lds church history tours do it
yourself

lds church history tours do it yourself experiences offer a unique and
enriching way to explore the rich heritage of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. These self-guided journeys allow individuals and families
to immerse themselves in the historical sites, stories, and significant
events that shaped the church’s foundation. By planning your own LDS church
history tours do it yourself, you can customize your itinerary, control your
pace, and deepen your understanding of key locations such as Nauvoo, Palmyra,
and Salt Lake City. This approach not only enhances personal engagement but
also provides flexibility in scheduling and exploration. The following guide
will cover essential tips on planning, key destinations, recommended
resources, and practical advice for making the most of your LDS church
history tours do it yourself adventure.

Planning Your LDS Church History Tours Do It Yourself

Key Historic Sites to Include in Your Tour

Resources and Tools for a Successful Self-Guided Tour

Practical Tips for Traveling LDS Church History Sites

Planning Your LDS Church History Tours Do It
Yourself

Effective planning is crucial for a rewarding LDS church history tours do it
yourself experience. This process involves researching historical contexts,
selecting significant sites, arranging accommodations, and preparing
logistics. Since these tours are self-guided, thorough preparation ensures
that travelers maximize their time and gain meaningful insights at each
location. Understanding the historical timeline and geographical layout of
church history sites is foundational to creating an efficient and educational
itinerary.

Setting Objectives and Priorities

Begin by defining the goals of your LDS church history tours do it yourself.
Whether the focus is on early church pioneer history, the life of Joseph
Smith, or the migration to Utah, identifying your interests will shape your



route and stops. Prioritize sites based on their historical significance and
your available time. Incorporate a balance of well-known landmarks and
lesser-visited locations to enrich the experience.

Mapping Out the Itinerary

Use detailed maps and church history guides to chart a logical path between
sites. Consider geographic proximity to minimize travel time. Typical
starting points include Palmyra, New York, where the church was organized,
then moving westward to Kirtland, Ohio, Nauvoo, Illinois, and finally Salt
Lake City, Utah. Allow sufficient time at each site for tours, museums, and
reflection.

Budgeting and Scheduling

Estimate costs for transportation, lodging, meals, and entrance fees where
applicable. Scheduling flexibility is a key advantage of lds church history
tours do it yourself, but setting a general timetable helps maintain
momentum. Consider seasonal weather variations and special events that may
affect site accessibility or crowds.

Key Historic Sites to Include in Your Tour

Visiting significant locations associated with The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints brings history to life. Each site offers unique insights
into church origins, doctrines, and pioneer heritage. Selecting key sites
ensures a comprehensive understanding of LDS history during self-guided
tours.

Palmyra, New York

Palmyra is where Joseph Smith experienced the First Vision and where the
church was formally organized in 1830. Important sites include the Sacred
Grove, the Smith Family Farm, and the Palmyra Temple site. Visitors can
explore replicas of the original printing press and early meetinghouses,
providing context to foundational events.

Kirtland, Ohio



Kirtland served as the church’s headquarters in the early 1830s. Key
landmarks include the Kirtland Temple, the first temple built by the church,
and the Johnson Home. These sites highlight the development of early church
doctrines and community life. The Kirtland Visitor Center offers exhibits and
guided tours to enhance understanding.

Nauvoo, Illinois

Nauvoo was a pivotal settlement where the church grew rapidly despite
persecution. Tourists can visit the Nauvoo Temple, restored historic homes,
and the Red Brick Store. Walking through the historic district reveals the
challenges and triumphs faced by early members. The city’s rich pioneer
heritage is preserved through museums and reenactments.

Salt Lake City, Utah

Salt Lake City represents the culmination of the Mormon migration westward.
The Salt Lake Temple, Temple Square, and the Church History Museum are
central attractions. These sites detail the establishment of the modern
church and the development of the Intermountain West. Visitors gain
perspective on the ongoing legacy of the pioneer journey.

Resources and Tools for a Successful Self-
Guided Tour

Utilizing various resources and tools can greatly enhance the quality and
depth of LDS church history tours do it yourself. From printed guides to
mobile apps, these aids provide historical context, navigation help, and
educational content to enrich the experience.

Printed Guides and Books

Several authoritative books and guidebooks cover LDS church history and
provide detailed descriptions of key sites. Examples include church-published
history volumes and biographies of early leaders. Carrying printed materials
allows for offline reference during travel.



Mobile Applications and Online Resources

Modern technology offers interactive maps, audio tours, and virtual
reconstructions of historic locations. Mobile apps developed by the church or
independent historians provide GPS-based guidance and multimedia content.
Online archives and church websites supply up-to-date event information and
historical documents.

Local Visitor Centers and Museums

Many LDS historic sites feature visitor centers staffed by knowledgeable
volunteers and historians. These centers offer brochures, exhibits, and
educational talks that deepen visitors' understanding. Museums often host
artifacts and displays that bring church history to life.

Practical Tips for Traveling LDS Church History
Sites

Successful LDS church history tours do it yourself depend on practical
considerations that ensure safety, comfort, and meaningful engagement.
Attention to details such as transportation, accommodations, and respectful
behavior enhances the touring experience.

Transportation and Accessibility

Determine the best mode of transportation for your itinerary, whether by car,
bus, or a combination. Some historic sites are spread out and may require
driving, while others are accessible by walking or local transit. Check
accessibility options for individuals with mobility challenges.

Accommodation and Meals

Plan lodging in proximity to major sites to minimize daily travel time.
Options range from hotels and motels to bed and breakfasts with local charm.
Identify dining options nearby, including family-friendly restaurants and
facilities that accommodate dietary needs.



Respectful Behavior and Site Preservation

Many LDS historic sites are sacred or sensitive locations. Visitors should
adhere to guidelines regarding photography, noise levels, and interacting
with artifacts. Respect for the cultural and religious significance of these
places ensures their preservation for future generations.

Packing Essentials and Weather Considerations

Prepare for varying weather conditions depending on season and region. Pack
comfortable walking shoes, weather-appropriate clothing, water, and sun
protection. Carrying a notebook or digital device for recording observations
and reflections can enrich the personal experience.

Plan and prioritize key LDS historical sites

Utilize printed and digital resources for guidance

Prepare transportation and accommodations in advance

Respect site rules and cultural significance

Pack appropriately for comfort and safety

Frequently Asked Questions

What are LDS Church history tours do it yourself
options?

LDS Church history tours do it yourself options involve planning and visiting
significant historical sites related to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints independently, without booking through a formal tour company.

Which key LDS historical sites should I include in a
do it yourself tour?

Important LDS historical sites to include are Nauvoo, Illinois; Palmyra and
Fayette, New York; Kirtland, Ohio; and Salt Lake City, Utah. These locations
feature temples, visitor centers, and museums significant to church history.



How can I prepare for a DIY LDS Church history tour?

To prepare, research key historical sites, create an itinerary, check opening
hours, arrange accommodations, and gather resources like maps and church
publications to enhance your understanding during visits.

Are there online resources to help plan an LDS
Church history do it yourself tour?

Yes, official church websites, LDS historical site pages, travel blogs, and
apps like LDS Tools provide valuable information, maps, and suggested
itineraries for planning your own history tour.

What are the benefits of doing an LDS Church history
tour on your own?

DIY tours offer flexibility in timing, pacing, and focus areas, allowing a
personalized experience. They can be more cost-effective and provide
opportunities for spontaneous discovery and deeper personal reflection.

Can families with children easily do a do it
yourself LDS Church history tour?

Yes, many LDS historical sites are family-friendly with educational programs
and interactive exhibits. Planning rest stops and incorporating activities
can make the tour enjoyable for children of various ages.

Additional Resources

1. Exploring LDS Church History: A DIY Guide to Sacred Sites

This book offers a comprehensive do-it-yourself approach to visiting key
historical locations of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. It
includes detailed maps, travel tips, and historical background for each site.
Whether you’re planning a road trip or a local excursion, this guide helps
you connect with the rich heritage of the LDS faith.

2. Journey Through Mormon History: Self-Guided Tours of Pioneer Landmarks
Discover the legacy of the early Latter-day Saints with this detailed guide
to pioneer-era landmarks. The book features step-by-step itineraries,
historical context, and practical advice for travelers. It’s perfect for
history buffs and families interested in exploring LDS heritage on their own
schedule.

3. DIY LDS Heritage Trails: Mapping the Path of the Saints

This title focuses on creating personalized tours along the significant
routes taken by Mormon pioneers and church leaders. Readers will find
suggested stops, historical anecdotes, and tips for making the most of their



journey. The guide encourages a hands-on approach to learning about LDS
history through travel.

4. Walking with the Saints: A Self-Guided Tour of LDS Historic Sites
Explore the foundational sites of the LDS Church with this easy-to-follow
self-guided tour book. It highlights important locations in New York, Ohio,
Missouri, and Utah, providing insight into their significance. The book is
designed for individuals or groups who want to explore at their own pace.

5. Historic Mormon Trails: A DIY Travel Companion

This travel companion provides detailed information on the most important
Mormon trails, including the Mormon Pioneer Trail and the Nauvoo Trail.
Alongside maps and travel tips, readers will find stories of faith and
perseverance that bring history to life. It’s an essential resource for those
interested in LDS pioneer history.

6. From Palmyra to Salt Lake: A DIY LDS History Road Trip

Plan your own road trip tracing the early history of the LDS Church from its
beginnings in Palmyra, New York, to the Salt Lake Valley. The book includes
suggested routes, lodging recommendations, and historical insights to enrich
your journey. It’s ideal for travelers wanting a flexible and immersive
historical experience.

7. Discovering LDS Roots: A Self-Guided Exploration of Church History

This guide encourages readers to delve into the origins and growth of the LDS
Church by visiting key historical sites. It provides background stories,
travel logistics, and cultural context to deepen understanding. Perfect for
those who prefer to explore independently while gaining a thorough historical
perspective.

8. The LDS History Explorer: DIY Tours and Historical Insights

Combining travel guidance with rich historical narratives, this book invites
readers to explore significant LDS Church locations on their own. It offers
practical advice for planning tours and engaging with local history. The
guide is well-suited for both novice travelers and experienced history
enthusiasts.

9. Faith on the Move: A DIY Guide to LDS Church History Sites

This book highlights the movement and migration of early Latter-day Saints
through a series of self-guided tours. It emphasizes the spiritual and
cultural importance of various historic sites and provides tools for
independent exploration. Readers will gain a deeper appreciation of the LDS
Church’s journey through American history.
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