
the monkey's paw commonlit
the monkey's paw commonlit is a widely studied short story that explores themes of fate,
consequence, and supernatural intervention. This article provides a comprehensive analysis of "The
Monkey's Paw" as featured on CommonLit, a popular educational platform. Using the monkey's paw
commonlit as the focal point, the discussion covers the story's plot summary, thematic elements,
character analysis, and literary devices. Additionally, the article examines the story’s relevance in
modern education and its enduring appeal in classrooms. Through a detailed breakdown, readers will
gain a deeper understanding of the narrative, its moral lessons, and how it fits into the broader
literary context. The article also addresses common questions and challenges students encounter
when studying the story on CommonLit. Below is a structured overview of the topics covered.

Overview of "The Monkey's Paw" on CommonLit

Plot Summary and Key Events

Themes and Moral Lessons

Character Analysis

Literary Devices and Techniques

Educational Value and Classroom Use

CommonLit Questions and Study Tips

Overview of "The Monkey's Paw" on CommonLit
The monkey's paw commonlit version presents W.W. Jacobs' classic horror story in an accessible
format for students and educators. CommonLit offers a curated edition that includes the full text
along with guided questions, vocabulary support, and comprehension activities. This platform helps
learners engage critically with the story by providing context, analysis prompts, and opportunities for
discussion. The story itself centers on a mystical monkey’s paw that grants three wishes but with dire
consequences. Through CommonLit’s resources, readers can explore the plot, characters, and
symbolism more effectively, making the monkey's paw commonlit an essential tool in middle and high
school curricula.

Plot Summary and Key Events
The monkey's paw commonlit version closely follows the original narrative, detailing the White
family’s encounter with a magical talisman. The story unfolds in a suspenseful manner, illustrating the
progression from curiosity to tragedy. Key events include:

The introduction of Sergeant-Major Morris and his tale of the monkey's paw



The Whites’ initial skepticism and decision to use the paw

The granting of the first wish and its unforeseen repercussions

The escalating tension surrounding the second and third wishes

The tragic conclusion highlighting the dangers of tampering with fate

This plot structure offers a clear cause-and-effect sequence that reinforces the story’s central
warnings about desire and consequence.

Themes and Moral Lessons
The monkey's paw commonlit text emphasizes several significant themes that resonate with readers:

Fate and Free Will
The story questions whether humans can control their destiny or if fate is predetermined. The
monkey's paw itself symbolizes the dangerous temptation to alter fate, suggesting that some forces
should remain untouched.

Consequences of Greed
Through the Whites’ wishes, the narrative warns against greed and the desire for easy gains. Each
wish leads to unintended, often tragic outcomes, illustrating that shortcuts to happiness can backfire.

The Supernatural and the Unknown
The presence of the monkey’s paw introduces elements of the supernatural as a means to explore
human fears and the limits of knowledge.

These themes combine to deliver a powerful moral lesson about respect for natural order and the
perils of interfering with it.

Character Analysis
The monkey's paw commonlit highlights the development of key characters and their roles in the
story’s moral framework.

Mr. White
As the patriarch, Mr. White embodies curiosity and human fallibility. His initial excitement about the
paw’s power turns into despair, reflecting the consequences of reckless decisions.



Mrs. White
Mrs. White’s character showcases emotional vulnerability and maternal desperation. Her reactions to
the unfolding tragedy add depth to the story’s emotional impact.

Herbert White
Herbert represents innocence and the unintended victim of the Whites’ wishes. His fate serves as a
catalyst for the story’s tragic climax.

Sergeant-Major Morris
Morris functions as the story’s harbinger, warning the Whites about the paw’s dangers. His role
introduces the supernatural element and foreshadows the unfolding events.

Literary Devices and Techniques
The monkey's paw commonlit edition draws attention to various literary techniques that enhance the
story’s suspense and thematic depth.

Foreshadowing
Hints about the paw’s destructive power are scattered throughout the narrative, creating an ominous
tone and preparing readers for the tragic outcomes.

Irony
The story employs situational irony, particularly in how wishes meant to bring happiness instead
cause sorrow and loss.

Symbolism
The monkey’s paw itself is a potent symbol of fate and the consequences of human interference with
natural law.

Suspense and Atmosphere
Jacobs uses detailed setting descriptions and pacing to build tension, keeping readers engaged and
uneasy.

Educational Value and Classroom Use
The monkey's paw commonlit is widely used as a teaching tool due to its concise narrative and rich
thematic content. Educators benefit from the story’s ability to prompt critical thinking and discussion
on complex topics such as ethics, consequences, and human nature. Its suitability for various grade
levels makes it a versatile text in literature curricula. CommonLit’s supplementary materials help



scaffold student understanding and promote literacy skills through:

Vocabulary development related to gothic and supernatural genres1.

Comprehension questions that assess literal and inferential understanding2.

Writing prompts encouraging analytical and creative responses3.

Discussion guides that facilitate classroom dialogue on thematic issues4.

These features contribute to the story’s lasting relevance in educational settings.

CommonLit Questions and Study Tips
Students engaging with the monkey's paw commonlit encounter various questions designed to
deepen comprehension and critical analysis. These often focus on interpreting the story’s themes,
character motivations, and the implications of the wishes. Effective study tips include:

Careful annotation of the text to identify foreshadowing and symbolism

Reviewing vocabulary in context to enhance understanding of tone and mood

Reflecting on the moral lessons and applying them to hypothetical scenarios

Discussing the story’s ending and alternative interpretations with peers or instructors

Practicing writing clear, evidence-based responses to CommonLit prompts

By following these strategies, students can maximize their comprehension and appreciation of the
story’s literary value.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Monkey's Paw' on
CommonLit?
The central theme of 'The Monkey's Paw' is the danger of interfering with fate and the consequences
of greed. The story explores how wishes, when granted without careful thought, can lead to
unintended and tragic outcomes.

How does 'The Monkey's Paw' use suspense to engage



readers?
'The Monkey's Paw' builds suspense through its eerie setting, mysterious object, and the gradual
revelation of the consequences of the wishes. The story’s pacing and foreshadowing keep readers
anxious about what will happen next.

What role does the monkey's paw play in the story on
CommonLit?
The monkey's paw serves as a supernatural element that grants three wishes to its owner, but each
wish comes with a heavy price. It symbolizes the unpredictability of tampering with fate and the
potential dangers of desire.

How does the ending of 'The Monkey's Paw' impact the overall
message?
The ending, which is ambiguous and tragic, reinforces the story’s message about the consequences of
trying to control destiny. It leaves readers reflecting on the cost of the characters' wishes and the
importance of accepting life as it is.

Why is 'The Monkey's Paw' considered a classic horror story
on CommonLit?
'The Monkey's Paw' is considered a classic horror story because of its chilling atmosphere, use of
supernatural elements, and exploration of human fears like loss and regret. Its timeless moral and
suspenseful storytelling continue to resonate with readers.

Additional Resources
1. The Monkey's Paw and Other Tales of Mystery and Magic by W.W. Jacobs
This collection includes the original story "The Monkey's Paw," along with other eerie and suspenseful
tales. The stories explore themes of fate, supernatural intervention, and unintended consequences.
Jacobs’ masterful storytelling creates an atmosphere of suspense and dark irony that continues to
captivate readers.

2. The Lottery and Other Stories by Shirley Jackson
This book features Shirley Jackson’s famous story "The Lottery," which, like "The Monkey's Paw,"
delves into the dark side of human nature and the unforeseen consequences of tradition and desire.
Jackson’s stories often highlight the sinister undercurrents beneath everyday life, making readers
question societal norms and fate.

3. Something Wicked This Way Comes by Ray Bradbury
Bradbury’s novel explores themes of temptation, desire, and the supernatural, similar to "The
Monkey's Paw." The story follows two boys who encounter a mysterious carnival that grants wishes
with a dark twist. It’s a haunting tale about the price of getting what you want and the dangers
lurking behind seemingly magical offers.



4. Frankenstein by Mary Shelley
This classic novel explores the consequences of human ambition and the unforeseen results of
tampering with nature. Like "The Monkey's Paw," it warns about the dangers of interfering with fate
and the heavy price such actions can exact. Shelley's work is a foundational piece of gothic literature
that examines themes of creation, responsibility, and loss.

5. The Tell-Tale Heart and Other Stories by Edgar Allan Poe
This collection of Poe’s stories delves into themes of guilt, madness, and the supernatural. Much like
"The Monkey's Paw," these tales explore how human desires and actions can lead to psychological
torment and tragic outcomes. Poe’s mastery of suspense and macabre elements makes these stories
enduring classics.

6. The Gift of the Magi and Other Short Stories by O. Henry
O. Henry’s stories often feature ironic twists and explore themes of sacrifice, desire, and unintended
consequences. "The Gift of the Magi" is a perfect example of how good intentions can lead to
unexpected outcomes, paralleling the cautionary message found in "The Monkey’s Paw."

7. Coraline by Neil Gaiman
This modern dark fantasy novel shares themes with "The Monkey’s Paw," including wishes, the
supernatural, and the consequences of desire. Coraline discovers an alternate world that seems
perfect but hides sinister secrets, teaching valuable lessons about bravery and the dangers of wish
fulfillment.

8. The Turn of the Screw by Henry James
This psychological ghost story examines the effects of supernatural influence and human perception.
Like "The Monkey’s Paw," it explores the thin line between reality and the unknown, leaving readers
questioning the true nature of the haunting and the consequences for those involved.

9. The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson
This novella addresses themes of duality, human nature, and the unintended consequences of
scientific experimentation. Similar to "The Monkey’s Paw," it reveals how attempts to control or alter
fate can lead to disastrous results, highlighting the darker aspects of human desire and ambition.
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