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honda civic manual 1998 remains a significant model in the automotive world, especially for enthusiasts and
drivers who appreciate the control and engagement offered by manual transmissions. The 1998 Honda
Civic, known for its reliability, fuel efficiency, and sporty handling, has a dedicated following. This article
explores the features, specifications, and benefits of the 1998 Honda Civic manual transmission variant. It
covers the vehicle’s mechanical details, driving experience, maintenance tips, and market availability.
Understanding the nuances of this model is essential for prospective buyers, collectors, or anyone interested
in mid-90s compact cars with manual gearboxes. The following sections provide a comprehensive
overview of the 1998 Honda Civic manual, addressing key aspects that define its enduring appeal.
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Overview of the 1998 Honda Civic Manual
The 1998 Honda Civic manual is part of the sixth generation of Civics, produced between 1996 and 2000.
This generation marked a shift toward improved safety features and refined engineering while
maintaining the Civic’s core attributes of efficiency and reliability. The manual transmission models catered
to drivers who preferred a more engaging and hands-on driving experience. Available in various trims
such as the DX, LX, EX, and HX, the manual option was popular among younger drivers and enthusiasts
looking for a fun-to-drive compact car.

Model Variants and Trims
The 1998 Honda Civic manual was offered in several trims, each with unique features and engine options.
The DX and LX trims were equipped with a 1.6-liter SOHC inline-4 engine, emphasizing fuel economy
and affordability. The EX trim featured a 1.6-liter DOHC inline-4 engine, delivering more power and
sporty performance. The HX trim focused on high fuel efficiency with a VTEC-E engine optimized for
economy. All these trims provided a 5-speed manual transmission option, which was praised for its smooth



shifting and reliability.

Design and Interior Features
The exterior design of the 1998 Honda Civic manual retained the compact and aerodynamic shape
characteristic of the sixth generation. It featured updated headlights, a more rounded body, and improved
aerodynamics compared to its predecessors. Inside, the cabin was designed for simplicity and functionality,
with durable materials and user-friendly controls. Manual transmission models typically included a leather-
wrapped shift knob and a clutch pedal, essential components for the manual driving experience.

Technical Specifications and Performance
The technical specifications of the honda civic manual 1998 contribute to its longstanding reputation for
balanced performance and efficiency. The combination of engine options and the manual gearbox made it a
versatile vehicle capable of daily commuting and spirited driving.

Engine Options
The 1998 Civic manual was equipped with a range of 1.6-liter 4-cylinder engines, differing mainly by
their valvetrain configurations and tuning:

1.6L SOHC (Single Overhead Cam) engine – Found in the DX and LX trims, delivering
approximately 106 horsepower.

1.6L DOHC (Dual Overhead Cam) engine – Available in the EX trim, producing around 127
horsepower for enhanced performance.

1.6L VTEC-E engine – Featured in the HX trim, designed for maximum fuel economy with an
output of about 115 horsepower.

Transmission and Drivetrain
The hallmark of the honda civic manual 1998 is its 5-speed manual transmission, which provided a direct
and connected driving experience. This transmission was praised for its precise gear shifts and durability.
The Civic featured a front-engine, front-wheel-drive layout, optimizing interior space and weight
distribution for better handling and traction.



Fuel Efficiency and Emissions
One of the key advantages of the 1998 Honda Civic manual was its superior fuel efficiency, particularly
with the VTEC-E engine in the HX trim. Typical fuel economy ratings for the manual models ranged
from 28 to 34 miles per gallon in combined city and highway driving. The vehicle met stringent emission
standards of the time, contributing to its appeal as an eco-friendly compact car option.

Driving Experience and Handling
The honda civic manual 1998 is often celebrated for its engaging driving dynamics and responsive
handling. The manual transmission enhances the driver’s control over the vehicle, making it a preferred
choice for driving enthusiasts and those who value a more interactive experience behind the wheel.

Manual Transmission Benefits
Driving the 1998 Civic with a manual gearbox offers several advantages:

Enhanced Control: Manual shifting allows precise control over engine power and speed, especially
valuable in varied driving conditions.

Fuel Savings: Skilled drivers can optimize gear changes for better fuel economy.

Lower Maintenance Costs: Manual transmissions generally have simpler mechanics and lower repair
costs compared to automatics.

Driving Engagement: The tactile feedback and involvement provide a more connected driving
experience.

Handling and Suspension
The 1998 Civic manual featured a well-tuned suspension system with front MacPherson struts and rear
double-wishbone suspension, delivering a balance of comfort and sporty handling. The compact size and
light weight contributed to responsive steering and nimble maneuverability, making it suitable for urban
environments and winding roads alike.



Maintenance and Common Issues
Maintaining the honda civic manual 1998 involves routine care and attention to ensure longevity and
optimal performance. Due to its age, some common issues may arise, but the vehicle’s design allows for
relatively straightforward repairs and part replacements.

Routine Maintenance
Key maintenance tasks for the 1998 Honda Civic manual include:

Regular oil and filter changes to protect the engine and transmission.1.

Clutch inspection and replacement when signs of wear, such as slipping or difficulty shifting, appear.2.

Brake system checks including pads, rotors, and fluid levels.3.

Suspension and steering component inspections to maintain handling quality.4.

Timing belt replacement as recommended by the manufacturer, typically every 60,000 to 90,0005.
miles.

Common Issues
Owners of the 1998 Honda Civic manual may encounter several common issues, including:

Clutch Wear: Frequent in manual models, clutch replacement may be necessary depending on
driving habits.

Transmission Synchro Wear: Some drivers report difficulty shifting into certain gears as synchros
age.

Rust and Corrosion: Older Civics, particularly in regions with harsh winters, can develop rust on the
undercarriage and wheel wells.

Electrical Issues: Minor electrical faults such as faulty sensors or wiring problems can occur due to
aging components.



Market Availability and Pricing
The honda civic manual 1998 remains a sought-after vehicle in the used car market due to its reliability
and driving appeal. Availability varies by region, condition, and mileage, but it is generally more accessible
than rare or classic car models.

Used Market Trends
Prices for a 1998 Honda Civic manual depend on factors such as trim level, condition, mileage, and
modifications. Well-maintained manual models with lower mileage tend to command higher prices,
especially among enthusiasts looking for affordable, reliable used cars with manual transmissions. The
availability of parts and a strong community of Civic enthusiasts help maintain the vehicle’s desirability.

Buying Tips
When considering the purchase of a 1998 Honda Civic manual, potential buyers should:

Inspect the clutch and transmission for smooth operation.

Check for signs of rust or body damage.

Review maintenance records for timely service history.

Test drive to assess handling and shifting responsiveness.

Consult with a mechanic for a pre-purchase inspection.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the common issues with the 1998 Honda Civic manual
transmission?
Common issues with the 1998 Honda Civic manual transmission include worn clutch components, such as
the clutch disc and pressure plate, difficulty shifting gears due to worn synchronizers, and occasional
transmission fluid leaks.



How often should the clutch be replaced on a 1998 Honda Civic manual?
The clutch on a 1998 Honda Civic manual typically lasts between 60,000 to 100,000 miles, depending on
driving habits. It should be inspected regularly, and replaced when signs of slipping, difficulty shifting, or
unusual noises occur.

What type of transmission fluid is recommended for the 1998 Honda
Civic manual?
Honda recommends using Honda Manual Transmission Fluid (MTF) or an equivalent high-quality 75W-90
gear oil for the 1998 Honda Civic manual transmission.

Can the 1998 Honda Civic manual transmission be swapped with a newer
model transmission?
Yes, it is possible to swap the 1998 Honda Civic manual transmission with a newer model transmission, but
it may require additional modifications such as different shifter cables, mounts, and ECU tuning to ensure
compatibility.

What are some tips for maintaining the manual transmission on a 1998
Honda Civic?
To maintain the manual transmission on a 1998 Honda Civic, regularly check and change the transmission
fluid, avoid riding the clutch, use proper shifting techniques, and have the clutch and transmission
inspected during routine maintenance.

Is the 1998 Honda Civic manual transmission suitable for performance
upgrades?
The 1998 Honda Civic manual transmission is relatively durable and can handle moderate performance
upgrades. However, for significant power increases, upgrading to a stronger transmission or reinforcing
internal components may be necessary.

Where can I find replacement parts for the 1998 Honda Civic manual
transmission?
Replacement parts for the 1998 Honda Civic manual transmission can be found at Honda dealerships,
reputable auto parts stores, online retailers specializing in Honda parts, and salvage yards.



Additional Resources
1. Honda Civic 1998 Repair Manual
This comprehensive repair manual covers all aspects of the 1998 Honda Civic, from basic maintenance to
advanced troubleshooting. It includes detailed diagrams, step-by-step instructions, and tips for DIY repairs.
Ideal for owners and mechanics looking to keep their Civic running smoothly.

2. Honda Civic 1998 Service and Maintenance Guide
Focused on routine service and maintenance, this guide helps Civic owners understand the essential
upkeep needed to prolong the life of their vehicle. It outlines schedules for oil changes, brake inspections,
and other critical checks. Perfect for manual transmission enthusiasts wanting to maintain optimal
performance.

3. 1998 Honda Civic Manual Transmission Troubleshooting
This book delves into common issues specific to the manual transmission system of the 1998 Honda Civic. It
offers diagnostic procedures, repair techniques, and preventative care advice. A must-have for those
experiencing transmission problems or wanting to avoid costly repairs.

4. DIY Honda Civic 1998: Manual Transmission Edition
A hands-on guide for DIY mechanics focusing on the manual transmission model of the 1998 Civic. It
includes detailed repair projects, part replacement guides, and performance enhancement tips. The book
empowers Civic owners to confidently perform repairs at home.

5. Honda Civic 1998 Engine and Transmission Repair Manual
This manual provides in-depth coverage of the engine and transmission systems of the 1998 Honda Civic. It
features exploded views, torque specifications, and step-by-step repair instructions. Essential for anyone
undertaking major engine or transmission repairs.

6. Understanding the 1998 Honda Civic Manual: A Technical Overview
This book offers a technical explanation of the mechanical and electronic systems in the 1998 Civic manual
transmission model. It breaks down complex concepts into easy-to-understand language for enthusiasts and
students. Great as a supplementary resource for hands-on repair work.

7. Honda Civic 1998 Performance Tuning for Manual Models
Targeted at enthusiasts looking to boost their Civic’s performance, this book covers modifications and tuning
specific to the 1998 model with manual transmission. It discusses engine tuning, suspension upgrades, and
transmission enhancements. A valuable resource for maximizing driving enjoyment.

8. Honda Civic 1998 Electrical and Manual Transmission Wiring Diagrams
This detailed wiring guide provides schematics and troubleshooting tips for the electrical systems related to
the 1998 Civic’s manual transmission. It helps diagnose electrical faults and understand wiring layouts.
Crucial for electrical repairs and upgrades.



9. Restoring Your 1998 Honda Civic Manual Transmission Model
A restoration-focused book that guides readers through the process of bringing a 1998 Honda Civic manual
back to its original condition. It covers bodywork, mechanical repairs, interior refurbishment, and paint
techniques. Perfect for classic car enthusiasts aiming to preserve their Civic.
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