the man who came to dinner script

the man who came to dinner script is a classic American play script that has
captivated audiences since its debut in the late 1930s. The script, written
by George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart, serves as a brilliant example of witty
dialogue, sharp social satire, and engaging character dynamics. This article
explores the essential elements of the man who came to dinner script,
including its plot, characters, historical context, and adaptations. Whether
for theatrical production or literary analysis, understanding the nuances of
this script is invaluable. Additionally, insights into the script’s structure
and its place in American theater history highlight its lasting appeal. The
following sections provide a detailed overview and practical information
related to the man who came to dinner script.

e Overview of the Man Who Came to Dinner Script

e Main Characters and Their Roles

Plot Summary and Key Scenes

Historical and Cultural Context

Adaptations and Influence
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Overview of the Man Who Came to Dinner Script

The man who came to dinner script is a comedic play that first premiered in
1939 and quickly became a significant work in American theater. The script is
known for its clever humor, memorable characters, and fast-paced dialogue.
Written by the renowned duo George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart, the play centers
on the unexpected and extended visit of a famous radio personality to a
small-town family home. The script explores themes of celebrity culture,
social manners, and the chaos that ensues when an outsider disrupts everyday
life. Its engaging narrative and sharp wit have made it a favorite for both
professional and community theater productions. The man who came to dinner
script continues to be celebrated for its timeless comedic elements and
insightful social commentary.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The man who came to dinner script features a diverse cast of characters that
contribute to its dynamic and entertaining storyline. Each character is



crafted with unique traits and contributes to the unfolding comedic
situations. Understanding these characters is crucial for appreciating the
script’s humor and thematic depth.

Sheridan Whiteside

Sheridan Whiteside is the central figure in the script. A sharp-tongued,
acerbic radio personality, Whiteside’s unexpected injury leads him to impose
himself on the Stanley family. His witty remarks and domineering personality
drive much of the play’s humor and conflict.

The Stanley Family

The Stanley family consists of several members who respond differently to
Whiteside’s intrusion. Mr. and Mrs. Stanley, along with their daughter
Maggie, create a household backdrop that contrasts with Whiteside's
flamboyant nature. Their reactions range from hospitality to frustration,
enhancing the comedic tension.

Supporting Characters

The script also includes a variety of supporting characters, such as visitors
and local townspeople, who add layers to the narrative. These characters
often bring subplots and additional humor, enriching the overall story.

Miss Preen — Whiteside's secretary and confidante

Beverly Carlton — a theatrical friend of Whiteside

Dr. Bradley — the family doctor managing Whiteside'’s injury

Other townsfolk and visitors — providing comic relief and social
commentary

Plot Summary and Key Scenes

The man who came to dinner script unfolds with the arrival of Sheridan
Whiteside at the Stanley family home, creating a series of comedic and
chaotic events. The plot is structured around Whiteside'’s convalescence and
his influence over the household and town.



Initial Incident

The play begins when Whiteside slips on the Stanley’s icy doorstep, breaking
his leg. This injury forces him to stay in their home, disrupting their daily
lives and plans. Whiteside’s sharp wit and imperious attitude immediately
create tension and humor.

Whiteside’s Manipulation

As the story progresses, Whiteside exerts control over the household,
dictating terms and inviting a parade of eccentric visitors. His demands test
the patience of the Stanley family, while his presence attracts attention
from the community.

Climactic Moments

Key scenes include Whiteside’s interactions with various guests, his attempts
to influence events beyond the house, and the eventual resolution of his
stay. These moments showcase the script’s blend of farce, satire, and
character-driven comedy.

1. Whiteside’s arrival and injury

2. Introduction of theatrical and social guests

3. Conflicts between Whiteside and the Stanley family
4. Romantic subplots involving Maggie Stanley

5. Resolution and Whiteside’'s departure

Historical and Cultural Context

The man who came to dinner script is deeply rooted in the social and cultural
milieu of the late 1930s America. Its satire reflects contemporary attitudes
towards celebrity, media personalities, and small-town life. Understanding
this context enhances the appreciation of the play’s themes and humor.

Origins and Inspiration

The script was inspired by real-life incidents involving Alexander Woollcott,
a famous critic and radio personality known for his sharp wit and larger-
than-life persona. Kaufman and Hart drew from Woollcott’s public image to



create the character of Sheridan Whiteside.

Social Commentary

The play offers a critique of celebrity culture and the intrusion of public
figures into private lives. It also humorously depicts the clash between
urban sophistication and small-town values, a common theme in American drama
of the period.

Theatrical Significance

Debuting just before World War II, the man who came to dinner script provided
audiences with escapism through comedy while subtly addressing social
dynamics. It remains an important work for its innovative blending of farce
and social observation.

Adaptations and Influence

The man who came to dinner script has been adapted into various formats and
continues to influence American theater and popular culture. These
adaptations reflect the script’s versatility and enduring popularity.

Film and Television Adaptations

The play was adapted into a successful film in 1942, starring Monty Woolley
as Sheridan Whiteside. This adaptation preserved much of the script’s humor
and character dynamics, introducing the story to a broader audience.
Subsequent television versions and radio adaptations have also contributed to
its legacy.

Theatrical Revivals

Numerous revivals of the play have been staged over the decades, often
highlighting different aspects of the script’s humor and social critique.
These productions demonstrate the script’s flexibility and relevance across
generations.

Influence on Comedy and Drama

The man who came to dinner script has influenced playwrights and
screenwriters with its blend of wit, satire, and character-driven comedy. Its
archetype of the domineering houseguest has been echoed in various comedic
works.



Using the Script for Theater Productions

The man who came to dinner script remains a popular choice for theatrical
productions due to its engaging characters and entertaining plot. Directors
and producers benefit from understanding key considerations when staging the

play.

Casting and Characterization

Successful productions require careful casting to capture the distinctive
personalities of the characters, particularly Sheridan Whiteside. Actors must
balance humor with the character’s sharp edges to maintain audience
engagement.

Set Design and Staging

The script is typically set in the Stanley family’s home, requiring set
designs that reflect a 1930s middle-class American household. Effective
staging emphasizes the contrast between Whiteside’s flamboyance and the
domestic setting.

Performance Tips

Highlight the fast-paced dialogue to maintain comedic timing

Emphasize physical comedy during Whiteside’s interactions

Balance satire with warmth to avoid alienating audiences

Utilize supporting characters to enrich the narrative flow

Overall, the man who came to dinner script offers a rich foundation for
theatrical exploration, combining humor, social insight, and memorable
characters that continue to entertain and provoke thought.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the full script of 'The Man Who
Came to Dinner'?

The full script of 'The Man Who Came to Dinner' can be found in published



play anthologies, libraries, or purchased from authorized script retailers
online such as Samuel French or Dramatists Play Service.

Who wrote the script for 'The Man Who Came to
Dinner'?

The script for 'The Man Who Came to Dinner' was written by George S. Kaufman
and Moss Hart.

What is the genre of 'The Man Who Came to Dinner'
script?

The script of 'The Man Who Came to Dinner' is a comedy, specifically a
satirical comedy.

What is the basic plot of 'The Man Who Came to
Dinner'?

The plot centers around a famous but acerbic radio personality, Sheridan
Whiteside, who injures himself at a family's home and is forced to stay with
them, disrupting their lives with his eccentric behavior.

Are there any modern adaptations of 'The Man Who
Came to Dinner' script?

Yes, there have been various stage revivals and radio adaptations over the
years, and some productions have updated the setting or dialogue to reflect
contemporary times.

Is 'The Man Who Came to Dinner' script suitable for
high school theater productions?

Yes, the script is often performed by high school and community theaters due
to its strong comedic elements and manageable cast size.

Where can I get performance rights for 'The Man Who
Came to Dinner'?

Performance rights are typically obtained through theatrical licensing
companies such as Samuel French, Dramatists Play Service, or Concord
Theatricals, depending on your location.

What are some notable characters in 'The Man Who
Came to Dinner' script?

Notable characters include Sheridan Whiteside, the witty and cantankerous



guest; Maggie Cutler, the daughter of the household; and other family members
and visitors who interact with Whiteside.

Can 'The Man Who Came to Dinner' script be adapted
into a radio play?

Yes, the script's witty dialogue and confined setting make it well-suited for
radio adaptations, and several radio versions have been produced
historically.

Additional Resources

1. “The Man Who Came to Dinner” by George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart

This is the original play script that introduced audiences to the
unforgettable character Sheridan Whiteside. The comedic story revolves around
a famous, acerbic radio personality who injures himself while visiting a
family and proceeds to take over their household. The play brilliantly
combines wit, satire, and farcical situations, making it a classic of
American theater.

2. “Comedy on Stage: The Art of Farce and Wit” by John L. Smith

This book explores the elements that make farce and witty dialogue effective
in theater, using “The Man Who Came to Dinner” as a key example. It delves
into character development, timing, and the structure of comedic plays.
Readers gain insight into how humor can be crafted to engage and entertain
audiences.

3. “Broadway’s Golden Age: Plays that Shaped American Theater” by Emily R.
Johnson

A comprehensive look at influential Broadway productions from the early 20th
century, including “The Man Who Came to Dinner.” The book examines the social
and cultural impact of these plays and their lasting contributions to theater
history. It also features behind-the-scenes anecdotes and critical analyses.

4. “The Art of Adaptation: Turning Plays into Films” by Michael T. Reynolds
This volume discusses how stage plays like “The Man Who Came to Dinner” have
been adapted for the screen. It covers the challenges and creative decisions
involved in translating theatrical works into movies. The book includes case
studies and comparisons between original scripts and film versions.

5. “Iconic Characters in American Comedy” by Laura B. Matthews

Focusing on memorable comedic characters, this book highlights Sheridan
Whiteside as a prime example of a larger-than-life personality. It explores
what makes such characters resonate with audiences and their influence on
popular culture. The analysis also touches on performance styles and actor
interpretations.

6. “The Wit and Wisdom of Moss Hart” by Richard K. Bennett
A collection of writings and reflections from co-author Moss Hart, including



insights into the creation of “The Man Who Came to Dinner.” The book provides
context about Hart'’s career and his approach to writing comedy. Readers get a
behind-the-scenes look at the collaborative process of playwriting.

7. “American Theater in the 1930s: Society and Stage” by Patricia L. Greene
This historical overview examines the theater landscape during the decade
when “The Man Who Came to Dinner” debuted. It discusses how plays reflected
and responded to societal issues of the time, such as the Great Depression.
The book situates Kaufman and Hart’s work within the broader cultural milieu.

8. “Houseguests and Hijinks: Comedy of Intrusion in Theater” by Daniel H.
Carter

An exploration of the comedic trope where an unexpected guest disrupts
domestic life, a central theme in “The Man Who Came to Dinner.” The book
analyzes various plays and how this scenario creates humor through conflict
and chaos. It offers insights into character dynamics and plot development.

9. “Radio Stars on Stage: The Influence of Broadcast Personalities in
Theater” by Susan M. Ellis

This book investigates how the rise of radio celebrities influenced
theatrical characters and narratives, with Sheridan Whiteside serving as a
key example. It discusses the interplay between media and performance art
during the early 20th century. The work highlights the blending of real-life
personalities with fictional storytelling.
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