
hobbes vs locke worksheet answers pdf
hobbes vs locke worksheet answers pdf is a highly sought-after resource for students and
educators exploring the fundamental political philosophies of Thomas Hobbes and John Locke. This
article provides a comprehensive overview of the key differences and similarities between these two
influential thinkers, along with detailed explanations designed to facilitate understanding and
retention. The availability of a worksheet answers PDF helps learners verify their knowledge and
enhances classroom discussions or individual study sessions. By examining the contrasting views on
human nature, social contract theory, and the role of government, this article also highlights the
historical and philosophical context behind Hobbes and Locke's ideas. Whether you are preparing for
exams or seeking to deepen your grasp of Enlightenment political thought, understanding the hobbes
vs locke worksheet answers pdf is essential. The following sections will guide you through the major
themes, provide structured answers, and explain why these documents remain vital educational tools.
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Overview of Hobbes and Locke Political Philosophy
Thomas Hobbes and John Locke are foundational figures in political philosophy, each presenting
distinct views on human nature, the origins of government, and the social contract. Hobbes, writing
during the turmoil of the English Civil War, proposed a pessimistic view of humanity in his work
Leviathan, emphasizing the necessity of absolute sovereignty to prevent chaos. Locke, influenced by
the Glorious Revolution, offered a more optimistic perspective, advocating for natural rights and
government as a protector rather than an oppressor. Understanding their philosophies provides
essential context for interpreting the answers found in the hobbes vs locke worksheet answers pdf.

Thomas Hobbes’ Philosophy
Hobbes asserted that in the state of nature, humans exist in a "war of all against all," where life is
"solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short." To escape this, individuals relinquish certain freedoms to an
absolute sovereign, who maintains peace and order.

John Locke’s Philosophy
Locke believed that humans possess natural rights to life, liberty, and property. In the state of nature,



people are generally reasonable and capable of cooperation, but they form governments through a
social contract to protect these rights. If the government fails in this duty, citizens retain the right to
revolt.

Key Differences Between Hobbes and Locke
The hobbes vs locke worksheet answers pdf commonly highlights the fundamental contrasts between
these two philosophers, focusing on their divergent views regarding human nature, authority, and the
purpose of government. These distinctions are critical for understanding modern political theory and
the development of democratic principles.

View of Human Nature
Hobbes viewed humans as inherently selfish and prone to violence without a controlling authority.
Locke, conversely, saw humans as rational beings capable of cooperation and moral judgment.

The Social Contract
For Hobbes, the social contract involves individuals surrendering all rights to a sovereign to ensure
security. Locke’s contract is conditional, with governments formed to safeguard natural rights, and
citizens retaining the power to dissolve unjust governments.

Role of Government
Hobbes advocated for a strong, centralized government with absolute power. Locke supported limited
government, emphasizing separation of powers and the protection of individual freedoms.

Summary of Key Differences

Human Nature: Hobbes - pessimistic; Locke - optimistic

Social Contract: Hobbes - absolute sovereignty; Locke - conditional and revocable

Government Role: Hobbes - maintain order at all costs; Locke - protect natural rights

Right to Revolution: Hobbes - no; Locke - yes, if government fails

Common Themes in Hobbes and Locke’s Theories
Despite their differences, Hobbes and Locke share several significant themes that are often the focus



of worksheet questions and answers. Recognizing these themes helps clarify their philosophical
contributions and the evolution of political thought.

Social Contract as a Foundation
Both philosophers agree that governments arise from a social contract, an agreement among
individuals to form a political body. This concept underpins modern democratic theory and is a central
topic in the hobbes vs locke worksheet answers pdf.

Importance of Security and Order
Security is paramount in both theories, though the means differ. Hobbes prioritizes security even at
the cost of absolute power, while Locke balances security with individual rights.

Consent of the Governed
Consent is fundamental to legitimate authority in both philosophies. Locke particularly emphasizes
this, arguing that governments must have the consent of the governed to be valid.

Using the Hobbes vs Locke Worksheet Answers PDF
Effectively
Teachers and students utilize the hobbes vs locke worksheet answers pdf as a practical tool to
reinforce comprehension of complex political theories. To maximize its effectiveness, it is important to
approach the worksheet strategically.

Study Tips for Students
Review each question carefully and refer to primary texts or reliable summaries for context. After
attempting answers independently, use the PDF to check for accuracy and deepen understanding.

Instructional Strategies for Educators
Employ the worksheet as a formative assessment to identify areas requiring further explanation.
Encourage group discussions to explore differing interpretations and critical thinking.

Benefits of a PDF Format

Easy distribution and access for remote learning



Printable for offline study and annotation

Consistent formatting for standardized answers

Sample Questions and Model Answers
To illustrate the typical contents of the hobbes vs locke worksheet answers pdf, here are common
questions along with model answers that exemplify the expected level of detail and clarity.

Sample Question 1: What is the state of nature according to
Hobbes and Locke?
Answer: Hobbes describes the state of nature as a condition of perpetual war where individuals are
in constant conflict, leading to a life that is “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.” Locke’s state of
nature, however, is characterized by relative peace and equality, where natural law governs human
behavior and individuals have inherent rights.

Sample Question 2: How do Hobbes and Locke differ in their
justification for government?
Answer: Hobbes justifies government as necessary to impose order and prevent the chaos of the
state of nature, advocating for an absolute sovereign. Locke justifies government as a protector of
natural rights, formed through the consent of the governed, with the power limited to safeguarding
life, liberty, and property.

Sample Question 3: What is the right to revolution according
to Locke, and how does it contrast with Hobbes?
Answer: Locke asserts that people have the right to overthrow a government that fails to protect
their natural rights. Hobbes rejects this notion, believing that once power is given to the sovereign, it
cannot be challenged without risking a return to the anarchic state of nature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main difference between Hobbes and Locke
according to the worksheet?
The main difference is that Hobbes believed in a strong central authority to avoid chaos, while Locke
advocated for natural rights and a government with the consent of the governed.



Where can I find a PDF version of the Hobbes vs Locke
worksheet answers?
You can find PDF versions of Hobbes vs Locke worksheet answers on educational websites, teacher
resource platforms, or by searching online using keywords like 'Hobbes vs Locke worksheet answers
PDF'.

How does the worksheet explain Hobbes' view of human
nature?
The worksheet explains that Hobbes viewed human nature as naturally selfish and brutish,
necessitating a powerful sovereign to maintain order.

What does the worksheet say about Locke's theory of
government?
Locke's theory, as explained in the worksheet, emphasizes that government should protect natural
rights such as life, liberty, and property, and must have the consent of the governed.

Are there answer keys provided in the Hobbes vs Locke
worksheet PDF?
Yes, many Hobbes vs Locke worksheet PDFs include answer keys to help students review and
understand the key concepts and differences between the two philosophers.

Additional Resources
1. Hobbes vs Locke: Understanding Political Philosophy
This book provides a clear comparison between the political theories of Thomas Hobbes and John
Locke. It breaks down their views on human nature, the social contract, and the role of government.
Ideal for students seeking to grasp fundamental concepts in political philosophy.

2. The Social Contract: Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau
This text explores the social contract theories of Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau, highlighting their
similarities and differences. It offers historical context and explains how their ideas influence modern
political systems. The book includes worksheets and discussion questions to aid comprehension.

3. Philosophy in Action: Hobbes and Locke Worksheet Guide
Designed as a companion for classroom use, this guide offers detailed worksheets on Hobbes and
Locke’s philosophies. It encourages critical thinking through comparative analysis and real-world
application exercises. Teachers and students will find it a practical resource for study and review.

4. Political Philosophy: From Hobbes to Locke
This book traces the evolution of political thought from Hobbes’ absolutism to Locke’s liberalism. It
provides in-depth explanations of key concepts such as state of nature, sovereignty, and natural
rights. The text is supplemented with review questions and answer keys to support learners.



5. Exploring Hobbes and Locke: A Student Workbook
A student-friendly workbook that breaks down complex ideas into manageable sections. It includes
summaries, diagrams, and answer sheets to help learners understand Hobbes’ and Locke’s views on
government and society. The workbook promotes active engagement through reflective questions.

6. Foundations of Modern Political Thought: Hobbes and Locke
This book delves into the foundational ideas that shaped modern political philosophy, focusing on
Hobbes and Locke. It discusses their differing perspectives on authority, liberty, and human rights.
The text is complemented by worksheets designed to reinforce key themes and concepts.

7. Hobbes vs Locke: Critical Thinking and Worksheet Answers
A resource aimed at enhancing critical thinking skills by comparing Hobbes and Locke. It includes
detailed worksheet answers and explanations to help students understand the nuances of their
philosophies. This book is suitable for high school and early college students.

8. The State of Nature Debate: Hobbes and Locke Explained
This book centers on the concept of the state of nature as presented by Hobbes and Locke. It offers
clear explanations of their differing views and the implications for social order and government.
Worksheets with answer keys help solidify understanding of these pivotal ideas.

9. Government and Society: Hobbes vs Locke Worksheet Manual
A comprehensive manual providing worksheets on the political theories of Hobbes and Locke. It is
designed to guide students through comparative analysis with step-by-step answers and
explanations. The manual supports educators in delivering structured lessons on early modern
political thought.
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