
from the custom of the country answer
key
from the custom of the country answer key is a crucial resource for students,
educators, and literature enthusiasts seeking to deepen their understanding of Edith
Wharton's novella, "From the Custom of the Country." This article provides a detailed
exploration of the answer key's role in enhancing comprehension of the text’s themes,
characters, and narrative structure. By analyzing key questions and answers, readers gain
insights into the social and cultural critiques embedded within the story. The content also
addresses common academic challenges related to the novella, offering clear explanations
and interpretations to support effective study and discussion. Furthermore, this guide
highlights the importance of context, symbolism, and character development as addressed
in the answer key. The following sections will delve into the major aspects of the novella
covered by the answer key, facilitating a well-rounded grasp of Wharton’s work.

Understanding the Plot and Setting

Character Analysis

Themes and Symbolism

Social and Cultural Critique

Common Questions and Detailed Answers

Understanding the Plot and Setting
The from the custom of the country answer key begins with a comprehensive overview of
the novella's plot and setting. The story follows the life of Undine Spragg, a young woman
from the Midwest who seeks to climb the social ladder by marrying into New York high
society. The narrative explores her ambitions, relationships, and the societal pressures she
encounters. The setting is integral to understanding the context in which the characters
operate, highlighting the contrasts between different social classes and geographic regions
in early 20th-century America.

Plot Summary
The answer key provides a concise yet detailed summary of the plot, emphasizing key
events such as Undine's multiple marriages, her pursuit of wealth and status, and the
consequences of her actions. This summary aids readers in grasping the storyline’s
progression and the motivations behind the protagonist’s decisions.



Significance of the Setting
The setting not only situates the story geographically but also culturally, reflecting the
social dynamics and customs of the era. The answer key explains how locations like New
York City and the Midwest symbolize different values and social expectations, which directly
influence Undine’s character and choices.

Character Analysis
One of the central components of the from the custom of the country answer key is the in-
depth analysis of primary and secondary characters. Understanding these characters is
essential to interpreting the novella’s underlying messages and social critique.

Undine Spragg
Undine is portrayed as a complex protagonist whose ambition and materialism drive much
of the plot. The answer key explores her motivations, personality traits, and evolution
throughout the story, highlighting her as a representation of social climbing and the pursuit
of the American Dream.

Supporting Characters
The answer key also examines key supporting characters such as Ralph Marvell, Undine’s
second husband, and other figures who embody various social attitudes and conflicts.
These analyses reveal how interactions between characters reflect broader societal
themes.

Character Relationships
Relationships between characters are dissected to show how personal ambitions, societal
expectations, and emotional entanglements intersect. The answer key clarifies the
dynamics of these relationships, offering insights into character motivations and narrative
outcomes.

Themes and Symbolism
The from the custom of the country answer key thoroughly addresses the major themes
and symbolic elements within the novella. These elements contribute significantly to the
story’s depth and literary significance.



Social Ambition and Materialism
A dominant theme explored in the answer key is the critique of social ambition and
materialism. Undine’s relentless pursuit of status and wealth serves as a vehicle for
examining the emptiness and moral consequences of such desires.

Identity and Transformation
The novella also delves into themes of identity and personal transformation. The answer
key explains how Undine’s changing social roles reflect broader questions about
authenticity and self-perception.

Symbolic Elements
Various symbols are identified and analyzed, including the significance of fashion, social
settings, and material possessions. The answer key elucidates how these symbols reinforce
the themes of social performance and superficiality.

Social and Cultural Critique
The from the custom of the country answer key highlights Edith Wharton’s incisive critique
of early 20th-century American society. This critique is woven throughout the novella and is
key to understanding its enduring relevance.

Class Distinctions
The answer key discusses how class distinctions shape characters’ lives and interactions. It
explains how Wharton exposes the rigid social hierarchies and the sometimes hollow nature
of aristocratic values.

Gender Roles and Expectations
Gender dynamics are another focus, with the answer key detailing how the novella portrays
the limitations and expectations placed on women, especially in relation to marriage and
social mobility.

Materialism and Morality
The answer key also explores the tension between material success and moral integrity,
illustrating how characters navigate or fail to reconcile these competing values.



Common Questions and Detailed Answers
The from the custom of the country answer key provides direct responses to frequently
asked questions about the novella, facilitating a clearer understanding of complex aspects
of the text.

What motivates Undine Spragg’s actions throughout the story?1.
Undine is primarily motivated by a desire for social elevation and wealth. Her actions
reflect a calculated approach to achieving status within New York’s elite society, often
at the expense of genuine relationships.

How does the setting influence the characters?2.
The urban setting of New York represents sophistication and social ambition, whereas
the Midwest symbolizes traditional values and simplicity. These contrasting settings
influence characters’ behaviors and aspirations.

What is the significance of Undine’s marriages?3.
Each marriage represents a strategic step in Undine’s social climbing. The answer key
explains how these relationships expose the transactional nature of marriage within
the social context Wharton critiques.

How does Edith Wharton use symbolism to enhance the story?4.
Symbols such as clothing and social events are used to underscore themes of
appearance versus reality and the performative aspects of social status.

What is the overall message of the novella?5.
The answer key interprets the novella as a critique of superficial social ambition and
the moral costs associated with the relentless pursuit of wealth and status.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme explored in 'From the
Custom of the Country'?
The primary theme of 'From the Custom of the Country' is the critique of social ambition
and the pursuit of wealth and status in American society during the early 20th century.



Who is the protagonist of 'From the Custom of the
Country' and what drives her actions?
The protagonist is Undine Spragg, whose actions are driven by her relentless desire for
social advancement and acceptance among the American elite.

How does 'From the Custom of the Country' portray the
concept of the American Dream?
The novel portrays the American Dream as a complex and often superficial pursuit,
highlighting the emptiness and moral compromises involved in the quest for wealth and
social standing.

What role does marriage play in 'From the Custom of
the Country'?
Marriage in the novel is depicted as a strategic tool for social climbing and securing
financial security rather than a romantic or personal connection.

How does Edith Wharton use satire in 'From the Custom
of the Country'?
Edith Wharton employs satire to critique the manners, morals, and social ambitions of the
American upper class, exposing their pretensions and materialism.

What is the significance of the title 'From the Custom of
the Country'?
The title refers to the prevailing social customs and behaviors that dictate the characters'
lives, emphasizing how societal expectations shape individual actions.

How does the setting influence the narrative in 'From
the Custom of the Country'?
The setting, primarily among New York’s high society and European locales, underscores
the contrast between old world aristocracy and new wealth, shaping the characters'
ambitions and conflicts.

In what ways does 'From the Custom of the Country'
reflect Edith Wharton’s views on social mobility?
The novel reflects Wharton’s skepticism about social mobility, illustrating how new money
often struggles for acceptance and how social barriers remain rigid despite wealth.



What is the outcome for Undine Spragg by the end of
'From the Custom of the Country'?
By the end of the novel, Undine achieves financial success and social status but remains
emotionally unfulfilled, highlighting the hollowness of her pursuits.

Additional Resources
1. The Custom of the Country by Edith Wharton - Answer Key
This answer key provides comprehensive explanations and analyses of the themes,
characters, and plot points in Edith Wharton's novel "The Custom of the Country." It is
designed to help readers better understand the social commentary and intricate
relationships depicted in the book. Ideal for students and book clubs, the key offers detailed
chapter summaries and critical insights.

2. The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton
Another classic by Edith Wharton, "The Age of Innocence" explores the rigid social
conventions of New York’s upper class in the 1870s. The novel delves into themes of duty,
passion, and societal expectations, much like "The Custom of the Country." It offers a
poignant look at the conflict between individual desires and social obligations.

3. The House of Mirth by Edith Wharton
This novel follows Lily Bart, a woman navigating the treacherous waters of New York high
society. Like "The Custom of the Country," it critiques the materialism and superficial
values of the elite. The book provides insight into the limitations placed on women during
the early 20th century.

4. American Character: The Curious Life of Rereading Edith Wharton by Alice Kaplan
Alice Kaplan’s work examines Edith Wharton’s influence on American literature and culture.
The book offers a modern perspective on Wharton’s novels, including "The Custom of the
Country," and discusses their relevance today. It is a valuable resource for understanding
Wharton’s legacy.

5. Society and the Novel: A Reader's Guide to Edith Wharton
This reader’s guide delves into the social contexts and critical interpretations of Wharton’s
novels. It provides background information and thematic analyses that complement the
reading of "The Custom of the Country." The guide is useful for both casual readers and
academics.

6. Edith Wharton: A Biography by R.W.B. Lewis
This comprehensive biography details the life of Edith Wharton, shedding light on her
personal experiences that shaped her writing. It offers context for understanding the social
critiques found in "The Custom of the Country." The book is essential for readers interested
in the author behind the novel.

7. The Socialite’s Guide to New York in the Gilded Age
This historical account explores the social dynamics and lifestyles of New York’s elite during
the period Edith Wharton wrote about. It provides a vivid background to better appreciate
the settings and characters in "The Custom of the Country." The book enriches the reader’s



understanding of the era’s customs and expectations.

8. Marriage and Society in the Early 20th Century
Focusing on matrimonial practices and social pressures, this book contextualizes the
themes of marriage and social climbing found in "The Custom of the Country." It discusses
how marriage was often used as a tool for securing status and wealth. The analysis is
helpful for readers interested in the novel’s social critique.

9. Women and Wealth: Gender Roles in Edith Wharton’s Novels
This scholarly work examines the intersections of gender, wealth, and power in Wharton’s
writing. It provides a critical lens through which to view characters like Undine Spragg in
"The Custom of the Country." The book highlights the challenges women faced in a
patriarchal society and their strategies for navigating it.
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