
the 1972 andes flight disaster answer key

the 1972 andes flight disaster answer key provides a detailed exploration of one of the most harrowing
aviation accidents in history. This disaster involved a Uruguayan Air Force plane carrying rugby players
and their companions, which crashed in the Andes Mountains. The story is not only about the crash itself
but also the extreme survival tactics employed by the survivors, the rescue operations, and the lessons
learned from this tragic event. Understanding the 1972 Andes flight disaster answer key helps to uncover
the sequence of events, the challenges faced by the survivors, and the impact it had on aviation safety
protocols. This article will delve into the causes of the crash, the survival story, the rescue mission, and the
cultural and historical significance of the disaster. The following sections will provide a comprehensive
overview for a full understanding of this remarkable incident.

Overview of the 1972 Andes Flight Disaster

Causes of the Crash

Survival in Extreme Conditions

Rescue Operations and Aftermath

Impact and Legacy of the Disaster

Overview of the 1972 Andes Flight Disaster
The 1972 Andes flight disaster refers to the crash of Uruguayan Air Force Flight 571 on October 13, 1972.
The aircraft was carrying 45 passengers, including members of a rugby team, their friends, and family. The
flight was en route from Montevideo, Uruguay, to Santiago, Chile, when it encountered severe weather
conditions and navigational challenges in the Andes Mountains. The plane crashed into a remote and snowy
mountainous region, leaving survivors stranded in near-impossible conditions. The story of endurance,
human willpower, and tragedy quickly became internationally known due to the survivors’ extraordinary
efforts to stay alive for 72 days. This disaster remains one of the most documented and studied aviation
accidents worldwide.

Flight Details and Passenger Manifest
The flight was operated by a Fairchild FH-227D aircraft, a medium-sized twin-engine plane. Among the 45
individuals on board were 19 rugby players from the Old Christians Club, their family members, and



friends. The team was traveling to play a match in Chile. The passengers represented a wide demographic,
including young athletes and older adults, which influenced the dynamics of survival strategies post-crash.

Initial Crash and Immediate Aftermath
After encountering turbulence and poor visibility, the plane ultimately crashed on a glacier at
approximately 12,000 feet elevation. Twelve passengers died in the crash or shortly thereafter, and several
others were injured. The survivors quickly realized that rescue efforts would be difficult due to the
remote location and harsh weather, marking the beginning of their struggle for survival.

Causes of the Crash
Understanding the factors that led to the crash is essential in analyzing the 1972 Andes flight disaster
answer key. The causes involved a combination of pilot error, adverse weather conditions, and navigational
misjudgments in a challenging mountainous environment.

Pilot Misjudgment and Navigation Errors
The pilots miscalculated their position after flying through cloud cover and mountainous terrain. They
believed they had already crossed the Andes when in reality, they were still flying over the mountains.
This led to an attempt to descend prematurely, resulting in the aircraft colliding with a mountain peak.
The lack of precise navigation tools at the time contributed significantly to this fatal error.

Weather Conditions and Terrain Challenges
Severe weather, including snowstorms and low visibility, complicated the flight path. The Andes
Mountains are known for their unpredictable weather and high altitudes, which pose risks for aviation.
The plane encountered turbulence and icing conditions, which, combined with the pilot’s error,
culminated in the crash.

Mechanical and Human Factors
There were no significant mechanical failures reported before the crash. However, human factors such as
communication difficulties and pressure to complete the flight despite weather warnings played a role. The
combination of these elements formed the core of the disaster’s cause.



Survival in Extreme Conditions
The survival phase of the 1972 Andes flight disaster is one of the most studied and remarkable aspects of
this tragedy. The survivors faced extreme cold, starvation, avalanches, and isolation, forcing them to make
difficult decisions to stay alive.

Initial Response and Shelter
After the crash, survivors gathered in the wreckage for shelter and warmth. Using parts of the plane, they
constructed makeshift shelters against the harsh winds and freezing temperatures. They rationed limited
supplies and attempted to maintain morale despite the dire circumstances.

Food and Water Scarcity
With no immediate rescue and limited food supplies, hunger became the most pressing challenge. The
survivors initially consumed small amounts of chocolate and wine found in the wreckage. As days passed,
starvation forced them to resort to extreme measures, including the controversial but necessary decision to
use the bodies of deceased passengers for sustenance. This harrowing choice was critical to their survival
and has been extensively documented.

Psychological and Physical Challenges
The psychological toll of isolation, fear, and the constant threat of death was immense. Many survivors
faced depression and despair, while others assumed leadership roles to maintain group cohesion. Physically,
frostbite, injuries, and altitude sickness affected many, complicating their ability to move and seek help.

Efforts to Find Rescue
After multiple days without rescue, two survivors, Fernando Parrado and Roberto Canessa, undertook an
arduous trek across the Andes to find help. Their journey through the mountains, which lasted over ten
days, ultimately led to the rescue of the remaining survivors. This heroic expedition is a key element in
the 1972 Andes flight disaster answer key.

Rescue Operations and Aftermath
The rescue of the Andes survivors is a testament to human endurance and international cooperation under
difficult circumstances. The response to the disaster evolved as information became available and search
efforts intensified.



Initial Search Efforts
Search and rescue teams were dispatched shortly after the plane was reported missing. However, due to
limited information about the crash location and harsh weather conditions, the initial search was
unsuccessful. Authorities presumed no one had survived, and the search was called off after eight days.

Survivors’ Contact and Rescue
Following the successful trek by Parrado and Canessa, rescuers were alerted to the survivors’ location.
Helicopters and ground teams were deployed, and the remaining 16 survivors were rescued on December
20 and 23, 1972, over two months after the crash. This rescue operation marked one of the most
extraordinary recoveries in aviation history.

Medical and Psychological Care
After rescue, survivors received immediate medical treatment for injuries, malnutrition, and frostbite.
Psychological support was also provided to help them cope with the trauma endured during their ordeal.
The event highlighted the need for comprehensive post-disaster care in similar incidents.

Impact and Legacy of the Disaster
The 1972 Andes flight disaster left a lasting impact on aviation safety, survival training, and popular
culture. Its legacy continues to inform and inspire.

Aviation Safety Improvements
The disaster prompted changes in flight navigation technology and protocols for flights over mountainous
terrain. The importance of accurate positioning and communication was emphasized, leading to
advancements that have enhanced aviation safety in challenging environments.

Survival Training and Techniques
The extreme survival tactics used by the Andes survivors have been studied extensively in military,
aviation, and wilderness survival training programs. Their experience underscored the importance of
resourcefulness, leadership, and psychological resilience in life-threatening situations.



Cultural and Media Influence
The story of the Andes survivors has been retold in books, documentaries, and films, most notably the 1993
movie "Alive." These portrayals have brought global attention to the disaster, ensuring its place in historical
and cultural memory.

Key Lessons from the Andes Flight Disaster

The necessity of precise navigation and communication in aviation

The critical role of leadership and cooperation among survivors

The ethical and psychological complexities of survival decisions

The importance of search and rescue preparedness in remote regions

Frequently Asked Questions

What was the cause of the 1972 Andes flight disaster?
The 1972 Andes flight disaster was caused by the crash of Uruguayan Air Force Flight 571 due to poor
weather conditions and navigational errors in the Andes mountains.

How did the survivors of the 1972 Andes flight disaster manage to stay
alive?
The survivors stayed alive by rationing limited food supplies, resorting to cannibalism of deceased
passengers, enduring extreme cold, and hiking out to find help after several days.

How long were the survivors of the 1972 Andes flight disaster stranded?
The survivors were stranded for 72 days before being rescued.

How many people survived the 1972 Andes flight disaster?
Out of 45 passengers and crew, 16 people survived the 1972 Andes flight disaster.



What role does the 'answer key' play in understanding the 1972 Andes
flight disaster?
An 'answer key' typically refers to a guide or reference for questions related to the 1972 Andes flight
disaster, helping students or readers verify correct information about the event.

What lessons were learned from the 1972 Andes flight disaster?
The disaster taught important lessons about survival, human resilience, the ethics of survival cannibalism,
and improvements in aviation safety and search-and-rescue operations in mountainous regions.

Additional Resources
1. Alive: The Story of the Andes Survivors
This gripping account by Piers Paul Read chronicles the harrowing experience of the Uruguayan rugby
team whose plane crashed in the Andes in 1972. It details their struggle for survival in extreme conditions,
including their difficult decisions and the eventual rescue. The book combines firsthand interviews and
detailed research to provide a comprehensive narrative of the disaster.

2. Miracle in the Andes: 72 Days on the Mountain and My Long Trek Home
Written by Nando Parrado, one of the survivors, this memoir offers an intimate and personal perspective
on the crash and the subsequent ordeal. Parrado shares his emotional journey, the loss of friends, and his
courageous trek to find help. The book highlights themes of hope, resilience, and the human spirit.

3. Crash of the Andes
This book provides a factual retelling of the 1972 Andes flight disaster, focusing on the technical details of
the crash and the rescue operation. It explores the challenges faced by both survivors and rescuers amidst
the harsh mountain environment. The narrative is supported by photos and survivor testimonies.

4. Out of the Silence: After the Crash
Focusing on the aftermath of the Andes crash, this book examines the psychological and physical impact on
the survivors. It discusses their recovery, the public reaction, and how the event influenced their lives
moving forward. The author delves into themes of trauma, forgiveness, and second chances.

5. Survival in the Andes: The True Story of Flight 571
This detailed account explores the survival strategies employed by the passengers of Flight 571. It
highlights the teamwork, leadership, and ethical dilemmas encountered during their time stranded. The
book also provides insight into survival psychology and human endurance.

6. Touching the Void: The Andes Flight Disaster
Though originally about a different mountain survival story, this edition contextualizes the Andes flight
disaster, comparing survival stories in extreme alpine environments. It offers a broader perspective on



mountain accidents and human resilience. The book is a compelling read for enthusiasts of survival
literature.

7. Andes 1972: A True Story of Tragedy and Triumph
This narrative focuses on the dual themes of tragedy and triumph as experienced by the survivors of the
Andes crash. It covers the events leading up to the crash, the fight for survival, and the eventual rescue.
The book emphasizes the courage and determination of those involved.

8. Frozen in Time: The Andes Flight Disaster
This book examines the environmental conditions that contributed to the survivors' ordeal, such as freezing
temperatures and altitude sickness. It combines scientific explanations with survivor accounts to illustrate
the extremity of their situation. The author also reflects on the lessons learned from the disaster.

9. Against All Odds: The Andes Plane Crash
A concise yet powerful recounting of the 1972 crash, this book focuses on the resilience and moral choices
made by the survivors. It explores themes of hope, survival ethics, and human willpower. The narrative is
accessible for readers seeking a quick yet informative overview of the event.
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