
lehigh self guided tour
lehigh self guided tour offers an exceptional opportunity to explore the rich history, vibrant culture,
and scenic beauty of Lehigh University and its surrounding areas at your own pace. This
comprehensive guide provides all the essential information needed to navigate the campus, discover
key landmarks, and appreciate the unique features that make Lehigh a distinguished institution.
Whether you are a prospective student, visitor, or alumni, the lehigh self guided tour ensures a
flexible and informative experience tailored to your interests. This article covers the best routes,
must-see locations, tips for an engaging visit, and additional resources to enhance your journey.
Explore the academic buildings, green spaces, historical sites, and cultural hubs that define Lehigh’s
dynamic environment. With detailed descriptions and practical advice, this guide is designed to help
you make the most out of your lehigh self guided tour.
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Planning Your Lehigh Self Guided Tour
Effective planning is essential to maximize the benefits of your lehigh self guided tour. Understanding
the campus layout, available resources, and your personal interests will help create a well-structured
itinerary. Lehigh University’s campus is spread over a picturesque area with a blend of modern and
historic architecture, green spaces, and recreational facilities. Mapping out your route in advance
enables a smooth and enjoyable experience. Consider the time of day, weather conditions, and your
preferred mode of transportation while planning. This section provides guidance on how to prepare for
your visit, including necessary materials, suggested tour lengths, and important considerations.

Choosing the Best Starting Point
The starting point of your lehigh self guided tour can significantly influence the flow and convenience
of your exploration. Many visitors prefer to begin at the University Center, which serves as a central
hub with access to maps, visitor information, and parking. Alternatively, starting at the campus
entrance near the Farrington Square offers an immediate glimpse of the university’s historic charm.
Assess your parking options and proximity to public transportation when selecting your starting
location to optimize your tour experience.



Gathering Tour Materials and Maps
Utilizing available resources such as campus maps, brochures, and mobile applications enhances the
lehigh self guided tour. These materials provide detailed layouts, building descriptions, and points of
interest. Visitors can obtain printed maps from the admissions office or download digital versions from
the university’s website. Some apps offer interactive features, including augmented reality and audio
guides, which further enrich the self guided experience. Preparing these materials in advance ensures
seamless navigation and comprehensive understanding during your visit.

Setting Time and Route Expectations
The duration of a lehigh self guided tour can vary depending on the visitor’s objectives and pace. A
typical tour may last between one to three hours, allowing sufficient time to explore key landmarks
without feeling rushed. Prioritize locations based on your interests, such as academic buildings,
student life centers, or outdoor spaces. Planning a flexible route with optional stops accommodates
unexpected discoveries and personal preferences. Allocating time for breaks and refreshments is also
advisable for a comfortable visit.

Key Landmarks to Visit on Campus
Lehigh University boasts numerous landmarks that reflect its academic excellence, architectural
heritage, and community spirit. A successful lehigh self guided tour includes visits to these iconic sites
to gain a comprehensive understanding of the university’s environment. Each landmark offers unique
insights into Lehigh’s history, culture, and student experience. This section highlights essential stops
that should be incorporated into any self guided itinerary.

Packard Lab and STEPS Building
The Packard Laboratory is a central facility dedicated to engineering and applied sciences, featuring
state-of-the-art laboratories and collaborative spaces. Adjacent to it, the STEPS (Science, Technology,
Environment, and Public Policy) building emphasizes interdisciplinary research and innovation.
Visiting these buildings during the lehigh self guided tour provides a glimpse into the university’s
commitment to cutting-edge education and research development.

University Center and Alumni Memorial Building
The University Center serves as the social and administrative heart of campus, hosting dining options,
event spaces, and student services. The nearby Alumni Memorial Building honors distinguished
graduates and offers historical exhibits. Both locations are ideal for understanding student life and the
broader Lehigh community. They also provide convenient access to campus tours and visitor
assistance.



Farrington Square and Asa Packer Campus
Farrington Square is a prominent green space that offers scenic views and serves as a gathering spot
for events and relaxation. The Asa Packer Campus, named after the university’s founder, features
historic buildings and beautifully landscaped areas. These sites embody Lehigh’s tradition and natural
beauty, making them must-see stops on a lehigh self guided tour.

Exploring Lehigh’s Historical and Cultural Highlights
Lehigh University’s rich history and vibrant culture contribute significantly to its distinct identity. The
lehigh self guided tour allows visitors to explore these dimensions through various monuments, art
installations, and heritage sites located throughout the campus. Understanding the historical context
and cultural initiatives enhances appreciation of Lehigh’s evolution and community values.

Memorial Hall and War Monuments
Memorial Hall commemorates Lehigh alumni who served in the military, featuring plaques and
sculptures that honor their contributions. Nearby war monuments provide additional historical context
and serve as reflective spaces. Including these sites in the self guided tour highlights the university’s
respect for service and sacrifice.

Art and Sculpture Trail
Lehigh’s campus features an impressive collection of public art and sculptures created by renowned
artists. The art trail is designed to engage visitors visually and intellectually, showcasing diverse
styles and themes. Walking the sculpture trail during the lehigh self guided tour offers an enriching
cultural experience and insight into the university’s support for the arts.

Cultural Centers and Student Organizations
Several cultural centers and student organizations promote diversity, inclusion, and multicultural
awareness on campus. Visiting these centers during the lehigh self guided tour provides an
understanding of the university’s commitment to fostering an inclusive environment. Information
about upcoming events, programs, and initiatives can often be found here, adding depth to the
visitor’s experience.

Practical Tips for an Effective Self Guided Tour
To ensure a productive and enjoyable lehigh self guided tour, it is important to consider practical
aspects such as timing, accessibility, and visitor amenities. This section offers useful advice to help
visitors prepare adequately and navigate the campus efficiently. Observing these tips contributes to a
smooth and informative exploration of Lehigh University.



Optimal Visiting Times
The best times to undertake a lehigh self guided tour are during weekdays and academic sessions
when campus facilities are fully operational. Early mornings or late afternoons often provide quieter
environments, ideal for focused exploration. Avoiding weekends and holidays is recommended unless
special events are planned, as some buildings may be closed or access limited.

Accessibility Considerations
Lehigh University is committed to providing accessible facilities for all visitors. The campus includes
ramps, elevators, and designated pathways to accommodate individuals with mobility challenges.
Planning your route with accessibility in mind ensures a comfortable experience. Contacting visitor
services in advance can provide additional support and information regarding accommodations.

What to Bring and Wear
Comfortable walking shoes are essential for the lehigh self guided tour due to the campus’s varied
terrain and size. Weather-appropriate clothing, water, and a portable phone charger are also
recommended. Carrying a notebook or digital device for taking notes enhances engagement and
retention of information. Additionally, having identification and any necessary permits or passes ready
facilitates smooth entry and parking.

Utilizing Technology During the Tour
Leveraging technology such as GPS-enabled maps, audio guides, and university apps can significantly
enrich the self guided tour. These tools provide real-time navigation, detailed descriptions, and
interactive content that deepen understanding. Ensuring your device is fully charged and connected
to the internet, if needed, is crucial for uninterrupted use.

Additional Resources and Support for Visitors
Lehigh University offers various resources to assist visitors in maximizing their lehigh self guided tour
experience. From visitor centers to online platforms, these supports provide valuable information and
services tailored to diverse visitor needs. Exploring these options before and during the tour enhances
convenience and satisfaction.

Visitor Centers and Information Desks
The campus features designated visitor centers and information desks staffed by knowledgeable
personnel. These centers provide maps, brochures, and answers to frequently asked questions. They
also offer recommendations for dining, parking, and accommodations nearby. Stopping by a visitor
center early in your tour can ensure you are well-prepared and informed.



Online Resources and Virtual Tours
Lehigh University maintains an array of online resources including virtual tours, photo galleries, and
informational videos. These platforms serve as excellent preparatory tools or alternatives when an in-
person visit is not feasible. Utilizing online content complements the lehigh self guided tour by
offering additional perspectives and detailed insights.

Contacting Admissions and Campus Services
For prospective students and their families, reaching out to the admissions office can provide
personalized assistance and answer specific questions. Campus services, including security and
transportation, are also available to support visitors during their stay. Having contact information
readily accessible is advisable for addressing any concerns or emergencies during the tour.

Local Amenities and Surrounding Attractions
Beyond the campus, the city of Bethlehem and surrounding areas offer various amenities such as
restaurants, hotels, and cultural attractions. Incorporating these into your itinerary can enrich the
overall experience of visiting Lehigh University. Planning for transportation and scheduling allows for
seamless integration of off-campus activities with the lehigh self guided tour.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Lehigh self-guided tour?
The Lehigh self-guided tour is an interactive way for visitors to explore Lehigh University's campus at
their own pace using a map and informational materials provided online or at the visitor center.

How do I access the Lehigh self-guided tour?
You can access the Lehigh self-guided tour by downloading the map and guide from Lehigh
University's official website or by picking up printed materials at the campus visitor center.

What are the main highlights of the Lehigh self-guided tour?
The main highlights include visiting historic academic buildings, the beautiful Asa Packer Campus, the
University Center, the Mountaintop Campus, and notable landmarks such as the Lehigh Valley
Railroad Station.

Is the Lehigh self-guided tour suitable for prospective
students?
Yes, the self-guided tour is ideal for prospective students who want to explore the campus
independently and learn about academic programs, campus facilities, and student life at their own
convenience.



How long does the Lehigh self-guided tour typically take?
The self-guided tour usually takes about 1 to 2 hours, depending on how much time you spend
reading the information and exploring the campus sites.

Are there any apps available for the Lehigh self-guided tour?
Lehigh University offers mobile-friendly resources and sometimes a dedicated app to assist visitors
with the self-guided tour, providing maps, audio guides, and additional campus information.

Can I take the Lehigh self-guided tour virtually?
Yes, Lehigh University provides virtual tour options on their website, allowing prospective students
and visitors to explore the campus online through 360-degree views and video tours.

Are there any COVID-19 related guidelines for taking the
Lehigh self-guided tour?
Visitors are advised to check the latest university guidelines before visiting, as there may be mask
requirements or social distancing protocols in place during the self-guided tour to ensure everyone's
safety.

Additional Resources
1. Exploring Lehigh University: A Self-Guided Tour
This book offers a comprehensive self-guided tour of Lehigh University’s campus, highlighting its
historic buildings, modern facilities, and picturesque landscapes. Readers can follow detailed maps
and descriptions to discover hidden gems and learn about the university’s rich history. Ideal for
prospective students, visitors, and alumni alike.

2. Lehigh Landmarks: A Campus Walkthrough
Delve into the architectural and cultural landmarks of Lehigh University with this engaging guide. It
features insightful narratives about each site’s significance, from academic halls to art installations.
The book encourages readers to explore at their own pace while gaining a deeper appreciation of the
campus environment.

3. The Lehigh Experience: A Visitor’s Guide
Designed for first-time visitors, this guidebook provides a curated self-tour experience of Lehigh
University. Readers can enjoy suggested routes, historical anecdotes, and tips for making the most of
their visit. It also includes information on dining, campus events, and nearby attractions.

4. Walking Through Lehigh: A Self-Guided Campus Journey
This guide invites readers to embark on a walking tour of Lehigh University, focusing on both the
academic and social aspects of campus life. The book combines maps, photographs, and stories to
create an immersive exploration. It’s perfect for those who want to connect with the university’s spirit
and community.

5. Lehigh University: Architecture and History Tour



Explore the unique architectural styles and historical evolution of Lehigh University’s campus through
this detailed self-guided tour. The book highlights key buildings and their stories, shedding light on
the university’s development over the decades. A valuable resource for architecture enthusiasts and
history buffs.

6. A Day at Lehigh: Self-Guided Campus Highlights
Plan a perfect day at Lehigh University with this practical guide that outlines a self-paced tour of
campus highlights. It includes suggested timeframes, points of interest, and insider tips to enhance
the visitor experience. Ideal for families, prospective students, and casual tourists.

7. Lehigh’s Green Spaces: A Nature Lover’s Guide
Discover the natural beauty of Lehigh University’s green spaces with this self-guided tour focused on
gardens, parks, and outdoor art. The book emphasizes the importance of sustainability and
environmental stewardship within the campus community. Perfect for nature enthusiasts and those
seeking a peaceful retreat.

8. Lehigh University for Prospective Students: A Self-Guided Exploration
Tailored specifically for prospective students, this guide provides a self-directed tour that highlights
academic buildings, student life hubs, and essential services. It offers practical advice on navigating
the campus and making informed decisions about college life at Lehigh. A must-have for high school
seniors considering enrollment.

9. Cultural and Artistic Treasures of Lehigh University
This book showcases the diverse cultural and artistic installations found throughout Lehigh
University’s campus. Readers can follow a self-guided tour that explores murals, sculptures, and
performance spaces, learning about the artists and the stories behind their works. A vibrant
celebration of creativity within the university setting.
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