
the monkey's paw answer key

the monkey's paw answer key serves as an essential resource for students and educators seeking
to understand the intricate elements of W.W. Jacobs’s famous short story, "The Monkey’s Paw." This
article provides a comprehensive analysis and detailed explanations tied to common questions and
themes found in the narrative. By exploring character motivations, plot developments, symbolism,
and the story’s moral lessons, the monkey's paw answer key helps clarify the complex layers
embedded within this classic tale. Additionally, it offers guidance on interpreting the supernatural
aspects and the consequences of tampering with fate. This resource is invaluable for literary
discussions, essay writing, and deepening comprehension of the text. The following sections outline
key components addressed in the monkey's paw answer key to facilitate a thorough understanding.

Summary and Plot Analysis

Main Characters and Their Roles

Themes and Symbolism

Important Quotes and Their Meanings

Common Questions and Answers

Lesson Plans and Discussion Topics

Summary and Plot Analysis
The monkey's paw answer key begins by summarizing the story’s plot, which revolves around a
mystical talisman capable of granting three wishes. The narrative follows the White family—Mr. White,
Mrs. White, and their son Herbert—as they encounter the consequences of using the monkey's paw.
The tale unfolds with a gradual build-up of suspense and horror, highlighting the theme of unintended
consequences. The monkey's paw answer key explains how the wishes, though granted, come with
dire results that emphasize the dangers of interfering with fate.

Plot Overview
The story starts with the introduction of Sergeant-Major Morris, who brings the monkey’s paw from
India and warns the Whites of its dark powers. Despite the warnings, Mr. White uses the paw to make
a wish, which leads to tragic outcomes. The monkey's paw answer key details each wish and its
aftermath, underscoring the ironic twists and the story’s climax where the final wish attempts to
reverse the horror caused by the earlier ones.



Structure and Narrative Techniques
The narrative is structured to build tension gradually, employing foreshadowing and suspense. The
monkey's paw answer key highlights Jacobs’s use of a third-person limited perspective focused on the
White family to immerse the reader in the unfolding tragedy. The story’s pacing and use of dialogue
contribute to the eerie atmosphere, which the answer key elaborates on as a critical component of
the story’s impact.

Main Characters and Their Roles
The monkey's paw answer key provides a detailed analysis of the principal characters and their
significance in the story. Each character embodies different aspects of human nature and responses
to the supernatural element of the monkey’s paw.

Mr. White
Mr. White is portrayed as curious and somewhat reckless, whose desire to test the monkey’s paw sets
the plot in motion. The answer key explains his role as a symbol of human folly and the dangers of
tampering with forces beyond understanding. His transformation from skepticism to grief is critically
examined to illustrate the story’s emotional depth.

Mrs. White
Mrs. White’s character is driven by maternal love and desperation. The monkey's paw answer key
interprets her actions as motivated by grief and hope, particularly when she urges her husband to use
the paw to bring Herbert back. Her role emphasizes the theme of loss and the limits of human control
over fate.

Herbert White
Herbert serves as the innocent victim whose death is the catalyst for the tragic events. The answer
key discusses his brief but pivotal presence, representing the cost of the family’s wishes. His
character also adds a layer of realism to the supernatural story, grounding it in relatable human
tragedy.

Sergeant-Major Morris
The sergeant-major is a mysterious figure who introduces the monkey’s paw and provides crucial
exposition. The monkey's paw answer key notes his warnings and ambiguous attitude towards the
paw, which foreshadow the impending doom. He symbolizes the voice of caution and the unknown
dangers of supernatural interference.



Themes and Symbolism
Exploring the underlying themes and symbolism is a significant aspect of the monkey's paw answer
key. The story conveys multiple messages about fate, greed, and the supernatural, which are
dissected in detail to aid understanding.

Fate and Free Will
The monkey's paw answer key explains how the story addresses the tension between fate and free
will. The wishes granted by the paw seem to manipulate fate, yet the consequences suggest an
inevitable destiny that cannot be altered without suffering. This theme serves as a cautionary tale
about human attempts to control life’s outcomes.

Consequences of Greed
Greed and desire for more are central themes that the answer key highlights. The Whites’ wishes
reflect a yearning for wealth, happiness, and reversal of death, which ultimately leads to tragedy. The
story warns against the dangers of excessive ambition and the unforeseen costs of satisfying selfish
desires.

Symbolism of the Monkey’s Paw
The monkey’s paw itself symbolizes the supernatural and the danger of tampering with forces beyond
human comprehension. The answer key discusses how it represents temptation and serves as a
physical manifestation of fate’s unpredictability. Its sinister nature is reinforced through imagery and
the reactions of the characters.

Important Quotes and Their Meanings
The monkey's paw answer key includes an analysis of key quotes that reveal the story’s deeper
meanings and character insights. Understanding these quotes enhances comprehension and
appreciation of the text’s literary qualities.

“Be careful what you wish for, you may receive it.”
This widely recognized warning encapsulates the story’s central moral. The answer key interprets this
quote as a succinct expression of the dangers inherent in the Whites’ wishes and the ironic outcomes
they face.

“It seems to me I've got all I want.”
Mr. White’s initial contentment contrasts sharply with later events. The answer key explains how this
quote foreshadows the disruption caused by the wishes and highlights human dissatisfaction and



curiosity.

“The first man had his three wishes. I don't know what the
first two were, but the third was for death.”
This statement by Sergeant-Major Morris underscores the deadly consequences of the paw’s magic.
The answer key elaborates on its ominous tone and the theme of fatalism.

Common Questions and Answers
To support learners, the monkey's paw answer key addresses frequently asked questions about the
story’s plot, themes, and characters. These clarifications aid in exam preparation and critical
discussions.

What is the significance of the three wishes?1.
The three wishes symbolize human temptation and the limits of control over destiny. They drive
the plot while illustrating the theme of unintended consequences.

Why did the Whites ignore the warnings?2.
The Whites’ actions reflect human curiosity and disbelief in the supernatural, which ultimately
leads to their downfall.

How does the story illustrate the theme of fate?3.
Through the tragic results of the wishes, the story suggests that fate is unavoidable and
interference may worsen outcomes.

What lessons does the story teach?4.
The narrative warns against greed, meddling with unknown forces, and disregarding wise
counsel.

Lesson Plans and Discussion Topics
The monkey's paw answer key also provides educational frameworks for teaching the story
effectively. These include suggested lesson plans and thought-provoking discussion questions
designed to engage students critically.



Suggested Lesson Plans

Introduction to Gothic Literature and Supernatural Elements

Character Analysis and Motivations

Exploring Themes of Fate and Consequence

Symbolism and Its Role in Storytelling

Creative Writing: Alternative Endings

Discussion Questions

What would you have wished for if you had the monkey’s paw?

How does fear influence the characters’ decisions?

In what ways does the story reflect cultural attitudes toward fate and superstition?

Can the monkey’s paw be seen as a metaphor for something in real life?

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Monkey's Paw'?
'The Monkey's Paw' primarily explores the theme of unintended consequences and the dangers of
interfering with fate.

Who are the main characters in 'The Monkey's Paw'?
The main characters are Mr. White, Mrs. White, and their son Herbert White.

What is the significance of the monkey's paw in the story?
The monkey's paw is a magical talisman that grants three wishes but with terrible consequences,
symbolizing the dangers of tampering with fate.

What happens to Herbert after the first wish is made?
After Mr. White wishes for 200 pounds, Herbert dies in a workplace accident, and the family receives
exactly 200 pounds as compensation.



How does 'The Monkey's Paw' end?
The story ends with Mr. White using the last wish to undo the second wish, which presumably brings
peace and prevents the horrific consequences of their previous wishes.

What lesson does 'The Monkey's Paw' teach about desire and
greed?
The story warns that desire and greed can lead to disastrous results when one tries to control destiny
or achieve goals through unnatural means.

Why is 'The Monkey's Paw' considered a horror story?
It is considered a horror story because of its eerie atmosphere, supernatural elements, and the tragic,
frightening consequences of the wishes.

What role does fate play in 'The Monkey's Paw'?
Fate is a central concept, illustrating that some outcomes are inevitable and that attempts to change
fate can lead to dire consequences.

How does the setting contribute to the mood of 'The Monkey's
Paw'?
The isolated, gloomy setting of the White family home adds to the suspense and eerie mood,
enhancing the story's supernatural and ominous tone.

Additional Resources
1. The Monkey's Paw by W.W. Jacobs - Answer Key Edition
This companion guide provides detailed answers and explanations for the classic short story "The
Monkey's Paw." It includes summaries, character analyses, and thematic discussions that help readers
deeply understand the story’s cautionary message about fate and desire. Ideal for students and
educators, this answer key makes literary analysis accessible and engaging.

2. Exploring Themes in The Monkey's Paw: A Study Guide
This study guide dives into the major themes of "The Monkey's Paw," such as fate, greed, and
unintended consequences. It offers thought-provoking questions and answer keys to encourage
critical thinking. Readers get a comprehensive understanding of how the story’s elements work
together to deliver its moral lessons.

3. W.W. Jacobs and The Monkey's Paw: Context and Commentary
This book explores the historical and cultural context surrounding W.W. Jacobs and his famous tale. It
includes an answer key for discussion questions and analysis prompts focused on the story’s setting
and authorial intent. Perfect for those seeking to understand the story beyond the surface narrative.

4. Short Story Analysis: The Monkey's Paw Answer Guide
A detailed analysis guide that breaks down "The Monkey's Paw" into its narrative structure, character



development, and symbolism. The included answer key helps readers interpret complex passages and
themes. This resource is designed to enhance comprehension and literary appreciation.

5. Critical Thinking with The Monkey's Paw: Questions and Answers
This book encourages readers to engage with "The Monkey's Paw" through a series of critical thinking
questions paired with model answers. It challenges readers to consider ethical dilemmas and the
consequences of human desires. A useful tool for classroom discussions and individual reflection.

6. The Monkey's Paw: A Teacher’s Resource and Answer Manual
Tailored for educators, this resource offers lesson plans, quizzes, and an answer key focused on "The
Monkey's Paw." It assists teachers in guiding students through the story’s complexities while
assessing comprehension effectively. The manual supports diverse teaching styles and learning
objectives.

7. Literary Devices in The Monkey's Paw: Answer Key Included
This book identifies and explains the literary devices used in "The Monkey's Paw," such as
foreshadowing, irony, and symbolism. It provides an answer key to help readers recognize how these
devices contribute to the story’s eerie atmosphere and moral impact. A great aid for literary studies.

8. The Monkey's Paw and Its Influence: Analysis and Answer Key
Focusing on the influence of "The Monkey's Paw" in literature and popular culture, this book offers an
analysis with corresponding answer keys for review questions. It traces the story’s themes in modern
storytelling and explores its lasting appeal. Suitable for students interested in literary impact.

9. Understanding The Monkey's Paw: Comprehensive Answer Guide
This comprehensive guide covers plot points, character motivations, and thematic elements of "The
Monkey's Paw," complete with an answer key for all questions. It is designed to facilitate in-depth
study and mastery of the text. Ideal for exam preparation and detailed study sessions.
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