
love is the law love under will meaning

love is the law love under will meaning is a profound phrase that has intrigued scholars, spiritual seekers,
and students of esotericism for decades. Originating from the mystical and philosophical writings of Aleister
Crowley, this expression encapsulates a complex worldview where love and individual will are
intertwined as guiding principles. Understanding the love is the law love under will meaning requires
delving into its historical context, symbolic interpretations, and practical applications in modern spirituality
and occult philosophy. This article explores the phrase comprehensively, examining its roots in Thelema,
its significance within Crowley’s teachings, and how it influences contemporary spiritual practices. The
discussion also includes the broader implications of love and will as fundamental forces shaping human
experience and ethical frameworks. Readers will gain a detailed insight into the phrase’s layered meanings
and its enduring relevance.
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Historical Background of the Phrase
The phrase “love is the law love under will” originates from Aleister Crowley, a prominent figure in early
20th-century occultism and the founder of the philosophical system known as Thelema. The phrase first
appeared in Crowley’s work, The Book of the Law (Liber AL vel Legis), which is considered the central
sacred text of Thelema. This book was allegedly dictated to Crowley in 1904 during a mystical experience
in Cairo by a supernatural entity named Aiwass. The phrase succinctly expresses the core ethical and
metaphysical principles of Thelema, emphasizing both love and will as foundational laws of existence.

Understanding the historical context of this phrase involves recognizing Crowley’s rejection of traditional
religious dogma and his advocacy for a spiritual system that prioritizes individual freedom and self-
realization. The early 20th century was a period of immense social and intellectual change, and Crowley’s
ideas were part of a broader movement that sought to explore new spiritual frontiers. The phrase
encapsulates a radical vision where love is not merely an emotion but a cosmic principle that operates



under the sovereignty of the individual will.

Philosophical and Spiritual Interpretations
The phrase “love is the law love under will meaning” is often interpreted through multiple philosophical
and spiritual lenses. At its core, it suggests that love functions as a universal law or principle that governs
existence, but this law is exercised within the framework of one’s true will. The “will” here is not
ordinary desire or whim but a deeper, authentic purpose intrinsic to each individual’s nature.

Love as a Universal Principle
In many spiritual traditions, love is regarded as a fundamental force that connects all beings. Crowley’s
phrase aligns with this view but adds a unique dimension by qualifying love as “under will.” This implies
that love should not be blind or uncontrolled but directed and governed by conscious intent and purpose. It
elevates love from mere affection to a dynamic, guiding energy that is intertwined with conscious action.

Will as True Purpose
The concept of “will” in this context refers to the true will, which is distinct from superficial desires or
external expectations. True will is an individual’s authentic path or destiny, discovered through self-
knowledge and spiritual discipline. Within the Thelemic framework, following one’s true will is the
highest ethical imperative, and love serves as the law that enables and harmonizes this pursuit.

The Role of Love in Thelema
In Thelemic philosophy, love is not simply an emotional state but a cosmic principle that underpins the
universe’s order and harmony. The phrase “love is the law love under will meaning” highlights love’s
central role as a binding and creative force that must be consciously aligned with will.

Love as the Binding Force
Love in Thelema is often described as the force that binds the universe and the individual soul. It is the
glue that holds relationships, communities, and cosmic order together. This binding aspect of love is not
passive but active, requiring awareness and intentionality. Thelemic practitioners believe that love, when
expressed in alignment with will, becomes a transformative power that fosters spiritual growth and
fulfillment.

Love and Ethical Conduct
The ethical dimension of love in Thelema emphasizes respect for the will of others. Because every
individual has a unique true will, love must be expressed in a way that honors and supports others’ paths



rather than suppressing or controlling them. This leads to a moral framework based on mutual respect,
freedom, and responsibility, which challenges conventional moral systems.

Understanding the Concept of Will
The concept of “will” in the phrase “love is the law love under will meaning” is pivotal to understanding
its full significance. Will, in this context, transcends ordinary notions of desire or intent and refers
specifically to the true will—an individual’s fundamental purpose or destiny.

Defining True Will
True will is a central concept in Thelema and is defined as the unique and divine purpose that each person
is meant to fulfill. It is discovered through introspection, discipline, and spiritual practice. True will is not
arbitrary but harmonious with the universe’s order, and following it leads to ultimate freedom and self-
realization.

Will as a Guiding Principle
Will functions as a guiding principle that directs actions, decisions, and relationships. It demands clarity,
strength, and perseverance, distinguishing it from fleeting wishes or societal pressures. In the phrase “love
is the law love under will meaning,” the will ensures that love is purposeful and constructive rather than
chaotic or indulgent.

Interrelationship Between Love and Will
The interplay between love and will is the essence of the phrase “love is the law love under will
meaning.” It underscores a dynamic balance where love provides the law or principle, while will governs
its expression and direction.

Harmony Between Forces
Love and will are complementary forces that, when harmonized, lead to spiritual and personal fulfillment.
Love without will may become aimless or sentimental, while will without love may become domineering
or destructive. The phrase suggests that true spiritual law emerges from the integration of these two forces.

Implications for Personal Development
This interrelationship encourages individuals to cultivate both their capacity for love and their
understanding of their true will. It promotes self-awareness, ethical responsibility, and the conscious
alignment of desires with higher purpose. This balance is seen as essential for achieving authentic freedom
and meaningful existence.



Love as the guiding law of the universe

Will as the directing force of individual action

Integration of love and will as a path to spiritual harmony

Respect for others’ wills within the framework of love

Transformation of love through conscious willpower

Practical Applications and Influence
The phrase “love is the law love under will meaning” has influenced various spiritual, philosophical, and
cultural movements since its inception. Its practical applications are evident in personal development, ritual
practice, and ethical considerations within and beyond Thelemic circles.

Spiritual Practices
Many practitioners use the phrase as a mantra or guiding principle in meditation, ritual, and magical work.
It serves as a reminder to align emotional energies and actions with one’s deeper purpose, enhancing
spiritual effectiveness and personal empowerment.

Ethical and Social Influence
Ethically, the phrase promotes individual freedom balanced by mutual respect and love for others’
autonomy. It challenges rigid moral codes and encourages a more fluid, dynamic approach to ethics based on
true will and love’s guidance. This has resonated with modern spiritual communities that emphasize
personal sovereignty and compassionate coexistence.

Cultural Impact
Beyond spiritual circles, the phrase has permeated popular culture, literature, and art, symbolizing the
tension and harmony between passion and purpose. Its enigmatic nature continues to inspire interpretations
and adaptations that explore the human condition and the quest for meaning.

Frequently Asked Questions



What does the phrase 'Love is the law, love under will' mean?
'Love is the law, love under will' is a central tenet in Thelema, a spiritual philosophy developed by
Aleister Crowley. It means that love is the fundamental law guiding human behavior, but this love must
be exercised in accordance with one's true will or purpose.

Who coined the phrase 'Love is the law, love under will'?
The phrase was coined by Aleister Crowley, an influential occultist and founder of the religious philosophy
of Thelema, in his work 'The Book of the Law' (Liber AL vel Legis).

How does 'love under will' differ from unconditional love?
'Love under will' implies that love should be directed and controlled by one's true will or higher purpose,
rather than being unconditional or random. It emphasizes intentionality and alignment with one's deeper
spiritual path.

What is 'true will' in the context of 'love under will'?
In Thelema, 'true will' refers to an individual's unique, divine purpose or path in life, beyond ego or social
conditioning. Acting under true will means following this authentic purpose consciously.

How can understanding 'love is the law, love under will' impact personal
relationships?
Understanding this phrase encourages individuals to engage in relationships that support and respect each
partner's true will, fostering authentic and purposeful connections rather than possessive or conditional
love.

Is 'love is the law, love under will' related to any religious or spiritual
traditions?
Yes, it is primarily associated with Thelema, a spiritual philosophy founded by Aleister Crowley in the
early 20th century, which combines elements of mysticism, occultism, and individualism.

Can 'love under will' be applied in everyday life outside of Thelema?
Absolutely. The concept encourages mindful and purposeful love in all aspects of life, promoting
relationships and actions aligned with personal integrity and authentic desires, making it relevant beyond
its original spiritual context.



Additional Resources
1. Thelema: Love Under Will and the Law of Freedom
This book explores the core principles of Thelema, focusing on the phrase "Love is the law, love under
will." It delves into the philosophical and spiritual implications of aligning love with one's true will.
Readers will gain insight into how this law shapes personal freedom and ethical behavior within Thelemic
thought.

2. Understanding True Will: Love and Law in Esoteric Teachings
A comprehensive guide to the concept of True Will, this book examines how love functions within the
framework of willpower and destiny. It discusses the relationship between individual purpose and
universal law, emphasizing the harmony between love and will. The work is ideal for those seeking a
deeper understanding of esoteric traditions and personal empowerment.

3. Love is the Law: The Philosophy of Aleister Crowley
Focusing on Aleister Crowley’s famous dictum, this text analyzes the meaning behind "Love is the law,
love under will." It offers historical context and interpretative commentary on Crowley’s teachings. The
book is essential for students of occultism and modern mysticism.

4. Will, Love, and the Path to Self-Realization
This book bridges psychological and spiritual perspectives on the interplay between will and love. It
presents practical exercises to discover and align with one’s true will, while fostering authentic love.
Readers are guided through a transformative journey toward self-realization and intentional living.

5. The Law of Thelema: Love, Will, and the Quest for Freedom
An in-depth study of Thelemic law, this book highlights the significance of love as a guiding principle
under the sovereignty of will. It explores how embracing this law can lead to personal liberation and
ethical coherence. The author includes case studies and ritual practices to illustrate key concepts.

6. Love Under Will: Mystical Insights into Divine Law
This work examines mystical traditions that resonate with the idea of love governed by will. It compares
Thelema with other spiritual systems, revealing universal patterns in the understanding of divine law.
The book is a rich resource for seekers interested in comparative mysticism and metaphysics.

7. The Power of Will: Transforming Love into Sacred Law
Focusing on the transformative power of will, this book shows how love can be consciously directed to
manifest higher spiritual goals. It incorporates teachings from various esoteric schools and modern
psychology. Practical guidance helps readers harness willpower to deepen their experience of love.

8. Love as Law: Ethical Dimensions of Will and Desire
This philosophical treatise investigates the ethical implications of the phrase "Love is the law, love under
will." It discusses the balance between personal desire and moral responsibility within the framework of
free will. The book challenges readers to reconsider conventional notions of love and law.



9. Thelema and the Art of Living: Love, Will, and Spiritual Mastery
A practical manual for applying Thelemic principles in daily life, this book emphasizes the integration of
love and will for spiritual mastery. It includes meditations, rituals, and reflections designed to cultivate
awareness and intentionality. Suitable for both beginners and experienced practitioners, it offers a roadmap
to living in alignment with one’s true will.
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