st george family history center

st george family history center is a vital resource for genealogists, historians, and individuals
interested in tracing their ancestry. Located in St. George, Utah, this center offers extensive records,
expert assistance, and state-of-the-art technology to facilitate family history research. The center is
part of the larger Family History Library network, providing access to a vast collection of genealogical
materials from around the world. Visitors to the St George Family History Center benefit from a
welcoming environment equipped with computers, microfilm readers, and a variety of reference
materials. Whether beginners or experienced researchers, individuals can find valuable tools and
guidance to uncover their family’s past. This article explores the services, resources, and unique
features of the St George Family History Center, as well as tips for making the most of a visit. The
following sections outline the main aspects of this important genealogical facility.

e QOverview of the St George Family History Center
e Research Resources Available

e Services and Assistance Provided

¢ Using Technology at the Center

e Visiting Information and Tips

Overview of the St George Family History Center

The St George Family History Center is part of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints’
worldwide network of family history centers. It serves the local community and visitors by providing
access to genealogical records and expert help. The center is designed to support individuals in
discovering their lineage through a comprehensive collection of documents, databases, and other
genealogical tools. The facility is staffed by knowledgeable volunteers who assist with research
guestions and offer guidance on how to navigate genealogical resources effectively. The St George
Family History Center also participates in community outreach by hosting workshops and events
related to family history research. Its strategic location in St. George makes it accessible to residents
of southern Utah and neighboring regions.

History and Mission

The center was established with the mission to preserve family histories and promote genealogical
research. St George has a rich pioneer heritage, making the center’s role especially significant in
preserving regional and family histories. The center aims to provide free access to genealogical
records and foster a supportive environment for learning about ancestry. It aligns with the broader
mission of the Family History Library system to connect families across generations through shared
heritage.



Community Role

Beyond research, the St George Family History Center acts as a hub for genealogical education and
community engagement. It offers regular classes and seminars on research techniques, use of digital
tools, and understanding historical records. This engagement helps to build genealogical skills
throughout the community and encourages preservation of local history.

Research Resources Available

The resources at the St George Family History Center are extensive and designed to meet the needs
of diverse genealogical research interests. These resources include both physical and digital materials
from various geographic regions and time periods.

Genealogical Records and Collections

The center provides access to a vast array of primary and secondary records such as:

e Census records

Birth, marriage, and death certificates

Immigration and naturalization documents

Church and parish registers

Military service records

Land and probate records

Newspapers and obituaries

These collections span multiple countries and centuries, enabling in-depth research into family
histories regardless of origin.

Digital Databases and Online Catalogs

Patrons have access to subscription-based genealogical websites and databases through the center’s
computers. These include platforms that aggregate historical records, family trees, and other valuable
data. Access to the FamilySearch digital catalog and other specialized genealogical databases is a
significant benefit of visiting the St George Family History Center.

Microfilm and Microfiche Resources

The center houses a large collection of microfilm and microfiche containing historical documents that
have not yet been digitized. Microfilm readers and printers are available for use, allowing researchers



to view and copy important records that may not be accessible elsewhere.

Services and Assistance Provided

Expert assistance and personalized support are key components of the St George Family History
Center’s offerings. Staffed primarily by trained volunteers, the center ensures that visitors receive
help tailored to their research needs.

Research Consultation

Visitors can receive one-on-one assistance from volunteers experienced in genealogical research
methods and record interpretation. These consultations help newcomers overcome common obstacles
and guide advanced researchers toward new sources.

Workshops and Classes

Regularly scheduled educational sessions cover topics such as:

Using genealogical software

Effective search strategies

Understanding historical contexts and record types

DNA testing and analysis for genealogy

These classes provide valuable skills for conducting independent research and maximizing the use of
available resources.

Printing and Copying Services

The center offers facilities to print or photocopy genealogical documents for personal research
purposes. This service is essential for compiling and preserving family history data.

Using Technology at the Center

Technology plays a critical role in modern genealogical research, and the St George Family History
Center is equipped with the latest tools to enhance research efficiency and accessibility.



Computer Workstations

The center provides multiple computer stations with internet access and pre-installed genealogy
software. These workstations allow users to explore vast digital databases, build family trees, and
organize research findings.

Microfilm Readers and Scanners

Microfilm readers enable viewing of older records, while scanners allow users to digitize documents
for easier analysis and sharing. These technologies bridge the gap between traditional archival
materials and digital research methods.

Access to FamilySearch and Other Platforms

FamilySearch, the world’s largest free genealogical database, is a primary resource accessible at the
center. Researchers benefit from unlimited access to records, family trees, and collaborative tools on-
site. Other subscription databases may also be available, providing a comprehensive research
experience.

Visiting Information and Tips

Planning a visit to the St George Family History Center can optimize research results and overall
experience. Understanding operational details and best practices is essential.

Location and Hours

The center is located conveniently in St. George, Utah. It operates on a regular schedule, typically
open several days a week with extended hours on certain days. Checking current hours before visiting
is recommended to ensure access.

Preparing for a Visit

To make the most of a visit, researchers should:

1. Gather known family information such as names, dates, and places
2. Formulate specific research questions or goals
3. Bring identification if required for access or copying services

4. Allocate sufficient time to explore resources thoroughly



Etiquette and Policies

Visitors are encouraged to follow center policies regarding the use of equipment and handling of
materials. Respect for quiet study areas and courteous interaction with volunteers ensures a
productive environment for all users.

Frequently Asked Questions

What services does the St George Family History Center offer?

The St George Family History Center provides access to genealogical records, research assistance,
and resources such as microfilms, books, and computers to help individuals trace their family history.

Where is the St George Family History Center located?

The St George Family History Center is located in St George, Utah, typically affiliated with The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Are appointments required to visit the St George Family
History Center?

Appointments are generally not required, but it is recommended to check their current hours and
policies online or by phone before visiting.

Can | access digital genealogical records at the St George
Family History Center?

Yes, the center provides access to many digital genealogical databases and resources, including
FamilySearch.org and other subscription services.

Is there any cost associated with using the St George Family
History Center?

Use of the Family History Center is free of charge, although some external subscription databases
accessed through the center might require a fee.

What kind of help can | expect from staff or volunteers at the
St George Family History Center?

Staff and volunteers can help with navigating genealogical databases, using microfilm readers,
understanding research methods, and locating specific records.

Does the St George Family History Center offer classes or



workshops?

Yes, the center often hosts classes, workshops, and seminars on genealogy research techniques and
family history topics.

Can | use the St George Family History Center resources
remotely?

While many resources are available online via FamilySearch.org, some materials and equipment are
only accessible in person at the center.

Is the St George Family History Center affiliated with the LDS
Church?

Yes, the St George Family History Center is affiliated with The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints and is part of the worldwide network of Family History Centers operated by the church.

Additional Resources

1. The St. George Family History Center: A Comprehensive Guide

This book offers an in-depth overview of the resources available at the St. George Family History
Center. It includes step-by-step instructions on how to access genealogical records, utilize online
databases, and conduct effective family history research. Ideal for beginners and experienced
genealogists alike, it serves as a practical manual to maximize the use of the center’s services.

2. Tracing Ancestors at the St. George Family History Center

Focused on strategies for uncovering lineage, this book highlights key collections and archives housed
at the St. George Family History Center. It explains how to navigate census records, birth and death
certificates, and immigration files. Readers will find tips on overcoming common research challenges
specific to the region’s history.

3. Preserving Your Heritage: Family History Research at St. George

This title emphasizes the importance of preserving family stories and documents. It guides readers
through the process of documenting genealogical findings and creating family trees using the
resources at the St. George Family History Center. The book also discusses oral history techniques
and digital preservation methods.

4. Records and Relics: Unlocking St. George’s Past

Delve into the rich historical archives available at the St. George Family History Center with this
engaging book. It provides insight into rare records, such as land deeds, church registers, and military
service documents. The book encourages researchers to explore beyond basics and uncover hidden
family history treasures.

5. Genealogy Workshops and Classes at St. George Family History Center

This book outlines the educational programs offered by the St. George Family History Center. It
describes various workshops, seminars, and support groups that help individuals improve their
genealogical research skills. Testimonials and success stories illustrate how these programs have
benefited family historians.



6. Digital Tools and Technologies at the St. George Family History Center

Explore the modern technological resources that have transformed family history research at the St.
George Family History Center. This book covers the use of genealogy software, online databases, DNA
testing integration, and virtual archives. It also offers guidance on safely sharing and storing
genealogical data digitally.

1. Exploring Local History Through the St. George Family History Center

This book connects family history research with the broader context of local history. It highlights how
the center’s resources help uncover stories about St. George’s communities, migration patterns, and
historical events. Readers will learn how to use local newspapers, maps, and historical societies to
enrich their genealogical research.

8. From Records to Relatives: Success Stories from the St. George Family History Center

Featuring inspiring accounts from individuals who discovered their ancestry using the center’s
resources, this book motivates readers to pursue their own genealogical quests. Each story
showcases different research methods and breakthroughs, illustrating the diverse ways the center
supports family historians.

9. Starting Your Genealogy Journey at the St. George Family History Center

Perfect for those new to genealogy, this book provides foundational knowledge on beginning family
history research at the St. George Family History Center. It covers initial steps such as gathering
family information, understanding record types, and creating research plans. The approachable style
encourages every reader to embark confidently on their genealogical journey.
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