
ole miss qb history
ole miss qb history is a captivating journey through the legacy of
quarterbacks who have shaped the University of Mississippi's football
program. This history encompasses decades of athletic prowess, leadership,
and significant contributions to college football. From early pioneers to
record-setting stars, the Ole Miss quarterbacks have consistently drawn
national attention. Understanding this lineage provides insight into the
evolution of offensive strategies and the program’s impact on the sport. This
article explores the key figures in Ole Miss QB history, their achievements,
and the broader influence they have had on the Rebels and beyond. The story
of Ole Miss quarterbacks is one of resilience, talent, and lasting influence
in collegiate football.
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Early Years of Ole Miss Quarterbacks
The foundation of the Ole Miss QB history was laid in the early 20th century
when the football program first began to gain prominence. During these
formative years, the quarterback position was evolving alongside the sport
itself. Ole Miss quarterbacks were primarily field generals, responsible for
directing the offense in a run-heavy era. The style of play emphasized
leadership, toughness, and strategic decision-making on the field. Although
passing was not as prevalent as it is today, Ole Miss QBs demonstrated early
flashes of the passing game that would later become central to their role.

Key Figures in the Early Period
Several quarterbacks stood out during the early years of Ole Miss football,
setting the stage for future success. These early athletes contributed to the
Rebels’ competitive spirit and helped establish the quarterback role as
critical to team success. Their ability to adapt to changing rules and
offensive schemes was pivotal in Ole Miss’s development as a football
program.



Development of Offensive Schemes
In the early decades, Ole Miss quarterbacks operated within the single-wing
and later the T-formation offenses. These schemes required the QB to not only
pass but also run and block, showcasing versatility. This period was crucial
in developing the skill set that would define many of Ole Miss’s successful
quarterbacks in later years.

Legendary Quarterbacks and Their Impact
Ole Miss QB history is marked by legendary figures whose performances left an
indelible mark on the program and college football at large. These players
elevated the Rebels to national prominence through their talent, leadership,
and record-setting achievements. Their legacies continue to inspire new
generations of players and fans alike.

Archie Manning: The Iconic Rebel
Archie Manning is undoubtedly the most celebrated quarterback in Ole Miss
history. Playing from 1968 to 1970, Manning redefined the quarterback
position with his exceptional athleticism and arm strength. He was a two-time
All-American and led Ole Miss to numerous victories, setting multiple school
records. Manning’s impact extended beyond college, as his NFL career and
family legacy further solidified his place in football history.

Other Notable Legends
While Archie Manning stands as a towering figure, other Ole Miss quarterbacks
have made significant contributions. Players such as Charlie Conerly, who
played in the 1940s, and later Rebels like Doug Elmore helped build the
program’s reputation. These quarterbacks were known for their leadership and
ability to perform in high-pressure situations.

Modern Era Quarterbacks at Ole Miss
The modern era of Ole Miss QB history showcases a blend of traditional
leadership and dynamic, high-powered offensive production. Starting in the
late 20th century and continuing into the 21st, Ole Miss quarterbacks have
adapted to evolving offensive trends, including spread offenses and pass-
heavy schemes. This era is defined by quarterbacks who combine mobility with
precision passing to challenge defenses nationally.



Notable Quarterbacks of the 2000s and 2010s
Quarterbacks such as Eli Manning, nephew of Archie Manning, carried on the
family tradition with remarkable success at Ole Miss before becoming a two-
time Super Bowl MVP in the NFL. Other notable modern-era QBs include Bo
Wallace, Chad Kelly, and Matt Corral, each bringing unique skills that
contributed to the Rebels’ competitive edge in the Southeastern Conference
(SEC).

Evolution of Playing Style
Modern Ole Miss quarterbacks often operate in fast-paced, high-scoring
offenses. The incorporation of read-option plays, shotgun formations, and
increased passing attempts highlight the shift from the run-heavy offenses of
the past. This evolution reflects broader changes in college football and has
allowed Ole Miss quarterbacks to showcase their athleticism and passing
accuracy.

Statistical Highlights and Records
Ole Miss QB history is rich with statistical achievements that highlight the
skill and impact of its quarterbacks. These records reflect both individual
excellence and the offensive philosophies of different eras. Understanding
these statistics provides a deeper appreciation for the players’
contributions and the progression of the program.

Passing Records
Many Ole Miss quarterbacks hold school records for passing yards, touchdowns,
and completion percentage. For example, Archie Manning set numerous records
during his tenure, many of which stood for decades. More recently,
quarterbacks like Matt Corral have challenged these records with impressive
performances, signaling the continued evolution of Ole Miss’s aerial attack.

Rushing Contributions
In addition to passing, several Ole Miss quarterbacks have been significant
rushing threats. Mobility has become an increasingly important attribute,
with quarterbacks accumulating substantial rushing yards and touchdowns. This
dual-threat capability has been a defining characteristic of several modern
Ole Miss QBs.



List of Notable Statistical Achievements

Archie Manning’s career passing yards and total offense records

Eli Manning’s single-season passing yards and touchdown records

Matt Corral’s record-setting single-game passing performance

Bo Wallace’s leadership in passing efficiency

Chad Kelly’s combined passing and rushing touchdowns in a single season

Influence of Ole Miss QBs on Professional
Football
The impact of Ole Miss quarterbacks extends beyond college football into the
professional ranks. Several Rebels quarterbacks have transitioned
successfully to the NFL, influencing the game at the highest level. Their
collegiate experiences at Ole Miss prepared them for the physical and mental
demands of professional football.

Successful NFL Careers
Archie Manning’s NFL career with teams like the New Orleans Saints laid the
groundwork for his sons, Peyton and Eli Manning, who also became legendary
quarterbacks, though they played at the University of Tennessee and Ole Miss
respectively. Eli Manning’s NFL success, highlighted by two Super Bowl MVP
awards, underscores the quality of quarterback development at Ole Miss. Other
Ole Miss alumni have also made notable contributions in the NFL, further
enhancing the program’s reputation.

Legacy and Mentorship
Many former Ole Miss quarterbacks remain involved in football as coaches,
commentators, or mentors. Their ongoing influence helps to develop future
generations of players and keeps the rich tradition of Ole Miss QB history
alive. This legacy ensures that the program continues to attract talented
quarterbacks who aspire to reach similar heights.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who was the first starting quarterback for Ole Miss
football?
The first recognized starting quarterback for Ole Miss was Thad Vann, who
played in the 1930s.

Which Ole Miss quarterback won the Heisman Trophy?
Archie Manning is the most famous Ole Miss quarterback, but no Ole Miss
quarterback has won the Heisman Trophy.

Who holds the Ole Miss record for most passing yards
in a single season?
Chad Kelly holds the Ole Miss record for most passing yards in a single
season with 3,713 yards in 2016.

Which Ole Miss quarterback was known as 'The Babe'
and played in the 1960s?
Jake Gibbs, nicknamed 'The Babe,' was a notable Ole Miss quarterback in the
early 1960s.

Who was the Ole Miss quarterback during their 1960
national championship season?
Jake Gibbs was the Ole Miss quarterback during their 1960 national
championship season.

Which Ole Miss quarterback led the team to an SEC
Championship in 1962?
Gary Barnes was the Ole Miss quarterback who helped lead the team to the SEC
Championship in 1962.

How has Ole Miss quarterback recruiting trended in
recent years?
Ole Miss has focused on recruiting dual-threat quarterbacks and has seen an
increase in highly rated quarterback recruits in recent years.

Who is the current starting quarterback for Ole Miss
as of the 2024 season?
As of the 2024 season, the starting quarterback for Ole Miss is Jaxson Dart,
known for his strong arm and mobility.



Additional Resources
1. Rebel Signal Callers: The Legacy of Ole Miss Quarterbacks
This book chronicles the history of Ole Miss quarterbacks from the early days
of the program to the modern era. It highlights key players who shaped the
team’s identity and led the Rebels to memorable victories. Through
interviews, game analyses, and historical context, readers gain insight into
how the quarterback position evolved at Ole Miss.

2. Hotty Toddy Heroes: The Greatest Ole Miss QBs of All Time
A celebration of the most iconic quarterbacks in Ole Miss football history,
this book delves into the careers of legends like Archie Manning and Eli
Manning. It explores their impact on the program, their records, and their
contributions both on and off the field. Fans will appreciate detailed
anecdotes and rare photographs.

3. From Oxford to the NFL: Ole Miss Quarterbacks Who Made It Big
Focusing on Ole Miss quarterbacks who transitioned to professional football,
this book examines their journeys from college stardom to the NFL. It
provides a detailed look at their college careers, draft experiences, and
professional achievements. The narrative also covers challenges they faced
and their lasting influence on the game.

4. Quarterback Chronicles: Ole Miss Through the Years
This comprehensive history traces the development of Ole Miss football
through its quarterbacks, highlighting key seasons and pivotal moments. The
book combines statistics, player profiles, and coaching strategies to paint a
full picture of how quarterbacks have driven the Rebels’ success. It offers
both historical depth and engaging storytelling.

5. Archie Manning and the Rebel Quarterbacks Before and After
Centered around the legendary Archie Manning, this book examines his era and
the quarterbacks who came before and after him at Ole Miss. It provides a
detailed look at how Manning set new standards for the position and
influenced those who followed. The book also reflects on the cultural and
social changes shaping college football during his time.

6. Ole Miss QB Playmakers: Rising Stars and Unsung Heroes
Highlighting not only the stars but also the lesser-known quarterbacks who
contributed to Ole Miss football, this book uncovers stories of perseverance
and determination. It profiles young talents, backups who stepped up in
crucial moments, and players who left a mark despite limited playing time.
The narrative celebrates the depth and resilience of Ole Miss quarterbacks.

7. Passing Tradition: The Evolution of Ole Miss Quarterbacks
This book traces the tactical and technical evolution of the quarterback role
at Ole Miss, from run-heavy offenses to modern passing schemes. It explores
how coaching philosophies and player skills adapted over decades to keep the
Rebels competitive. Readers will find detailed analyses of play styles,
formations, and key games.



8. Rebel Arms: The Story of Ole Miss Quarterbacks in SEC Football
Focusing on Ole Miss quarterbacks’ performances within the highly competitive
Southeastern Conference, this book highlights memorable SEC matchups and
rivalries. It details how Rebel quarterbacks have fared against top defenses
and their contributions to the team’s standing in the conference. The book
offers a mix of game recaps, player insights, and SEC history.

9. The Manning Legacy and Beyond: Ole Miss Quarterback Families
Exploring the unique phenomenon of football families at Ole Miss, this book
centers on the Manning family and other quarterback lineages associated with
the program. It discusses the pressures and expectations faced by these
players and their impact on Ole Miss football culture. The narrative also
includes interviews with family members and coaches.
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