
only qb in nfl history

only qb in nfl history is a phrase that often sparks curiosity and debate among football enthusiasts
and analysts alike. The National Football League has seen numerous quarterbacks who have left
indelible marks on the sport, but certain players stand out as unique in various aspects of their
careers. This article delves into the quarterbacks who are considered the only ones in NFL history to
achieve specific milestones, records, or distinctions. From statistical achievements to historic
performances and rare feats, understanding these unique quarterbacks provides insight into the
evolution and impact of the position. The discussion will cover the criteria that define these
exceptional players, highlight their notable accomplishments, and explore why they remain
unmatched in NFL history. This comprehensive examination aims to provide a detailed and
authoritative perspective on the only quarterbacks in NFL history to reach unparalleled heights.
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Defining the Only QB in NFL History
Identifying the only qb in nfl history involves understanding the unique and singular achievements
that set certain quarterbacks apart from their peers. This definition can include being the sole player
to accomplish a specific feat, hold an exclusive record, or perform in a way that no other
quarterback has matched. The criteria for such uniqueness often encompass career statistics, playoff
performances, awards, and historical context within the league’s timeline. Recognizing these
quarterbacks requires a comprehensive analysis of NFL records, game situations, and individual
contributions that highlight their one-of-a-kind status. It is important to distinguish between
commonly held records and those that belong exclusively to one individual, underscoring their
exceptional place in NFL lore.

Criteria for Uniqueness
The evaluation of what makes a quarterback the only qb in nfl history to achieve a certain
distinction is based on several factors:

Exclusive statistical records not matched by any other quarterback.

Unique game performances, such as perfect passer ratings in critical situations.



First or only player to win specific awards or championships under distinct circumstances.

Innovations or pioneering roles that changed quarterback play styles.

Longevity combined with singular achievements unmatched by contemporaries.

Examples of Uniqueness in NFL Quarterbacks
Examples include quarterbacks who have thrown for the most consecutive games with a touchdown
pass, those who led their teams to undefeated seasons, or others who set unprecedented records in
playoff history. Such examples illustrate the broad spectrum of what constitutes being the only
quarterback in NFL history in various contexts.

Historic Milestones Achieved by Unique QBs
Throughout NFL history, several quarterbacks have reached historic milestones that no other player
has equaled, earning them the distinction of being the only qb in nfl history to achieve those feats.
These milestones often highlight the quarterback’s skill, leadership, and ability to perform under
pressure.

Undefeated Seasons and Perfect Records
One of the most celebrated historic milestones is leading a team to an undefeated regular season
and a Super Bowl victory. This rare achievement is a hallmark of excellence and dominance in the
league. The quarterback responsible for such a feat is often regarded as the only qb in nfl history
to have orchestrated a perfect campaign, combining talent with consistency and resilience.

Most Consecutive Games with a Touchdown Pass
Another historic milestone is the record for the most consecutive games with at least one touchdown
pass. This record emphasizes a quarterback’s sustained performance and ability to contribute to the
offense game after game. Holding this record places a quarterback uniquely in NFL history, as no
other has matched this streak.

First to Achieve Specific Statistical Benchmarks
Some quarterbacks are noted for being the first to reach significant career milestones, such as
surpassing a particular number of passing yards, touchdowns, or completions. Being the inaugural
player to achieve these statistical markers solidifies their status as the only qb in nfl history at
that time.



Statistical Records Held by Singular Quarterbacks
Statistical records form a critical part of what defines the only qb in nfl history in various
categories. These records often stand the test of time due to their difficulty and the exceptional
talent required to set them.

Career Passing Yards and Touchdowns
Some quarterbacks hold the record for the highest career passing yards or touchdown passes,
distinguishing themselves as the only players to reach such heights. These career totals reflect both
exceptional skill and longevity in the league.

Single-Game Records
Unique single-game performances, such as the most passing yards or touchdown passes in a single
contest, are also part of the exclusive achievements that define the only quarterbacks in NFL
history. These performances often occur in critical games, amplifying their significance.

Completion Percentage and Efficiency Records
Efficiency-related records, such as the highest completion percentage over a season or career, or the
best passer rating in NFL history, mark quarterbacks who have perfected the art of precise and
effective passing. Holding these records underscores their unique skill set among NFL quarterbacks.

Notable Only QBs in NFL Playoff and Super Bowl
History
Playoff and Super Bowl performances are often where quarterbacks cement their legacies. Some
have achieved singular distinctions in these high-stakes environments, making them the only qb in
nfl history to reach specific milestones in postseason play.

Only QB to Win Multiple Super Bowls with Different Teams
Winning Super Bowls with multiple franchises is a rare and challenging accomplishment. The
quarterback who alone has done this demonstrates adaptability, leadership, and consistent
excellence, marking a unique place in NFL history.

Exclusive Playoff Passing Records
Some quarterbacks hold playoff records that no other player has matched, such as most touchdown
passes in a single postseason or highest passer rating across multiple playoff appearances. These
records highlight their ability to perform at the highest level when it matters most.



Only QB to Lead a Game-Winning Drive in Multiple Super
Bowls
Executing game-winning drives in the Super Bowl is a testament to a quarterback’s poise and clutch
performance. Being the only quarterback to achieve this feat multiple times sets them apart in NFL
lore.

Impact of Only QBs on the Evolution of the Position
The quarterbacks considered the only qb in nfl history in various respects often influence the
broader evolution of the quarterback position. Their playing styles, strategic approaches, and
leadership qualities inspire changes in how the role is perceived and executed.

Innovations in Play Style and Strategy
Certain quarterbacks pioneered new techniques, such as extending plays with mobility, adopting
more aggressive passing tactics, or mastering complex offensive schemes. These innovations have
redefined quarterback play and set new standards for future players.

Setting New Benchmarks for Leadership and Consistency
The leadership displayed by these unique quarterbacks on and off the field establishes new
benchmarks for professionalism and team dynamics. Their consistency in high-pressure situations
raises expectations for the role of a quarterback in the NFL.

Influence on Drafting and Development of Future QBs
The success and unique accomplishments of these quarterbacks impact scouting and development
practices. NFL teams often seek to replicate traits seen in these only quarterbacks, influencing how
future prospects are evaluated and trained.

Unique records and milestones highlight the exceptional nature of certain quarterbacks.1.

Statistical achievements provide measurable evidence of singular performance levels.2.

Playoff and Super Bowl successes define legacies and historical significance.3.

Innovations and leadership contribute to the ongoing evolution of the quarterback role.4.

The influence of these quarterbacks extends beyond their careers, shaping the future of the5.
NFL.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the only quarterback in NFL history to win five Super
Bowl MVP awards?
Tom Brady is the only quarterback in NFL history to win five Super Bowl MVP awards.

Who is the only quarterback in NFL history to throw for over
500 touchdowns?
Tom Brady is the only quarterback in NFL history to throw for over 500 touchdown passes.

Who is the only quarterback in NFL history to play in 10 Super
Bowls?
Tom Brady is the only quarterback in NFL history to play in 10 Super Bowls.

Who is the only quarterback in NFL history to have a perfect
passer rating in multiple Super Bowls?
Joe Montana is the only quarterback in NFL history to have a perfect passer rating in multiple Super
Bowls.

Who is the only quarterback in NFL history to rush for over
1,000 yards and pass for over 4,000 yards in a single season?
Lamar Jackson is the only quarterback in NFL history to rush for over 1,000 yards and pass for over
4,000 yards in a single season.

Additional Resources
1. “The Quarterback: A History of the NFL’s Field Generals”
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the evolution of the quarterback position in the
NFL. From the early days of the league to the modern era, it highlights legendary QBs and their
impact on the game. Readers will find detailed player profiles, key moments, and strategic
developments that shaped the role of the quarterback.

2. “Tom Brady: The GOAT’s Journey to NFL Immortality”
Focused on the career of Tom Brady, this biography chronicles his rise from a sixth-round draft pick
to becoming one of the greatest quarterbacks in NFL history. The book explores his leadership, work
ethic, and the records he set along the way. It also delves into his numerous Super Bowl victories
and his influence on the game.

3. “Joe Montana: The Comeback Kid and the Art of Clutch”
This title captures the essence of Joe Montana’s career, emphasizing his calm demeanor and ability



to perform under pressure. The book details his four Super Bowl wins with the San Francisco 49ers
and his role in popularizing the West Coast offense. It offers insight into Montana’s technique and
mental toughness that made him a legend.

4. “The Rise of Patrick Mahomes: Revolutionizing the QB Position”
Highlighting the young star Patrick Mahomes, this book examines how his unique skill set and
improvisational style have changed modern quarterback play. It covers his record-breaking
performances, MVP awards, and Super Bowl success with the Kansas City Chiefs. The narrative also
explores how Mahomes blends athleticism with innovative play-calling.

5. “Brett Favre: Gunslinger of the Gridiron”
This book explores the career of Brett Favre, one of the most durable and passionate quarterbacks
in NFL history. Known for his strong arm and fearless playing style, Favre’s journey includes
numerous records and a Super Bowl championship. The biography provides a deep dive into his
personality, challenges, and legendary moments.

6. “The Anatomy of a Quarterback: Skills, Strategy, and Success in the NFL”
A more technical look at what makes an NFL quarterback successful, this book breaks down the
physical and mental skills required at the position. It includes interviews with coaches and players,
film study examples, and training techniques. The book is a valuable resource for fans and aspiring
quarterbacks alike.

7. “Drew Brees: Precision Passing and Leadership”
Focusing on Drew Brees, this biography highlights his incredible accuracy and leadership qualities
that defined his career. The book traces his journey from college star to Super Bowl champion with
the New Orleans Saints. It also discusses his impact on the community and the game’s passing
evolution.

8. “Elway: The Dual-Threat Quarterback Who Changed the Game”
This book details John Elway’s career as a quarterback known for both his arm talent and rushing
ability. It covers his tenacity, two Super Bowl titles, and his role in shaping the quarterback position
to include mobility. Readers gain insight into Elway’s leadership and legacy in NFL history.

9. “Lombardi’s Legacy: How Quarterbacks Built NFL Dynasties”
Examining the quarterbacks who led their teams to multiple championships, this book connects
legendary QBs with the dynasties they created. From Bart Starr to Terry Bradshaw, it explores how
quarterback leadership and skill were central to sustained success. The narrative combines
historical context with personal stories of these iconic players.
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