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omega psi phi black history month is a significant observance highlighting
the enduring impact and contributions of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.
within the broader context of Black History Month. This article explores the
fraternity's origins, its historical and cultural significance during Black
History Month, and its ongoing commitment to community service and leadership
development. Omega Psi Phi, founded in 1911, has played a pivotal role in
empowering African American communities, making it a vital part of Black
history celebrations. By examining the fraternity’s legacy, achievements, and
special Black History Month initiatives, readers gain insight into how Omega
Psi Phi continues to honor African American heritage. The following sections
detail the fraternity’s history, key figures, cultural influence, and the
specific ways it observes Black History Month annually.

The History of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity

Omega Psi Phi’s Role in Black History Month

Notable Members and Their Contributions

Community Initiatives and Educational Programs

Celebrations and Events During Black History Month

The History of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. was founded on November 17, 1911, at Howard
University in Washington, D.C. It holds the distinction of being the first
fraternity established at a historically Black college. The fraternity’s
founding principles—manhood, scholarship, perseverance, and uplift—reflect
its dedication to fostering leadership and academic excellence among its
members. Omega Psi Phi was created to provide African American men with a
support network during a time of widespread social and racial challenges.
Over the decades, the fraternity expanded nationally and internationally,
establishing chapters that continue to promote these core values. The
organization has a rich legacy of advocacy, cultural pride, and community
development that aligns closely with the themes celebrated during Black
History Month.

Founding Principles and Early Years

The fraternity was founded by three Howard University students—Edgar Amos
Love, Oscar James Cooper, and Frank Coleman—and their faculty adviser, Dr.
Ernest Everett Just. These founders envisioned an organization that would
promote high standards of character and scholarship. The early years of Omega
Psi Phi were marked by efforts to combat racial discrimination and promote
African American empowerment through education and social action. The
fraternity’s motto and cardinal principles guided its initial growth and
established a framework for its future endeavors.



Expansion and Growth

Following its inception, Omega Psi Phi quickly expanded beyond Howard
University. By establishing chapters at other historically Black colleges and
universities (HBCUs), the fraternity helped create a nationwide network of
African American men committed to leadership and service. This expansion
played a crucial role in fostering solidarity and cultural pride during the
Jim Crow era and the civil rights movement, making Omega Psi Phi a prominent
institution in Black America.

Omega Psi Phi’s Role in Black History Month

During Black History Month, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity intensifies its efforts
to celebrate African American heritage and promote awareness of Black
history. The fraternity uses this period to highlight its historical
contributions and those of its members to American society. Omega Psi Phi
actively organizes educational programs, cultural events, and service
projects that honor the achievements of African Americans while addressing
contemporary issues faced by Black communities.

Educational Outreach and Awareness Campaigns

Omega Psi Phi chapters across the country host a variety of educational
initiatives during Black History Month. These programs often include
lectures, panel discussions, and workshops that focus on notable figures in
Black history, historical milestones, and ongoing social challenges. By
fostering dialogue and knowledge sharing, the fraternity helps ensure that
the significance of Black history remains visible and relevant.

Promoting African American Culture and Legacy

The fraternity also emphasizes the celebration of African American culture
through events that showcase Black art, music, literature, and history. These
cultural observances reinforce the importance of preserving Black heritage
and serve as a platform for community engagement. Omega Psi Phi’s role in
Black History Month is thus both commemorative and forward-looking, aiming to
inspire future generations.

Notable Members and Their Contributions

Omega Psi Phi boasts a distinguished roster of members who have made
significant contributions to civil rights, politics, arts, sports, and
education. The fraternity’s legacy is reflected in the accomplishments of
these individuals, who serve as role models and exemplify the fraternity’s
commitment to excellence and service.

Prominent Figures in Civil Rights and Politics

Several members of Omega Psi Phi played integral roles in the civil rights
movement and political advocacy. Their efforts helped dismantle segregation
and expand opportunities for African Americans nationwide. These leaders used



the fraternity’s platform to organize, educate, and mobilize communities
toward social justice.

Influential Artists, Athletes, and Scholars

The fraternity’s influence extends into cultural and academic fields, with
members achieving prominence in music, literature, sports, and academia.
These individuals have contributed to the enrichment of Black culture and the
elevation of African American representation in various professional arenas.

Langston Hughes – Renowned poet and social activist

Michael Jordan – Legendary basketball player and philanthropist

Thurgood Marshall – First African American Supreme Court Justice

Jesse Jackson – Civil rights leader and political figure

Shaquille O’Neal – NBA Hall of Famer and community advocate

Community Initiatives and Educational Programs

Omega Psi Phi’s commitment to service is evident through its numerous
community-based programs, many of which are highlighted during Black History
Month. These initiatives focus on mentorship, education, health, and economic
empowerment, addressing critical needs within African American communities.

Youth Mentorship and Leadership Development

The fraternity runs mentorship programs aimed at guiding young African
American men toward academic success and leadership roles. These programs
often include tutoring, college preparation, and life skills workshops
designed to prepare youth for future challenges.

Health Awareness and Economic Empowerment

Health initiatives during Black History Month focus on raising awareness
about disparities affecting African Americans, such as hypertension,
diabetes, and mental health. Economic empowerment programs promote financial
literacy, entrepreneurship, and career development, helping to build
stronger, self-sufficient communities.

Celebrations and Events During Black History
Month

Omega Psi Phi hosts a variety of events throughout Black History Month that
serve to educate, inspire, and unite communities. These celebrations are
characterized by a blend of cultural, educational, and service-oriented



activities.

Commemorative Ceremonies and Cultural Performances

Many chapters organize ceremonies that honor the fraternity’s founders and
prominent African American leaders. These events often feature keynote
speakers, musical performances, and artistic presentations that celebrate
Black history and culture.

Community Service and Volunteerism

Service projects are a hallmark of Omega Psi Phi’s Black History Month
activities. Members engage in volunteering efforts such as food drives,
neighborhood cleanups, and support for local schools. These acts of service
reflect the fraternity’s dedication to uplifting the communities it serves.

Educational workshops and lectures1.

Mentorship and youth engagement programs2.

Cultural celebrations and artistic showcases3.

Community service and outreach projects4.

Health screenings and wellness initiatives5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, and what is its
significance during Black History Month?

Omega Psi Phi is a historically African American fraternity founded in 1911
at Howard University. It plays a significant role during Black History Month
by celebrating African American heritage, promoting education, and supporting
community service initiatives.

How does Omega Psi Phi contribute to the celebration
of Black History Month?

Omega Psi Phi contributes by organizing events that highlight African
American achievements, hosting educational programs, providing scholarships,
and engaging in community service projects that uplift and empower Black
communities.

Who were the founders of Omega Psi Phi, and how are
they honored during Black History Month?

Omega Psi Phi was founded by Edgar Amos Love, Oscar James Cooper, Frank



Coleman, and the first initiate Ernest Everett Just. During Black History
Month, their legacy is honored through various fraternity events that
emphasize leadership, scholarship, and service.

What are some notable programs Omega Psi Phi
implements during Black History Month?

Notable programs include mentorship initiatives for youth, voter registration
drives, educational workshops on African American history, and cultural
celebrations that foster pride and awareness in the Black community.

How does Omega Psi Phi support education and
scholarship during Black History Month?

The fraternity awards scholarships to deserving students, hosts academic
forums, and encourages educational excellence as a means to empower young
African Americans and honor the intellectual contributions of Black leaders
throughout history.

In what ways does Omega Psi Phi promote community
service during Black History Month?

Omega Psi Phi promotes community service by organizing health fairs, food
drives, neighborhood clean-ups, and partnerships with local organizations to
address social issues affecting African American communities during Black
History Month and beyond.

Additional Resources
1. Omega Psi Phi: Brotherhood and Legacy
This book explores the rich history and enduring legacy of Omega Psi Phi, one
of the first African American fraternities. It delves into the organization's
founding principles, notable members, and its impact on black communities
throughout history. The narrative highlights how the fraternity has fostered
leadership, scholarship, and service among African American men.

2. Champions of Change: Omega Psi Phi and the Civil Rights Movement
This compelling work chronicles the role Omega Psi Phi members played in the
Civil Rights Movement. It presents stories of fraternity brothers who were
activists, leaders, and change-makers fighting for equality. The book also
examines how the fraternity’s ideals motivated social justice efforts during
a pivotal era in black history.

3. Omega Psi Phi’s Influence on Black Culture and Education
Focusing on the fraternity’s contributions to education and cultural
development, this book highlights initiatives and programs spearheaded by
Omega Psi Phi. It discusses scholarships, mentorship, and cultural events
that have empowered generations of African American youth. Readers gain
insight into the fraternity’s commitment to academic excellence and cultural
pride.

4. Phi Psi Pioneers: Trailblazers of Omega Psi Phi
This biographical collection celebrates the lives of prominent Omega Psi Phi
members who have made significant contributions in various fields such as
politics, sports, arts, and science. Each chapter provides an inspiring look



at how fraternity values propelled these men to success while uplifting their
communities.

5. Omega Psi Phi and Black Fraternalism: A Historical Perspective
This scholarly work situates Omega Psi Phi within the broader context of
black fraternal organizations. It examines the fraternity’s origins, growth,
and social impact over the decades. The book also discusses the challenges
and triumphs of black fraternities in a segregated and evolving American
society.

6. Brotherhood in Action: Omega Psi Phi’s Community Service Initiatives
Highlighting the fraternity’s dedication to service, this book details
various community projects and outreach programs led by Omega Psi Phi
chapters. From voter registration drives to health awareness campaigns, the
fraternity’s commitment to uplifting black communities is showcased. The
narrative underscores the power of collective action in fostering positive
change.

7. The Omega Psi Phi Story: Celebrating Black Excellence
This celebratory volume honors the achievements of Omega Psi Phi and its
members throughout history. Filled with photographs, testimonials, and
historical documents, it presents a vivid portrait of a fraternity dedicated
to excellence in all endeavors. The book serves as both a tribute and an
educational resource for Black History Month.

8. Legacy of Leadership: Omega Psi Phi’s Role in African American Empowerment
Focusing on leadership development, this book explores how Omega Psi Phi has
cultivated influential leaders in various sectors. It analyzes leadership
programs, mentorship, and the fraternity’s philosophy of building men of
character. The work emphasizes how leadership within Omega Psi Phi has
contributed to the broader empowerment of African Americans.

9. Omega Psi Phi and the Arts: Celebrating Black Creativity
This book delves into the fraternity’s promotion of arts and culture within
the black community. It highlights members who are poets, musicians, visual
artists, and performers, showcasing how the fraternity supports creative
expression. The narrative illustrates the intersection of brotherhood and
artistic excellence as a vital part of black heritage.
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