THE DAWES ACT OF 1887 WORKSHEET ANSWERS

THE DAWES ACT OF 1887 WORKSHEET ANSWERS PROVIDE ESSENTIAL INSIGHTS INTO ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT AND
CONTROVERSIAL PIECES OF LEGISLATION AFFECTING NATIVE AMERICAN COMMUNITIES IN THE LATE 19TH CENTURY. THIS ACT,
OFFICIALLY KNOWN AS THE GENERAL ALLOTMENT ACT/ AIMED TO ASSIMILATE NATIVE AMERICANS INTO AMERICAN SOCIETY BY
DIVIDING TRIBAL LANDS INTO INDIVIDUAL ALLOTMENTS. UNDERSTANDING THE CONTEXT, PROVISIONS, AND CONSEQUENCES OF
THE DAWES ACT IS CRUCIAL FOR STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS ALIKE. THE WORKSHEET ANSWERS HELP CLARIFY COMPLEX
HISTORICAL THEMES, LEGAL IMPLICATIONS, AND THE LASTING IMPACT ON NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES. THIS ARTICLE WILL
COMPREHENSIVELY EXPLORE THE DAWES ACT OF ]887/ OFFERING DETAILED EXPLANATIONS AND ACCURATE ANSWERS
TYPICALLY FOUND IN EDUCATIONAL WORKSHEETS. THE CONTENT WILL COVER THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND, KEY TERMS,
EFFECTS ON NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES, AND COMMON QUESTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE ACT.

HisToricaL CONTEXT oF THE DAwES AcT oF 1887
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HisToricaAL CONTEXT oF THE DAWES AcT oF 1887

THe DAWES ACT oF 1887 WAS ENACTED DURING A PERIOD OF INTENSE CHANGE FOR NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES. FOLLOWING
DECADES OF CONFLICT, DISPLACEMENT, AND FORCED RELOCATION, THE U.S. GOVERNMENT SOUGHT NEW POLICIES TO MANAGE
NATIVE AMERICAN LANDS AND POPULATIONS. THE ACT WAS PART OF A BROADER FEDERAL STRATEGY AIMED AT ENCOURAGING
ASSIMILATION AND BREAKING UP TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY. PRIOR TO THE DAWES ACT, NATIVE AMERICAN LANDS WERE HELD
COMMUNALLY BY TRIBES, WHICH WAS INCOMPATIBLE WITH AMERICAN IDEAS OF PRIVATE PROPERTY. THE GOVERNMENT BELIEVED
THAT ALLOTTING INDIVIDUAL PARCELS OF LAND TO NATIVE AMERICANS WOULD PROMOTE FARMING, SELF-SUFFICIENCY, AND
INTEGRATION INTO AMERICAN SOCIETY. THIS SECTION EXPLORES THE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT LED TO THE PASSAGE OF THE
DAWES ACT AND THE ATTITUDES DRIVING FEDERAL POLICY AT THE TIME.

THE RESERVATION SYSTEM

BeFore THE DAWES ACT, NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES WERE CONFINED TO RESERVATIONS ESTABLISHED THROUGH TREATIES AND
GOVERNMENT ORDERS. RESERVATIONS WERE OFTEN LOCATED ON UNDESIRABLE LANDS AND WERE INTENDED TO ISOLATE NATIVE
POPULATIONS. THE COMMUNAL NATURE OF LAND OWNERSHIP ON RESERVATIONS CONFLICTED WITH AMERICAN LEGAL
TRADITIONS AND ECONOMIC INTERESTS. THIS SYSTEM LIMITED ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND WAS VIEWED BY POLICYMAKERS AS
AN OBSTACLE TO ASSIMILATION.

ASSIMILATION PoLICIES

THE LATE 19TH CENTURY SAW A RISE IN ASSIMILATIONIST POLICIES AIMED AT ERADICATING NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURAL
PRACTICES AND INTEGRATING NATIVE PEOPLES INTO MAINSTREAM AMERICAN SOCIETY. BOARDING SCHOOLS, MISSIONARY
EFFORTS, AND LEGAL CHANGES WERE ALL COMPONENTS OF THIS APPROACH. THe DAWES ACT BECAME A CORNERSTONE OF THESE
POLICIES BY TARGETING LAND TENURE AND OWNERSHIP AS TOOLS FOR CULTURAL TRANSFORMATION.



Key Provisions AND OBJECTIVES

THE DAWES ACT CONTAINED SEVERAL CRITICAL PROVISIONS DESIGNED TO TRANSFORM NATIVE AMERICAN LANDHOLDING AND
SOCIETAL STRUCTURES. ITS PRIMARY OBJECTIVE WAS TO DIVIDE TRIBAL LANDS INTO INDIVIDUAL ALLOTMENTS, THEREBY
UNDERMINING COMMUNAL TRIBAL IDENTITY AND PROMOTING AN INDIVIDUALISTIC APPROACH ALIGNED WITH AMERICAN VALUES.
THE ACT AUTHORIZED THE PRESIDENT TO SURVEY TRIBAL LANDS AND ALLOCATE PARCELS TO INDIVIDUAL NATIVE AMERICANS,
TYPICALLY RANGING FROM 40 To 160 ACRES PER PERSON. EXCESS LANDS REMAINING AFTER ALLOTMENT WERE OPENED TO NON-
NATIVE SETTLERS, OFTEN LEADING TO SIGNIFICANT LOSS OF TRIBAL LANDHOLDINGS.

ALLOCATION OF LAND ALLOTMENTS

EACH ELIGIBLE NATIVE AMERICAN WAS TO RECEIVE A SPECIFIC ALLOTMENT OF LAND, WITH THE SIZE DEPENDING ON FACTORS
SUCH AS FAMILY STATUS AND TRIBAL AGREEMENTS. THE GOVERNMENT HELD THESE ALLOTMENTS IN TRUST FOR 25 YEARS,
AFTER WHICH FULL OWNERSHIP AND CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS WERE GRANTED. THIS PROCESS WAS INTENDED TO ENCOURAGE FARMING
AND PRIVATE LAND OWNERSHIP, WHICH POLICYMAKERS BELIEVED WOULD FACILITATE ASSIMILATION AND ECONOMIC
INDEPENDENCE.

SURPLUS LANDS AND OPENING TO SETTLERS

ONE OF THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL ASPECTS OF THE DAWES ACT WAS THE DESIGNATION OF SURPLUS LANDS. AFTER
ALLOTMENTS WERE DISTRIBUTED, REMAINING LANDS \WERE DECLARED SURPLUS AND MADE AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE BY NON-
NATIVE SETTLERS, OFTEN THROUGH LAND RUNS OR SALES. THIS PROVISION RESULTED IN THE DRAMATIC REDUCTION OF NATIVE-
HELD LANDS AND WAS A PRIMARY CAUSE OF TRIBAL LAND LOSS DURING THIS PERIOD.

CiTizensHIP AND LEGAL CHANGES

THE DAWES ACT ALSO PROVIDED A PATHWAY TO U.S. CITIZENSHIP FOR NATIVE AMERICANS WHO ACCEPTED ALLOTMENTS AND
ADOPTED “CIVILIZED” LIFESTYLES. CITIZENSHIP WAS CONDITIONAL AND AIMED AT ENCOURAGING ASSIMILATION BY LINKING LAND
OWNERSHIP TO LEGAL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS. THIS PROVISION WAS A SIGNIFICANT SHIFT FROM PREVIOUS POLICIES THAT
MAINTAINED NATIVE AMERICANS AS SEPARATE POLITICAL ENTITIES.

IMPACT ON NATIVE AMERICAN COMMUNITIES

THE EFFECTS OF THE DAWES ACT ofF 1887 oN NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES WERE PROFOUND AND MULTIFACETED. W/HILE THE
ACT WAS PROMOTED AS A MEANS TO IMPROVE NATIVE LIVELIHOODS THROUGH INDIVIDUAL LAND OWNERSHIP, IT OFTEN
RESULTED IN WIDESPREAD DISPOSSESSION, CULTURAL DISRUPTION, AND ECONOMIC HARDSHIP. THE COMMUNAL SOCIAL
STRUCTURES THAT HAD SUSTAINED MANY TRIBES WERE UNDERMINED, AND THE LOSS OF LAND SEVERELY WEAKENED TRIBAL
SOVEREIGNTY AND IDENTITY.

LAND Loss AND EconoMic CONSEQUENCES

BETWEEN THE PASSAGE OF THE DAWES ACT AND THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, NATIVE AMERICANS LOST MILLIONS OF ACRES OF
LAND. MUCH OF THIS LOSS WAS DUE TO THE OPENING OF SURPLUS LANDS TO NON-NATIVE SETTLERS, FRAUDULENT PRACTICES,
AND COERCIVE SALES. THE FRAGMENTATION OF LANDHOLDINGS MADE TRADITIONAL FARMING AND HUNTING DIFFICULT, LEADING TO
INCREASED POVERTY AND DEPENDENCE ON GOVERNMENT AID.

CULTURAL AND SociAL DiIsrRUPTION

THE IMPOSITION OF INDIVIDUAL LAND OWNERSHIP CLASHED WITH NATIVE CULTURAL VALUES THAT EMPHASIZED COMMUNITY AND



COLLECTIVE RESPONSIBILITY. THE ACT CONTRIBUTED TO THE EROSION OF TRIBAL GOVERNANCE STRUCTURES AND SOCIAL
COHESION. MANY NATIVE AMERICANS RESISTED THESE CHANGES, BUT FEDERAL POLICIES AND ECONOMIC PRESSURES OFTEN
FORCED COMPLIANCE.

RESISTANCE AND ADAPTATION

DESPITE THE CHALLENGES POSED BY THE DAWES ACT, NATIVE AMERICAN COMMUNITIES EMPLOYED VARIOUS STRATEGIES TO
RESIST AND ADAPT. SOME INDIVIDUALS AND TRIBES SOUGHT TO MAINTAIN CULTURAL PRACTICES AND COMMUNAL TIES WHILE
NAVIGATING THE NEW LEGAL ENVIRONMENT. OTHERS USED LEGAL CHALLENGES AND POLITICAL ADVOCACY TO CONTEST
ALLOTMENTS AND LAND LOSS.

CoMMON W/ ORKSHEET QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

\X/ ORKSHEETS ON THE DAWES ACT oF 1887 TYPICALLY FOCUS ON UNDERSTANDING THE ACT’S PROVISIONS, HISTORICAL
CONTEXT, AND CONSEQUENCES. BELOW ARE COMMON QUESTIONS ALONG WITH AUTHORITATIVE ANSWERS THAT ALIGN WITH
EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS AND CURRICULUM GOALS.

1. WHAT WAS THE MAIN PURPOSE OF THE DAWES AcT oF 1887?

THE MAIN PURPOSE WAS TO ASSIMILATE NATIVE AMERICANS BY DIVIDING TRIBAL LANDS INTO INDIVIDUAL ALLOTMENTS,
ENCOURAGING PRIVATE LAND OWNERSHIP AND FARMING.

2. How pib THE DAWES AcT AFFECT NATIVE AMERICAN LAND OVWNERSHIP?

[T RESULTED IN THE LOSS OF MILLIONS OF ACRES OF TRIBAL LANDS BY ALLOTTING INDIVIDUAL PARCELS TO NATIVE
AMERICANS AND OPENING SURPLUS LANDS TO NON-NATIVE SETTLERS.

3. WHAT ROLE DID THE GOVERNMENT PLAY IN MANAGING LAND ALLOTMENTS?

THE GOVERNMENT SURVEYED THE LANDS, DISTRIBUTED ALLOTMENTS, AND HELD THE LAND IN TRUST FOR 25 YEARS
BEFORE GRANTING FULL OWNERSHIP TO NATIVE AMERICANS.

4. W/HAT WERE SOME NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES OF THE DAWES ACT?

NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES INCLUDED THE EROSION OF TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY, CULTURAL DISRUPTION, ECONOMIC
HARDSHIP, AND SIGNIFICANT LAND LOSS.

5. How pip THE DAWES AcCT RELATE TO NATIVE AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP?

NATIVE AMERICANS WHO ACCEPTED ALLOTMENTS AND ADOPTED INDIVIDUAL LAND OWNERSHIP WERE GRANTED U.S.
CITIZENSHIP AFTER A TRUST PERIOD.

LEGACY AND MODERN PERSPECTIVES

THe DAWES ACT oF 1887 REMAINS A PIVOTAL AND OFTEN CRITICIZED CHAPTER IN U.S. HISTORY. |TS LEGACY CONTINUES TO
INFLUENCE CONTEMPORARY DISCUSSIONS ABOUT NATIVE AMERICAN RIGHTS, LAND OWNERSHIP, AND FEDERAL POLICY. MODERN
PERSPECTIVES EMPHASIZE THE ACT'S ROLE IN FACILITATING LAND DISPOSSESSION AND CULTURAL LOSS WHILE ACKNOWLEDGING
THE RESILIENCE AND PERSISTENCE OF NATIVE COMMUNITIES.



PoLicy ReVErRSALS AND LEGAL CHANGES

By THE MID-20TH CENTURY, FEDERAL POLICIES BEGAN TO SHIFT AWAY FROM ALLOTMENT AND ASSIMILATION. THE INDIAN
REORGANIZATION ACT OF ]934, FOR EXAMPLE, SOUGHT TO RESTORE TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS AND HALT FURTHER LAND LOSS.
THESE POLICY REVERSALS INDICATE RECOGNITION OF THE DAWES ACT’S FAILURES AND THE NEED TO SUPPORT TRIBAL
SOVEREIGNTY.

ConNTINUED IMPACT ON NATIVE LAND HOLDINGS

DESPITE POLICY CHANGES, THE IMPACT OF THE DAWES ACT PERSISTS IN FRAGMENTED LAND OWNERSHIP PATTERNS AND ONGOING
LEGAL DISPUTES. MANY NATIVE AMERICANS STILL FACE CHALLENGES RELATED TO LAND TITLES AND JURISDICTION RESULTING
FROM ALLOTMENT-ERA POLICIES.

EDUCATIONAL IMPORTANCE

UNDERSTANDING THE DAWES ACT THROUGH WORKSHEET ANSWERS AND CLASSROOM DISCUSSIONS IS ESSENTIAL FOR EDUCATING
NEW GENERATIONS ABOUT THIS COMPLEX HISTORY. |T HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF GOVERNMENT
POLICIES AND THEIR LONG-TERM EFFECTS ON MARGINALIZED COMMUNITIES.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT WAS THE MAIN PURPOSE OF THE DAWES ACT oF 1887°?

THE MAIN PURPOSE OF THE DAWES ACT oF 1887 wWAS To ASSIMILATE NATIVE AMERICANS INTO AMERICAN SOCIETY BY
DIVIDING TRIBAL LANDS INTO INDIVIDUAL ALLOTMENTS FOR NATIVE AMERICAN FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS.

How pib THE DAWES ACT AFFECT NATIVE AMERICAN LAND OWNERSHIP?

THE DAWES ACT RESULTED IN THE ALLOTMENT OF TRIBAL LANDS TO INDIVIDUAL NATIVE AMERICANS, WITH THE SURPLUS LAND
SOLD TO NON-NATIVE SETTLERS, WHICH LED TO A SIGNIFICANT LOSS OF TRIBAL LAND OWNERSHIP.

WHAT WAS A KEY CONSEQUENCE OF THE DAWES ACT oN NATIVE AMERICAN
COMMUNITIES?

A KEY CONSEQUENCE WAS THE BREAKDOWN OF TRIBAL SOCIAL STRUCTURES AND COMMUNAL LANDHOLDING, AS LAND WAS
DIVIDED AND TRIBAL LANDS WERE REDUCED, UNDERMINING NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURE AND SOVEREIGNTY.

How WERE THE ALLOTMENTS DISTRIBUTED UNDER THE DAWES ACT?

ALLOTMENTS WERE TYPICALLY DISTRIBUTED AS 160 ACRES FOR HEADS OF FAMILIES, 80 ACRES FOR SINGLE ADULTS, AND 40
ACRES FOR CHILDREN, WITH THE REMAINING TRIBAL LAND DECLARED SURPLUS AND SOLD.

Dip NATIVE AMERICANS HAVE FULL OWNERSHIP RIGHTS TO THEIR ALLOTMENTS
IMMEDIATELY?

NO, THE GOVERNMENT HELD THE ALLOTMENTS IN TRUST FOR 25 YEARS, AFTER WHICH NATIVE AMERICANS WERE GRANTED FULL
OWNERSHIP AND U.S. CITIZENSHIP.



\WHAT IMPACT DID THE DAWES ACT HAVE ON TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY?

THE DAWES ACT WEAKENED TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY BY IMPOSING INDIVIDUAL LAND OWNERSHIP AND BREAKING UP COMMUNAL
LANDS, WHICH DIMINISHED TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS’ AUTHORITY.

WHY IS THE DAWES ACT CONSIDERED CONTROVERSIAL TODAY?

THE DAWES ACT IS CONSIDERED CONTROVERSIAL BECAUSE IT LED TO EXTENSIVE LOSS OF NATIVE AMERICAN LAND, DISRUPTION
OF THEIR CULTURES, AND FORCED ASSIMILATION POLICIES THAT HARMED NATIVE COMMUNITIES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THE DAwWES ACT AND NATIVE AMERICAN LAND RIGHTS

THIS BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE DAWES ACT OF 1887, EXPLORING ITS INTENTIONS AND
CONSEQUENCES ON NATIVE AMERICAN COMMUNITIES. |T DELVES INTO HOW THE ACT AIMED TO ASSIMILATE NATIVE AMERICANS
BY REDISTRIBUTING TRIBAL LANDS INTO INDIVIDUAL ALLOTMENTS. THE BOOK ALSO DISCUSSES THE LONG-TERM IMPACTS ON
TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY AND CULTURAL IDENTITY.

2. Broken Promises: THE DAWES ACT AND ITS EFFECTS ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

FOCUSING ON THE BROKEN PROMISES BEHIND THE DAWES ACT, THIS TEXT HIGHLIGHTS THE LEGAL AND SOCIAL RAMIFICATIONS
FOR NATIVE AMERICANS. |T PROVIDES DETAILED ANSWERS TO COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT THE ACT, MAKING IT A USEFUL
RESOURCE FOR STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS. THE BOOK ALSO INCLUDES HISTORICAL DOCUMENTS AND PRIMARY SOURCES
RELATED TO THE LEGISLATION.

3. ASSIMILATION AND RESISTANCE: NATIVE AMERICAN RESPONSES TO THE DAWES ACT

THIS BOOK EXAMINES THE VARIED RESPONSES OF NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES TO THE DAWES ACT, INCLUDING BOTH RESISTANCE
AND ADAPTATION. [T DISCUSSES HOW DIFFERENT COMMUNITIES NAVIGATED THE PRESSURES OF ASSIMILATION POLICIES WHILE
TRYING TO PRESERVE THEIR HERITAGE. T HE NARRATIVE IS SUPPORTED BY CASE STUDIES AND FIRSTHAND ACCOUNTS.

4. LAND, LAW, AND LEGACY: UNDERSTANDING THE DAWES ACT

AIMED AT HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE STUDENTS, THIS BOOK SIMPLIFIES THE COMPLEX LEGAL LANGUAGE SURROUNDING THE
DAWES ACT. IT INCLUDES WORKSHEET-STYLE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS DESIGNED TO REINFORCE UNDERSTANDING OF THE ACT’S
PROVISIONS AND EFFECTS. THE BOOK ALSO CONTEXTUALIZES THE ACT WITHIN BROADER U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICIES TOWARD
NATIVE AMERICANS.

5. THE DAwes AcT: A WorksHEET COMPANION FOR STUDENTS

THIS WORKBOOK PROVIDES DETAILED ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS TO COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT THE DAWES ACT. IT IS
STRUCTURED TO COMPLEMENT CLASSROOM LESSONS AND INCLUDES ACTIVITIES THAT ENGAGE CRITICAL THINKING. THE RESOURCE
IS IDEAL FOR TEACHERS SEEKING READY-MADE MATERIALS FOR LESSON PLANNING.

6. NATIVE AMERICAN HISTORY AND THE DAWES AcT: A STupY GUIDE

SERVING AS AN EDUCATIONAL GUIDE, THIS BOOK OFFERS CONCISE SUMMARIES AND ANALYSIS OF THE DAWES ACT WITHIN THE
BROADER SCOPE OF NATIVE AMERICAN HISTORY. |T FEATURES REVIEW QUESTIONS, WORKSHEET ANSWERS, AND TIMELINES TO
HELP LEARNERS GRASP THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ACT.

7. THE IMPACT oF THE DAWES ACT oN TrRIBAL LANDS AND CUL TURES

THIS DETAILED STUDY EXPLORES HOW THE DAWES ACT LED TO THE LOSS OF MILLIONS OF ACRES OF TRIBAL LAND AND
DISRUPTED INDIGENOUS CULTURES. THE BOOK PROVIDES ANSWERS TO FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT LAND ALLOTMENT
AND ITS EFFECTS ON TRIBAL GOVERNANCE. [T ALSO DISCUSSES SUBSEQUENT LEGISLATION THAT ATTEMPTED TO ADDRESS THESE
ISSUES.

8. EDUCATIONAL WORKSHEETS ON THE DAWES ACT: ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS

DESIGNED FOR EDUCATORS, THIS BOOK COMPILES A VARIETY OF WORKSHEETS FOCUSED ON THE DAWES ACT, COMPLETE WITH
ANSWER KEYS AND EXPLANATORY NOTES. |T COVERS KEY TOPICS SUCH AS THE PURPOSE OF THE ACT, ITS IMPLEMENTATION,
AND ITS LEGACY. THE RESOURCE HELPS FACILITATE CLASSROOM DISCUSSIONS AND ASSESSMENTS.

Q. FroM TREATIES TO ALLOTMENTS: THE DAWES ACT IN AMERICAN HISTORY



THIS HISTORICAL ANALYSIS TRACES THE TRANSITION FROM TREATY-MAKING TO ALLOTMENT POLICIES EXEMPLIFIED BY THE
DAWES ACT. IT EXPLAINS THE POLITICAL MOTIVES BEHIND THE ACT AND ASSESSES ITS IMPACT ON NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBES.
THE BOOK INCLUDES REVIEW QUESTIONS AND DETAILED WORKSHEET ANSWERS TO SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING.
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