National Income (GNI), Human Development
Index (HDI), literacy rates, and life expectancy. These metrics help assess economic progress and quality of life
across different geographic regions.

Factors Influencing Economic Development

Geographic location, resource availability, political stability, education, and technology access are critical
factors influencing economic development. The economics AP human geography definition encompasses these
elements to understand spatial variations in prosperity.

Challenges in Economic Development

Regions often face challenges such as poverty, inequality, environmental degradation, and limited
infrastructure, which impede economic growth. Addressing these issues requires understanding the spatial
context and economic dynamics as defined in AP Human Geography.

Spatial Patterns of Economic Activities

The distribution of economic activities across space forms distinct patterns that reveal the underlying
geographic and economic processes. These spatial patterns are integral to the economics AP human geography
definition and help explain regional economic disparities.

Urban and Rural Economic Patterns

Urban areas typically host a concentration of tertiary and quaternary economic activities, while rural
regions often focus on primary sector activities. This urban-rural divide highlights the spatial organization of
economies and labor markets within human geography.

Location Theories and Economic Geography

Location theories, such as von Th�nen’s model, Weber’s industrial location theory, and Christaller’s central
place theory, provide frameworks for understanding why economic activities are situated in particular places.
These theories are fundamental to the economics AP human geography definition as they explain spatial decision-
making in economic contexts.

Regional Economic Disparities

Economic activities tend to cluster in specific regions, leading to disparities in wealth and development.
Understanding these disparities requires analyzing spatial economic data and geographic influences, key
components of the economics AP human geography definition.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of economics in AP Human Geography?

In AP Human Geography, economics is defined as the study of how people produce, distribute, and consume goods
and services, and how economic activities are organized spatially across the world.

How does AP Human Geography define economic geography?

Economic geography in AP Human Geography refers to the study of the location, distribution, and spatial
organization of economic activities across the world.

What role does economics play in AP Human Geography?

Economics plays a crucial role in AP Human Geography by helping explain patterns of human activity related
to production, consumption, trade, and how these activities impact spatial organization and development.

How is the concept of economic sectors defined in AP Human Geography?

AP Human Geography defines economic sectors as the division of the economy into primary (extraction of raw
materials), secondary (manufacturing), tertiary (services), quaternary (information services), and quinary
(high-level decision making) sectors.

What is the significance of economic development in AP Human Geography?

Economic development in AP Human Geography refers to the process by which a country improves the economic,
political, and social well-being of its people, often measured through indicators like GDP, literacy rates, and
infrastructure.

How does AP Human Geography define globalization in economic terms?

Globalization is defined as the increasing interconnectedness and interdependence of the world's economies
through trade, investment, technology, and cultural exchange.

What is the AP Human Geography definition of informal economy?

The informal economy refers to economic activities that are not regulated by the government and often not
taxed, including street vending, unregistered small businesses, and casual labor.

How are economic models used in AP Human Geography?

Economic models in AP Human Geography are used to explain and predict patterns of economic activity and
development, such as the von Th�nen model of agricultural land use or Weber's theory of industrial location.

What does AP Human Geography say about the relationship between
economics and population?

AP Human Geography explains that economic factors influence population distribution, migration, and
urbanization, as people move in response to job opportunities and economic conditions.



Additional Resources
1. Economic Geography: A Contemporary Introduction
This book provides a comprehensive overview of economic geography, exploring how economic activities are
distributed across space and the factors influencing these patterns. It integrates theories from human
geography and economics to explain regional development, globalization, and spatial inequalities. The text is
ideal for students seeking to understand the spatial aspects of economic processes within AP Human
Geography.

2. The Spatial Economy: Cities, Regions, and International Trade
Offering an in-depth analysis of the spatial distribution of economic activities, this book examines urban and
regional economies and their roles in global trade. It bridges economic theory with geographic concepts,
emphasizing how location and space affect economic interactions. Readers will gain insights into the economic
forces shaping human settlements and trade networks.

3. Principles of Economic Geography
This foundational text introduces key principles and concepts defining economic geography, including resource
distribution, industrial location, and market dynamics. It highlights the relationship between economic activities
and human geography, providing case studies that illustrate economic patterns in different regions. The book
serves as a useful resource for understanding economic aspects within AP Human Geography curricula.

4. Globalization and Its Discontents
Focusing on the economic impacts of globalization, this book discusses how global economic integration
affects local economies and spatial development. It critically examines the benefits and challenges
globalization poses to different regions, including issues of inequality and economic dependency. The text offers
valuable perspectives on economic changes relevant to human geography students.

5. The Geography of Economic Development
This book explores the geographic factors influencing economic development and disparities among regions
worldwide. It covers topics such as industrialization, urbanization, and the role of institutions in shaping
economic outcomes. The material is particularly useful for understanding development patterns within the
framework of AP Human Geography.

6. Urban Economics and Real Estate: Theory and Policy
Focusing on the economic dimensions of urban areas, this text explains how economic principles apply to city
growth, land use, and real estate markets. It analyzes the spatial distribution of urban economic activities
and policies affecting urban development. Students interested in the economic geography of cities will find this
book informative and practical.

7. Economic Development: Theory and Practice
This book presents theories and practical approaches to economic development, emphasizing the spatial and
human geographic factors involved. It discusses strategies for sustainable economic growth and the role of
globalization, technology, and policy. The text is designed to help readers connect economic concepts with
geographic realities.

8. Industrial Location and Regional Development
Examining the factors that determine where industries locate, this book integrates economic theories with
geographic principles. It covers transportation, resource availability, labor markets, and government policies
influencing industrial geography. The work is relevant for understanding the spatial distribution of economic
activities in AP Human Geography.

9. Human Geography: People, Place, and Culture
While broader in scope, this book includes significant coverage of economic geography concepts within the
context of human geography. It explores how cultural, political, and economic factors shape spatial
patterns and human interactions. The book serves as a comprehensive introduction to economic definitions and
themes in AP Human Geography.
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